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www.palmspringsca.gov 
 
 

SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 
 
 

           
 

COMMISSIONERS 

 
 
Staff representatives: Geoffrey S. Kiehl, Director of Finance and Treasurer 
   Cindy Cairns, Administrative Assistant/Commission Secretary 
                                                                               
City of Palm Springs Vision Statement: Palm Springs aspires to be a unique world-class desert community, 
where residents and visitors enjoy our high quality of life and a relaxing experience. We desire to balance our 
cultural and historical resources with responsible, sustainable economic growth and enhance our natural desert 
beauty. We are committed to providing responsive, friendly, and efficient customer service in an environment 
that fosters unity among all our citizens.  

 
Please silence all cell phones, pagers and/or other electronic devices for the duration of the meeting. 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA: 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  This time has been set aside for members of the public to address the 
Measure J Oversight Commission on the Special Meeting Agenda, and items of general 
interest within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Commission.  Although the Measure J 
Oversight Commission values your comments, pursuant to the Brown Act, it generally cannot 
take any action on items not listed on the posted Agenda. Three (3) minutes are assigned for 
each speaker.  

Kristin Bloomer  Kevin Towner, Vice-Chair  
Leo Cohen David Vogel 
Aftab Dada  John Williams  

Christine Hammond Elizabeth Glass* 
Mark Marshall Curt Watts* 

Robert Moon, Chair *Alternates 
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1. NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1.A. DISCUSSION AND IDENTIFICATION OF KEY MESSAGES FOR USE BY 
THE MEASURE J OVERSIGHT COMMISSION IN DEVELOPING A 
COMMUNICATIONS PLATFORM: Members of the Measure J Oversight 
Commission will discuss and adopt approximately five (5) key initial messages 
that can be utilized by Measure J Commissioners and the City of Palm Springs 
to communicate to the public in a simple, clear and consistent manner the 
purpose, intent and methodology for the Measure J Oversight Commission 
Idea/Application and the review process for these applications. 

 RECOMMENDATION:  Receive and file.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
 
STAFF MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
COMMISSION MEMBER ITEMS AND REQUESTS: 
 
ADJOURNMENT:   The Measure J Oversight Commission of the City of Palm Springs will 
adjourn to the next regular meeting at 4:00 p.m., Thursday, January 17, 2013, Palm Springs 
City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way.  
 

PUBLIC NOTICES 
 
 
The City of Palm Springs Council Chamber is handicapped accessible.  It is the intention of the City of Palm Springs to 
comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in all respects.  If, as an attendee or a participant at this meeting, or in 
meetings on a regular basis, you will need special assistance beyond what is normally provided, the City will attempt to 
accommodate you in every reasonable manner. Please contact the Department of Finance and Treasury, (760) 323-8229, at 
least 72 hours prior to the meeting to inform us of your particular needs and to determine if accommodation is feasible. 
 
 

 
Pursuant to G.C. Section 54957.5(b)(2) the designated office for inspection of records in connection with the meeting is the 
Department of Finance and Treasury, City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way.  Complete Agenda Packets are available for 
public inspection at City Hall, Department of Finance and Treasury. Agenda and staff reports are available on the City’s 
website www.palmspringsca.gov.  If you would like additional information on any item appearing on this agenda, please 
contact the Department of Finance and Treasury at (760) 323-8229. 
 
 
Any person who wishes to speak regarding an item on the agenda or on a subject within the Measure J Oversight 
Commission’s jurisdiction during the “Public Comments” portion of the agenda must file a “Speaker Card” with the 
Commission Secretary BEFORE that portion of the agenda is called.  Although the Measure J Oversight Commission values 
your comments, pursuant to the Brown Act, it generally cannot take any action on items not listed on the posted agenda. 
 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING AND NOTICE 
 

I, GEOFFREY S. KIEHL, Director of Finance and Treasurer of the City of Palm Springs, California, posted at Palm Springs 
City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way, before 4:00 p.m., Wednesday, January 9, 2013, and posted on the City’s website 
as required by established policies and procedures.   

 
____________________________________________ 
GEOFFREY S. KIEHL 
Director of Finance and Treasurer, City of Palm Springs 



MEASURE J – KEY MESSAGES 

GOAL:  To  adopt  an  initial  set  of Measure  J  “key messages”  to  communicate  to  appropriate 

audiences  what  we most  want  them  to  understand  about Measure  J  and  the  process  for 

selecting ideas/projects for funding. 

WHAT ARE KEY MESSAGES? 

‐ Key Messages are statements that succinctly communicate the most important things to 

say on a subject to an audience; 

‐ They  are  easy  to  say  and more  important,  easy  for  the  audience  to  understand  and 

remember; 

‐ They boost  an overall  communication effort by providing  clarity,  focus  and precision; 

and 

‐ Typically, key messages are not the only messages, merely the most important. 

TASK FOR TODAY 

Draft approximately five (5) key messages that can be utilized during the next several months 

by Measure  J Commissioners and  the City of Palm Springs to communicate  in a cohesive and 

consistent manner  to  various  audiences  during  the  initial  phase  of  the  current Measure  J 

funding application and review process. 

INTRODUCTORY DISCUSSION – COMMUNICATION PLATFORMS & TARGET AUDIENCES 

‐ Review “Applying Key Messages” Hand‐Out. 

‐ Briefly refresh everyone’s minds on target audiences. 

PRIMARY DISCUSSON – BRAINSTORM & DRAFT KEY MESSAGES 

‐ Review  Examples  of  Roy’s  Foundation  Questions/Statements  and  resulting  Key 

Messages 

 

‐ Potential Measure J message concepts “to get the ball rolling”: 

What is Measure J? 

Why was Measure J established and/or why is it important to our city and our future? 

What is Measure J in place to do? 

How are Measure J funds directed or managed? 

How do residents and visitors benefit from Measure J?  

How do businesses benefit from Measure J? 

How can I be involved? 
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~p~lying Key Messages: 

Key messages ultimately become the 
backbone of all organization 
communications platforms. 
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