City Council Staff Report

Date: January 20, 2010 LEGISLATIVE

Subject: AN AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER B.04.015 OF THE PALM SPRINGS
MUNICIPAL CODE TO AMEND APPENDIX J "GRADING" OF THE 2007
EDITION QF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE TO CLARIFY
GRADING DESIGNATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS

From: David H. Ready, City Manager

Initiated by: Public Works and Engineering Department

SUMMARY

Appendix Chapter 33 “Excavation and Grading” of the 2001 Edition of the California
Building Code was replaced by Appendix J "Grading” of the 2007 Edition of the
California Building Code. Appendix Chapter 33 clarified the designation of “engineered
grading” and “regular grading”, which were eliminated in Appendix J recently adopted by
the City Council. It is necessary to incorporate the prior designations of “engineered
grading” and “regular grading” inte the City's adoption of the 2007 Edition of the
California Building Code.

RECOMMENDATION;

1} Waive the reading of the ordinance text in its entirety and read by title only.

2) Introduce on first reading Ordinance No. |, "AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY
COUNCIL GF THE CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING
SECTION 8.04.015 OF THE PALM SPRINGS MUNICIFAL CODE FOR THE
PURPOSE OF AMENDING APPENDIX J "GRADING" OF THE 2007 EDITION
OF THE CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE TO CLARIFY GRADING
DESIGNATIONS AND GRADING REQUIREMENTS."

BACKGROUND:

On February 20, 2008, the City Council adopted Ordinance No. 1735, an Ordinance to
adopt and amend the 2007 Edition of the California Building Cede. Included in
Council’s adoption of Ordinance No. 1735 was an amendment to Section 8.04.015
“California Building Code — Additions, Amendments and Deletions” of the Palm Springs
Municipal Code to incorporate references to grading plan designations. Specifically,
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Section 3, ltem (25) of Ordinance No. 1735 fncorporated a prior amendment to the 2001
Edition of the California Building Code to revise the designations of “engineered
grading” and “regular grading” to be consistent with the policies of the Public Waorks and
Engineering Department related to processing grading plans for development projects.

However, at the time Ordinance No. 1735 was adopted, staff did not realize that the
new Appendix J “Grading” of the 2007 Edition of the Caifornia Building Code eiiminated
the sections contained in Appendix Chapter 33 “Excavation and Grading” of the 2001
Edition of the California Building Code which clarified the terms “engineered grading”
and ‘regular grading”. Therefore, staff is recommending that the City amend its
adaption of the 2007 Edition of the California Building Code to incorporate Section
3309.3 “Grading Designation” and Section 3309.4 ‘Engineered Grading Reguirements”
of Appendix Chapter 33 “Excavation and Grading” of the 2001 Editicn of the California
Building Code, as previously amended by the City of Paim Springs, into Appendix J
"Grading” of the 2007 Edition of the Califormia Building Code.

Specifically, the amendment clarifies grading plan designations and requirements for
the development community as faliows: :

* “Engineering Grading” — grading involving more than 2,000 cubic yards, a plan for
which must be prepared by a California registered civil engineer and have all
associated reports and data {soils report, hydrology report, efc.}.

* “Regular Grading” - grading involving less than 2,000 cubic yards but more than 50
cubic yards, a pian for which must be prepared by an appropriately experienced
design professional (engineer, architect, land surveyor, etc.) and have all associated
reports and data (soils report, hydrolegy report, etc.) required for that particular
grading plan. The City Engineer retains discretion to waive certain requirements if
appropriate (i.e. sciis report, hydrology study, etc.}.

« Exempt Grading — grading involving iess than 50 cubic yards, typical for construction
of new single family homes on existing prepared pads on “in-ill" lots, requires no
grading plan.

The Public Works and Engineering Depariment has been processing grading plans for
private development in accordance with the general guidelines outlined above.
Adoption of the proposed Ordinance will codify the Depariment’s policy on designating
grading and the associated requirements for grading plans.

FISCAL IMPACT:

None.
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SUBMITTED:
Prepared by: Recommended by:
>
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Marcus L. Fuller David J. Barakian
Assistant Director of Public Works Director of Public Works/City Engineer

Approved by:

T Qe LT i

Thaomas J. Wi}é’on, Asst. City Manager David H. Ready, (‘JF;_! manager

Attachments:

1.

Section 8.04.015 "California Building Code — Additions, Amendments and Deletions”
of the PSMC

Appendix Chapter 33 "Excavation and Grading” of the 2001 Editicn of the California
Building Code )

Appendix J "Grading” of the 2007 Edition of the California Building Code

Ordinance



(32) Subsection 1509, Rooftop Structures, is amended by the addition of the following paragraph.

All roof top equipment, unless exempted by the building official, shall be provided with an approved
six-inch high platform equipped with a sheet metal cover. Dosign of the platform shall be as per city detail or
approved equal.

(23} Appendix Chapter 1, Administration, Subsection 105.2, Work Fxempt from Permit is amerided as
[ollowss: Under “Building™ list, items 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 8,9, 10, 11 and 12 are deleted.
(247 The following is added to Appendix J, Grading:

For the purpose of administration and enforcement of this Appendix Chapter, Grading, the building
official shall mean the director of public works or his or her designated representalive.

i {25) The following is added 1o Appendix I, Section J104.1:

Grading in excess of two thousand cubic yards shall be performed in accordance with the approved
grading plan prepared by a civil engineer, and shall be designated as “engineered grading.” Grading nvolving
less than two thousand cubic yards shall be designated as “repular grading” unless the permittee chooses to
have the grading performed as engineered grading, or the building official determines that special conditions
or unusua! hazards exist, in which case, grading shall conform to the requirements for engincered gradirig.

Exception: Cirading in excess of two thousand cubic yards which is primarily of a landscaping and
“fine grading” nature, where ne flood hazard is present, may be termed “regular grading™ ai the discretion of

the building official.
20} The following paragraph iz added to Appendix I, Section J104.2, Site Plan Requircments:

An effective means of dust control, which shall include provisions or adequate watering during the
grading provisions for adequate watering during the grading process and provision for continuance of dust
contra] after grading, until such time that the graded surface presents sufficient protective cover against wind
or water erosion so that special dust control measures are au longer necessary.

(Ord. 1735 § 3, 2008: Ord. 1731 § 3, 2007: Ord. 1641 § 1, 2003; Ord. 1618 § 3, 2002: Ord. 1571 § 3, 1999
Ord. 1522 § 3, 1995: Ord. 1414 § 3, 1992: Ord. 1336 § 3, 198%: Ord. 1296 § 3, 1988)
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APPENDIX CHAPTER 33

Appendix Chapter 33
EXCAVATION AND GRADING

SECTION 3304 — PURPOSE

The purpose af this appendix is to safeguard life, limb, property
and the public welfare by regulating grading on prvale property.

SECTION 3305 — SCOPE

This appendix sets fortk rules and regulalions o control cxcava-
tiom, grading and eanhwork construction, including fills and em-
bankments; establishes the administrative procedure for issuance
of permits; and provides for approval of plans and iuspection of
grading construction.

The standands listed below are recognized standards (see Sec-
tions 3503 and 3504,

1. Testing.
1.1 ASTM 31557, Moistarc-density Relations of Soils and
Soil Aggregate Mixiures

1.2 ASTM Dr 1556, In Place Density of Soils by the Sand-
Cone Method

1.3 ASTMID2167,In Place Density of Soils by the Rubber-
Balloon Method

i4 ASTM D 2937, In Piace Density of Sails by the Drive-
Cylinder Method

15 ASTM 2922 and D 3317, In Place Moisturs Contact
and Density of Soils by Nuclear Methods

The folloning California seciion replaces fe corresponding mode! rode see-
tion for applicarios specled i law for the Lreparonentof Housing and Cam-
munity Development and the Office of Staiewide Healik Plarning and
Drevelopment.

SECTION 33058 -— SCOPE

fForfiCD I, OSHPIX 1. & 2] Thizchapler seisforth rules and reg-
ulations fo control excavation, grading and earifiwark consiric-
Fon, inchding fills and embankments, and provides for approval
of pians and inspeceion of prading construction.

SECTION 3306 — PERMITS REQUIRED

JM6.1 Permits Required. Except as specified in Section
3306.2 of this section, no person shall du any grading without first
baving cbtained a grading permit from the bailding olficial,

33062 Exempted Work. A grading perinit is not zequired for
the following:

1. When approved by the building official, prading in an jsc-
lated, self-contained area if thers is no danger 1o private o public
property.

2. Anexcavation below finished prade [or basements and foot-
ings of 2 building, retaining wall or other structure authorized by a
valid bufiding permit. This shall nos exerpt any fill made with the
material from such cxcavation or exempt any excavation having
“an whsupported beight greater than 5 fect (1524 mm) after the
completion of such siructure,

3. Cemetery graves.

4, Refuse dispasal sites controlled by other regulations,

5. Exeavations for wells or tunnels or utilities,

6. Mining, quarrying, cxcavating, pavcessing or stockpiling of
rock, sand, gravel, aggregale or clay where established and pro-
vided for by Yaw, provided such operations do not affest the lateral
gupport orincrease the stresses in ur pressune upon any adjacent or
wontignous property.

7. Explotatory excavatinns under the dicection of soil engi-
neers or engingering peologists.

8. Anexcavation that (1) isless than 2 feet (610 men) in depih or
{2) does not create a cot slope greater than 3 feet (1524 mm) in
height and steeper thar 1 unit vertical in 11/2 vnits horizontal
{66.7% slope).

9. Afill iess than 1 foor {305 mm) in depth and placed on natu-
tal tertain with a slope flarter than 1 unit vertical in 5 units hori-
zontal {20% slope), or Jess than 3 feet (914 mmy) in depth, not
interwded 10 support structures, that does not exceed 50 cubic yards
(32.3 m™) on any onc lot and does not obstruct a dainage cowrse,

Excmption from the permit requirements of this chapier shall
not be deemed ta grant anthorization for any wark o be dope in
any manoer in violation of the provisions of this chapter or any
other laws or ardinances of thiz jurisdiction.

SECTION 3307 — HAZARDS

Whercever the building official determines that any cxisting cxca-
vation or embankment or filt on private propeny has become a
hazard {o lifc and Jlimb, or endangers property, ar adversely affects
the safety, use or stability of a public way or drminage charmel, the
owner of the property wpon which the excavation or 5l is located,
orother persan or agent in control of said property, upon receipt of
notice in wriling from the building official, shall within the period
specified thevein repair or eliminate such excavation or embank-
ment to eliminate the hazard and o be in conformance with the re-
guitentents of this code.

SECTION 3308 — DEFINITIONS

For the purposes of this appendix, 1be detinitions listed hersunder
shall b¢ constieed as specified in this section.

APPROVAL shatl mean that the proposed work of completed
work conforms to this chapter in the opinian of the building offi-
cial.

AS-GRATDED is the extenl of surface condiffons on comple-
ticn of grading.

BEDROCK is in-place solid rock,

BEMCH iz a relatively level step excavated into earth material
on which fill iz to be placed.

BOERROW iz earth material acquired from an off-site lu::atmn -
for use in grading oo a site,

CIVIL ENGINEER i5 a professional enginesr registered in the
state to practice in the field of civil wosks.

CIVIL ENGINEERING iz the applivation of the knowledpe
of the forces of nature, principles of mechanics and the properties
of materials to the evaluation, design and construction of civit

works.
1-407
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COMPACTION is the densification of a fill by mechanical
means.

E..GJ.RTI:I MATERIAL is any rock, namral soil or fill or any
combination thereof. .

ENGINEERING GEQLOGIST is a_grologist experienced
and knowledgeable in enginecring geology.

ENGINEERING GEOLOGY is the application of geolagic
knowledges and principles in the investigation and cvaluation of
natueally oecumng rock and soil for use in the desigh of civil
works,

EROSION is the wearing 2way of the pround surfacs as 2 result
of the movement of wind, water or ice.

EXCAVATTON is the mechanical removal of editth material.

FILL iz a deposit of carth material placed by artificial means.

GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEER. 5cc “soifls engineer.”

GRADE is the vertical location of the grownd surface.

Existing Grade is the grade privr to grading.

Finish Grade is the final prade of the site that conforms to the
approved plan.

Rough Grade is the stage at which the grade approximately
eonfurms bo the approved plan.

GRADING is any excavating or filling or combination thereof.

KEY is 2 designed compacted £l placed in a tremch sxcavated
in carth meterial beneath the 10e of a proposed £ill slope,

FROFESSIONAL INSPECTFON is the inspection required
by this code to be performed by the civil engineer, soils engineeror
engineering geologist Such inspeetions include that performed
by perzonz supervised by such engineers or govlogists and shall be
sufficient Iy fors an opinion relating to the conduct of the work,

SITE is any lot or parcel of land or contiguous combination
theseot, under the same ownership, where prading is performed or
permiited.

SELOFE is an inciined ground surface the inclination of which is
expressed as a ratio of horzontal distance to verticai distance.

SDIL s naturally gecurring superficial deposite overlying bed-
roek,

SOILE ENGINEER (GEQTECHNICAL ENGINEER) is
an engineer expericnced amd knowledgeable in the practice of
soild engineering (geotechnical) engineering. )

SOIL5 ENGINEERING (GEOTECHNICAI. ENGI-
FEEEFI.ING}‘is the application of the principles of s0ils mechanics
Inthe investigation, evaliration and design of civil works involv-
ing the use of earth materials and the inspection or testing of the
coastruction thereof.

TERBACE is a relatively level stop constracted in the faceof a
praded slope surface for drainzge and maintenance purposés.

SECTION 3309 — GRADING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS

3309.1 Permits Requlred. Except as exempted in Section 3305
of this code, no person shalt do any grading without first obtaining
a gradiag permit from the buflding official. A separate permit shall
be obtained for sach site, and may cover hoth excavations and
fills.

_ 3309.2 Application. The provigions of Section 10637 are
applicable to grading. Additionally, the application shall state the
estimated quantities of work involved.

1-#38
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33093 Greding Designation. Grading in excess of 5,000 cubic
yards (3825 m} shal] be performed in aczordance with the ap-
proved grading plan prepared by a civil engineer, and shall be des-
Ignated as “engineercd gradiog.” Grading involving less than
5,000 cubic yards (3525 m*) shall be designated “regular prading”
unless the permittes chooses to have 1he preding performed as en-
gineered grading, or the building official determines that special
conditfons or uonsual hazards exdst, in which caze prading shal?
confarm to the requirements for engineered grading.

33094 Engineered Grading Requirements. Application fora
grading permit shall be accompanicd by twa sets of plans amd
specifications, and supporting data consisting of 2 soils engineer-
ing report-and cngineering geoiogy report. The plans amd specifi-
cations shall be prepared and signed by an individual licensed by
the state bo prepare such plans or specifications when réquired by
the building oificial '

Specifications shall contain information covering construction
and material requirements,

Plans shall be drawn to scale upon substantial paper or cloth and
shali be of sufficient clarity to indicale ihe nature and extent of the
work praposed and show in detail that they will conform to the
provisions of this code and 21t relevant laws, ordinances, rules and
regwlations. The first sheet of each set of plans shall give location
afthe work, the name and address of the ownes, and the person by
wham they were prepared,

The plans shzlf include the follewing information:

1. General vicinity of the proposed site.

2. Property limits and agcatate conbours of existing ground and
details of termin and area drainage,

3. Limiting dimensions, efevations or finish contonrs to be
achieved by the grading, and propased drainage channels and re-
laled construction.,

4. Detailed pluns of all surface and subsurface drainage de-
vices, walls, cribbing, dams z2nd other protective devices to be
construcied with, ur as 2 pari of, the proposed work, logether with
a map showing the drainage area and the estimated rwnéff of the
area served by any drains.

5. Location of any huildings or struchres on the property
where the work is to be performed and the location of any build-
ings or structures on land of adjacent awners that are within
15 feet {4572 mm) of the propeny or that may be affected by the
propased grading opezations.

6. Recommendatinns inciuded in the seils engineering report
and the engincering geology mport shall be incorporated in the
grading plans or specifications. When approved by the building
official, specific meommendations contzined in the soils engi-
negring report and the engineering geology report, which are
applicable to grading, may be included by reference.

7. The dates of the soils enginesting and engineering geology
reports together with the names, addresses and phooe pumbeis of
the firma or individuals who prepared the reports.

33095 Soils Engineering Report. The soils engineering repont

' required by Seclion 3309.4 stall include data regarding the nature,

distribution and strength of existing soils, conclusions and
recammendations for grading procedures and desigo criteria for
comective measures, including buttreas fills, when necessary, and
opinion on adequacy for the intended use of sites 1o be developed
by the proposed grading as affected by soils engineering factors,
incloding the stability of slopes.

3309.56 Engineering Geology Report. The enginsering geolo-
R¥ report required by Scction 33094 shall include an adequate
desuriptivn of the geology of the site, conclusions and recomman-
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datians regarding the effect of geologic conditions on the pro-
pescd development, and opinian on the adequacy for the intended
uze of sites to be developed by the proposed grading, as affected by
gealogic factors.

3309.7 Liquefaction Study. The building official may require a
geofechnical investigation in accordance with Sections 1804.2
and TR4.5 when, duzing the course of an investigation, all of the
following conditions are discavered, the report shall address the
potential for liguefaction:

1. Shallow grotind water, 50 feet (15 240 mm) or less.

2. Unconselidated sandy alluvium.

3. Seismit Zones 3 and 4.
3309.8 Regular Grading Rﬁqu:remenls Each application for
a grading permit shall be aceompanicd by a plan in sufficient clar-
|t3,.r to indicate the nature and extent of the wark, The plans shall
give the location of the work, the name of the owner and the pame
of the person who prepared the plan, The plan shall ml::]ude the fol-
Iumng informalion:

. Generzl vicinity of the proposed zite.

2. Limiting dimensions and depth of cul and flt.

3. Location af any huildiogs or structizres where work is to be
performed, and the location of any buildings or struclures withio
15 fexl (4572 mm) of the proposed gradiog.

33099 Tsswance. The provisions of Section 106.4 are applicable
to grading permits. The building officizl may require that grading

APFENDX CHARTER 33

operations and project designs be modified if delays nccur which
itenr wealher-generated prohlems not considered at (he time the

permit was issoed.

The building official may require professional inspection znd
testing by the soils engineer. When the building official has cause
o believe that gealogic factors may be involved, the grading will
be required to conform to engineersd grading.

SECTION 3310 — GRADING FEES

33111 General. Fees shall be asscssed in sccordance with the
provisions of this section or shall be as set forth in the fer schedule

adopted by the jurizdiction.

33102 Plan Review Fees, When a plan or other data are re-
quired to be subminted, a plan raview fes shall be paid at the Gme of
submitting plans and specificalions for review. Said plan review
fee shall be as set forth in Teble A-33-A. Separate plan review foes
shall apply to retaining walls or major drainage structures as re-
quited-elsewhers in this code. For excavation and fill on the same
site, the fee shall be based on the volume of excavation or fill,
whichever is greater.

33103 Grading Permit Feea. A fee for each grading permit
shall ke paid to the bullding official as st forth in Table A-33-B,
Separate parmits and fees shall apply to retaining walls or major
drainage slructures a3 required elsewhere in this code. There shall
be ne separate change for standard terrace drains and similarfacili-

fies.

TABLE A-33-A—GHADMG PLAN REVIEW FEES

[ S0 cubic yarks (32 MO0 IE8S - oo ovtvreeeieins i o ia e aiaiai e HNo fze
51 o 100 eubic yards (40 M 10 78,8 M) L i e $2350
102 1 1O cubic yords (772 m7 o Té46 ™) ... . S 37.00

40,35

L0 to 10,000 cubic yards (7653 m7 10 PE45.5 M) o oL e re e e
10,01 bt 100, 0D cubic yards (76463 m3 to 76 455 mT}—$49.25 for the Grsi 10,000 cubic yards (7645.500), plas $24.50
for sach additional 10,000 yards (7645.5 m%) or fraction thegent,

100,001 to 200,000 cubic yards {76 456 m™ to 152 911 m3—3259.75 for the first 100,000 cubic yards (76 455 m3, plus
$13.25 for each additionsl 10,000 cuble yards {76455 m3) ar fraction 1heral

00,00 cubic yards (152 912 ) or more—3402_25 for the first 200,000 cubic yards {152 911 m™), plus 57.25 for cach
additional 1000 cubic yards {76455 m™) or fraction thereok,

Oiber Fees:
Additivnal plan review required by changes, addumns or myisions to approved plans ... ...
{Eninicum charge—one-half hour) P P

£50.50 per kour*

*Or the oda) rouely cosl fo (e jurisdiclion, whicheser i the greates!. This msl sluJ] inelude s—upemsmn.w-:rh:nd, egquip-
ment, hourly wages aid Einge benelis of the employees involved.
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TABLE A-33-0-—GAADING PERMIT FEES!

St cubic yards (38.2 m%orbess L ooa L.

51 ta 100 cubic vards (W m i e0 765 mAy .,

¥

al 100 cubic yapds (76,5 m?) o fraction thereof.

10F ta 1000 ewbic yands (772 m¥ 107646 m™+—537.00 for the Lirst 100cubic yards {76.5 w7 plus §17. 50 or cech addition-

1,00 e 10,00 cubic yards {765.3 m? to 76455 m>}—5194_50 far the first 1,000 cubic yards (7648 m?), plus § 14,50 foc
each additonal 1,600 cubic yands (T64.6 m¥) or frection thereaf,

108KH tor 100 {HKD cubicyards{ 7646, 3 m*to 76 455m

$325.00 £z the fivat 16,000 cubic yards (7645, 3m*), plus S66.00
[or ewch additional 10,000 cobic yands (7645.5 m?) or fraction therecf.

100,001 cubicyerd=(TA 456 T or mure=——8919.00f0r the ficst 100,000 cubic yards (76 455 m®), plas §36.5080r each ardi-
tional 10,0600 cubic yards (75455 m3) or Fracting therenf.

Dther Inapections and Fees:
;‘I;Buptﬂmﬂs outside of normal business

{minimuwm cherge—tan kours)
2 Rrinspeciion fees asseased under provisions el

3. inns for which no fee i spocfically

{mnunum charge—are-half hour)

Scd:ltm MG i e ia e

]CB:‘I:cd .....................................

£50.50 per hourt

$50.50 per Bour?
$50.50 per hour?

Trhe fes for s grading penmil euthorizing additionz! work o that wnder & valid perntit shali be the difcrence between the fee
peid for the ariginal permit and the foe shown for the enlire project.

207 the toial hinerly cost to the jurdzdiction, whichever Is the greatest, This cost shall inlude supervision, overheed,
equipment, houdy wiges and Einge benefits of the emplayess involved

SECTION 3311 — BONDS

The building oficial may require bonds in such form and amounts
as may be deemed necessary to ensure that the work, if not com-
pleted in accorlance with the approved plans and specifications,
will ba corrected to eliminate hezardous condilions.

In lieu of a surety bond (ke appifcant may file a cash bond urin-
strument of credit with the building official in an amount equal to
that which would be required in the surety bond.

SECTION 3312 — CUTS

22121 General. Unless otherwise recommended in the ap-
proved soils engintering or engineering geulogy topor, cuts shall
conform 1o the provisions of (his section.

- In the absence of an approved soils cogineering report, these
provisinis may be waived for minor cuts not intended to support

sinrghures.

3312.2 Slope. The alope of cut surfaces shall be no steeper than
issafe for the intendad use and shall be no steeper than 1 unilveri-
calin 2 units horizontal (50% slops) unless the permittce furnishes
a soils engineering or an’engineering geology report, or both,
stating that the site has been investigated and giving an opinion
that & cut at a sleeper slope will he slable and oot create a hazard o
public or private property.

SECTION 3313 —FILLS

3313.1 General. Unless otherwise recommended in the ap-
proved soils engineering report, fills shall conform to the provi-
sinns of this section.

In the absence of an approved soils enginecring repor, these
provisions may be waived for minor fills nat intended 1 soppor

struchIres.

33132 Preparation of Ground. Fill slopes shall not be con-
structed on natural slapes steeper than I unit verticad in 2 tnits bor-
izontal (50% slope). The ground surface shull be prepared ta
receive fill by emoving verctation, noncomplyiog fill, opsail

1-210

and other unsuilable materials scarifying to provide a bond with
the new fill and, where slopes are steeper than 1 unit vertical in
5 units horizontal (209 slope} and the height is greater than 5 feet
{1524 mm), by benching into sound bedreck or other compelsnt
riateripl az determined by the soils engineer. The bench under the
toeof 2 fill on a slope stecper than 1 unit vertical in 5 units horizon-
tal (20% skope shall be at least 1) feet (3048 mm) wide. The area
beyond the toe of fill shall be sloped for shest overflow or a paved
draitt shall be provided. When fill is to be placed over a cut, the
Bench under the toe of GIl shall be at lzast 10 feet (3048 mm) wide
but the cur shall be made before placing the fill and aceeptance by
the soils engineer or engineering gealogist or both as a suitable
foundation for fill.

35113 Fill Material. Detrimental amounts of organic matzrial
shall not be pemmitied in fills, Except as permiited by the building
official, na rock or similar imedbcible material with a maxiotam
dimenzion preater than 12 inches {3[}5 mm) shall be buried or
placed in fills.

EXCEPTION: The buitding official may permit placement of
larger ek when the soils.enginecr properly devises wmethod of plice-
fren, andcontineously inspects ils placement sod approves the fillsta-
bility, The following conditions shall also apply:

1. Prior to issuwance of the gmding pemuit; potenijal ook diwpossl
arcas shall be delinzated on the praditsg plan,

2 Rowk sizes greater than 12 ipches (305 mm] in maxinvtn dinen-
sion shall be 10 feet {048 mm) or more below grade, measured veri-
cally.

3. Rocks shall be placed 3¢ a8 10 assure flling of all voids with
well-praded soil.

33134 Compactlon. Allfills shall be compacted to a minitmum
of ™0 percent of maximum density.,

3312.5 Slope. The slope of fill surfaces shall be no skeeper than
ig safe for the intended use. Fili slapes shall be no sizeper than
1 unit wertical in 2 units horzantal {50% slope).

SECTION 3314 — SETBALKS

3314.1 Goneral, Cut and G611 slopas shall be set back from site
boundaries in accordance with this sccton. $etback dimensions

shall be horizontal distances measured perpendicolar to the siiz
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boundary. Setback dimensions shall be as shawn in Fipure
A-33.1

3314.2 Topof CutSlope. The top of cut slopes shail not be made
nearer 1o a site beundary line than one fifth of the vertical height of
cut with & minimurm of 2 feet (610 mnt) and 2 maximum of 10 fees
{3048 mm}. The sctback may need b be increased for any required
interceptor drains.

3314.3 Toe of Kill Slope. The toe of fill slope shall be made not
nearzrto the site boundary lins than one hali the beight of the slope
with a minimum of 2 fzet (619 mm) and a maximum of 20 feet
(6096 mm). Where a fill slope is to he located near the site bound-
ary and the adjaccnt off-site property is developed, special precau-
tions shall be incorporated in the wark a3 the building official
deems necessary to protect ihe adjoining property from damage as
aresultofsuch grading, These precautions may inchude but are not
limited to: .

1. Additional seibacks.

2. Provisjon for retaining or slough walls,

3. Mechanical or chemical treatment of the fill slope surface to
MININLZe eSO,

4. Provisions for the control of surface waters,

33144 Medifleation of Slope Location. The building official
tnay approve alterngte setbacks. The building official may require
An investigation and recommendation by a qualified engineer or
engineering peologist o demonstraie that the tent of this section
has been satisfied. '

SECTION 3315 — DRAINAGE.AND TERRACING

33151 General Unless utherwise indicated on the approved
grading plan, drainege facilities and rerracing shall confomm to the
provisions of this section for cut or fill slopes steeper than 1 unit
wertical in 3 units horizontal (33.3% slope). '

33152 Tervace. Terraces at least feet{1829 mm) in width shall
he established at not more than 30-foot (9144 mm) vertical inter-
vals on all cur or il slopes to confrol surface drainage and debris
except that where only one tertace is required, it shall be at
midheight. For cut or fili slopes greater than 60 feet {13 288 mm)
and up ta 220 feel (36 576 mm) in vertical height, one lorece at
approximately midheight shall be 12 feel {3658 mm) in widih,
Terrace widths and spacing for cut and fill slopes greater than 120
fee! (36 576 mmy} in height shall be designed by the civil engineer
and appioved by the building official. Suitable access shall be pro-
¥ided to permit proper cleaning and maintenance.

Swales or ditches on tarraces shall have a minimum gradient of
3 percent and must be paved with reinforced concrele not Joss than
3 inches (76 mm) in thickness ar an approved equal paving, They
shall have 2 minimum depth at the despest point of 1 foot (305
mm} and a minfmum paved width of 5 feet (1524 mm).

A single mn of swale or ditch shal? not collect rugof from a trib-
utary area cxceeding 13,500 square feet (1254.2 m?) (projected)
without discharging into a down Jrein.

33153 Subsurface Drainage. Cut and fill shopes shall be pro-
vided with subsurface drainage as necessary for stability.

3315.4 Disposal, Al drainage facilities shall be ‘deaigned 1o
£arry waters io the nearest practicable drainage way approved by
the building officiz! or other appropriale judsdiction as a safc
place to deposit such waters. Erosion of ground in the area of dis-
charge shall be prevented by installation of nonerosive down-
drains or pther devices.
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Building pads shall have adraimage gradient of 2 percent toward
approved drainage fucilities, uzless waived by the building offt-
c1al.

EXCEFTION: The geadient from the building pad may be 1 per-
cant if all of the: following conditions cxist theoughoul the pertmil aea;
1. No propesed Gllxs are grealér than 10 feed (3048 mm] in maxi-
mum depth.
2. Mo pepased finish eanor B slope faces have & vertical height
tn cxeess of 10 feet (048 mim).
3. Mo existing slope faces steeper than 1 onil vertical in 10 units
horimontat {105 slope) have a vedtical hetght in excessof 10 Feer (3048
mm).
3335 Interceplor Drajos. Paved interceplor drains shall be
installed ziong the top of all cut slopes where the tributary dmin-
age area above skopes toward the cut and has a drainage path greal-
er than 44 feet {12 192 mm) measured horizontaliy. Interceptot
draing shall be paved with a minimum of 3 inches {76 mm) of con-
crete or gunite and reinforced. They shall have a minimum depth

of 12 inches (305 mm} and a minimum paved width of 30 inches -

(762 mm) measured hordzonlally across the deain. The alope of
drain shall be approved by the building official.

SECTION 3316 — EROSION CONTROL

3316.1 Slopes. The faces of cut and fill slopes shall be prepared
and maintained 1o contro] against crosion. This contral may con-
sist of effective planting. The protection for the slopes shall be in-
stafled as soon as practicable and prior w calling for final
approval. Where cut slopes are oot subject to erosion due o the
erosion-resistanl character of the materials, such protection may

be omitted.

3316.2 Other Devices. Where necessary, check dams, cribbing,
tdprap or other devices or methods shall Be employed to contol

erosice and provide safety.

SECTION 3317 — GRADING INSPECTION

3317.1 Geoeral. Grading operations fer which a permit is
required shall be subject to inspection by the building afficial.
Professionalinspection of grading operations shall be pravided by
the civil engineer, soils engincer and the engineering geologist re-
tnined to provide such services in accordance with Section 3317.5
for engineered grading snd as reyuired by the building afficial for
regular grading. :

3317.2 Civll Engineer. The civil engineer shall provide prafes-
sional inspection wilhin such engineer’s area of technical ape-
cialty, which shall consist of observation and review a5 fo the
establishment of line, grade apd surface drainage of the develop-
ment arcd. I revized plans are required dudng the course of 1he
wirk they shall be prepared by the civil engineer.

33173 Solls Engineer. The soils engineer shall provide prafes-
sional inspeclion within such engiocer’s area of techmical ape-
cialty, which shall include observation during grading and testing
for required compaction. The scils engineer shall provide suffi-
cient ohservation during the preparation of the oatwral ground and
placement and compaction of the fill to verify that such work is
being petfommed it accordance wilh the conditions of the ap-
proved plan and the appropeiate requirements of this chapter. Re-
vised recommendations relatiag to conditions differing from the
approved scils engineering and enginesring geclogy reports shall
bé submitied to the permities, the building official 2nd the civil en-

pincer

3374 Engineering (Geologist. The copincering peologizishall
provide professional inspection within such engineer’s ara of
techniczl specialty, which shall include professional inspection of

1-411
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the: bedrock excavation to determing #f condilions encounterad ars
in conformance with the approved report. Revised recammenda-
tions relating to conditions differing fram the approved engineer-
ing geclogy report shall be submitted to the soils engineer,

33175 Permittee. The permitize shall be responsible for the
work to be performed in accordance with the approved plans and
specifications und in conformance with the provisions of this
code, and the permtities shall cngage consultants, if veyquired, to
provide professional inspections on a imely basis. The permiles
shall acl as & coordinator betwzen the cansubants, the contractor

ardd the building official. In the event of changed conditions, the’

pemmittes shall be responsible for informing the boilding official
of such change and shall provide revised plans far approval.

3317.6 Boilding Officisl. The building official shall inspect the
project at the various stages of work requiring approval to detar-

" mine that adequate control is being exercised by the professional
consultants.

3M71T Notification of Noncompliance. If, in the course of ful-
filling their respective duties under this chapter, the civil engineet,
the s0ils engineer or the enpineering genlogist finds that the wark
I3 notbeing done in conformance with this chapter or the approvad
grading plans, the discrepancies shall be reported immediate]y jn
writing toy the permitice and to the building official,

33175 Transfer uf Responsibility. If the civil engineer, the
safis enginesr, of the engincering geologist of tecord is changed

during prading, the work shall be stopped until the replacement -

has agreed io writing to accept their responsibility within the area
of technical competence for approval upon completion of the
work- Tt shal) be the duty of the permitize 1o notify the building of-
ficial in writing of such change prior o the recommeéncement of
guchk grading. :

SECTION 3318 CDMPLE'I'I'DN CF WORK

3318.1 Final Beports. Upon completion of the rough grading
waork and at the final completion of the work, the follawing reporta
aml drawings and supplements theralo are required for engineered
grading or when professional inspection is performed for regular
grading, as applicable.

1-A12
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1. An as-built grading plan prepared by the civil engineer ve-
tained to provide such services in accordance with Section 3317.5
showiog orginal ground surfece elevations, as-graded ground
turfnce clevations, kot drainage patterns, and the locations and cle-
vations of surface drainage facilities and of the outlets of Subsur-
face draios. As-constrzcted locations, clevations and details of
suhaurface draing shall be shown as reported by the soils engineer.

Civil engineers shall state that to the besl of their knowledge the
work within their arca of responsthility was done in accordance
with the final approved grading plan.

1 A report prepered by the sofls engineer retzined Lo provide
such services in accordance with Seetion 33173, including Jaca-

tions and elevations of field density tests, summarics of field and

laboratosy tesis, ather substantiating data, and commels on any
changes made during prading and their effect on the recommenda-
tivns made in the approved soils engincering investigation report.
Soils engineers shall submit a statement that, lo the best of their
knowledgs, the work within their area of responsibilitics is in ae-
cordance with the appreved soils engineering report and applica-
ble provisions of this chapter.

3. A rmepori prepired by the engineering geologist retained fo
provide such services in accordznce with Section 3317.5, includ-
ing a finel descriplion of the gealogy of the site and any new infor-
mation disclosed during the grading and the cffect of zame an
recommendations incorporated in the approved grading plan. En-
gineering geologists shall submit a statement that, to the best of
their knowiedge, the work within their area of mesponsibility is in
accordance with the approved enginsering peologist repor and
applicable provisions of this chapter.

4. The grading contractor shall submil fn a form prescribed by
the building vfficial a statement of conformance bo said as-built
plan and the specifications.

33182 Natification of Completion. The permiltee shall notify
the building official when the yrading operation is ready for final
inspection. Final approval shall not be gived until all work, inciud-
ing instaliation of all dminage facilities and their protective de-
vices, and ail erosion-control measures have been completed in
accordance with the final approved grading plan, and the required
reports bave besn submitted,

it
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APPENDIX J
GRADING

The provisions contained in this appendix are rof mandatory unless specifically referenced in the adopting ordinance.

SECTION J101
GENERAL

J101.1 Scope. The provisions of this chapter apply to grading,
excavation and earthwork construction, including fills and
embankments. Where conflicts ocour between the Lechnical
requirentents of this chapter and the soils report, the sails eport
shall govern.

JI01.2 Flood hazard areas. The provisions of this chapter
shall not apply to grading, excavation and earthwark construe-
tion, including filis and embankments, in flosdways within
flood hazard areas established in Section 1612.3 or in flood
harard arcas where design flood elevations are specified but
Aeodways have not been designated, unless it has been demon-
strated through hydrologic amd hydraulic analyses perfommed
in accondance with standard engineering practice that the pro-
posed work will not result in any increase in the level of the
base flood

SECTION J102
DEFINITIONS.

J102.1 Definitions. For the purposes of this appendix chapter,
the termy, phrases and words listed in this section and their

derivatives shall have the indicated meanings.

HENCH. A relatively level step excavated into earth material
on which fill is o be placed.

COMPACTION, The densification of a fill by mechanical
INEans.

CUT. Sev Excavation,

THOWN DRATN. A device for collecting water from a swale or
ditch located on or above a slope, and safely delivering it to an

approved drainage facilicy

ERGSION, The weariog away of the ground surface as aresult
of the movement of wind, water or ice.

EXCAVATION. The rewnoval of earth material by artificial
means, also referred to as a4 cut,

FILL. Deposition of earth materials by artificial means.
GRADE. The vertical location of the ground surface.
GRADE, EXISTING. The grade prior to grading.

GRADE, FINISHET. The grade of the site at the conclusion
of all grading efforts.

GHADING. An excavation or fill or combination thereof,

KEY. A compacted fill placed in a rench excavared in earth
material beneath the toe of 4 slope,

SLOPE. Ap inclined surface, the inclination of which i
expressed as & ratio of hotizontal distanee (o vertical distance.

2007 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE

TERRACE. A relatively level step constructed in the face of a
graded slope for dratnage and maintenance purposes.

SECTION J103
PERMITS REQUIRED

J103.1 Permits required. Bxcept as exempted in Section
1163.2, no grading shall be performed without first having
obtained a permit therefor from the building official. A grading
permit does ot include the construction of retalning walls or
other slructares.

J103.2 Excmptions. A grading permit shall oot be required for
the {ollowing:

1. Grading in an isolated, self-contained area, provided
there is no denger v the public, and that such grading
will not adversely affect adfoining properties.

2. Excavation for construction of a stucture permitted un-
der this code.

. Cemetery graves.
. Refuse disposal sites controlled by other regulations.

Excavations for wells, or wenches for crilities.

. Mining, quarrying, excavating, processing or stockpil-
ing rock, sand, gravel, aggregate or clay controlled &y
othet regulations, provided such operations do not affect
the lateral support of, or significantly inctease stresses
in, soil on adjoining propertics.

7. Exploratory excavations performed under the direction
of a registered desigo professional.

Exemption from the pemmit requirements of this appendix
shall not be deemed to grant authorization for any work to be
done in any manner in violation of the provisions of this code or
any other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction.

s T T

SECTION J104
PERMIT APPLICATION AND SUBMITTALS

J1l4.1 Submittal requirements. In addition to the provisions
of Section 105.3, Appendix Chapter I, the applicant shall state
the estimated quantities of excavation and fll.

' J104.2 Site plan requirements. In addition 1o the provisions

of Section 106, Appendix Chapter I, a grading plan shall show
the existing grade and binished grade in contour imtervals of
sufficient clarity to indicate the nature and extent of the work
and show in detail that it complies with the requirements of this
code. The plans shall show the existing grade on adjoining
properties in sufficient detail to identify how grade changes
will conform to the requitements of this code.
I
1



APPENDIX J

J104.3 Soils report. A soils report prepared by registered
design prolessionals shall be provided which shall identify the
nature and distribution of existing soils; conclosions and ree-
cmmendations for grading procedures; soil design eriteria for
any structures or embankments required to accomplish the pro-
peried grading; and, whete neccssary, slope stability studies,
and recommendations and conclusions regarding site geology.,

Exception: A soils report is ot reguired where the building
offictal determines that the natere of the work applied for is
such that a report 15 oot necessary.

J104.4 Liguefaciton study. For sites with mapped maximuem
considered earthquake speciral response accelerations st short
periods (5,) preater than (1.5g as determined by Section 1613, a
stody of the liquefaction potential of the site shall be provided,
and the recommendations incorporated in the plans.

Exceptlon;

L. A liquefaction study is not required where the build-
g ofticial determines frorn established local data

J1052 Special ingpections. The special inspection tequire.
ments of Section 17047 shall apply o work perforoed under a
grading permit where required by the building official.

SECTION J106
EXCAVATIONS

J1046.1 Maximum slope. The slope of cot sorfaces shall be no
steepear than is safe for the intended use, and shall be no steeper
than 2 horizongal to [ vertical (30 percent) unless the applicant
furnishes a soils report justifving a steeper slope.

Exceptions:

1. A cut surface may be at a slope of 1.5 horizontdl to |
vertical (67 percent) provided that all the following

that the Yiquefaction potential is low. are met: :
a [OSHPD 1, 2 & 4} Exception ! not permitied fry 1.1. It is not intended 1o support stroctures or sor-
OSHPL, charpes.
1.2, It is adequately protected against erosion,
SECTION J105 1.3. Itis oo more than § feet (2438 mm) in height,
INSPECTIONS 1.4, I is approved by the building official.
J105.] General. Inspections shall be governed by Section 109, 2. A cut surface io bedrock shall be permitted to be at a
Appendix Chapter 1, of this code, siope of 1 horizomtal to 1 vertical (100 percent).
TQP OF FILL i‘- SLOPE
+——5FT {1524 mm) OR GREATER
NATURAL SLOPE
- T,
i ()
_":r‘ . — E&‘J
e }zFT (510 rriny REMOVE UNSUTABLE ke
T KEY MINJMUM METERIAL
1
z5 +

a1 {3048 mm) MINIMUM

For SI. | foot = 3048 mm.

FIGURE J107.3
BENCHING DETAILS
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SECTION J107
FILLS

J107.1 General. Unless otherwise recommended in the soils

report, {ills shall conform to provisions of this section.

J107.2 Sarface preparation, The ground surface shall be prie-
pated to receive fill by removing vegetation, lopsuil and other
unsuitable materials, and scarifyiog the ground to provide 3
Bond with the fil] material.

J107.3 Benchiny, Where existing grade ix at a slope steeper
than 5 henzantal to 1 vertical (20 percent) apd the depth of the
fill exceeds 5 feet {1524 mm) henching shall be perovided in
gecordance with Figure 11073, A key shall be provided which
1% at deast 10 feet (3048 mm} in width and 2 feet (650 mm) in
depth.

J107.4 Fill material, Fill material shall not include organic,
ftowen or other deleterious materials. Mo rock or similar iree-
ducible material greater than 12 inches (305 o) in any dimet-
sion shall be incloded in fills,

J107.5 Compaction. All fill marerial shall be compacted to 90
percent of mazinnun density as detenmined by ASTM 1D 1557,
Maodified Proctor, in Lifts ot exceeding 12 inches {305 mm) in
depth.

fOSA-8% and OSHPD §, 2 & 4f Thiv sectinn establishes
peirineent reguiraments only,

J1T.6 Maximum slope, The slope of fill surfaves shall be no
steeper than is safe for tie intended wse, Fill slopes sieeper than
2 hotizontal to 1 vertical {50 percent) shall be justified by soils
reports or engineering daka,

APPENDIX J

SECTION J108
SETBACKS
J108.1 General. Cul and fill slopes shall be set back [rom the
properly lines in aceordance with this section. Setback dimen-
sions shall be measured perpendicular to the property line and
shall be as shown in Figure J1028.1, unless substantiating datais
submitted justifying redoced setbacls.

J108.2 Top of slepe. The sethack at the top of a cut slope shall
not bie less than that shown in Figure 11081, or than is requoited
to accommodate any required interceptor drains, whichever is

oreatet,
J108.3 Slope protection. Where requived to protect adjacent
properiies 8l the wwe of a xlope (rom adverse effects of the grad.-
ing, additional protection, approved by the building official,
shall be included. Such protection may include but shall not be
lirmited 10;
L. Sethacks greater than those required by Figure J103.1.
2. Prowvisioms (ot retaining walls or similar construction.
3. Erosion protection of the fill slopes.

4. Provision for the control of surface waters.

SECTION J109
DHAINAGE AND TERRACING

JUALT Geperal, Unless otherwise recommended by a regis-
tered design professional. drainage facilities and terracing shall
be provided in accordance with the requirements of this sec-
o,
Execepton: Drainage {acilities and tetracing need not be
provided where the groand slope is not stecper than 3 hon-
zantal to 1 vertical (33 percant).

Penperiy
_Lr-e
Top of

HIE bk 5 8 530 men) i Slopn

A4 kg ot macaed

101, (2049 mm) maoamum

P ropeeety
Line
Cut e Fit 1
Ehopa Mt i
HS hul 2 It (B0 i Topol ’
unﬁr:ml Mll::ﬁ P AR — e Fnieh Grade
20 It (8BS mm) rmemmam
InLarc=pior Drn
h T requred)
:Nalumlw
Finish arade
For 5L 1 foor= 304 B mom.
FIGURE .J108.1
DRAINAGE DIMENSIONS 1 4
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J109.2 Tervaces, Terraces at deast 6 foct {1529 mm} in width
shall be established at not eore than 30-foot (9144 mm) verti-
cal intervals on all cut or fill slopes to contiral surface drainage
and dabris. Svitable access shall be provided to allow for clean-
ing and mainienance.

Where more than two terraces are required, one terrace,
located at approximately mid-height, shall be at least 12 feet
{3658 mm) in width.

Swales or ditches shall be provided on terraces. They shall
have a mininm gradient of 20 horizontal to 1 vertical (3 pet-
cent) and shall be paved with concrete not lass than 3 inches (76
tum) in thickness, or with other materials suitable to the appli-
cation. They shall have a minimom depth of 12 inches (31’35
min) and a minimum width of 5 leet {1 524 T,

A single run of swale or ditch shall not collect ropoft from a
tributary area exceeding 13,500 square feet {1256 m?} (pro-
Jected) without discharging tnto a down drain.

J18.3 Intercepior drains. Imterceptor drams shall be
instatled alongthe top of cut slopes receiving drainage from a
tribulary width greater than 40 feet (12 192 mm), measured
horizontally, They shali huve a minimum depth of 1 foot (305
mim} and 3 minimuom width of 3 feet (915 mm}. The slope shail
be approved by the building official, but shall not be less than
3 horizontal to 1 vertical (2 percent). The drain shall be paved
with concrete not less than 3 inches (76 smum) in thickness, orby
othet matetials suitable to the application, Discharge from the
drain shall be accomplished in 2 manoer to prevent etosion and
sheli be approved by the building official.

J109.4 Drainage across property lines. Drainage across
properiy lines shall not excead that which existed prior to gead-

ing. Excess or concentrated drainage shall be contained on site

ar directzd to an approved dminage facility. Erosion of the
ground in the ares of discharge shall be prevented by installa-
tion of nonerosive down drains or other devices.

SECTION J110
EROSION CONTROL

J118.1 General. The faces of cot and fill slopes shall be pre-
pared and maintained to control arosion. This control shall be
permitted 10 consist of effective planting.

Exception: Erosion control measures aced not be provided
an cut slopes not subject to erosion due to the erosion-resis-
tant character of the materials

Erosion control for the slopes shall be installed as scon as
practicable and prior o calling tor fipal inspection,
J118.2 Other devices, Where necessary, check dams, crib-
bing, riprap or other devices or methods shall be emploved to
control erosion and provide safety,

SECTION J111

REFERENCED STANDARDS

ASTM D 1557-01

Test Method for Laboratory 11678
Compaction Characterstics

of 5ol Using Modified Effor
[56,000 fi-Ib/i

(2. 700kN-m/m)].
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ORDINANGE NO.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING
SECTION 8.04.015 OF THE PALM SPRINGS MUNICIPAL
CQODE FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDING APPENDIX J
“GRADING” OF THE 2007 EDITION OF THE
CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE TCO CLARIFY GRADING
DESIGNATIONS AND GRADING REQUIREMENTS.

City Attorney Summary

This Ordinance amends Crdinance No. 1735 and Section
8.04.015 of the Palm Sprngs Municipal Code o
incorporate Sections 3308.3 ‘Grading Designation” and
3309.4 ‘Enginecred Grading Requirermnents” of Appendix
Chapter 33 “Excavation and Grading” of the 2001 Edition of
the California Building Code.

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Palm Springs, California, adopted
Ordinance No. 1735 on February 20, 2008, an Ordinance to adopt and amend the 2007
Editions of the California Building Code; and

WHEREAS, Section 3 of Ordinance No. 1735 amended Section 8.04.015
“California Building Code — Additions, Amendments and Deletions” to incorporate
references to grading plan designations; and '

WHEREAS, Section 3309.3 “Grading Designation” and Section 3308.4
“Engineered Grading Requirements” of Appendix Chapter 33 “Excavation and Grading”
of the 2001 Edition of the California Building Code were eliminated from Appendix J
*Grading” of the 2007 Edition of the California Building Code; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to incorporate Section 33083 "Grading Designation”
and Section 33089.4 “Engineered Grading Requirements” of Appendix Chapter 33
“Excavation and Grading” of the 2001 Edition of the California Building Code, as
previously amended by the City of Palm Springs, intc Appendix J "Grading” of the 2007
Edition of the California Building Code.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALM SPRINGS DOES HEREBY
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Section 8.04.015 “Califomia Building Code - Additions,
Amendments and Deletions” is hereby amended as foliows:

Item (25) is hereby deleted and replaced with the following:

The following is added to Apendix J, Section J104.1 “Submittai Requirements™
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Ordinance No.
Fage 2

Grading Designation. Grading in excess of 2,000 cubic yards shall be
performed in accordance with an approved grading plan prepared by a civil engineer,
and shall be designated as “engineered grading”. Grading involving less than 2,000 but
more than 50 cubic yards shall be performed in accordance with an approved grading
plan prepared by an appropriate design professional as allowed by the building official,
and shall be designated “regular grading” unless the permittee chooses tc have the
grading petformed as engineered grading, or the building official determines that special
conditions or unusual hazards exist, in which case grading shall conform to the
requirements for engineered grading. Grading involving less than 50 cubic yards shall
be exempt from the requirements for a grading plan, unless determined otherwise by
the building official, in which case grading shall conform to the requirements for reguiar
grading. '

Exception: Grading in excess of 2,000 cubic yards which is primarily of a
landscaping and “fine grading” nature, where no flood hazard is present, may be
designated “regular grading” at the discretion of the building official.

The following is added to Appendix J, Section J104.2 “Site Plan Requirements™

Engineered Grading Requirements. Application for a grading permit shall be
accompanied by sets of plans and specifications, and a soils report mesting the
requirements of Sectfion J104.3. The plans and specifications shall be prepared and
signed by an individual licensed to practice as a civil engineer by the California Board of
Professicnal Engineers and Land Surveyors,

Specifications, when required, shall contain information covering construction
and material requirements.

Plans shall be drawn to scale and shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the
nature and extent of the work proposed and show in detail that they will conform to the
provigions of this code and all relevant laws, ordinances, rules, and regulations.
Specific requirements on the preparation of grading plans shall be established by the
building official, which shall be published in a grading plan check sheet by the Public
Works and Engineering Department.

Regular Grading Reqguirements. Application for a grading permit shall be
accompanied by two sets of plans and specifications, and a soills report meeting the
requirements of Section J104.3. The plans and specifications shall be prepared and
signed by an individual appropriately licensed to practice civil engineering, architecture,
or a similar field by the state of California, with experience preparing grading plans, or
as allowed by the building official.

Plans and specifications for regular grading shall conform fo the requirements for
engineered grading; however, particular requirements in the grading plan check sheet
published by the Public Works and Engineering Department may be waived af the
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discretion of the building official given the particular nature of proposed grading
designated as “regular grading”.

SECTION 2. If any section or provision of this Ordinance is for any reason heid
to be invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, or contravened
by reason of any preemptive legislation, the remaining sections and/er provisions of this
ordinance shall remain valid. The City Council hereby declares that it would have
adopted this Ordinance, and each section ar provision thereof, regardless of the fact
that any one or more section{s) or provigion(s} may be dectared invalid or
unconstitutional! or contravened via legislation.

SECTION 3. The Mayor shall sign and the City Clerk shall certify to the passage
and adoption of this Ordinance and shall cause the same, or the summary thereot, to be
published and posted pursuant to the provisions of law and this Ordinance shall take
effect thirty {30) days after passage.

[SIGNATURE PAGE FDLLDWS]
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ADOPTED THIS DAY OF , 2010,

STEPHEN P. POUGNET, MAYOR
ATTEST:

JAMES THOMPSON, CITY CLERK

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

DOUGLAS C. HOLLAND, CITY ATTORNEY

CERTIFICATION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE ) SS.
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS )

I, JAMES THOMPSON, City Clerk of the City of Paim Springs. Califomia, do
hereby certify that Ordinance No. __ is a full, true, and correct copy, and was
introduced at a regular meeting of the Palm Springs City Council on ,
2010, and adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council held on .
2010 by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

James Thompson, City Clerk
City of Palm Springs, California
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