CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT

DATE: February 17, 2010 NEW BUSINESS

SUBJECT: COUNCIL AFPPROVAL OF CONCEPTUAL TRAILHEAD AND TRAIL
SIGNAGE PROGRAM

FROM: Cavid H. Ready, City Manager

BY: Parks and Recraation

SUMMARY

Members of the community, the Parks and Recreation Commission and, most recently,
the Eco-Tourism Task Force have identified the placement of signage at our trailheads
as an important need. A Conceptual plan for trailheads and frail signage was prepared,
and at its September 8, 2008 meeting, the Parks and Recreation Commission, voted
unanimously to recommend approval to the City Council, and fo have staff work
cooperatively with the trail groups. Since that time, staff has coordinated wath trail user
groups, residents, and the Multi Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP) trail sub-
committee members.  Staff recommends the City Council approve the Conceptual
Traithead and Trail signage program and direct staff to work with the Agua Calients
Band of Cahuilla Indians and the MSHCP trails committee on specific text for signs prior
to installation.

RECOMMENDATION:

1. Approval of the Conceptual Trailhead and Trail Signage Program,

2. Direct staff to work with the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuiflla Indians and the
MSHCP to develop final language for the signage.

3. Solicit bids for fabrication and installation.

STAFF ANALYSIS:

The City of Palm Springs has a rich history of trail use and an exceptional inventory of
hiking, biking, and equestrian trails in our open space. There is however, no consistent
trailhead or traii signage program io allow those who are not already familiar with our
trails, easy access. Much work has been done over the years by the different trail user
groups and advocates to provide frail information, however the City has not taken a
comprehensive approach for our trailheads. In response to these group’s requests,
staff has worked with Fierre Consulting to research existing conditions and propose a
conceptual program to brand the existing Trailheads, and provide better identification at
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cf the trailheads. This effort was initiated by the Eco-tourism Task Force and has been
presented to the Coachella Valley Trails Coaliticn and the Trails Sub-Committee of the
Multi-Species Habitat Conservation Program (MSHCP).

When the Eco-tourism Task Force convened, it determined that the creation of a sign
program and trailhead delineation was of primary importance in promoting Paim Springs
as an Eco-tourism destination. Staff and consultant have inventoried each trailhead
location, and surveved the existing way-finding signs. Research into previous approvals
and actions was conducted to understand the varied signs and use at each lecation.

Implementaticn:

February 17, 2010 Approval of Concept plan

February 18 to March 4, 2010 Finalize sign {ext with Tribal staff and MSHCP
March 8, 2010 Submit to Tribal staff for Tribal review

TBD Indian Planning Commission

TBD Tribal Council Planning

February 18 o March 18, 2010 Cost proposals for fabrication and installation
TBD Tribal Council

Apnl 2010 Installations

FISCAL IMPACT:

Fabrication and Installation costs are unknown at this time. Following approval of the
conceptual design, staff will solicit bids and return to City Council for award of bid and
allocation of funds. The Parks, Open Space, and Trails Foundation {now defunct) created
a fund some years ago for trail related projects and there is $83,000 in account # 261-
4496-54002 which can be used for this project.

CooleensS 20/ D %%gm&
Sharon Heidét, Director Tom Wilson, Assistant City Manager

Parks and Recreation

David H. Rea anAfer

Attachments: Conceptual Trailheads and Signage Program
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Palm Springs has an extensive trail program within and surrounding the City
boundaries that can be accessed by the residents and those that visit. The majority of
these trails have existed since the indigenous Native Americans were living in these
areas as they used the trails for hunting, trade routes and travel amongst their
neighbors. Unfortunately there is minimal directional signage and very often
inconvenient parking. If one is familiar with the locations of the trails they can be
accessed however newer residents and visitors to the community can be left
wandering and searching without success.

There is some signage but it is inconsistent as to form and materials which a City
trail policy would address. There is also a lack of any public information that
promotes these natural amenities. In fact, there is also an inconsistency with the
names of the trails in the City’s General Plan and the trail’s names that are used by
the trail users.

There are eleven existing trailheads and this report addresses eight of these
trailheads in more detail with specific and general recommendations. The trailheads
that aren’t addressed (Whitewater, Visitor Center and Tramway) have adequate
parking, and are in good condition. The recommendations in this report address on-
site and directional signage, parking and a branding program that will inform the
public about the trails as well as assist them to have a more enjoyable and safe
experience when using the trails.
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INTRODUCTION

This project is to be in two phases:

First, to gather and review the information on eight trailheads of the City’s existing
eleven; to review previous City actions, identify ownership or easements and any
restrictions in relation to signage and parking and finally to meet with the interested
community organizations.

Second, make recommendations for the removal or the installation of signage at
each trailhead and make recommendation for signage and recommend parking
locations for each trailhead.

As there was a difference between the names of some of the trailhead sites in the
City’s General Plan and the list that the Desert Trails Coalition provided this report
uses the name and the spelling consistent with the City’s General Plan.

Palm Springs Trailheads & Signage Program
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BACKGROUND & GOALS

The City of Palm Springs has a rich cultural history with a wonderful setting and
climate, surrounded by an abundance of trails most of which were created by the
Aqua Caliente Cahuilla Indians indigenous to the areas of what is now Riverside and
San Diego Counties. These trails were used for travel amongst bands of the
neighboring Native Americans, and for hunting and trade routes. The Aqua Caliente
Cahuilla Indians settled in Tahquitz, Chino, Palm, Murray, Andreas Indian Canyons
which had a good water supply, variety of plants and animals so they were able to
thrive and remnants of their complex society has remained and is visible through
the trail system which still exists.

Within these areas there are also two places listed on the National Register of
Historic Places - The Andreas Canyon and the Tahquitz Canyon. These open space
lands provide not only recreational value but they also have ecological resources and
scenic value that can be enjoyed by residents and visitors.

In 2006 the Parks & Recreation Commission received a presentation from Chuck
Nisbet, President of the Desert Trails Coalition outlining their organizations’
concerns about trail maintenance, parking, signage, amenities and the volunteer
support that was available to the City. The Commission asked how they could help
with trail signs and Mr. Nisbet responded that his organization would put together a
proposal which was presented to the Commission the next month. Minutes from
these meetings and the Trailhead Signage Proposal that was prepared by the Desert
Trails Coalition are provided in the Appendix.

GOALS

Although the City’s trail system has been in existence for many years, there is not a
comprehensive or consistent approach to parking, access, easements, or signage.
This report sets goals for implementation of:

Primary Trailheads — Where feasible larger areas to provide integrated parking
and entrance to the trail system. Up to 15 parking stalls, including up to four
equestrian sized stalls may be provided, entrance kiosk, trail signage, benches, trash
cans, and ADA overlooks or access as permitted.

Secondary Trailheads — These will be the more common entrance to the trail
system as they require less flat area and currently exist in an informal manner.
These entrances may provide parking; however it may not be integrated within one
site, and may use adjacent streets or rights of way for parking. The number of
parking stalls is dictated by existing conditions. These entrances will provide
entrance kiosk, trail signage, benches where size permits, and trash cans.
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Parking signs, Striping, Boulders or other — as needed per the existing
conditions either a, “Trailhead Parking” sign, pavement striping, or strategic boulder
placement shall be used for Trailheads to delineate appropriate parking.

Entrance Kiosks — These structures shall be placed at each trailhead location and
shall be constructed of weathered Cortan steel to mimic the existing signs. Each
shall be have a covered two sided signage area. One side shall have a directional map
and note the name of the trailhead in which it is located, the other side can house
interpretive information.

Directional Signage —Throughout the City signs informing the public as to the
locations of the trailheads shall be installed within the City Right of Way. Signs shall
be consistent with exiting directional signs noting locations such as DeMuth Park,
City Hall, etc.

On-Trail Signage — Placement of key on-trail signage is needed where trials
intersect or change direction. Given the number of existing trials, it may be difficult
for those unfamiliar with the trails to remain on the intended course as new trails
enter and exit. Cooperation with the existing trail user groups and search and rescue
members may assist in the placement of arrows and trail names. A simple system of
commercially available recycled plastic 4” posts with various trail signs is
recommended due to ease of placement within rocky soil, cost, and availability.

Palm Springs Trailheads & Signage Program
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TRAILHEAD SITES

QOverview

Several of the trailheads were hard to locate and with the exception of one trailhead
there wasn’t directional signage that could be seen. The three trailheads located near
downtown were relatively easy to find however the five in the southern portion of the
City were difficult to locate without a City guide who was familiar with each of the
sites. As there was a difference between the names of each of the trailhead sites in
the City’s General Plan and the list that the Desert Trails Coalition provided this
report uses the name and the spelling consistent with the approved General Plan.

After reviewing each of the trailhead locations, researching existing easements, street
improvement plans, and conferring with Engineering staff, the following are
recommendations for each Trailhead. Of the eight Trailheads studied, only the
Tahquitz Trailhead has complications in ownership with regard to implementing
parking.

Araby Trailhead

The Araby Trailhead site is located on the south side of East Palm Canyon Drive just
east of the Palm Canyon Wash Bridge at the intersection of Southridge Drive. There
is adequate space available for parking but it will need parking signage which also
permits equestrian parking, and delineation of parking area. The Araby Trail is on
both sides of Southridge Drive but there are signage on only one side of the trail and
it is hard to read because of the age of the sign and the adjacent foliage. Directional
signage is needed for drivers traveling on East Palm Canyon Drive. This is an uphill
hike and on one side it will take you past Bob Hope’s previous home.

Where each trail begins there is limited extra space however a kiosk could be located
at one end of the parking lot. This site is appropriate for a primary trailhead.

Figure 1 Existing Area for Parking at Araby
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Recommendations:

1. Provide directional signage on both sides of
East Palm Canyon Drive

2. Provide parking signage

3. Provide trail signage on both sides of
Southridge Drive with Standardized
Trailhead Signage

4. Locate a trail kiosk at one end of the
parking lot

5. City owns sufficient right of way along East
Palm Canyon to allow a Primary Trailhead.
Existing right of way is 200’ with a 64’ road
width. Recommend delineation of 17’x10’
parking stalls and 20’ drive isle.

"

Figure 2 Existing Trailhead Signage

Desert Riders’ Trailhead

The Desert Rider’s Trailhead is located on South Palm Canyon Drive with the trail
running adjacent and within the County’s Flood Control Basin. People currently park
within the City’s right-a way along South Palm Canyon Drive, however a street
widening project is underway which will remove right of way. Parking will need to
be delineated as on-street parking following the street improvement to its ultimate
width. There is neither directional signage nor any trailhead signage, both of which
are needed. This site is appropriate for a Secondary Trailhead treatment.

Recommendations:

Provide directional signage

Provide trail signage

Provide a trail kiosk

Stripe on-street parking following completion of street improvements

Seek access easement with Riverside County Flood Control for access along
existing maintenance road.

PP

Garstin Trailhead

The Garstin Trailhead is located on South Barona Road off East Bogert Trail. Barona
Road is a short street with only two homes which dead ends into the Riverside
County Flood Control Channel. The City owns a portion of the street frontage
between the residential property and the flood control channel on the north and east
sides of the Barona Road.
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Figure 3 Beginning of City Property adjacent to
private property

Figure 4 Parking Lot Opportunity on South Barona Rd. cul-de-sac

Because the City owned property is a steep rocky slope it would be extremely hard
and expensive to carve any parking stalls into the side of the slope. The existing road
width anticipated expansion to a secondary arterial; however no plans for this
improvement are anticipated in the future. Given the additional width for a
residential street, it is recommended that the road be striped to allow head in
parking on the east side, and parallel parking on the west side. Additionally, site is
appropriate for a Secondary Trailhead treatment with directional signage as the trail
head is accessed from within a residential development.

Recommendations:

1. Stripe new centerline and head in parking stalls along with parallel stalls
where space permits.

2. Provide directional signage

3. Provide trail signage

4. Provide a trail kiosk

Golf Course Trailhead (alternative name Museum Trailhead)

This site is accessed from the north parking lot of the Palm Springs Art Museum at
the intersection of North Belardo Road and Museum Drive. It has a Kiosk naming it
as the Museum Trail. It is the only trail where offsite directional signage exists. 1
was informed that the signage was designed and installed by the Museum. The
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directional signage is on Museum Drive near the intersection of East Tahquitz
Canyon Drive, located at ground level in the public right-a-way landscaping. Further
evaluation should be done to see if other directional signage is necessary when
approaching the trail head from the opposite direction. This Trailhead is accessed
through the Museum parking lot and not through the adjacent golf course so
consideration to renaming the Museum Trailhead should be given to avoid any
confusion.

Figure 5 Directional Signage

Additionally, an agreement that allows the public to use the parking lot could not be
located and negotiations should be confirmed so there are not any parking problems
in the future. This location is a Secondary Trailhead site.

Recommendations:

1. Rename this trailhead in the City’s next General Plan Amendment to
“Museum Trailhead”

2. Negotiate an agreement to permit trail users parking within the Museum’s
parking lot.

3. Evaluate if an additional directional signage is needed and place all
directional signage at eye level.

4. Negotiate an agreement to permit trail users to cross private property

Murray Canyon Trailhead

The Murray Canyon Trailhead is located adjacent to the Smoke Tree Stables and a
Riverside County Flood Control Channel at the intersection of the Murray Canyon
Drive cul-de-sac and South Toledo Avenue. Again, directional signage is needed as

Palm Springs Trailheads & Signage Program
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well as a trailhead sign. Parallel parking is can be delineated along both Murray
Canyon Drive and Toledo. As the trail is within the County’s Flood Control right-a-
way any signage will need the County’s approval if the agreement doesn’t address
this issue. If an easement with Riverside County Flood Control can be negotiated a
Primary Trailhead could be appropriate, however the site is also consistent with a
Secondary Trailhead if necessary due to access constraints.

Recommendations:

Provide directional signage

Provide trail signage

Provide a trail kiosk

Gain access easement from Riverside County Flood Control.
Sign and stripe parking on adjacent Murray Canyon Drive

S

Equestrian Only Trailhead (Alternative name North Lykken Trailhead)

The Equestrian Only Trailhead is located at the end of Ramon Road which is posted
“No Parking” although there is a dirt area along the edge of the street’s asphalt and
because the street dead ends there could also be an opportunity to have head-in
parking. After discussions with City’s engineering staff, parking stalls can be
delineated off-street on the unpaved city property, and because there are houses
nearby recommend restricting the hours to allow parking only from dawn to dusk.
This area is appropriate for a Primary Trailhead.

Recommendations:

1. Inthe City’s next General Plan Amendment process rename this site to “North
Lykken Trailhead”

2. Provide directional signage

3. Provide trail signage

4. Provide a trail kiosk

5. Use boulders to delineate off-pavement parking on the north side of Ramon.

Palm Canyon Trailhead

This site is at the end of East Escoba Drive at the end of the cul-de-sac and is marked
with a wood Bud Furer Trail sign leading into the Tahquitz Creek Golf Resort which
permits horses on the golf cart path. Directional signage is needed and the City
should consider renaming the trailhead to the Bud Furer Trailhead and also checking
if the signage that permits horses on the golf cart path are still displayed. The City’s
Engineering staff has confirmed the street width is sufficient to allow striping of on-
street parking on East Escoba.

Palm Springs Trailheads & Signage Program
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Recommendations:

1. Rename this trailhead in the City’s next General Plan Amendment to “Bud
Furer Trailhead “

2. Provide directional signage

3. Provide a trail kiosk

4. Stripe on-street parking spaces

Tahquitz Trailhead (alternative name South Lykken Trailhead)

Located at the west end of Mesquite Avenue this trailhead has a rustic metal sign
labeled “Carl Lykken Trail” and it is also on the entrance road to the Tahquitz
Canyon Visitors’ Center to the Lykken Trail. Directional signage is needed and
parking is needed. This site is the most difficult as the City owns no right of way
sufficient for parking along Mesquite. Property is privately owned or tribal owned.
This site should be discussed in partnership with the Tribe or Bureau of Indian
Affairs to determine future needs for parking and access due to proximity to the
Tahquitz Canyon Visitor’s Center.

Figure 6 Existing Trailhead Signage

_OPEN: » GCTOBER - JUNE: OPEN DAILY
i Z.JO-S: pUIfM + JULY - SEPTENBER: GPEN FRI, SAT, SUN *
ADULTS: 91250 CHILDTEN 1 (1or s6.00

PLEASE. NO PETS R SMOKING BEYOND THIS POINT

Figure 7 Gate Signage
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Recommendations:

1) In City’s next General Plan Amendment process rename site to “South
Lykken Trailhead”

2) Provide directional signage

3) Provide a trail kiosk

4) Determine ownership and meet with Tribe or Bureau of Indian Affairs to
determine strategy for parking

BRANDING PROGRAM

Signage Overview

The trails’ signage that is displayed in the City is minimal and it is an assortment of
styles, materials and verbiage. There is no consistency in the existing signage. Even
some of the names of the trail heads are dissimilar between the City’s General Plan
and what is commonly used by the community and what the existing signage reads.
This is the result of the lack of a standardize trail signage program that has been
adopted by the City.

The City needs to first standardize all of the Trailhead names and then adopt and
implement a branding program for all of the signage within the trails program. This
section offers some alternatives to consider. Although this report only addresses
eight trailheads there are three more existing trailheads (Whitewater Trailhead,
Visitor Center Trailhead, Tramway Trailhead) and all eleven existing trailheads
should be included within any future adopted trail program.

Recommendations:

1. Standardize all Trailhead Names so they are consistent with the City’s General
Plan, all maps and signage or do a General Plan Amendment to standardize
all approved Trailhead names.

2. Develop a City trailhead policy that outlines the parameters of each trailhead
site.

3. Develop and implement a Trailhead Branding Program to include consistent
signage (onsite and off-site), trail maps, and a trail section within the City’s
website and the City’s Recreation Department Brochure.

4. Use any approved Trailhead Branding program with the existing Whitewater
Trailhead, Visitor Center Trailhead, Tramway Trailhead and all future
trailheads.

Palm Springs Trailheads & Signage Program
October, 2009
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City’s Website

These natural resources aren’t mentioned within the City’s official website making it
difficult to access the trails without prior knowledge of the trailheads. After the City
implements the signage program it is recommended that a section on trails be
included on its website and explore the opportunity to coordinate with the City’s
Search & Rescue Unit to download the GPS coordinates for all trails so that the
public can download the trail coordinates onto their personal GPS units prior to
using any of the trails.

Recommendations:

1. Coordinate with the City’s Communications Department to have a trails
section created within the City’s website.

2. Coordinate with the City’s Search & Rescue Unit to download GPS coordinates
for all trails on the City’s website so that the public can download the trail
coordinates to their personal GPS units.

Trail Signage

Many of the trails are within private property and it is important that the trail users
stay on the trail in order that the trail access is not revoked or that the trail users do
not get lost. Reviewing maps of the trails maps it is evident that many trails bisect
each other and the City should consider signage at each of the trail intersections to
assist hikers.

In conversation with a member of the City’s Search & Rescue Unit it was learned that
both the Lykken and Sky Line Trails have numerous calls for service from both
experienced and inexperience hikers. Some of these calls could be avoided with
better trail signage and an ability to download the trails’ GPS coordinates via the
City’s website prior to starting any hike. In that conversation it was learned that they
have the trail’s GPS coordinates and it is recommended that they should be formally
approached with a goal for the City to acquire the GPS information and to place it on
the City’s website.

Recommendations:

1. Formally coordinate with the City’s Search & Rescue Unit to download GPS
coordinates for all trails on the City’s website so that the public can download
the trail coordinates to their personal GPS units.

Palm Springs Trailheads & Signage Program
October, 2009
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Figure 8 Existing Signage on Museum
(Golf Course) Trail

 Permission To Crogg

Mevocable Ay Any Time
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Trail Maps

Pocket-sized trail maps should be considered and included in the overall Branding
Program. Palm Desert has a good trail map that is available at the City’s visitor’s
center and that type of format should be considered. Trail maps can be expensive to
print however a sponsor or sponsors could be considered and the cost of the maps
could be under-written.

Directional and Parking Signage

Directional signage is needed but these could be limited to only key locations if there
was good trail map that also contained directional information that could be utilized
by anyone unfamiliar with the location of the City’s trailheads.

Where parking is permitted there should be signage and if there are any restrictions
those should be noted. It is suggested that any parking signage should be the type
and material that is commonly utilized else where in the City and the verbiage should
be consistent.

Recommendations:
1. Identify directional signage at each location for ease of locating all of the
trailhead sites.
2. Parking signage should be uniform and the type and material that is
commonly utilized else where in the City.

Trailhead Signage and Kiosk or Message Centers

Each of the trailheads sites should be have signage that informs people as to which
trailhead site they are using and a kiosk or message center that provides the general
rules and the trails that can be accessed through that trailhead. They should be

Palm Springs Trailheads & Signage Program
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made of metal to match existing historic signs. Presently only one trailhead has
signage and only one other has a kiosk.

Kiosk’s are one way that the City can transmit information to a large numbers of
trail users and are relativity inexpensive as compared to the people that can be
benefitted at most if not all of the trailhead sites.

veicome to'the ™|
Museum Trail..,

i 10t foop
| cannecting with the Ramon Roed
branch {o the south.
Due to'steepness and exposue
to the sun, carry ample water,
There i5 70 waler cn this trail

Please stay on the frail!
The wildlife and plants in this ragion ara highly adapted to dasen .
conditions but canriot survive humen trampling. : I

Figure 9 Existing Wall Mounted Kiosk

Branding Program Alternatives

1. The City will have to decide what type of materials that it wants to use for the
signs— wood, metal or recycled plastic. The recommendation is to use
recycled plastic as much as possible which will withstand the natural elements
better than wood, however the potential for vandalism should be considered
in the selection.

2. Develop a trail policy such as stated below in the following example:

Each trail head will have the following:

» Name of the site on a sign constructed of recycled plastic or
salvaged Cortan Steel

» Lettering shall be a minimum of 6” high for City name and
minimum of 4” high for site name

» Lettering shall be of a contrasting color from the material of the
sign

» There shall be a City Logo and/or the words ‘City of Palm Springs’
on each sign

Palm Springs Trailheads & Signage Program
October, 2009
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A kiosk should be constructed of salvaged Cortan Steel or recycled
plastic. The ability to place signage on the front and back panels of
the kiosk

Signage as to what is permitted or not on the trails (i.e.: horses,
dogs, etc.

One side of the kiosk shall have a directional map and the other
side can house interpretive information.

A trash can will be at each site

There will be a directional signage for each trailhead

On the trails at each intersection there will be a sign pointing the
direction of each trail

Designate where parking is permitted

3. Develop a branding program for the City’s trail program that standardizes the
signage and also informs the public about these natural resources that can be
enjoyed by residents and visitors. This program will include, minimally, the
City’s Website, the Parks and Recreation Department’s Quarterly Activities
Brochure and all trails’ maps and literature.

Power Point Presentation

A Power Point Presentation that was made to representatives of the Parks and
Recreation Commission and members of the community to demonstrate what this
report was going to propose and to receive a preliminary reaction to the direction
and the work that had been completed. These four slides are provided in the

appendix.
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CONCLUSIONS & SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS

General Recommendations:

A. Standardize all Trailhead Names so they are consistent with the City’s General
Plan, all maps and signage or do a General Plan Amendment to standardize
all approved Trailhead names.

B. Develop a City trailhead policy that outlines the parameters of each trailhead
site.

C. Develop and implement a Trailhead Branding Program to include consistent
signage (onsite and off-site), trail maps, and a tail section within the City’s
website and the City’s Recreation Department Brochure.

D. Use any approved Trailhead Branding program with the existing Whitewater
Trailhead, Visitor Center Trailhead, Tramway Trailhead and all future
trailheads.

E. Coordinate with the City’s Communications Department to have a trails
section created within the City’s website.

F. Coordinate with the City’s Search & Rescue Unit to download GPS coordinates
for all trails on the City’s website so that the public can download the trail
coordinates to their personal GPS units.

G. Identify directional signage at each location for ease of locating all of the
trailhead sites.

H. Parking signage should be uniform and the type and material that is
commonly utilized else where in the City.

I. City should consider signage at each of the trail intersections out in the open
space.

Specific Trailhead Recommendations:

J. Araby Trailhead
1) Provide directional signage on both sides of East Palm Canyon Drive
2) Provide parking signage
3) Provide trail signage on both sides of Southridge Drive with Standardized
Trailhead Signage
4) Locate a trail kiosk at one end of the parking lot
5) City owns sufficient right of way along East Palm Canyon to allow a
Primary Trailhead. Existing right of way is 200’ with a 64’ road width.
Recommend delineation of 17°x10’ parking stalls and 20’ drive isle.
K. Desert Riders’ Trailhead
1) Provide directional signage
2) Provide trail signage
3) Provide a trail kiosk
4) Stripe on-street parking following completion of street improvements
5) Seek access easement with Riverside County Flood Control for access
along existing maintenance road

Palm Springs Trailheads & Signage Program
October, 2009
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L. Garstin Trailhead
1) Request City’s Traffic Engineer to permit head-in parking stalls painted on
Barona Road where it adjoins the County’s Flood Control Channel.
2) Provide directional signage
3) Provide trail signage
4) Provide a trail kiosk
M. Golf Course Trailhead (alternative name Museum Trailhead)
1) Rename this trailhead in the City’s next General Plan Amendment to
“Museum Trailhead”
2) Negotiate an agreement to permit trail users parking within the Museum’s
parking lot
3) Negotiate an agreement to permit trail users to cross private property
4) Evaluate if an additional directional signage is needed and place all
directional signage at eye level
N. Murray Canyon Trailhead
1) Provide directional signage
2) Provide trail signage
3) Provide a trail kiosk
4) Gain access easement from Riverside County Flood Control
5) Sign and stripe parking on adjacent Murray Canyon Drive
O. Equestrian Only Trailhead (Alternate name North Lykken Trailhead)
1) Inthe City’s next General Plan Amendment process rename this site to
“North Lykken Trailhead”
2) Provide directional signage
3) Provide trail signage
4) Provide a trail kiosk
5) Use boulders to delineate off-pavement parking on the north side of
Ramon
P. Palm Canyon Trailhead
1) Rename this trailhead in the City’s next General Plan Amendment to “Bud
Furer Trailhead”
2) Provide directional signage
3) Provide a trail kiosk
4) Stripe on-street parking spaces
Q. Tahquitz Trailhead (alternative name South Lykken Trailhead)
1) In City’s next General Plan Amendment process rename site to “South
Lykken Trailhead”
2) Provide directional signage
3) Provide a trail kiosk
4) Determine ownership and meet with Tribe or Bureau of Indian Affairs to
determine strategy for parking

Palm Springs Trailheads & Signage Program
October, 2009
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APPENDIX
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ADDITIONAL PHOTO EXAMPLES

Figure 10 Freestanding Kiosk

Figure 11 Trail Head Signage

Palm Springs Trailheads & Signage Program
October, 2009
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CITY OF PALM SPRINGS
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MINUTES
Wednesday Youth Room
March 8, 2006 2:30 p.m, James O. Jessie Desert Highland Unity Center

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

Cosimo Ajello

Lauri Aylaian

Nancy Bentinck, Vice Chair

Craig Borba (nonvoting)

Ellon Brannigan

sjofwn

David Darrin

(]
z
o

Helene LeClair

Kelth McCormilek

| Joy Meredith
Eridgette Sullenger

SO INIOG]AIO A

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT

Scotit Mikesell, Director, Department of Parks and Recreation

Vicki Oltean, Parks and Recreation Manager, Departmant of Parks and Recrsation
Michele Cirane Colller, Special Events Coordinatar, Depariment of Parks and Recreation
Lois Ware, Adminiatrative Assistant, Department of Parka and Recreation

'REPORT OF POSTING

The Agenda for this. mesting was posted at the Leisure Center, 401 S. Pavifion Way, and City Hall, 3200 E. Tahqultz Canyon Way,
from 1:00 p.m. on Friday, March 3, 2008, to 2:30 p.m. on Wednesday, March 8, 2008,

1 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made and secondad that the Minutes of the January 11, 2006 meeting be approved as wrilten.

M/SIC (Aiello/Sullenger) 5/0
(Bentinck not present at time of vote)

R CARRESFPQNDENCE |

A. Letter dated January 10, 2005 (zic) from Marie Lyons Walgel re Potantial Park or Facilitios in Aroas 3 and 4 of
the Ganeral Piun

Director Mikosell revicwad the lefter from Marie Lyons Weigel, 380 Bogert Trail, whereoin she states that “we arc agalnst
any passlve parks being placed In our neighborhood” (Andreas Hills and Canyon - Arca 3) bacause of savaral

) drawbacks, i.e., kids partying and commiting petty crimes, broken beer and liuor batties, cars, mallboxes and,
landscaping vandalized and/or destroyed, noise from car stereos, and the homsless sieeping inthe goif cart paths and
pushing their carts around. She asked that they be placed on any list necessary for notification and information
regarding any potential parks or facilities proposed in Argas 3 and 4. Director Mikesell said that staff will investigate
as to whether or not those arcas have g homeowner assaciation represen(atlue or group.

Page 1of 5
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March 8, 2006
Parks and Recreatlon Commission

.

CORRESPONDENCE (Continued)
B. Letterrecelved February 27, 2006 from Jorry Schaonfold, President, West Coast Baseball Leaguo, ra Praposal

for Use of Palm Springs Stadlum

Director Mikesall reviewed the lstter frem Jerry Schoenfeld of the West Coast Baseball League (WCBL) inYarba Linda,
wherein he sets forth & proposal for wse of Palm Springs Stadium. Some of the points noted were annual baso rent
In the amaount of $25,000, which would go toward tha construction to maderhize the current facility up to $150,000 over
tha lease; leasc would be for five years with one five~year oplion; no other professional tcams would be allowed to play
at the stadlum during the lease; and WCBL would have exclusive uge of the stadiurn.

Director Mikesell noted that the commission instructod staff to negotiate an agroemant with Paim Springs Power; the
long-term lease (three years with two two-year extensions) will saon be finalized, with the same rental rate specified
in tha Comprehensiva Fae Schedule for nonprofit corporations and including $30,000 worth of stadiurm improvemants
per year, of which Palm Springs Power's share will be ong third. This new lease will generate about $70,000 over the
seven-year periad, not including Improvements. Last ysar's agreement gonerated about $13,000 from Paim Springs
Power for the City. The lease will be for non-exclusive use by Paim Springs Power, which means that the City can use
the stadium when the baseball season is over. He also noted that Palm Springs Power will be having a baseball game

before the Fourth of July celebration this year.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None.

LESISLATIVE ACTIONS

A. Proposad Digc Golf Caurase at Ruth Hardy Park

Director Mikesell said that after the last commission meeting, he contacted Randy Rood of Barrian County Parks in
Benton Harbor, Michigan, regarding that county's disc golf course, He also obtained goneral information from a wcbslte
regarding the procedure for establishing and maintaining a disc golf course. Shorly thareafier, Director Mikesell said
he recoived a telephone call from someone In Palm Desert who sald that city is making plans for a dise golf course.
Commissioner Alello sald that he stlll would like 1o have a temporary course at Frances Stevens Park for youth ta use
during VillagéFest on Thursday evenlngs. After discussion, a motion was made and seconded for staff to investigate
the feasibility of having a temporary disc golf course set up In Frances Stevens Park on Thursday evenings.

M/S/C (Aisllo/Sullenger) 8/0

. Draft Resolution of Support for Condemnation of O’Donneit Golf Course

Director Mikessll gave a brief background of this situation and. sald that if the commigsion Iz serious about having
O'Donnell Golf Course tumed into a downtown park, then a draft resolution should be prepared for City Council's
considaration. Many ofthe cormmissioners sald that after receiving commanis from Paim Springs rasidents and reading

respanses in the “Letters to the Edltor” section of The Desert Sun in opposition to this proposition, they would not

suppon such a proposal. After dlscussion, a mation was made and seconded 1o not support a resolutlon to condemn
Q'Donnell Golf Course,

M/S/C (Meredith/Bentinck) 5/1 (Brannigan)

. Discussion re Dogs In City Parks

Director Mikesell reviewed an e-mail ha received on Fabruary 21 from Scott Meredith fegarding both leashed and

unleashed dogs st Ruth Hardy Park and the owners who do nat ¢lean up efter thelr peta. He also reviewed Sections
11.44.060, “Prohibited conduct generally,” and 11.44.100. “Dogs in parks and recreation areas,” of the Palm Springs

Municipal Code. In Section 11,44.080 (1), it notes that no person shall “Rilch, fasten, {ead, drive or latloose any animal
or fowl of any kind. providod that this shall nat apply to a dog when led by a cord or chain not more than six feet loag.”
In Section 11.44,100, it notes that “Na person owning. or having the conlral ar cara of, any dog shall bring such dog
(oxcapt a Seeing Eyc dog leading a blind persan) into or upon a publi¢ park or recreation area; nor shall any sucn

‘person otherwise suffer or permit such dog 10 enter or remain in a public park ar recreatian area. This section shall not,

howevcr, apply to any person participating in a dog training class or dogy show or other activity necessanly involving
the gponsorship of, or pursLant to express permission of the city department of community servicexs." Commiasioner

- Bentinck sald that she is at Ruth Hardy Park four momings evary week and that pedple do not obey the dog rules.
‘Commissionor Mereadith sald that thare Is not @ neighborhood involvement group for that area to address this concem.,
Director Mikesell sald that the only way 1o alleviate some of these problems would be to establish “staions® at various

Page2of 5
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Mareh 8, 2006
Parks and Racreation Commission

IV.  LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS (Continued)

C. Discuasion re Dogs in City Parks (Continued)
areas of the park where trash cans and littar bags could be placed. After discussion, a motion was rade and seconded
for staff to Investigate the feasibility of having “stations” for dog waste In all City parks and draft a new ordinance for
the Palm Springs Municipal Code that would efiminate the ambiguity of Sections 11.44.050 and 11.44,100.

M/S/C (Meredith/Bentinck) 6/0

\'2 REPORTS AND REQUESTS

A. Commiesion
1. Genoral Plan Update

" Vice Chair Bontinek said that the Gensral Plan Steering Commiftee ¢omplated the fand vse section, which was
‘presented to City Council for its revicw and comments. No further meetings have haen schoduled following the
presentation to City Council, Vice Chair Bentinck sald she will check at the next committee meeting as to the status

of the parks section of the General Plan .

2. Committoo Reparts
a. Department Master Plan
None.
b. Speclal Events Policy
1) Special Events Policy Draft

Director Mikesell gave a brief background regarding the nood for a Special Evants Ordinance and asked
for commissioners’ comments regarding the proposed draft ordinance of February 4, 2006, preparsd by tho
City Attomey’s Office, which was sant to them several weeks ago and agaln In the commission meeting
packet, He noted that Chair Aylaian had sant him an e-mall with her comments and suggestions, which will

be taken into consideration.

Commissioner McCarinick asked if the art evantsin Frances Stevens Park would not violate Seation X.F.9.,
which reads. "The Event will not compets directly with existing fixed-ocation businesses in the City; ifit does
compatc direclly, the Event will pravide offsatting econemic stimulus.” Coordinator Cirone Collier said that
the City has a specific ordinance that protects art events and allows for six art shows per yeac at Frances

Stevens Park, with three being conducted by local organizations.

Coordinator Cirone Collier said that the ordinance needs to address security issues and time lines for
Insurance reqmremenls

" Discussion was alsa had abaut various aspects of the ordinance.

it was noted that Main Stieet shouid be involved in the review of this ordinance since there is a specific
policy in place regarding rules and regulations for downtown actlvities and events,

Commissionsr McCormick noted the possible need for more signs around event sitos.

" Adter additional review by City staffis conducted and additions, delstions and changes are mads, this matler
will bo breught back te tha commission for its recommendation.

e, Youth/Teen Activitlas ' .
1) Prosentation by J. Mnko Murphy, Palm Springs High School re Battls of the Bands

~ NOTE:  This matter was brought forward on the agsnda to allow the guest speaker to make his
; presentation and leave the masting for a previous commitmont.

-y
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V.  REPORTS AND REQUESTS (Continued)

A. Commlzsion (Continuad)
© 2. Committee Reports (Continued)
c. Youth/Taen Activitioas (Continucd)
1) Presentation by J. Mike Murphy, Palm Springs High School. re Battle of the Bands (Continuad)

J. Mike Murphy said thal the high school is again having a “Batte of the.Bands” on March 31 from 6:00 p.m,
te midnight in the quad area. Flyers have been distributad to all high achools in tho Ceachella Vallay to get
participants. A meeting will be hield on March 17 at 8:00 p.m. for those bands interested in particlpating and
Mr. Murphy suggested that a commissioner and staff might want to attend. He sald {hat threa cash prizes
are offered at this event, and sach band plays 35 minutes, with ten-minute intesvals betwesn sach
performance for band setup.. He sald that expenses are mainly for sscurity and betwaen 200 and 5§00
people usually attend these avents, in past years, there have been no major problems with the youth in
attendance. After discussion, Directar Mlkesell said that he and Manager Oltean will attend the March 17

meeting.
d. Transienfs/Homoless in Sunrige Plaza
None,

e, Trails Malntenance
1) Presentation by Chuck Nesbitt of the Coachelta Vailey Hiking Ciub

NOTE:  This maller was brought forward on the agenda to allow the guest speaker to make his
prasentation and leave the meeting for a pravious commitment.

Chuck Nesbhitt, President of the Desert Trail Coalition, said that Palm Springs is the trails capital of the
Coachelia Valley, with more than 60% of all public tran" beiny located in that city. As recreational assets,
he sald they must be preserved, maintained and enhanced and addressed faur impontant issues:

Parking Trail access requiros dedicatod parking, As more housmg is davoloped around traitheads, parking
is an issue. As more homes are bullt, homeowners are not happy when hikers park in front of Lheir
residences. Ha said that parking is especlally important for the Garstin, South @nd North Lykken, Ramon

and Araby lrails.

Maintenanca: When It ralns, trail arosion occurs. Erosion is particularly serious on the lower portion of the
South Lykken Trail. New water braaks need to Be installed and the fill-in completed to maintaln this trall.
Also, he noted that the dacommission and removal of shortcuts would help prevant future erasion.

Slgns: To make the trail more user-friendly, mors and clearer signs are nogded at the trailhoads. He said
‘that recently, the City of Palm Desert installed signs al the Hapalong Cassu:ly Trail, which could be a modael
for Palm Springs trail sighs. Me also said that clear directional trail marker signs are needed to keep peoplc
from getting lost, espacially at the Ramon and Museum trails approaches to Skyline Trail. He also noted

that the Indlan Canyons have wonderful examples of signs.

Amenities and Volunteer Suppaert: Mr. Nestibtt said that last December and January, the Coachella Valloy
Hiking Club, with funding from the Desort Trails Coalition, rebuilt the five picnic tables above the Museum
Trail, He noted that the picnic tablas at Murray Hill and the overlook of South Lykken Trail arc deterioraling
and peed t0 boe rebulit. Funds are needed to buy matenars far these projects, but volunteers from the Desert
Trails Coalition will provide the labor.

When asked about the funds from the disbanded Parks, Open Space and Tralls (POST) commitiee, Director
Mikessll sald that tha Planning Department had sont over a large box of files regarding POST but that ho

tias not had sufficiant tims to review the many files.

. Commissloner McCormick asked how the City can help with trail signs. Mr, Nasbitt said he will put togethor
a proposal for signs and markers and will coms back to the commisslon with that proposal.

Page 4 of 5
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Y.

REPORTS AND REQUESTS (Contlinuéd)

B. Public

Andrew Starke of the Palm Spiings Power bascball team spoke about the trangient/nomeless sltuation In Sunrise
Plaza. Hs passed around photographs that showed several acts of vandalism arcung Palm Springs Stadium and the
unsightly and unkempt conditions in that area. Ha noted that ha has received numerous complaints [n the past about

this issue from his players and patrone at the baseball games.

. Staff

1. Director's Roport
Director Mikeseli asked if there were any questians sbout the Director's Report; there were none.

Commissioner Bentinek said that she had heand that the Paim Springs Riviera Resort & Racquet Club is planning to
tcar down the tennis courts at that location. She expressed concern about losing the lennis courte because of the
Easter Bowl tennis tournamant that is held there. Director Mikezell said that the hotel will be closing at the end of May
and will be clased for 18 months. He said that City Council is also concemad about the hotel ¢losure bocause of the

loss of $1 million In Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT).

He said he had spoken with the Anno and Kurt Haggstrom at the Plaza Racquet Club, who said they are also
concerned about the loas of tennis tournaments in the community. They have given several proposals to the City,
requesting financial assistance, the addition of thres or four courts so that tennis toumaments can be held at their
facilty, and an extension of their lease. He noted that the lkease expires in the year 2010 and it will be the declsion of
the Palm Springs Unified School District as to what happens to the facility at that time.

Commissioner Aieflo said that he had obtained the DVD of “Mad Hot Ballroom™ and would be happy to host a viewing
athis home, Manager Oltean sald that tho Recraation Division has a DVD player and that amangements could be made
ta have a viewing at the Leisure Conter on g speciiic date or al the next regularly-schedulod meeting.

ADJOURNMENT:  Thero being no further business to come belore the commission, the meeling was adjourned at 4:55 p.m.

suBMi

wo /1 /s

The next regularly scheduled meoting of tha convnission will be held on Wednesday, April 12, 2008, in the
Confarence Room at the Lajgure Center, 401 S. Pavilion Way.

D BY: : APP

OIS WARE, Adminisirative Assistant
Department of Parks and Recreation

OTT MIKESELL, Director {
epariment of Parks and Racreation
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CITY OF PALM SPRINGS
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION
MINUTES

Wadnesday ' Conference Room
April 12, 20086 2:30 p.m. Palm Springs Lelsure Center

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER

Cosimo Alello Yes

Laurl Aylaian ' X

x

Nancy Bentinck, Vice Chair

3 Yes
Yes

Cralg Beorba (nanvating)

-2

Eilen Brannigan

David Darin

Helene LéCIIair

-

Keith McCormick

Joy Meredith

XX XXX

al~N|le|rs|lowta|(ato]|o]x
w ]

Bridgafie Sullenger

STAFF MEMOERS PRESENT

Scott Mikeseli, Director, Daparnmant of Parke and Reercation
Lois Wara, Administrative Agaictant, Dopartment of Parks and Recreation

PORT OSTI

The Agenda for this moeting was posted at the Leisure Center, 401 S. Pavilion \Way, and City Hall, 3200 E. Tahguitz Canyon Way,
from 1:00 p.m. an Friday, April 7, 2008, 1o 2:30 p.m. on Wednesday, Aprif 120, 2006,

. APPROVA INUTES

A motion was made and seconded that the Minutes of the March 8, 2006 meeting be approved as written.

M/SIC (Meradith/LLeClairy 5/0/1 (Darrin - not present at March 8 meetlng)
(Aylalan not present at time of vote)

Ir CORRESPONDENCE 1

None.

M PUBLIC COMMENTS

None.

V. LEGISLATIVE ACTIONS

Nona,

{w
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REPORTS AND REQUESTS

A. Cammission

1.

Goneral Plan Update

Vice Chair Bantinck said that no mgetings have heen held for about a month. When there is somethmg new to
report, a meeting will be scheduled. . . 4

Cammittee Reports

.

d,

Departinent Mastor Plan

Director Mikesell distributed copies of the “Scraencheck Draft” dated April 2006 of the Parks & Recreation
Strategie Plan. He asked that the commissioners reviewthis document and it will ba scheduled forduscursmn

al a (uture meeting.

. Spaclal Events Policy

\
Director Mikesoll said that the proposed draft was given to the City Attorney for reviaw prior {o meating with statt
1o discuss. |tis hoped that this pollcy will be adopted by summer. It was decided that I the dacumentis received
from the City Attorney prior to tho May 10 commigsion meeting, the Special Events Policy subcommittoo will
nicet after that meeting with Director Mikesell to review. Also, it was doclded that If this document Is received

‘in tima, Commissioner McCormick, who is a subcarmmitiee member and sits on the Maih Street Board, will

present it to Main Slreet for suggestions prior to the proposed subcommiittee meeting on May 10.

Youth/Teon Actlvitics

Director Mikesell said that he met with Palm Springs High School répresentatives last month regarding its
“Battle of the Bands.” If the commission wants 1o start something simllar to that activity, Director Mikesell sald
he talked with stafl al KCLB Radio regarding a summesr concert serles at the Palm Springs Pavilion for one
Friday night for throc months, The proposed dates would be June 23, July 28 and August 25, These concerts
will be promoted with KCLB. Currently. six popular local bands are being reviewed. Tickets would be sold for
$15 each, with a maximum attandance of between 1,000 and 1,500 each evening. Tho cost would be about
$5,000 per band plus productjon caste, securlty, ete. Director Mikesall said he will have more Information at next
montb’s meeting.

1) Viewing of “Mad Hot Ballroom"” DVD

NOTE: ' This matterwas delaysd until the end of the meeting due to Director Mikesell having fo feave for
a previously-scheduled meeting.

Several commissioners said that they had already seen this video and several others sald they could not
stay for the entire  presentation. Commlsalonors Bentinck and Meredith viewed the DVD afiet the meeting
was adjourned. . ;

It was suggested thet stalf investigate the possibility of starting a program similar to the one portrayed in
tha video for local filth to eighth grade studonts.

Transients/Homeless in Sunrise Plaza

Commissioner McCormick said he Is no longer attending the Homeless Task Force meetings and asked if
another subcommittes member would 1ake his placa, Oammnsslcner Meredith vo!unteerad to attend tha
Homaless Task Force meetings,

Page 2 of 4
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April 12, 20086
Parke and Roecreation Commission

V.

REPQRTS AND REQUESTS (Continued)

A. Commisslon (Continucd)

2. Commlttee Reports (Continued)

a. Tralls Malntenance

Director Mlkessll distributed copies of an April 6 praposal preparod by Desert Traila Coalition (DTC) Board
Membar Christy Anderson regarding trallnead sign requirernents. Ho said the commissioners should decide
if they want to support this project and, if so, to what extent. He advised that maintenance of Palin Springs tralls
would be under the jurisdiction of the Santa Rosa-San Jacinto Mountains National Monument Advisory Board
(NMAB), He said that the DTC and NMAB will declde on the sign design and that once that determination has
besn made, the proposal for new signs would be presented to City Council for its approval.

Commissionar McCormick passed around photographe of trail snirances, showing that no signs are posted,

Director Mikesall said that he will respond to the DTC that the commission i= in support and willmove farward
with the project.

Commissioner McCormick suggested that each sign be numbored and named to correspond with a trails map.

. Publlc
Naone.
. Staff

1. Dlrector's Report

Director Mikeselt asked If there were any questions about the Director's Repatt; thare were nona,

Director Mikesell said that he had receivad an e-mall from Comimissioner Brannigan regarding the distribution of
‘CDBG and he distributed copies of Page 3 of the Clty Council agenda for April 12, showing tha proposed recipients

of these fu_nds.

Director Mikasell distributed coples of a letter dated April 8 from Commigsioner McCormick to the Clty’s Special
Events Coardinator, Michele Cirone-Collier, in response to ltemn 1 under the Recreation Division in the Director's
Report regarding “Keith McCormick's' Exotlc Car Auction and Car Show Review,” which were notes taken from the
Special Evants Planning Team (SEPT) mesoting on February 28. His lelter nated that the two-aay event taok In $4.6
milllon and that the Spa Casino's Director of Marketing said thiat the caslna broke racards that weakend and offered
two mare contracts at the same location; that the Paim Springs Police Chief wrote hirn a thank you letter as they
earned over $4,000 operating the bars at the svent for the Lions Clu; that the United Way of the Desert and
Greater Palm Springs Pride received the total entry menies from the ear show; and that had he been informed that
four of the 30 vendors stlilf awed for temparary busingss licenses, he would have paid it.

Director Mikesell also distributed copies of an April 11 latter from Coordinator Cirone-Collier to Mr. McCormick,
noting that the comments of the February 28 SEPT meeting were not her persenal comments, but rather they werg
those exprossed by the members of the committee. She noted that the comments regarding the Spa Casino were
made at the February 28 mocting by the casino's representative, Steve Williams, She noted that any new
Information recelved aftat the February 28 meeting was not reflectad in the Director's Roport since ne further SCPT

‘meetings had been held to discuas thls event.

Commissioner Meredith, as President of Main Strael, distributed copies of an April 11 letter she wrote to Directar
Mikesell, noting that she had polled 28 merchants between 200 N. Palm Canyon Dr, and 498 N. Palm Cunyon Dr.
and that they all felt that the event was benaflcial to their busineszes and they noticed increased sales and an

unusually high percentage of upsecale clientele.

Page 3of 4-
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Aprl 12, 2006
Parks and Racreation Commission

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business to come before the commission, tho meeting was adjourncd at 3:30.p.m.
The next regularly scheduled meeting of the commission will be held on Wednesday. May 10, 2008, in the

Conference Room at the Leisure Center, 401 S. Pavilion \Way., -

SUBMITTED BY: APPROVED:

ad{_a M
IS WARE, Adminisfrative Assiatant o .S
Department of Parks and Recraation L

MIKESELL, Director
partment of Parks and Recrealion,

. i)age 40of 4
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[Desert Tra//s . oalition

@501 () non'-Proﬂ't F-ul;zlic benelit corF-oration

April 6, 2006

To:  Scott Mikesell, Director of the Parks and Recreation Department,
City of Palm Springs

Re:  TRAILHEAD SIGNAGE PROPOSAL

Background

At its March 8 meeting, the Parks and Recreation Commission solicited a
proposal from the Desert Trails Coalition for the location, design and
estimated cost of signs al major trailheads in the City.

It is our understanding that the Santa Rosa-San Jacinto Mountains )
National Monument Advisory Board has recently submitted a letter to the
Mayor, suggesting that trailhead signs be erected that identify both the

City and National Monument as trail stewards and requesting a

partnership to make the signs a reality.

Proposal

Autached is a list of Palm Springs-trailhcads. The list identifies existing
signage and recommends new signs that arc sorely needed to direct
people to the fabulous recrcational assets that are an important part of the

heritage and uniqueness of Palm Springs.

A. Design Principles
1. Consistency. New signs should be a uniform color, size and shapc.
Each sign should contain the same logo of the City and the National
Monument.
2. Durability and Maintenance Cost. New signs should be metal rathcr
than wood or plastic. JZach signboard should be relatively small (24> x 24
to rcduce the cost of replacement in the cvent of damage.
3. Flexibility. Anothcr advantage of small signboards is the ability 1o
add a sccond sign to the same pole(s) that hold the trailhcad sign. The
sceond sign could contain rules relating to limits on the use of the trai)
accessed by the trailbead. The rules oficn chuange; therefore, the rulcs

2439 .S, Ca//c Falo Fierro, Faln 5/Dr7hg.5, C A 92264

c/tcoa//t/bnézqaﬁoacom - J60.325-9432
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are best communicated by a sign separate from the main uniform traithend
signboard.

4.

Mimimal Wording on Trailhead Signs. Few words ease readability,
especially from a distance, We therefore recommend that the mitial
truilhicad s1gns thal arc the heurt of this proposal be simple and
uncluttered. More wordy messages should be placed on separate
signs. If the HCP is adopted, there will be a need in the future 1o excct
structures to facilitate the handling of permits to monitor trail usagce.
These future structures could include maps of the trails in the vicinity,
such as the map that is part of the sign located at the basc of the
Museum trail. The permit-distribution structurcs could also scrve as a
basc for dissemination of rules about responsible trail usage.

B. Specific Signage Recommendations

1.

Ten 24” x 24” single-faced aluminum/mectul signboards mounted on a
single slolted aluminum/metal pole with the top of the signboard 6’
above the ground. Each sign would have the logos of the City and the
National Monument and wording as noted on the attached list.
Approximately twenty smaller vertical metal signs to identify the trail
names at points where trails cross. These signs should be similar to
those currently posted by BLM along the Art Smith trail. The top of
the signboards are 3.5° high (measured from the ground) with
signboards 4”wide and 24” high. Each sign names a trail, often with a
directional arrow. These directional signs are greatly nceded in the
“maze” of multiple trails located in the mountains in south Palm
Springs (Earl Henderson, Shannon, Clara Burgess, Wildhorse, Murray
Hill, and Eagle Canyon trails).

C. IEstimated Cost of Proposed Signage

A rough estimatc of the cost of the above thirty signs is $3500 plus
installation. This is based on the following benchmarks:

o Jim Foote, interim manager of the National Monument, estimates
the cost of the smaller 3.5” high BLM trailmarker signs as $65-75
each, plus the cost of installation. Twenty of these smaller signs
would cost an estimated $1400 plus installation.

e The Coalition initially targeted the existing larger sigm at the foot
of the Museum Trail as a prototype for other trailheads. This sign
has a painted wood frame with two wood poles and a 427x30°
signbourd with significant text and a map of trails in the vicinity,
covered by plexiglass. The wood is already deteriorating. We
solicited a bid (attached) from a local private company for this lype
of sign in aluminum rather than wood. The bid was $682 per sign
plus installation, artwork and tax. This amounts to roughly $750
per sign plus installation. The Coalition belicves that smaller,

simpler, and less expensive signs are appropriate,
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* A rcasonable extrapolation from the above two cost “benchmarks”
is an ¢stimate of roughly $200 for each of the proposed ten
24”x24” metal pole signs or a total of $2000 plus installation.

¢ The Coalition is an all volunteer non-profit without the expertise of
the staffs of the City, the National Monument, or its constituent
member agencies. We therefore offer this generic cost estimate
only as a starting point, The expertise of stafl will yield a more
refined cost estimate.

Thank you for this opportunity to make recommendations for increased trailhead
and on-trail signage. The Coalition strongly believes that the trails wathin both
the City and the National Monument are spectacular amenities that will be greatly
enhanccd by the addition of much needed directional signage.

This proposal was prepared by Coalition Boardmember Christy Anderson..
Contact numbers for Christy are: christyanderson@de.rr.com and (760) 469-
2791.

CC:  City of Palm Springs Parks and Recreation Commissioners

Jim Foote, Interim Manager of the Santa-Rosa-San Jacinte Mountains
National Monument
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BEST SIGNS, INCORPORATED
1550 S. Gene Autry Trail

Puim Springs, CA 92264

Phone. (760) 320-3042

FAX:  (7060) 320-2090

PROPOSAL

PROPOSAL SUBMITTED TO PHONE DATE
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS 3/28/20086
ADDRESS JOB NAME
3200 E. TAHQUITZ CANYON WAY National Monument trail signs
CITY, STATE, ZIF JoBx LOCAYION
PALM SPRINGS, CA 92263-2743 0603-14778-PSP
We hereby submit specifications and estimates
Quantity Description Price Extonded Price Installation
10 Fabricate ten - 30" H x 42" W trailhead signs and 8' post (2' in the $682.00 $6,820.00

ground) w/ all aluminum components (square tubing posts, frame,
backer, etc.); digitally printed graphics of trails, locations, etc. will
be incorporated into sign w/ an acrylic protective face piate.

Client responsible for providing artwork for each digital print and
will also be responsible for instaliation.

Subtotal $6.820.00
CA Sales Tex $528.55
Installation

Total $7.,348.55

‘e propose hereby to furnish material and labor - complete in accordance with above specifications, for the sum of:
zven thousand three hundred forty eight and 55/100. Doltar ~ $7,348.55
ZRMS: 50% Deposit Required. Balance Due Net 15 days upon completion.

NQTICE TO OWNERS
Jer the Mechanics’ Lien Law, any contractor, subcontractor, suppller, man or ather paraon who helps to Improve your propetty and is hat paid for hia labor, sarvices or
tarlal, has a right to enforce his claim agalnst your property.

jor the {aw, you may protect yoursalf againat auch claims by filing, before commencing auch work of improvament, an original contract for the work of improvement of 3
sitication thereot, in the office of the county recarder of the county where the property Is situatad and requidng that a contractors payment bond be recorded in such office.

1 bond shail be in aa wnount ot lase than ity percent (S0%) of the contract price and shall, in addiion to any canditiona tor the performance of the contract, be conditionad
ha paymont in full of the claimns of all persons Tumishing labor, servicos, equipment or materials for the work described in sald contcadt,

@ event Jitigation (a (nxtituated to collect any surms due and owing Basat Signs. Inc., there shal ba added auch additional amounta as court coats and reasonable attormey's fees.

nature or payment of depasit constitutes acceptance of thiz agreement.

Authorizad  Mark Tristan
Signature Mark Tristan

. Note: This proposal may tie withdrawn by us if not acceptad within - 30 days.
\cceptance of Proposal

he abova prices, specifications and conaltionz are satisfactory and are hareby x Signature X

coepted, You are authorized 10 ¢o the wark as specified . Payment will be madas
s oaufiined abave.

X

ate of Accaptance: X___ X Signature
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North Lykken Trail A

Equestrian Trail Head
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Tahquitz Canyon Trail

TP ETAEGETE B3 N .
Head . CityGIS
West end of Mesquite Avenue
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Murray Canyon Trail
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ADDITIONAL PIHOTO EXAMPLES

Figurc 10 Freestanding Kiosk

Figure 11 Trayd Head Signage

Palm Springs Trailheads & Signage Program
Qctober, 2009
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