" RESOLUTIONNO. -

OF THE HISTORIC SITE PRESERVATION BOARD
OF THE CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA,
RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL
DESIGNATE 226 W. BARISTO ROAD, THE
BUNGALOW COURT MOTEL AS A CLASS 1
HISTRORIC SITE, AND DESIGNATE 262 S.
CAHUILLA ROAD - THE CRAFTSMAN BUNGALOW
AND 292 S. BELARDO ROAD - THE FREY
APARTMENNT BUILDING AS A CLASS 2 HISTORIC
SITES APN's 513-151-041, 042,043,

WHEREAS, Chapter 8.05 of the Palm Springs Municipal Code allows for the _
designation of historic sites and districts: and :

WHEREAS the City of Palm Springs Historic Site Preservation Board (HSPB)
initiated the study for Historic Site Designation; and

WHEREAS, notice of a public hearing of the Historic Site Preservation Board of
- the City of Palm Springs to consider designation of the Orchid Tree Inn as a
historic site was issued in accordance with applicable law; and

WHEREAS, on December 8, 2009, the Histori(_; Site Preservation Board continued
a public hearing to a date certain in accordance with applicable law to consider
designation of the Orchid Tree Inn as an historic site; and

WHEREAS, dn January 12, 2010, the Historic Site Preservation Board conducted
a public hearlng in accordance with applicable law to consider the designation of
the Orchid Tree Inn as an historic site; and

WHEREAS, the designation of portions of the Orchid Tree Inn shall further the
purpose and intent of Chapter 8.05; and

WHEREAS, the designation of portions of the Orchid Tree Inn shall promote the
sensitive preservation of said site; and

WHEREAS, the Historic Site Preservation Board has carefully reviewed and
considered all of the evidence in connection with the designation, including but not
limited to the staff report, application and historical research, all written and oral
testimony presented, and notes the foliowing:

1. The property located at 226 West Baristo Road built in the unique
bungalow motor court style has been determined to meet the standards for
Class 1 historic site designation.

The defining historic characteristics of this Class 1 site at 226 West Barito
Road are as following: Bungalow Court Motel




The grouping of the cottages éround a centrai Courtyard.
The presence of 10 lodging units. '

One-story with wide overhanging eaves.

Projecting rafters and an informal floor plan opening to the common
area. : _ ' ' .

e. Clay barrel tile roof, wooden doors, and double sash windows.

oo oW

2. The fire destroyed Craftsman bungalow built in 1915 at 262 S. Cahuilla
Road did possess special design elements unique to Palm Springs and
would meet the standards for Class 2 designation, :

The defining “historic characteristics of this Class 2 site at 262 S. Cahuilla
Road are as follows: The Craftsman Bungalow

a.

b.

The one-story bungalow was of wood-frame construction and was clad
in stucco.

A complex gable roof with overhanging eaves and exposed rafter tails
capped the dwelling.

An open porch area sheltered by a shed roof was supported by square
wood posts. :

The center entry door was flanked by two wood-framed, multi pane -
casement windows. ' _ _ '
A massive river rock chimney was located along the buildings south
elevation. _ - ' _
An enclosed porch screen sitting area was located at the northwest
end of the bungalow along with an enclosed porch at the rear of the
building.

3. The Premiere Apartments designed by well known architect Albert V-Fljey
located at 292 S. Belardo Road and razed after a devastating fire meets
the criteria of a Class 2 designation.

- The defining historic characteristics of this Class 2 site at 292 S. Belardo
‘Road are as foilows: The Frey Apartment Building

a.
b.

C.
d.

The modem style resort hotel apartment building was built in 1957.
Architectural features such as low curved fiberglass panels which
enclosed each of the ground floor unit's private decks.

The use of concrete block, corrugated metal, and grooved plywood.
Vertical dividers separated each of the balconies and outdoor porch
areas and large round windows were placed and either end of the
second floor wings. :

THE HISTORIC SITE PRESERVATION BOARD HEREBY FINDS AS FOLLOWS:

Class 1 Designation: The Orchid Tree Inn Bungalow Court Motel

Section 1. That reflects or exemplifies a particular period of the national,
state or local history; or




. Bungalow Court motels are a particular style of lodging unique to the.early

20" century and were an important forerunner to the motel industry. The
bungalow motel consisted of detached cottages surrounded by a common
area in a “U” formation. They were one-story with wide overhanging eaves, -
projecting rafters and an informal floor plan that opened to a common

~area. They typically contained a kitchenette, a bedroom, and a front room
with bedding and kitchen utensils. Bungalow motels reflected a particular
period in the history of Palm Springs by providing affordable lodging for the
growing transient business. _ :

Section2:  The Orchid Tree Inn Bungalow Motel embodies the
distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction;

The bungalow motel consisted of simple detached units usually wood
framed one-story cottages in a Mediterranean/ Spanish style. Wide
overhanging eaves, barrel tile roofs and projecting rafters gave the
bungalow distinctive characteristics. Entries to the units included wood
doors, or glass sliders, all protected by extended porch roofs within small
recessed verandas. Fenestration included large fixed paned glass
windows, double hung sash windows with gable peaks punctuated. by
canales drainage holes. ’

Class 2 Designation: Craftsman Bungalow Cottage

Section 1:  That reflects or exemplifies a pérficular period of the national,
state or local history; or

The Craftsman Cottage was built around 1915 was owned and occupied by
Genevieve Reilly, a Christian Science practitioner. It was later acquired
- and incorporated as part of the Orchid Tree Inn Property and converted to
transient lodging as part of the motel. The presence of the uncommon
building type like a Craftsman Cottage in the early 20" century village of
- Palm Springs was a good example of an earlier period. o

Section 2. The Craftsman Bungalow Cottage embodies the
distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of construction;

The one-story bungalow Craftsman Cottage was distinctive in its design
being that it was constructed of wood-frame and clad in stucco. Craftsman
Cottages with their complex gable roof with overhanging eaves and
exposed rafter tails capped the dwelling was a rare house design in the
desert. Design elements included an open porch area sheltered by a shed
roof supported by square wood posts. The, center entry door was flanked
by two wood-framed, multi pane casement windows. A massive river rock
chimney was located along the buildings south elevation. An enclosed -
porch screen sitting area was located at the northwest end of the bungalow
along with an enclosed porch at the rear of the building.




‘Class 2 Designation: Frey Apartment Building

Sectioh_1: The Frey Apartment Building embodies the distinétive
characteristics of a type, period or method of construction;

The Premier Apartment had a distinctive characteristic in that it was built as
a modern style resort hotel apartment in 1957 and the original complex

- included guest rooms, enclosed garages, shuffleboard court, and a
swimming pool all for the use by the long-term tenants or tourists. The
original structure contained architectural features such as low curved
fiberglass panels which enclosed each of the ground floor unit's private
decks; the use of concrete block, corrugated metal, and grooved plywood.
Vertical dividers separated each of the balconies and outdoor porch areas
and large round windows were placed and either end of the second floor
wings.

Section 2:  The Frey Apartment Building presents the work of a master
builder, designer, attist, or architect whose individual genius influenced his
age; or that possesses high artistic value;

The former Premiere Apartments presents the work of one of Palm Springs’
(and the Coachella Valley’s) most prolific and accomplished architect,
Albert Frey. The building was designed to take advantage of the mountain
views to the west and the arid landscape. The building expresses key
signature aspects or features of Frey’s craft, including modern design, and

- the large round windows at either end of the second floor wings. It also
reflects and experimental period in this architectural career whereby he-
adapted his design and use of materials for functional purposes. By
utilizing extensive overhangs and material such as metal to reflect the heat
of the sun, the building did not originally require.air conditioning.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE iT RESOLVED that, based upon the foregoing, the
Historic Site Preservation Board recommends that the City Council designate The
Bungalow Court Motel at 226 W. Baristo Road Class 1; The Craftsman Bungaiow
at 262 S. Cahuilla Road as Class 2; The Frey Apartment Building at 292 S.
Belardo as Class 2, all in Palm Springs, California subject to the following
conditions;

1. The property owner shall permit the City to demark the complex as a -
historic site with a marker of the City's choosing. The historic marker shall
be placed in a location visible from the public right-of-way. The owner shali
maintain the historic marker in the location installed and pay for the
replacement cost if the plaque is lost, stolen, or otherwise removed from
the property.

2. For the Class 1 designation, all future exterior modifications including but
not limited to building, site, landscaping, lighting, walls, and fences shali
require Architectural Approval pursuant to Section 94.04.00 of the Palm




Springs Zomng Ordinance and Hlstorlc Site Preservatlon Board review
pursuant Municipal Code Ordlnance 8.05.180.

3. No permit for the alteration of the exterior, including any and ali .of the -
defining elements and characteristics shall be issued without prior approval
by the Historic Site Preservation Board. -

4. That the City Clerk submit the Council Resolution to the County recorder for |
recordation within 90 days of ’_the effective date of this resolution.

2. All existing or previously approved alterations shall be considered
~acceptable.

ADOPTED this 12th day of January, 2010.
 AYES:
NAYS:

ABSENT:
ABSTENTIONS:

ATTEST: o ' CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA

Glenn Mlaker _ Craig Ewing, AICP .

"~ Assistant Planner ' Director of Planning Services
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TO THE APPLICANT: _ wwﬁﬁ f;g S
" Your cooperation in completing this application and supplying the mformatlon requested will expedite
City review of your application. Application submitted will not be considered until all submittal
requirements are met. Staff may require additional information depending upon the specific project.
Please submit this completed application and any subsequent material to the Department of Planning

Services.

This form is to be used to nominate individual properties for Class 1 or 2 histbric designation, or fo
nominate the formation of histeric districts. Applicants are encouraged to review two bulletins from the
US Department of Interior for additionai information:
» “How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form {National
Register Bulletin 16A / hitp://iwww.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb16a/); and
» "How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation” (National Register Bulletin 15;
hitp://iwww.nps.gov/history/nr/publications/bulletins/nrb15/).

Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the infermation requested. If
any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For
functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of s:gnlﬂcance enter only categorles and
subcategories from the instructions in the BuHetms .

1. Property information
- Historic nameﬁé} ‘De Se. ﬁT' ,ﬁf,n U Se I'Q’P 30T M e T ) g&;f Do & qu‘ pa r"r’é‘vi:f_yﬁ‘{:}
Other names: 4 Be miege H fJ IRTHEN - g;&. [cavah | awea prif@ T MantS

Address:_ Q(Pi CSQ xgaLar&bn /Eo 2™
Eiz-1sl. 0 4]

Assessor parcél number.

owners name: P ALisacles T Delelopmenr  Cxto e

Owner’s Address: \4*\(.9 gd‘c:a—m; %\L\fea?%“l |

City: %A‘Nm” %“’f Mica | state: A zip: Te4ol
Telephone: 310~ 395 -4l 26 cen: Fax Dl0- 395 . 5@00

E-mail address:

HSPB
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2. Classifications

Ownership of P operty Check as many boxes as apply.

Private
Fublic — Local
Public — State

Public — Federal

Category of Property. Check only one box.
Building(s)
District

Site

Structure

Object

Number of Resources within Property. TOTAL must incfude at least One (1) in Contributing Column:
'Congbuting Noncontributing :
Buildings
Sites
Structures (oI e heae L(i
Objects
TOTAL

N

If the building or site is part of a larger group of properties, enter the name of the multiple-property
group; otherwise enter "N/A". '

f)(LLbu_LL:qu fee PAcT e[ TheD @l T e, Hotel. ,

3. Use or Function

Historic Use or Function:
/‘};!?6—-3 L. Ly, qg‘?“'"r!;-? < &\ &

Current Use or Function: .

Please =m afache D

4. Description
Architect: /Plé?é'%éi See Ppades DE— 33 1y THE Historie
Weessull e & 6‘3{7% Mo AT Reby o

' %4”‘;:7\'{{, coe 5 - ;Q—H*,,g;,fiib

Construction Date and Source:

Architectural Classification:

Construction Materials:

Foundation: . ' Roof:

Walis: Other:

Building Description: Attach a description of the Building / Site / District, including all character
defining features on one or more additional sheets.

HSPB




" 5. Criteria (Mark "x" in"'one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for listing)

Events L _ _ _
[){J (1) Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the

. broad patterns of our hustory

Persons
[ 1(2) Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past

Architecthre
[ 1(3) That reflects or exemplifies a particular period of national, State or local hlstory, or’

}]’(4) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or
[“] (5} Represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or
[x] (6) Represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual

d:stmctlon

' Archeology _ . ' . :
[ 1(7) Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.
removed from its original location.

a birthplace or a grave.

a cemetery.

a reconstructed building, object or structure.

a commemorative property. :
less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years .

— et e Py pe—— —

/“'.’\) . L 3 ) ) A
----- e i P T A
L e TS & T —‘k{---“u{\mi}‘ By ol Se SXG R A RS

6. Statement of Significance

Attach an explanation of any of the numbered criteria selected in Section 5 (above).
[/éignificant Event (Complete if Criterion 1 is marked above)

_ Significant Person (Complete if Criterion 2 is marked above)
L/// S/i.gnificant Architecture (Complete for each Qf Criteria 3, 4, 5and /or 6 rﬁafked abové)

Significant Archeologically (Complete if Criterion 7 is marked above)

/ V aa%e_ See ATTRo hel> /{Jf‘y éﬁg‘fé‘fi

HQRR




7. Integrity Analysis L e DER. o ’t C:-L@E},

Attach an analysis of the Building / Site / District's integrity based on the criteria in this section.

In addition to being determined eligible under at least one of the Applicable Criteria listed above; the
building / site / district must also retain its architectural integrity. Integrity is based on significance:
Why, where, and when a property is important. Only after significance is fully established can a
determination be made with regard to the issue of integrity. -

There are seven aspects or qualities that, in various combinations, define integrity: Location, Design,
Setting, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling and Association. To retain historic integrity, a property
will always possess several, and usually most, of the aspects. The retention of specific aspects of
integrity is paramount for a property to convey its significance.

To complete an analysis of the Building / Site / District's integrity, the followmg steps are
recommended:

. Define the essential physical features that must be present for the property to represent lts
significance,

. Determine” whether the essential physical features are visible enough to convey their
significance.,

. Determine whether the property needs to be compared with similar properties.

. Determrne based on the significance and essential physical features, which aspects of integrity

are-particularly vital to the property being nominated and if they are present

. Ultimately, the question of integrity is answered by whether or not the property retains the -
identity for which it is significant.

8. Bibliography

Attach a list of all books, articles, and other sources cited or used in preparing this application. Also,
identify any previous surveys that cite the subject property, or any other documentation that may be on

file.

9. Geographlcal Data
AoreageofProperty {%{?Mt‘;; 515 t.}??*”ﬂ“‘l' 357 - ~o1 G ‘;:,! {S(Z"‘"é’.)ig

Property Boundary Description. Attach a description of the boundaries of the property. 5?3 (52-022

OR Gy g Sroutitle Company . Bee p 2loth HuSCssE
District Boundary Description: Attach an explanation for the selection of the district boundaries. "Rf@m?

HSP3




10. Form Prepared By

{\z he e L,"i"f’" 2rglen | Me s er
PL “To e, ¢ ”’?Z;L wid b f}/\gl L\ép/hm > O(q gg;\)tﬁtmwa\
Street address: 505 . 68 NT (em'%ﬂﬁ_j)h .fuam_k : | |
City: /’:PQLM peeng S ____ State: (A | Zip; Yrp 2.

L A
'Teiephone:ﬁ“(ﬁt}« Hi f’é%-‘é"f%-"' Cell: j@{;“ i & — 2950 Fax:

Nameliitle:

Organization:

E-mail address: S he T b C Hewlol cweT -

11. Required Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed application form.. Do not mount any exhibits on a
board.

1. Attachment Sheets Include all supplemental information based on application form (above)

CbM:N 4 ”4’1 U e P S ST vt
2. Maps: For Historic D|strlcts include a sketch map identifying the proposed districts boundnes
Co riny e T A oM padl .
3. Photographs: Eight (8) sets of color photographs showing each elevation of the proper‘[y and

its surroundings. ,
T le A e S em ST hog)

4. Non-owner’s Notarized Signature: If the applicant is not the owner, a notarlzed affidavit shall
be provided (see following page).
TP e A, mas 2T A Cle ¢

5. Site Plan: One 1/8" to 1/4” scale draWing of the site, and eight reduction copies (8 % x 11
inches) The site plan shall show all of the following: Property boundaries, north arrow and
scale, all existing buildings, structures, mechanical equipment, fandscape materials, fences,
walls, sidewalks, driveways, parking areas showing location of parking spaces, and signs.
Indicate the square footage and use of each building and the date(s) of construction.

Tl e 2D e 14& "”‘Mﬂe "Z@@"f ﬂm'ﬁ%ﬁ”é’nl! Ze E:‘IZ)PW

8. Public Hearing Labels: Three (3) sets of typed self-adhesive labels of all property owners,
lessees, and sub-lessees of record. The labels shall include the Assessor's parcel number,
owner's name and mailing address of each property with 400 feet from the exterior limits
of the subject property. Additionally, all Assessor Parcel Maps clearly indicating the 400-foot
radius and a certified letter from a title company licensed to conduct business in Rlver5|de
County, California shall be submitted.
COmwa Frouy Andle Cow ot |
Note: If aﬁ\( property on this list is owned by th United States Government in trust for the
“Agua Caliente Indian Tribe or individual allottee, copies of notices with postage paid envelopes
will be submitted to the Bureau- of Indian Affalrs to notify the individual Indian land owners of

the public hearings.

HSPB




NON-OWNER AFFIDAVIT

" STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE  )ss |, - . S ~ S
_ %({\ﬁ iz L #&HL ) ' being duly sworn,
depose and say that | (we) am (@) the personi herein named and that the foregoing statements

and answers herein contained and the information herein submitted are in all respect true and correct
to the best of my (@e™) knowledge and belief. :

- Name: (Please print)__ S[ﬁ& \fvi_,L - A M( ~N
Mailing addres§ o 2 S0 City, ¥ 2l 6{3»‘% StateCA Zip ‘iz:z_g{?)

Telephone: o |
s 8280/ (‘0(/(&//’2—@@ | Fax:
Signatures{d/&,u}%'/ : ol Signatures:

Who proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person(s) whose name(s) is/are
subscribed to the within instrument and acknowledged to me that he/she/they executed the same in
his/hr/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by his/her/their signature(s) on the instrument the
person(s), or the entity upon behalf of which the person(s) acted, executed the instrument.

| certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the State of OA(JQ[O Y l > that
the foregorng paragraph is true and correct. _ i

WITNESS my hand and official seal this _2 & dayof _ ®dOGLET : 200
CLBJ;\:;\Q TOWE LELMS DOTARY TOmIa

N )‘MM\M

Notary Public in the State o <= A\ -\ EoR iy R

with principal office in the County of QMW ER S\

FRANK JOHN DE LELYS

B\ COMM. #1842434
k¥ Notary Public-Caiifornia

Ls3

‘Place Notary Seal Above

HSPB .
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Orchid Tree Historic Site Designatfbn’lepplication (APN 513-151-041)

3. Use or Function
Building . Historic Use Current Use
A - 262 S. Cahuilla Road . Apartment Destroyed by fire
B - 244-48 S. Cahuilla Rd Apartment Unoccupied
C - 226 West Baristo Tourist Court Unoccupied
D - 254 S. Cahuilla Road Apartment Unoccupied
E - 220 S. Cahuilla Road Apartment Unoccupied
I - 292 S. Belardo Road Apartment Destroyed by fire
G — 231 8. Belardo Road Apartment Unocecupied

Note: all of the above properties were in use as tourist accommodations until the sale of the
property in 2005 at which time the properties were de- occup1ed for redevelopment.

4. Description

Please see pages 25 through 33 of the Historic Resources Assessment Report dated April
2005 attached with this submittal.

HSPB form sections 3 & 4
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Orchid Tree Historic Site Designation Application (APN 513-151-041)

From HISTORIC RESOURCES ASSESSMENT REPORT
462-47¢ South Lake Street, Westlake District, Los Angeles
Prepared by

Jan Ostashay, Peter Moruzzi, July 2005

5. Bungalow Courts in the Los Angeles Region

During the period of Los Angeles’ rapid growth that spanned the years 1910-1931, the bungalow
courl as a building type appeared and evolved. From its origins as tourist accommodations to jts
prevalence as high-density housing, the bungalow court became a common building type throughout the -
Los Angeles region prior to World War IL :

The origins of the bungalow court date to the early 1910s to accommodate wintering Midwest and
Eastern tourists who wanted small, inexpensive, temporary living different from hotels. Many of the
earliest bungalow courts were located in popular tourist areas such as Pasadena and the Santa Monica area.
The idea for the bungalow court may have derived from Eastern resort communities. Tourist cabins in the
woods organized around a central courtyard provided a prototype for the accommodation of more than one
dwelling per parcei-of land. During the 1910s, tourist bungalow courts appeared in the Los Angeles region,
furnished and unfurnished, proliferating as a desirable alternative to hotels in their privacy, availability of
light and air, and access to small kitchens,

Although initially providing temporary housing for tourists and people relocating to the area, Los
Angeles area bungalow courts gradually came to be seen as an alternative to the apartment building for
high-density housing, and shifted to year-round residency. The courts promoted a specific type of living,
providing the amenities of a single-family residence ~ privacy, gardens, porches — with the conveniences of
apartments - affordability, community, security. -The cowrt filled a place between the single- -family
residence and apartment buildings as the simple confwuration of a number of units around a common
garden area encouraged a sense of community. Residents encountered each other frequently within the
protected environment of their courtyards.

As a building type, the bungalow court quickly became accessible to small developers,
Inexpensive land and typically small units made the bungalow court affordable to build and to rent. The
tmpact of the growing number of real estate developers and speculators grew as more profits led to more
bungalow courts, particularly in the 1920s.

The rapid expansion in the number of bungalow courts in the 1910s and 1920s corresponded with
the courts’ increasing promotion as a new type of housing for those who longed for an independent
lifestyle, but one with a strong sense of community and security. Additionally, by the 1920s permanent
accommodations became necessary for the increasing numbers of working class people who were settling
in the harbor area and throughout the Los Angeles region. The bungalow courts responded o the intense
demand for affordable housing within the context of the residential lot and zoning patterns, which were
based upon subdivisions platted for single-family dwellings, that already existing in Los Angeles.

The Great Depression brought about a virtual halt in the construction of residential buildings,
including bungalow courts, in much of the Los Angeles region. A few were built in the mid to late 1930s,
but for the most part these lacked the characteristics and style that distinguished the earlier courts.
Additionally, during the 1930s, apartments, which were designed to accommodate many more units than a
bungalow court and typically provided rear, and eventually underground, parking gradually supplénted
bungalow courts as the favored multi-family building type.

HSBP form — Section 6




Statement of Significance

Significant event(s)

The Orchid Tree s an assemblage of seven buﬂdmgs (five extant) ranging in years from

Orchid Tree Historic Site.Designati;uri;Application (APN 513-151-041)

1915-1958 (extant buildings from 1927-1948).

Original Address | Description Year Built Map ID
226 West- Courtyard 1934 Cc
Baristo Motel .
262 S. Cahuilla Craftsman c. 1915 A
Road Bungalow (destroyed '
by fire recently) =

254 S. Cahuilla Multi-story 1948 D
Road © | Apartment -
244-48 S. One-story c. 1927 B
Cahuilla Rd Duplex -
220 S. Cahuilla One-story Motel C.1941 E
Road Complex
292 S. Belardo Two-story Mod 1957-58 F
Road Apt. (destroyed by '

: fire recently)
231 3. Belardo One-story Apartment | ¢.1938 G
Road Unit

Chroﬁéiogically, the Orchid Tree properties span the period most associated with the
development of Palm Springs as a place of healing and extreme relaxation.

Nellie Coffman’s Desert Inn began in 1915 as a sanatorium. The grand houses of the
Movie Colony began in the late 1920’s. Concomitant to this development, the city of
Palm Springs needed workers and moderate housing close to town. Six of the seven
properties of the Orchid Tree (5 extant) were built as housing stock for this market. One
of the properties, the 1915 Craftsman, was an original live-work unit for the practicing
Christian Scientist Genevieve Manley. The hand-built stone archway remains from the
Craftsman. :

The Orchid Tree property represents the densest collection extant of moderate housing in
Palm Springs from the period 1927 — 1948. Note the buildings for 1915 and 1958
respectively were destroyed recently by fire, although the stone arch from the 1915
Craftsman still remains and should be included as an architectural element.

Significant Architecture
One of the propérties (226 West Baristo) is the best repfesentation of the tourist

bupgalow extant in Palm Springs. Below is a descnpuon of the tourist bungalow and its
relation to transient housing.

HSBP form — Section 6




Orchid Tree Historic Site D'é51gnation Application (APN 5 13-151-041 )

7. Integrity Analysis

:

T

3

F

Building A B C D E G
Original 262 8S. 244-48 8. 226 Wesl 234 8. Cahuilla | 220 S. Cahuilla | 292 8. 231 8.
Address Cahuilla Cahuilla Rd Baristo Road Road Belardo Belardo
: Road . Road Road
Location Recently In historic In historic In histeric In historic Recently In historic
destroyed neighborhood, neighborhood, neighborhaod neighborhood, | destroyed by | neighbor-
by fire but | originally a originally used originally originally ‘The | fire ' hood,
| stone duplex, non- as transient known as Desert House’ originally
archway - owner occupied | housing tourist ‘Kawea apartments known as
remains; rentals bungalows | Apartments’ the
originally - : ‘Elidore
used as Apart-
SFR and ments’
home ’
office ) .
Design Hand-set Spanish Spanish Colonial | Four bays with | Spanish Recently | Four-unit,
Stone Colonial Revival tourist Spanish Colenial destroyed by | no
archway Revival couit Colonial Revival style fire distinctive
remains detailing added architect-
tural
: period
Setting Recently Part of a cluster | Part of a cluster Part of a cluster | Part of a cluster | Recently Partof a
destroyed |, of buildings of buildings of buildings of buildings destroyed by | cluster of
by fire dating from dating from dating from dating from fire buildings
' 1015-1959 1915-19359 1915-1959 1915-1959 dating
from
1915-1959
Materials - -.:| Recently Flat roof and Red clay tiles, metal framed Wood framed Recently Wood-
4 destroyed stucco, stucco, extended | windows and ‘ destroyed by | frame,
by fire porch roofs, plain panel fire gravel roof
gable peaks, doors with
N fixed paned glass | stucco
windows, double
hung sash -and
' : casements.
Workman- Recently Of the period, Of the period, Of the period, Of the period, Recently Of the
ship destroyed local miaterials | local materials local materials | local materials | destroyed by | period,
by fire fire local
' materials,
Feeling Recently Rural village, Rural village, Rural village, Rural village, Recently Rural
destroyed moderate moderate tourist | moderate moderate destroyed by | village,
by fire income housing | housing income housing |} income housing | fire moderate
income
housing
Association | Recently Associated Associated with | Associated Associated Recently Associated
destroyed with the era of | the era of the with the eraof | with theeraof | destroyed by | with the
by fire the Palm Palm Springs the Palm the Palm fire era of the
Springs development as Springs Springs Palm
development as | health and devefopment as | development as Springs
health and relaxation . health and health and develop-
relaxation destination relaxation relaxation ment as
destination destination destination health and
refaxation

destination
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‘Orchid Tree Historic Site Diésf;gnation Appliczition (APN 513-15 1-04 1)

The Orchid Tree property is a case where the whole is greater than the sum of the parts. The bu1ld1ng'~:
were developed in close proximity to each other by multiple owners over time because of their proximity
to the Village of Palm Springs in an area now known as the ‘Historic Tennis Club Neighborhood’. The .
-small Jots enabled owner-managers to build properties they could manage themselves providing rental
mcome and housing for moderate income tenants and transients.

All buildings in The Orchid Tree assemblage were originally designed as housing, which would have
been a mix of permanent and transient residents. Due to the relative proximity to the village of Palm
Springs, permanent residents would have chosen to live in these apartments in close proximity to
locations of work. In fact, 2 woman who worked at nearby Bullocks is listed as a resident of 244 'S.
Cahuilla on the city registry in 1944, One of the residents of the property, Genevieve Manley, lived ina -
1915 Craftsman, recently destroyed by fire in what was an original live-work unit, because she was a
Christian Science practitioner. :

These buildings are representative of the development of Palm Springs and taken together prowde a
picture of early village life in the city of Palm Springs.

The Ol‘Chld Tree property is a dense parcel of extant property relating to the forty year period 1915-1957.
The oldest structure (1915) dates from World War I, prior to America’s entry into the war and was
recently destroyed by fire, although the hand-built stone archway survived the fire. The next oldest
structure (1927) was built-during the boom years prior to the Great Depression. Three structures (1934,
1938 and 1941) were depression era products, two of which were pre-World War II. Two buildings were
‘built during the great post WWII expansion (1948 and 1957) the latter recently destroyed by fire.

Although the Orchid Tree was accumulated for use as a tourist hotel, the orlgmal uses for the seven
buildings was moderate permanent of transient housing either with owner—occupled Or Non-owner
oecupied management.

The Craftsman recently destroyed by fire was an early live-work unit in Palm Springs. Palms Springs
- stock of ‘original housing units’ has all but been destroyed by waves of development. The importance of
the Orchid Tree 1s its dense sampling of original, moderate level housing units. :

The individual bungalows at 226 West Baristo create one of the most architecturally important samples of

-~ the tourist court left in Palm Springs and may be the only representative sample of this type of bungalow
left in Palm Springs. The bungalows provided transient housing for tourists to the sunny, winter desert.

HSPB form section 7




Chrbnological Developmex;t of Orchid Tree Properties -

1915 - 1957

In 1915, the first property in the Orchid Tree was Genevieve Manley’s Craftsman, recently”
destroyed by fire, at 262 South Cahuilla.” Remaining from the Craftsman is the hand 1aid stone
archway. Please see picture in recent color photos of the archway. Tabe] A.

Preosparty

Cernplen

aarruss Ceghld Tend 1na

oy Kot Complor

rem
Apanaent Corgded
G Oue-lory Apatdment

Boundary

Gahirila Road

Bariste Rew

LEGEND

wsemen Orchid Tree fing
Prepecty Bovodary.
= =~ Pargel Lines

F—— 5 Sootpring

Casfsman Bangalins
Qine-story Duplax
Couwrpard hotet

BAGilE 5101y Aparuneny
Citstory Molet Complasx
Tospesiory Modorn
Apaciment Complox
Ope-slary Apartment
Coremglax

& Tmoopy !

Delwes Rood

In 1927, the one-story duplex was added at 244-248
Cahuilla, one lot apart from Genevieve Manley’s
Craftsman, a live-work single family. Labe] B.

Buatste R

In 1934, during the height of the
Great Depression, the courtyard
bungalows were added to the
southwest corner of the subject
property at 226 West Baristo.
Label C.

Betardo Howd

A e ¢ g P

AL TV VI —

[EETRE e pRzay)
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- Chronological Drevelopment-of; Orchid Tree Properties.

1915 - 1957

%

oy

In 1938, the one-story, 4-unit apartment building was added at 231 South Belardo on the
northeast corner of the property. Label G. : '

>

Cabuils Roae

nu-—:@-um
Frasgin .

P la 7

LEGEND

aennume Orchid Tree nn
Propedy Boundary
~ — — Paicei Lings

Ong-story Dopler

Couriyan Ao

Kuli-slory Apartmost
Qng-siery Molet Comgpiex

mTMoO®n»

Teosstory Mogean:
Apamen! Complog
Cropsitory Aumiment
Gotrplax

G

Belardy Read:

HSPB form
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In 1941, at 220 South Cahuilla, the
one-story motel/apartment complex.
was added on the northwest corner
filling out the northern boundary of
the subject property. Label E.

LECEND

serem Chehigd Tree inn
Properiy Beuadary

- Pareat Lines

7 Buitding Fopein

~ AwningiCaropies
Cralisman Bungalew
One-stary Quplex
Courzgnnt botel
Milti-gtory Apadment
Ona-story Rotel Complax
Tear-story Modem
Agariment Comgles

On-slony Apasteent
omplax

Cahuiia Roug

MMOO®E»
—
:
] H
b |

Bolardo Road

Barilo Roay




Chronological Developmen} of Orchid Tree Properties

1915 - 1957

In 1948, a multi-story apartment was added at 254 S. Cahuilla Road, filling out the

Cahuilla border of the property. Label D.

.—..,.—@—...u.—..

Pt 4 s

Py Lo

Bt Lt

i
3
H :
S S I
&
1 LEGEND
‘;ﬁ) mremee Qrchid Troe nn

Property Bosndary

= =~ = Paicaf Lines

PR

A
B
c
o]
E
F

2]

lddireg Fiatyipring
AwpingiCancpies

- Crafiseman Bungalov

Couriyard Mgl
flutisstory Apatinsant
Ona-glory Motel Camplex

Fwo-slory Nodem
Agurieent Complex
G- slory Apastnient
Comalax

Baristy Ropd

Bolarde Roud

The growth of this parcel followed the growth of
Palm Springs. These income producing
properties were owned/managed by individuals
and the transient or permanent tenants were

people of moderate incomes.

HSPB form Section 7

And, finally, in 1957-58, the Premicre

Apartments were relocated to the open -

space on Belardo. This property was
recently destroyed by fire- Label F,

Cahuiia Rodit

Couryand Motet
Naatistary Agranmaat
One-story ialn! Camiplex
Tezgsiory Medemn
Aparmen: Cooplex
DOra-stoey Apurtmen,
Comgles




Orchid Tree Photographs
August 2009

Recent pictures of the Orchid Tree Property (Auguét 2009)

Label C looking eas

\l

s i

Label G looking west, roofs of Labels F and B
ST ST i

Label D, B, E looking west across parking lot

Orchid Tree Historic Designation Package

Photos Page | of 3




Orchid Tree Photographs
August 2009

50 A R
ey :% %) S AU IS A TR

Rear of bungalows (Labet C) looking south

Cahuilla street view of Label E

Belardo view of Label C and Qrchid Tree
‘office’

Cahuilla street view of Label E

Orchid Tree Historic Designation Package

Photos Page 2 of 3




Orchid Tree Photographs
August 2009

Cahuilla Street roof tiles

o LA g

H

Craftsman stone arch (Label A) house destroyed | (3,0 .Cahui[]a street (abei ' A)

Bungalw poI (Label'b) | ) o Bungalow sidewalk (Label C)

Orchid Tree Historic Designation Package , Photos Page 3 of 3.
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Orchid Tree Historic Site Designation Application (APN 513-151-041)
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Orchid Tree Propert:es
As reported in the Palm Springs leeltght-News
Compiled and annotated by S. Hamlin (9/1/2009)

“The seven propertiés assembled into tbday’s'Or'clhid
Tree were as follows per chart reference (1).

A)  2628.Cahuvilla 1915 (destroyed by fire)

B)  244-248 Cahuilla 1927

C) 226 W. Baristo 1934

D)  2548S.Cahuilla 1948

E)  220S.Cahuilla 1941 - . '

F) 2928 Belardo = 1957 (destroyed by fire)
G)  231S.Belardo 1938

Camarts R
Botuo Rowe | -

| The owners of the various properties were ‘moni and
: pop’ enterprises, “ exemplars of resurgent small
T e capitalism”. (2) Some of the properties and owners

{

1

!

I

2

—tr— Orered Tran
Prow”y?wmrr)

LEGEND éti ﬂl EiJ
I

received reference in the PALM SPRINGS Limelight-
News.

Property A, owned by GeneVi_eve Manley, a Christian Science practictioner, was the first
property built. She lived and practiced in the now destroyed Craftsman until her death.

She availed herself of the free ‘Services Directory’ on August 26, 1949. Also note the ad for the
Bel-Ardo Villas (third name of property C). Property C was originaliy The Sakarah Apartments,
next The Apache Lodge and finally The Bel-Ardo Villas.

'5"'

RECE %’&%

P g

.’_T\

2083

St

=
E?'w

PLANNING SERVICES
DEPARTMENT
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Orchid Tree Propertles
As reported in the Palm Springs leellght News
Compiled and annotated by S. Hamlin (9/1/2009)

Service Directory, August 26, 1949

o

mEE

A Classified Listing of Services and Busincbses That Will Remain
OPEN ALL SUMMER

There is no charge whaotscever for lisings in this Directory. I is published os a Public Service by the Limelight News ’
O your neene belongz in this Diveciory. plecse phone the Lis]igh_! News, P. 5. 2747, .

Pclm Springs * Desert Hot Springs * <Cathedral City * Rancho Mirage * Folm Village . ® Palm Desert

ACCOUNTANTS " Rossmore Fotel .. 2744 Haidet's Hardware .. DHS 201 BESIGNERS—INDOSTRIAL GARDENERES
Boyd Florian @ covece..._4888| 1450 N Indian Ave 41 Pierson Bl, DHS . s | .
Pacific Building - San-Lar-Nel Apartments ... 3772 Kissel Company ... e 2771 | Beneeict ivam Hudson & As 2617 Weel's Nursery ... a7
Grifflng Sianton & Assoc .-2758| 970 Parocela Place Garnet R 1 N Palm Canyon Dr 330 N indian Ave
120 S Palm Canyon Dr Sherwood Hotel .. .2127] L. A. Lathing Compsny ... 36981 0. - ‘ Palm Springs Landscape Co _4643
Kalbach & Floan ..........5005! 1308 I Pajm Canyon Dr 330 E Sunny Dunes Road : 725 S Palm Canyon Dy
337 N Palm Canyon Dr Sunny .Sands e 9023 1 Nesmith Ralph A Co ... 5TSE | Liife ! ot DOES ...vnnre. 6495 | oy
: 75 Sunny Dunes Road | FEZIRY jver L SHOPS
Nelisen Edward J ... ..2303| 1365 N Palm Coryon Dr 37% Susny Dunes Rea u, Resldencs
4457 N Palm Canyon Dr Vile Hermosa .- --.2218; Phllip H. Lester ... IR INTS L‘lser EmiY v oo 2B2T
Peel LowSe e s 8156 |  PrESCOLE Drive » ";WBEMS““"SJ’? Dlllﬂes Rond ator T . R 57 N Palm Canyon Dr
Palm Springs Plaza uiders SUPRLY ~owonn 2107  Devert Doy Store .o .21 esds Calffornia Potlery ,.4694
: ARCHITECTS . 490 Sunny ‘Dunes Hoad 246 N U'sliz Canvon ' 1% § Palm Caayon Dr
AIE CONDITIONING Clark & Frey .. S 2851 Rapp's Supply oeee CC 83784 120m14 Lt Springs Drug DES 241
Const Electric & Refrig Co ...4422| 579 N Palm Cany ¢ Cothedeal Cits 1% GROVCERS .
200 Sunny Dunes Hoad rost Batty Lo mmm CHIROPRACTOES Peafis | A¥s Market ...... CC 8-4024
Connell 7 81 Co Inc _._._ 2906 Hey 111 RM Hing B H . fum 91 Broadway CC
875 Sunny Dunes Road | Willams _Hursy ... T v M;:'"ﬁ";;;“"""“‘ig“ Mumem Do - Cathedral Grocery ......CC §-4551
Drigkell Tex ....ooeeee.—..2828] Palin Springs P i Rl R sl & M Indign Ave 670 Ist St CC
171 N Indian Avenue 4 : CHRISTIAN ECIENOE DEDE RANCHES EI Puebla Markel ........DHS 521
Levier O H . e g.1597) ASSOCIATIONS - M PRACIITIONEES . 221 S Falm Dr PHS
Grove and dlle Americun Legion : - Two  Iwineh 1mlun ... .DHS 351| Halehettt's Grocery .
Reed's RAMO SEUP oo 400 N Belardo FA ‘4;212235 Gc F;)-\Lﬁ lewrt b Springs 196 S Indian Ave
il Herpy* F, .
.. 578 N Palm Canyon vr Auto Club of Seuthern Calil 3045 ahusla FLECTII CONYRACTORS ?1[‘:; gv&mﬁ}, Store ...
Henry 2768| 1608 N Palm Canyon Dr CLEANERS & DYERS : Newberry's G oy
= * : 3 Artdlegs g s Grocery
856 N Palm Cenyon Dr p“‘|m Springs Ch:llm of Com 5131 Desert Hard Laundry _...2733 1 :;,. |:n Jotin M Garmat Gardone
A0 M Palm Canyon DT AL Plegran B, )
AP ARTMENTS A m Canyo 385 N Indian Ave Camphett Klavipio Phil's Market .. .. ... 891
AUTOMGOBILE GOURTS Palm Springs Cleaners ... 7963 s i
Acacia Lodge 3512 440 S Indlan Ave A b Wruirkg (o d4ga| TAES Pacl Murker ... . . dod

1075 N Paim Cunyun IW

FRtITEE Lo

a9l Cottonwood A T Pl Court ... Lo L DY 236 " .
Amasillo Apte 5 ‘Fpi;ﬁmclsc‘:::t; Ei-;z: — 1num-« 10} il ¥ |]'l::e Market T
1377 Indian Trial Bunliien Courl ... 030 8 4523 wal Clenners & Taldors 6164 | & % - B4 441 & Palm Cangon 1
—— aarco Vi . ‘ Cathedenl tiny - 568 Culle Nentu fwn
225 Barlsto . ! rdrens Tion Hammee PAEE I gy s gtow A
Belf Howard E . ea5g | AUTOMORILE DEALERN LN 10 W P s, D
565 Calle Aje T Central Mviows Forily " | B o Houser Eleetric Cn 040 AT l-(-nlu.l_ Vurdely St ]
Comon Voo Thpnet Hotel 3761]Ao6 W Yote bl - <R il Syt LS B
1083 N Palm Canyon Dr Desert Inn Gneupe (Bulele) 4001 pgryen ¢linle SE] ah b dnetiun Awe PR
Carmeli_m Hotel & Aprrs ..2777 193‘1\' Palm Cunyvan Dy itk & Dl ll‘lll\slll I ST Pidinn 25 luga l\‘i||i ..t-‘ Ildw  ahid
$15 N Palm Csnven Dr El Mirador Cher {Prclancd) 2131 EMPLOFMENT AURNCIES 180 M Pl
Cpana’ Cody’s Desert Sands -.2218] W30 N Pabe Coayoen crams —_— . A » gl
175 S Cohuita LitUeton Johm A ... .. T ) ) - r mrpln et Ageney A .
Casa da Beverly 9562 (DeSotot et -.h;n:li;ln: :\:n.:::.l'nlu vinh 100 RO i Ave ntherhy .ll'l £
206 & Palm Canyen Dr 682 5 Palmt Canyem b . CDONBRAL DINFL fall S FORRE R palag ks Aparlments)
Casa de Linde o3BT Plazn Metors Tae . L ohpgm CUCKTAR, LAHINGES y " Flowir aHR
1871 Chapperal Rd . (Cattitlne & Olbawbile) TN apy | vl £ e s 15 "
Caxn METEAreta w.moimre.e. 5682|152 E Arenas Jta . SN Palin Camyan In fl Vil dewd . Tt .
.. 36 Paseq El Mtrader Viiteling: Tons [ S RE e En i Dt 4w
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Orchid Tree Properties |

As reported in the Paim Springs leehght-News
Compited and annotated by 8. Hamlin (9/1/2009)

Property E, The Desert House, was owned by the Ostranders. Mrs. Ostrander was profiled in
this article from Friday, December 17, 1943, :

Friday, December 17, 1943 (R

Mrs. Ostrander 1s
'Head of Red Cross

Production Rooms
°
Mrs. Kay Ostrander stepped

{predoction rooms, Wednesday,

mani of this departsient at z
meeting of the Red Cross i
rectors. Mrs, Ostrander has 2
Hong list of accomplishmeants in
Red Cross combined with wn-
flagrering enthusizsin: two quuds
ities which should, in the words
those wark rooms ta conkimg
with gas”

Mrs, Ostrander repeats  the
call of her predecessor, Mes.
Armand  Turannel, for volun-
leers for « sewing aml mnkin:e:
surwical dressings, at-the local
branch heac dquarters.

Surgical dressingy are the er-
der of the dav on Wednesday

and Fridovs, from 10 aann to,

4 pat at the Hed Cross en
the Desert by grovnds, cor-
per of Palm Canven and Tah-

quitz Prive. Sewing is done o B

Mondays, Tuesdavs and Thurs-
davs,

Leaders of the da;.‘ are: Mon-
days, Mrs, A. L. Frets and Mis.
Channing  Wells; | Tuesdays,
Mrs. Charles Bonoff; Wednes

Limelight-News Articles

ito command of the Bed Cross |

when she was appainted chaie-

of our high school group, “seti

davs, Mrs. Levering  Moorg;
Thursdays, Mrs. Jobn Williams;
Fridavs, 35 A, B, Jones and
Mrs. George Davies.

HOUSES

°

ATTRACTIVE SMALL UCCO
Subedropm  home, farpished
by Barker Bros. Venelinn
Dlinds, 8003, -

FOUR-BEDROOM, &-bath furs
nisbied nillside home, perpet-
ual wiew, beloaw cost; $47500

LUKCRIOUSLY FUENISHED
2.bBedroans:,  3sbath home:
$15 000,

DYEELOOKING PALM
| EPRINGS ond entlre yalley
gr = xite thal eanl neover be
abetructed. 8 magnifieent 3-
pedeoom, J-bath unfurnlshed
hstme; 813500 -

Originally, J. Marvin and Kay
Ostrander lived at The Desert

" House. This article indicates -

she was working as a volunteer
for the Red Cross.

The 2005 Historic Resources
Assessment Report states that

the Ostranders had a permanent .

residence in Hollywood,
however, this article would
imply that she had a strong
commitment to Palm Springs:

Page 3 of 10
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Orchid Tree Properties
As reported in the Paim Springs L:mellght -News
Compiled and annotated by S. Hamlin (9!1/2009)

In the December 24, 1943 issue of The PALM SPRINGS Limeiight News, J. Marvin Ost.rander
of The Desert House (property E) sends a grectmg to “friends, patrons and people of Palm
Sprmgs

: The PALM SPRINGS Limel.fgh! Nevyrs
..;..fhgé” = ’%%%?&%F St RO R Aﬂ%%’ﬁé

/5
_lsh You a Merry Xmas and Happy New Year 3 &g

e S E\ :

COMPLIMENTS OF XMAS. - * Seadon’s i R 3
! SINCERE GOOD WISHES codos Grerings . R
] . - MERRY CHRISTMAS o)
e ‘ - _ * HAPPY NEW YEAR 5&;
N DeV:ne s Markcl ' Maloof’s Department Store * : IR
% Johnnie and Connie 274 So. Patm Conyon - Sale’s Plaza Market 5%
_“% . A MERRY CHRISTMAS * CUR BEST WISHES FOR A Sincere Greelings ta Qur Friends, E
% - HAPPY MNEW YEAR - . MOST ENJOYABLE HOLIDAY . . Patrans and People of Palm Springs iR
; * o : -. " =
&1 Marh LT Payny's Tratler Mart o %
%g ﬂﬁueg,. The Tailor ' - Your Reck Gas and Trailer Dealer The Désert House ,&
gg 177 E. Andreas - Phone 6464 ) Maury and Luzile Pavny ) J. Marvin Ostrander ' ﬁ
i ‘ 8
% * \N!SHH\!_G YOu HAPPINESS . | * A MERRY CHRISTMAS ond % Your For A Good Ofd American | ég‘,
5§ CHRISTMAS and NEW YEAR'S | A HAPPY NEW YEAR . . CHRISTMAS and MEW YEAR ,ﬁ%
§ Grimes Groéery : Hoveard 3. Fus imcr ] ' " . i\(\ '
B 202 N, Indian Ave, “Union Oil S’ruhon R Y, . R
?}, Mr ond Mrs. E. E. GRIMES 1100 S, Palm Conyon Dr. . 9416 | - Milner's 5 Und;lo ’ E)\ -

Property C, the bungalow apartments, were originally called the ‘Sakarah Apartments’. There are
many references to these bungalows during 1934, the year of their opening, :

The bungalows were originally owned by Thomas Douglas and his brother Horace L. Cook,
according to The PALM SPRINGS Limelight on October 6, 1934. These brothers were sons of
Mrs. Florence Campbell, a regular winter visitor to Palm Springs.

The 2005 resources report indicates the builder was ‘Herbert Foster’, but this does not appear to
be correct. A 1934 ad in The PALM SPRINGS Limelight indicates the apartments were built by
C.R. Foster. An ad 10 years later references Herbert Foster, who might have been a brother or a
son of C.R and was a realtor/developer. C. R. was probably the contractor/bullder

Limelight-News Articles | | ~ ° Page4of10




Orchid Tree Propertles '
As reported in the Palm Springs leellght-News
Compiled and annotated by S. Hamlin (9/1/2009)

* Ready Monday, Oct. 22nd ‘:
Proper&y - g g A R i
‘ !I' you | a - APARTMENTS | : B ’tRIbTG l”’r} i
: wint ta SR SRR -~ INDIVIDUAL UNITS _ 1]
‘ CoT S ENTIRELY NEW FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT
RENT YOUR HOUSE | | INSULATED AGAINST HEAT & COLD ;
: R T ' WESTINGHOUSE REMIGERATORY o
+ SELL YOUR HOUSE 3 - VENTED HEATERS A )
. SELL YOUR LOT f GARAGES ' - . PHONE o6}
o g - . - ;
E Please list with us m;w. f ' : _ ' o
We have a waiting 11 '} : \
of reoters and Buvers 1 : ' S A K A @ A H i
HERBERT H. FOSTER § = i ~ APARTMENTS
Licensed Heal Exfale Droler 3 _ _ _
KATHERINE POLLAK § 1 WERE BUILT BY
Argocinde : o S ’
132 N, Palm Canyon Pr. } : [ : C. R. FOSTER
Box 1204 Phone 3555 § o - :

Left: The PALM SPRINGS Limeii'ght'-News, September 7, 1944

Right: The PALM SPRINGS Limelight-News, October 20, 1934

Lime[ight-News Articles Page 5 of 10




Orchid Tree Properties
As reported in the Palm Springs Limelight- News
Compiled and annotated by S. Hamlin (9/1/2009)

READY FOR OCCUPANCY

aparTiENT: S AK AR A M  BARISTO RD.

INDIVIDUAL UNITS
PNTIRELY NEW FURNITURE & LQLIP IENT
I\QL! IT,D AGAINST HEAT & COLD
VESTINGHOUSE l\L}-RICER,‘;Tﬁ)F\S -
"LT\TK’) MEATERS ' .
s;I‘\-a’%GEﬂ : PHGNE 3961

The original SAKARAH ad displayed an elegant broperty ‘Ready for Occupancy’. The ad shown
above was taken from The PALM SPRINGS Limelight-News of October 27,1934, It appears to
be a drawing and not a photograph. : , ‘

Limelight-News Articles Page 6 of 10




Orchid Tree Properties

As reported in the Palm Springs Limelight-News
Compiled and annotated by S. Hamlin (9/1/2009)

The opening of The SAKARAH deserved a lengthy article in The PALM SPRINGS Limellght-

News on October 6, 1934:

SAKARAH APTS,
TO OPEN 15TH

A new development  which @
in beautiful haemony  with  the
“dewrr country i that of the
iSakarals Apartments an Bariste,
Homverly Time, sreet,  The low,

Partitie huihfiug‘ number ten unin !

tand ate owned by Thomac 8
Donglas, whoe father built one of
the carly lomes on Arcoas Read,
and Dbie brother Horage L,
Path are s of Mre, Florenes 1,
Aamplell who has
iPalm Springs for maay seasons,

Spanmish drchitecture s
throuzhowr  Sikarah  (desérr i

porehes  aned :
tertore are chaemingly {urnithed

and interestivg detzil. The praject
i the largest i onew construction
to be cacricd ount in the village
during the soouner. 4
Of pacticulac interess in this
part of the conntey, where {all
and spring swatont bring high tem-
perasures during the day. aee the
inrubited  walle and roofs.  The
interiors progize to B warm in
wimier aoid ool inm yumemern
Ten ooainn of the

[T TN BRI

teenidnemes] om prage sl

Limelight-News Articles

Cook. |
wintered i
carried
pArabicy and the flar resf spaces:
are ta be wtilived dg sun bathing

roof  gardene, lan |

sand dn Leeping with the Spanih
theme, with high beamed cealings |

FparInwart
Swilt he wacd By othe famsile ar Meoo
Camepbell ® clasing ber Holiysood |
up ber resdence |

AR AT AT
Ty CHPEN Bt M

st T’F(;AL ‘r;-aan s )

W P Bpring, T
Rl E%; ln;mg\";f !H‘ ,\lﬂ.‘

Apactivtont
. Mlorreg:
Coat whe fon had egerware g
thils B of wark i Les Aopeles, .
Mr. Cool esgedts 10 apen 10 a1-
rrrocy's office-in e willzer,
Limsd wn wlich the apartmints
sre bunle wonn . foreerly owned by
Avstan MedManve Meo Modamn
ha  fzkea aver b rended)
Arenny Brend bosgsc Tooam oo
wrf g*rupxﬂ:ﬁ. [

" Could this “missing cat’ be a brilliant ad for The SAKARAH

Apartments? The copy appeared in the November 3™, 1934
issue of The PALM SPRINGS Limelight-News.
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Orchld Tree Propertles
As reported in the Palm Springs leellght News
Compiled and annotated by S. Hamlin (9/1/2009)

Alfred Hertz Won't

| e There aré numerous references to QUestS bf The
: Télk Ab@i&f LQ?E SAKARAH Apartments. This article indicates Mrs.

Gs ksl foane paSe el Alfred Hertz was a guest in 1935. The same issue of
The PALM SPRINGS Limelight-News of January 19®
describes the brilliant musicianship of Albert Hertz,
her husband, saying he was “known to Southern
California as the ‘Father of the Hollywood Bowl®...”,
although it seems his first love was conducting
Wagnerian operas.
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Orchid Tree Properties |
As reported in the Palm Springs Limelight-News
Compiled and annotated by S. Hamlin (9/1/2009)

Although not part of the Orchid Tree property, there are sevefal single family houses on the east
side of Cahuilla between Arenas and Baristo. Both are single family bungalows that have been

lovmgly restored.

Note the following article about the sale of what must have been one of these two propertles
although the reporter misused the word ‘north” which should have been “east’. The article was

printed on November 13, 1942.

At this point, properties A, B, C, E, and G had been built on the Orchid Tree property.

Friday, November 13, 1942 | 13

Griffes Purchase Carnclf Residenea
Residence on Purchasced Lost Week
’ o

Cahuille Road
& AMrs, Minwie AL Hoss  and

Mr. and Mys. Eugenme E. Robert | Corcoran have
Griffes, prominent winter vesf. Sought the residence of Mis.
denls {or m wny vears, have pur- Julin' 8. Curnell, according to
ehased 1 home op e north  papers handhod at Riverside by
sidee of ‘Cahuilla Koad between  the Riverside Titde  company.
Arenas and Bafisly Reads from 10 proeperly is located on Ca-
Mr.oand Mre, William 1. Janes 0o Encasto, west of  Palny
of Los Anueles, it was learned  Cutvon Drive fu the Palm Cun
from deed filed by the River- ton Dstates :
side Title company b River i e —_
side. oot e a5 s

This report references three of the seven Orchid Tree properties: A, C, E.

Owners to other properties were:

B: Mae Abbot

D: Edwin Thompson

F: moved in 1972 and now destroyed
G: Fannings and Potters

The name Potter mighjc‘».:iae assoctated with the.family after whom ‘The Potter Clinic’ is named.
These were two sisters. o

Clearly, the Orchid Tree property was a popular and important corner of the growing town of
Palm Springs by virtue of the fact that the McManus property was subdivided and bought by 7
different owners, ‘mom and pop’ entrepreneurs, who invigorated early Palm Springs.
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Orchid Tree Properties -
As reported in the Paim Springs leeiught -News
Compiled and annotated by S. Hamlin (9/1/2009)
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212 W.SINE ST. SUITE 100
SANTA MONICA-CA 00405
T 310 450 2290
F 310 450 27244

September 3, 2009

Mr. Craig A. Ewing

Director of Planning Services
City of Palm Springs

3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Drive
FPalm Springs, CA 92262

Re: . 261 S. Belardo Road

Dear Mr. Ewing:

The owner of the above-referenced property, Pali-Palm Springs, LLC, has been notified that an
application has been proposed by Sheryl Hamlin to designate this property as historic. Pali-Palm -
Springs, LLC is neither a party to nor supportive of the proposed application. '

As you are aware, the site has already been the subject of significant review actjvity and scrutiny
by the City of Palm Springs, including the Historic Site Preservation Board. An extensive and
comprehensive historic investigation and study of the property was conducted by the cultural
_resources management division of PCR Services Corporation (PCR), a professional, third party
consulting firm. The historic resources assessment report, completed by PCR in Apnl 2003,
documents and evaluates federal, state, and local historic significance and eligibility of the
property. Specifically, the in depth analysis and report evaluated potential historic resources of
the pfoperty based upon criteria, guidelines and all regulatory laws and regulations of the
National Register, California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), and the City
of Palm Springs historic resources criteria. The report concludes that the property is not eligible
for federal, state or local designation.

Pali-Palm Springs, LLC concurs with the findings and conclusions set-forth-in.the PCR repert.. .
Although the April 2005 PCR report accompanied and is utilized and referenced throughout the
current proposed application for historic designation, the findings and conclusions of the report
do not support the application request for historic designation of the property. '

Please feel free to contact me at (310) 450-2200 extension 103 if you have any questiohs or
would like additional information at this time. :

Sincerely,

Pali-Palm Springs, LLC

G

Matt Fisher

RECEIVED

Seo 48 eng

PLANNING SERVICES




Historic Tennis Club Neighborhood Organization

April 19, 2009

Historic Site Preservation Board .
John Gilmore, Chairman
City of Palm Springs

Re: Class I Historic Designation of the Orchid Tree Inn and the Demgna‘uon of the
' I—Ilstorlc Tennis Club Neighborhood as a Historic District

On August 3™ our Board unanimously voted to proceed with an application for
Class I Historic Designation of the Orchid Tree Inn. It has come to our attention that the
present owners, Palisades Development, have definitely decided not to proceed with its
originally planned restoration/development project and have now listed the property for .
sale.

Fortunately they left us with a detailed study by Jan Ostashay of PCR Services in
Irvine whom they commissioned to document the value of this historic property. We
would like to expand upon this report and prepare a formal application which would also
‘be of importance to guide any future property owners.

Additionally, after several years of d1scu5310n we also unammously voted to
pursue historic district designation for our neighborhood.

We understand that this Board has been readying itself to handle historic district
applications and that at least one other such application is in process. .So we would like
to hereby announce that we are ready to start pursuing that designation for our
neighborhood. Not only is this Palm Springs’ oldest neighborhood, but it already has a
strong base of key anchor Class I designated historic properties including the O’Donnell
House, the Willows Historic Inn, the Vallauris, Casa Cody Inn, the St. Bar1sto Church, La
Serena Villas and the Inglesuie Inn. -

We Wouid very much appreciate your assistance and cooperation.
Sincerely, -

Frank Tysen
Chairman

ce: Palm Springs Mayor and Couneil | : ok
City Manager . 5 o a2

. {_Plamning Director ' 5 _ﬁ?{j@ 5@#28%%9
' : LANNING sERvicss
poleredioyr




NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
HISTORIC SITE PRESERVATION BOARD
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS

- PROPOSED DESIGNATION OF THE ORCHID TREE INN — HSPB 72
AS CLASS 1 HISTORIC SITE AND NOTICE OF EXEMPTION FROM CEQA

261 SOUTH BELARDO ROAD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Historic Site Preservation Board of the City of Palm Sprmgs
California, will hold a Public Hearing at its meeting of December 8, 2009. The Historic Site.
Preservation Board meeting begins at 8:15 a.m. in the Large Conference Room at City Hall, 3200
East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs.

The purpose of the hearing is to consider designating the property known as the Orchid Tree inn
as a Class 1 Historic Site (Case No. HSPB 72). The subject site is addressed as follows: 261
- South Belardo Road (APN 513-151-041).

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: This request is categorically exempt from review pursuant -
to Section 156331 (Historical Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation) of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), whereas the proposed designation meets the conditions outlined for
preservation of a historic resource. The application is available for public review in the Planning .
Services Department, City Hall, 3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, between the
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday.

REVIEW OF PROJECT INFORMATION: ‘The staff report and other supporting documents
regarding this project are available for public review at City Hall between the hours of 8:00 a.m.
and 6:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday. Please contact the Office of the City Clerk at (760) 323-
8204 if you would like to schedule an appointment to-review these documents.

COMMENT ON THIS APPLICATION: Respohse to this notice may be made verbally at the Public
Hearing and/or in writing before the hearing. Written. comments may be made to the Historic Site
Preservation Board by letter (for mail or hand delivery) to:

James Thompson; City Clerk
3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 92262

Any challenge of the proposed project in court may be limited to raising only those issues raised at
the Public Hearing described in this Notice or in written correspondence delivered to the City Clerk
at, or prior to, the Historic Site Preservation Board hearing. (Govemment Code Section
65009[b][2]). An opportunity will be given at said hearing for all interested persons to be heard.
Questions regarding this case may be directed to Cra|g A. Ewing, AICP, Director of Planmng
Services at (760) 323-8245.

Si necesita ayuda con esta carta, porfavdr llame a la Ciudad de Palm Springs y puede hablar con
Nadine Fieger telefono (760) 323-8245.

James Thompson
City Clerk




HISTORIC RESOURCES ASSESSMENT REPORT

ORCHID TREE INN

261 South Belardo Road
Paim Springs, California 92262

(APNs: 513-152-014, -018, -019, -020)

Historic Resources Survey and Evaluation

Prepared for

* Palisades Development'GrouI.)
1416 Second Street
Santa Monica, California 90401

Prepared by:

Jan Ostashay, Principal Investigator
PCR Services Corporation
One Venture, Suite 150
Trvine, CA 92618

April 2005

1]




 PALISADES

Development Group
May 12, 2005

Ms. Jing Yeo _
Depariment of Strategic Planning
City of Palm Springs

3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way
P.O. Box 2743 .
Palm Springs, CA 92263-2743

Re: 261 S, BELARDO ROAD (ORCEt[D TREE INN)
HISTORIC RESOURCES ASSESSMENT REPORT

Dear Jing:

Pursuant to our discussions and your request, enclosed please find two copies of the Historic

Resources Assessment Report for the above-referenced propeity. It is my understanding that you
and the staff will review this report, and you will transmita copy of the report to the Historie Site

Preservation Board for their review as well.
I will follow up with you next week to confirm your receipt of this report and to schedule a
walkthrough on the property with you, two members of the HSPB, a representative of the Palm

Springs Modern Committee, and our design team to introduce our proposed project. In the
-meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me at (310) 395-4626 extension 103 if you have any

questions or require additional information,
Thank you Jing.
Siﬁcerely,

Yy

Matt Fisher
Executive Vice President

Enclosures

fdia Secaond S, Santa Monca, CA S6E401




‘1. INTRODUCTION

A.  INTRODUCTION

This assessment report completed by PCR Services Corporation (PCR), documents and
evaluates the federal, state, and local significance and eligibility of the property located at 261
South Belardo Road in Palm Springs, Riverside County, California. This assessment report
includes a discussion of the survey methodology used, a brief historic context of the property and
surrounding area, and the identification and evaluation of the subject property. Completed State
Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) inventory forms are attached for the assessed
property. This report does not, however, discuss potential impacts or mmgat}on measures for

any spemﬁc project that may be related to this property

The Orchid Tree Inn property covers most of the block bounded by Belardo Road to the
cast, Baristo Road to the south, Cahuilla Road to the west, and Arenas Road to the north. The
subject property consists of four parcels (APNs 513-152-014, 513-152-019, 513-152- 018, 513-
152-020) of pnmarlly flat terrain that together comprise the entire Orchid Tree Inn site, which is
sited with a primary entrance along the west side of South Belardo Road. The property contains
- seven primary improvements with a number of structures associated with these improvements.
The subject property is located within an area that is both commercial and residential in use. The
main strip of downtown Palm Springs is one block east of the subject property, which runs along
Palm Canyon Drive and Indian Canyon Drive (See Figure I-1, Regional Map on following page).

B.  METHODOLOGY

, The historic resouice assessment was conducted by PCR’s cultural resources personnel
Jan Ostashay, Director of Cultural Resources Management. In order to identify and evaluate the
~ subject property as a potential historic resource, a multi-step methodology was utilized. A
records search and review of the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) and its
annual updates, the 2005 California Historic Resources Inventory maintained by the State Office
of Historic Preservation (OHP), and the City of Palm Springs Historic Resources Inventory were
performed to determine if the property had been previously recorded and/or evaluated for
historical significance. The results of this search indicate that a portion of the subject property,
the Albert Frey designed two- -story apartment building and the U-shaped grouping of Spanish
style bungalow units that comprise the original Orchid Tree Inn, have been previously surveyed
and recorded on a single OHP Primary Record form (DPR 523A). This reconmaissance level -
assessment, completed m 2003 by Architectural Resources Group, did not evaluate these
structures for historical or architectural significance. The other buildings on the site that

261 Belardo Road Histeric Resources Assessment Report
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L. Introduction

compnse the rest of the current Orchid Trée Inn property were '11c_>t surveyed, recorded,-or
evaluated for significance as part of the 2003 survey process. Site inspections of the property
were conducted to assess existing conditions and integrity, define the study arca, and document
potentially significant elements of the property. An intensive-level survey of the property,
inchuding photography and background research, was also undertaken. The National Register,
California Register of Historical Resources (California Register), and the City. of Palm Springs
historic resources criteria were employed to evaluate the significance of the property. More -
“specifically, in conducting the survey assessment, the following tasks were performed for the

study:

Searched archival records of the National Register, ‘California Register, California
Historic Resources Inventory, and the City of Palm Springs Historic Resou:rces
Inventory list.

Conducted field inspections of the subject property.
Photographed the subject property and its assoclated features.

Collected and reviewed historic images and archives of the property from various
repositories, including the Palm Springs Historical Society, Palm Springs lerary,
and Los Angeles Public Library.

Conducted site-specific research on the subject property utilizing Sanbom fire
insurance maps, city directories, néwspaper articles, historical photographs, and other
published sources,

Reviewed and analyzed relevant ordinances, statutes, regulations, bulletins, and
téchnical materlals relating to federal, state, and local historic preservation issues,
designation assessment processes, and related programs.

Evaluated potential historic resources based upon criteria of the National Register,

California Register, and -Palm Springs local preservation ordinance.  Also

implemented the survey methodology of the State Office of Historic Preservation
(OHP).

A1 Palana.
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II. REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

Historic resources fall within the jurisdiction of several levels of government. Federal
laws provide the framnework for the identification, and in certain instances, protection of historic -

resources. Additionally, states and local jurisdictions plziy active roles in the identification,
‘documentation, and protection of such resources within their communities. The National

Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended; the California Environmental Quality -
Act (CEQA); the California Register of Historical Resources (California Register); and Public

Resources Code (PRC) 5024 are the primary federal and state laws governing and affecting
preservation of historic resources of national, state, and local significance. At the local level,
relevant regulations clude the City of Palm Springs’ Historic Preservation Ordinance (Chapter

8.05 of the City’s Municipal Code), which defines a historic resource (site) and levels of -

designation, establishes a historic site preservation board, and sets criteria for determining
historical significance. A description of these relevant laws and regulations are presented below.

'A.  FEDERAL LEVEL
1. National Register of Historic Places

First authonized by the Historic Sites Act of 1935, the National Register of Historic
Places (National Register) was established by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
“an authoritative guide to be used by Federal, State, and local governments, private groups and
citizens to identify the Nation’s cultural resources and to indicate what properties should be
considered for protection from destruction or impairment.” The National Register recognizes

properiies that are significant at the national, state and local levels. Further discussion of -
National Registér crteria and guidelines 1s provided in Section I, Environmental Setting, of this

~document.

B. STATE LEVEL

The California Office of Historic Preservation (OHP), as an office of the California

Department of Parks and Recreation, implements the policies of the National Historic -

Preservation Act (NHPA) on a statewide level. The OHP also camries out the duties as set forth
in the Public Resources Code (PRC) and maintains the California Historic Resources Inventory.

The State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) is an appointed official who implements historic

preservation programs within the state’s jurisdictions.

"' Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), 36 $00.2

261 Belardo Road : Histeric Resources Assessment Report
PCR Services Corporation © April 2005
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I1. Regulatory Frarﬁework
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1. California Register of Historical Resources

Created by Assembly Bill 2881, which was signed into law on September 27‘, 1992, the

California Register of Historical Resources (California Register) is “an authoritative histing and -

guide to be used by state and local agencies, private groups, and citizens in identifying the
existing historical resources of the state and to indicate which resources deserve to be protected,
to the extent prudent and feasible, from substantial adverse change™ The criteria for eligibility

for the California Register are based upon National Register criteria.’ Certain resources are

determined by the statute to be autornatically included in the California Register, including
California properties formally determined eligible for, or listed in, the National Register of

Historic Places.*

The California Register consists of resources that are listed automatically and those that .

must be nominated through an application and public hearing process. The California Regiéter
automatically includes the following: ' '

s California properties listed on the National Register of Historic Places and' those
. formally Determined Eligible for the National Register of Historic Places;

 Califormia Registered Historical Landmarks from No. 770 onward;

* Those California Points of Historical Interest that have been evaluated by the OHP
‘and have been recommended to the State Historical Commission for inclusion on the

- California Register.* |
Other resources which may be nominated to the California Register include:

 Individual historical resources;
-« Histerical resources contributing to historic districts:

* Historical resourcés identified as significant in historical resources surveys with
significance ratings of Category 1 through 5;

. Historicél_l resources designated or listed as local landmarks, or designated under any
local ordinance, such as a historic preservation overlay zone ®

z California Public Resources Code & 5024{. I{a).
7 California Fublic Resources Code § 5024.] (b).
! California Public Resources Code § 5024.1(d).
? California Public Resources Code §5024.1(d).

261 Belardo Road
PR Qerviree Marmars, Han

Historic Resources Assessment Report -




-3 ! Reguiatory Framework

- C. LOCAL LEVEL - CITY OF PALM SPRINGS

The City' of Palm Spnngs has an adopted historic preservation ordinance (Palm Springs. .
Municipal Code 8.05), which established the purpose of the ordinance and also created the
Historic Site Preservation Board (HSPB). The City’s preservation ordinance is the primary body
of local law relating to historic preservation. Chapter 8.05.010 through 8.05.245 establishes the
authority for preée_rvation,_ the composition and responsibilities of the HSPB, criteria - for
determining what is eligible for designation as a City-recognized Historic. Site or Historic
Distnct, and procedures for the alteration or demolition of historic properties.

°  California Public Resources Code § 5024.1(z).

261 Belardo Road ’ . Historic Resources Assessment Report
PCR Services Corporation ’ ) : Apnl 2005




[II. ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

A, 'HISTORIC CONTEXT
1. The City of Palm Springs’

The pre-historic period refers to a time prior to the arrival of non-native peoples, when
Native American society, which was based on traditions resulting from thousands of years of
cultural development, was intact and viable. The prehistoric period in the Coachella Valley is
generally divided into the Late Prehistoric Period and Archaic Period. The Archaic Period is
defined as occurring before AD 1000, prior to the introduction of ceramics into the region from
the Colorado River cultures. For this reason, the Archaic Period is ﬁsuaily referred to as the

“pre-ceramic” period. Other important cultural developments during the Archaic Period include

the change from burial practices to cremations before 500 BC and the introduction of the bow
and arrow, probably around 500 BC. '

i The Late Prehistoric Period ends around the late 1700s, when foreign influences brought
profound changes to Native Amerncan society and ushered in the “historic period.”
"Archaeological evidence indicates that a large number of settlements and rancherias were
established in the Coachella Valley region during the prehistoric period. Such sites included

' villages, milling sites used on a seasonal basis to process food matenals, lithic workshops for-

making stone tools and weapons, and rock art sites used for artistic and/or religious purposes.

2. The Cochella®

The Cahuilla people were the first known inhabitants that settled in the Coachella Valley.

According to archaeologists, the Cahuilla came from the north approximately 2,000 to 3,000

years ago. They are thought to have migrated south from the Great Basih region of Nevada,
Utah, and eastern California. The descent of these native peoples has been derived from
linguistic relationships, which has offered traces of their ancestral past. The Cahuilla belong to

the- Uto-Aztecan language family, and are a Takic speaking people. Other peoples who are -

located- within the surrounding regions of southem Cahforma that belonged to the Takic group
-~ are the Serrano, Luiseno, and Gabrielino.

7 Adpated from the City of Palm Desert’s “Comprehensive General Plan, Archaeological & Cultural Resources
Element” and the City of Rancho Mirage's "General Plan, Archaeological and Historic Resources Element.”,

8 mbid.
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The Cahuilla are generally divided into three groups by anthropologists according to their.
geographic locations in the region: the Pass Cahuilla of the San Gorgonio Pass/Palm Springs
area; the Mountain Cahuilla of the San Jacinto-and Santa Rosa Mountains; and the Desert
Cahuilla of the eastern Coachella Valley. All three groups spoke the Cahuilla language, had
similar lifestyles, and practiced the same traditions.

The first Cahuilla contact with Europeans is believed to have occurred in the 18.1:_3:17708,": -
when Spaniards crossed through Cahuilla territory in search of new land routes between Mexico
and northern California. Over time, relations between the Cahuilla and Europeans became -
strained due to conflicts over land ownership and exploitation, and religious and cultural
practices. In the early 1860s, a smallpox epidemic to which the Cahuilla had no immunity to
decimated the Cahuilla population, which declined substantially in number at the time. | L

Reservations were established beginning in the 1870s, which allowed the Cahuilla to.
preserve their cultural traditions in relative isolation from Anglo-Americans. Today, Native:
Americans of the Pass and Desert Cahuilla heritage are mostly affiliated with one or more of the
Indian reservations in the Coachella Valley, including the Torres Martinez, Augustine, Agua
Caliente, Cabazon, and Morongo, most of which are in close proximity to the City of Palm
Springs. . The Cahuilla Indian population closest to the subject property lives on the Agua
Caliente Reservation, portions of which are located within the incorporated city limits of Palm

Springs.
3. Early Palm Springs History”

In 1853, a government survey party, headed by Lt. R.S. William P. Blake, a geologist,
made the first modem discovery of Palm Springs and its mineral pool bubbling out of the hot
sand. - Another government survey party recorded mineral water springs in 1868 in what is now
the city of Desert Hot Springs. A source of drinking water for indigenous peoples of centuries
past, surveyors noted the spring was located at the foot of “two bunches of palms,” which is not
the site of the exclusive Two Bunch Palms Resort and Spa. Traveling on horses and wagons
through the desert, the men of the survey parties are credited with establishing the first wagon

“route through the San Gorgonio Pass. In 1872, Palm Springs became a.stop on the Bradshaw

Stage Coach Line between Prescott Arizona and Los Angeles

In the late 18005, the United States Congress gave all surveyed odd-numbered, one-mile
sections of the land in the area to the Southern Pacific Railroad, as an incentive to bring their
trains through the open desert. Until then, the desert area, only 120 miles east from downtown
Los Angeles, had been the home to several hundred members ‘of the Cahuilla Indians, including
the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians in Palm Springs.

7 Adapted from “The Desert Story” at www.palmspringsusa.com. |
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Years later, Congress distributed the even numbered sections of land to the Agua-
Caliente Indians, which then created the checkerboard pattermn of growth that is still evident in the
Palm Springs area today. The Native Americans were unable to develop much of the prime
close-in real estate until recent years because of court battles over allotment equalization,
litigation with the local government over zoning, and the establishment of long-teom leasing

gl ghts for Indian landowners.

The first permanent white settler in the Palm Springs area was John Guthrie McCallum, a

- notable judge and attorney from San Francisco. MecCallum arrived in 1884 with his family
seeking health for his tubercular son. Two years later, he purchased the surrounding land in the
vicinity from the Southern Pacific and set about improving the water supply by constructing an
aqueduct. Completion of the aqueduct made possible the rapid growth of fruit trees and alfalfa

-fields and led to the subsequent rich agricultural development of the Coachella Valley.

Another colonist, Doctor Welwood Murray, who purchased a site from McCallum
opened the first family operated hotel in 1886. In 1897 McCallum passed away, but his daughter
Pear} McManus still resided in the Village.

In the Jate 1890s, at the eastern end of the valley, the famous agricultural history of Indio
began when botanist Pat Gale experimented with date shoots that C.P. Huntington, president of
the Southern Pacific Railroéd brought with him from a vacation in Algeria. Today Indio and the
agricultural area surrounding it produces 90 percent of the annual U.S. date crop, plus a vanety

of other fruit.

By the turn of the century, Palm Springs was becoming a thriving resort community with
more than ten buildings, a post office, and many seasonal visitors. In the early 1900s, word
spread that the dry climate in the desert communities had health benefits. A number of boarding
houses 1 Palm Springs specializing in asthmatic and respiratory care began to draw visitors.
Nellie Coffman, credited with founding the famous Desert Inn in Palm Springs, started her
hostelry as a health-care boarding house in 1909.

Within the small town, a school house was erected in 1914, and by 1918, the early
villagers, spurred on by Mrs. Coffinan, founded a Board of Trade which functioned as a chamber
of commerce for the community. Early hotel operators seized the opportunity to attract wealthy
Bastemers afraid to travel to Europe for spa treatments during World War 1.

Foliowing the success of the Desert Inn, other resorts large and small catering io a
moneyed elite appeared in Palm Springs in the 1920s and 1930s. Of these, the most noteworthy
were the Oasis Hotel (1925) and the El Mirado Hotel (completed 1928). By the late 1920s, the
area had become popular with the Hollywoed crowd as a winter playground for movie stars and
moguls. The grand El Mirado Hotel received wide publicity as the largest and most sumptuous
‘of the Palm Spnings resorts. Charlie Farrell and Ralph Bellamy, two young film stars who
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wanted more access to the area’s few, but popular tennis courts, founded the prestigious Palm-
Springs Racquet Club in 1932, Smaller hostels in the area initially included, the Estrella Inn,
which was constructed in 1933 and the Ingleside Inn. Built in 1925 as the estate of the.
Humphrey Birge family, owners of the Pierce Arrow Motor Car Company, the property was sold
and then converted to -a 20-toom inn in 1935. The Orchid Tree lnn, onginally called the
“Sakarah” apartment motel, was built as a small courtyard bungalow motel around 1934.

As Palm Springs grew, local concerns over a lack of adequate zoning controls led to a
successful vote for incorporation as a city in 1938. World War II ‘brought increased activity to
the desert with General George S. Patton Jr. directing military training maneuvers in preparation-
for an invasion of the North African deserts. The Kl Mirado Hotel and grounds were .
requisttioned and furned into the Torney General Hospital in time to receive the wounded from
the battlefields of the war. An airfield was established at the time with two-mile long runways,
which later became the Palm Springs Airport. ' :

Followmg the end of World War II, Palm Springs returned to its pre-war reson status..
Growth of this desert area, as well as much of the Coachella Valley, experienced an extended
building boom lasting over three decades. Large and small hotels thrived during this period,
many located along Indian Canyon Avenue. Additionally, Palm Canyon Drive became the.
comumercial heart of the city with its strip of retail stores, restaurants, and glamorous nightclubs
- such as the Chi Chi and the Doll House. Some of southem California’s most exclusive stores
opened branches along Palm Canyon Drive, including Bullock’s , Robinson’ s, and Desmond’s.
By 1960 Palm Springs had been transformeéd into an increasingly urban env1romnent with
schools, hospitals, an airport, and other civic amenities.

- In addition to the construction of customn residences throughout the City after 1945, tract
houses marketed as second homes to upper middle class buyers began to appear. These tract
homes were designed in the Modem architectural idiom that was becoming increasingly popular -
in the Coachella Valley and throughout southern California during these decades. The first Palm

Springs tract development of approximately 100 dwellings was built mn 1948-49 near the
Tahquitz Creek in the south end of town by Los Angeles-based developer Paul W. Trousdale.
Starting in 1957, and continuing until the mid-1960s, San Femando Valley developers George
and Robert Alexander constructed the. first of thousands of tract houses in the Modem
architectural style that would be built throughout Palm Springs. '

From the 1970s through the early 1990s, condominiums became the primary residential
butlding type constructed in the City for use as second homes. It was during these years that
Palm Springs entered an extended period of economic decline that derived, in part, from the
then-perceived dated look of its architecture, distance from numerous golf courses, and lack of
expansive new gated communities in comparison to the growing Coachella Valley cities of
Rancho Mirage, Palm Desert, Indian Wells, and La Quinta located further east. Palm Springs”
fortunes turned around, however in the late 1990s when the city’s rich architectural heritage and’
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1ts pedestrian-fiiendly downiown was rediscovered and publicized. Today, Palm Springs is
e Xperiencing a building boon that rivals its 1950s and 1960s heyday.

4. Tourist Camps and Bungalow Courts

With the growing popularity through the teens and twenties of the automobile, a new
kind of tourism, not dependent on the railroads, began to flourish throughout the country. The
proliferation of the automobile reinforced the movement for a comprehensive system of national
highways, begun in the poth century. - Gaining momentum with the establishment of a coast-to-

coast road and the passage of the Federal Highway Act of 1916, automobile tourism captured the-

imagination of the American public. Travel by automobile seemed to offer the ultimate in
freedom of destination and from the limitations of time and budget. At first, the pioneers of the
open road slept in ad hoc campgrounds. Subsequently, municipalities and private landowners
opened organtzed tourist camps, eventually equipping them with such amenities as toilets and
showers, parking areas, picnic tables, fireplaces, and even electricity. In the 1920s, some
entrepreneurs decided that more permanent accommodations would attract paying clientele, and
cabin camps began to dot the hlghways More widely known as cabin courts, cottage courts, and

tourist courts, these facilities were the forerunners of that fixture of American highway, the -
motel.”” In appearance, the tourist courts had much in common with the bungalow courf,
including its design and configuration. The primary difference between the two was the greater )
emphasis put on automobile accommeodation in the tourist court, where the central courtyard

usually became an internal access road and parking was provided for each unit. In fact, the word
“Mo-tel” was registered with the Library of Congress by Pasadena bungalow court architect,
Arthur 5. Heineman, in 1925." The first recorded use of the word was at Heineman’s Milestone

Motel, which opened in San Luis Obispo in 1926."

First appearing on the southern California landscape during the 1910s, bungalow courts .

consisted of a series of detached cottages, each usually containing one or two dwelling units,

arranged around a central, pubhc space. Plans of the courts varied somewhat, most commonly

appearing as two bars connected across the rear to form a “U” shape. Often the composition of
the court would have a central focal point, either a two-story rear unit, an archway across the
entry or at the rear connecting the umits, a light standard or some other element of the landscape.
Where space permitted, individual gardens enhanced each bungalow. Each unit would have its
own entry either facing the court or the street. Living areas. would also face the court, with
kitchens and bathrooms placed at the rear of the building, where a perimeter service path was
usually sited. Garages, when provided, were located in thé rear of the property, accessed either
by driveways along the sides of the court or by a driveway that ran through the center of the
courtyard. Stylistically, courts displayed the same architectural tastes that were evident in the

"% Chester H. Liebs, “Main Street to Miracle Mile: American Roadside Architecture,” pp. 160-184.
itep ungalow Cour.ts in Pasadena,” National Register of Historic Places noﬁinatioa,
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design of single-family homes. Craftsman during the 1910s and lingering into the 1920s, and
- revival styles such as Spanish Colonial during the latter 1920s and into the 1930s.

The popularity that bungalow courts enjoyed in most southern California communities

stemmed directly from their physical characteristics. For the property owner, courts offered the.

ability to profit from a single or double size lot. For the resident, courts provided privacy and
independence at an affordable price within a community context. Apparently, the first courts in

the region were associated with the big resort hotels in Pasadena and with the annual western

migration of people coming to escape the winter climate of the East and Midwest. To some

degree, residency in the courts remained somewhat transient even after their development was -

isolated from tourism. Initially, the courts, which often offered fully furnished dwellings, found
favor with the middle and upper middle class. Following World War I; however, court living in

the more metropolitan areas became increasingly attractive to single residents, the working class, ‘

and the retired.
5. Mid-century Architecture in Palm Springs"

In the post-World War II era, Palm Springs continued to build residences in the historical
styles, but it was at this time that medern architecture took hold. Emphasizing geometric forms
and textures, strong linear quahtles spare omamentation, outdoor living, and low-rise horizontal
massing, the dwellings of this era are readily identifiable. From the 1940s through the 1960s,
modernism became the vemacular style of the city. o

~ Sophisticated visitors (both Hollywood stars and vacationing tycoons)rlooking_ for a more
adventurous style than they had at home found clean-lined design an ideal complement to the
relaxed desert lifestyle of Patm Springs. The area attracted architects now recognized as modern
masters, both Los Angeles mmports like Richard Neutra and John Lautner, as well as locals like
Albert Frey, William Cody, and Stewart Williams.

“Palm Springs was a blank slate for modernist architects.” Explains Adele Cygelman, the
author of Palm Springs Modern. “They interpreted the style of the time in ways that were

appropriate for the desert — big overhangs, sun-resistant metal and rock, pools that had a cooling -

effect.” As the newly arrived Albert Frey wrote in a 1935 letter to his former employer, master
architect Le Corbusier, “The sun, the pure air, and the simple forms of the desert create perfect

conditions for architecture.” -

As 1nﬂucnt1a1 as the modern masters were, none did more to popularize modemlst design
in Palm Springs than Los Angeles architects Dan Palmer and William Krisel, whose plans were
replicated 1 hundreds of houses built by father and son developers George and Robert
Alexander. Delivening on the Bauhaus promise of progressive production housing, this was

7 Adapted from “Palm Springs Modern: Houses in the California Desert,” by Adele Cygelman.
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modernism for the masses: appealing, affordable tract houses, open-pan, post—'aﬁd~beam
structures with butterfly roofs and sweeping floor-to-ceiling windows. '
g | | |

The style was also incorporated into a variety of short-term trassient lodging facilities,
such as apartment buildings and motels. The motel became an archetypal building type, and
Palm Springs boasts one of the finest coilections of custom and commercially designed motels in -
the country." Many were designed by prominent Modemist architects; including Albert Frey,
Stewart Williams, William Cody, John Lautner, and William Krisel. As with any flexible and
living architectural type, the motel adapted to the conditions of Palm Springs. In the Cxty, motels
were a destination, a vacation spot, where people came to spend a weekend, a week, or a month.
The spectacular views of the mountains and the perfect winter weather were to be enj oyed at the
motel. These considerations altéred the prototype, with kitchenettes and larger, more sheltered
pool and outdoor areas. The resort character, present but minimized in typical roadside motels,
was enlarged in many of these local designs.

Roadside motels sold themselves as momentary vacation breaks, where one could relax
from a n'gbrous business trip or long and hot road trip next to a cool pool with either a diving'
board or curving fiberglass slide. Carefree names like the Town and Desert, Villa Royale, Warm
Sands Villa, Desert Riviera, Holiday House, or Palm Garden, all Palm Springs motels
advertising in the 1953 city directory, underscored the basic architectural character of escape and
recreation. ‘Pool terraces were social settings as well, where strangers mingled and befriended
each other. One of the best of these was William Cody’s 1955 L’Horizon, a casual collection of
Modem, flat-roofed bungalows around a broad lawn and pool built for movie director Jack
Wrather. ~ The wide-eaved bungalows situated on an oblique grid provides an unfolding
experience of small courts, pnvate entries and leisurely rambles among the buildings. Palm
Spring_é, playground of the wealthy in the 1920s and 1930s, reconfigured itself to handle the
increasing number of middle-class vacationers in the 1950s." As in housing and store design,
Modemlsm proved a popular means of attracting those customers.

Local architect Albert Frey desighed a number motels and long-term lodging facilities
within the City. The design of the San Jacinto Hotel, built in 1935 and the Villa Hermosa,
erected in 1947, reflect modem European worker’s housing of the 1930s; both include flat-
roofed forms, with multiple stalrcases 1ead1ng down to a common central pool and garden e

motiels.

Modernism not only flourished 1 Palm Spnngs residential architecture, but in the CLty 8
civic and commerczal bmldmgs too, among them the Albert Frey designed city hall building, the

" dlan Hess and Andrew Danish, Palm Springs Weekend, pg.134.
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Palm Springs Intemational Airport, the Palm Springs Desert Museum, dozens of retail shops, and -

numerous bank buildings. From city hall to bank buildings to retail shops to motels to custom
homes to country clubs to tract homes, the full and varied impact of Modemism can be seen in
- Palm Springs as clearly as anywhere else.

6. Orchid Trée Inn Propefty

Situated at the southwest corner of Belardo Road and Barnisto Road, the Oljcﬁid Tree Inn
has been welcoming guests since the mid-1930s. Over the years, the inn has expanded to include

most of the property surrounding the initial bungalow court motel. Today, a variety of housing

types compiise the Orchid Tree Inn property, including a Craftsman bungalow; a Modern style .

apartment building; 2 combination one- and two-story apartment complex; a small Spanish style

duplex; a one-story, L-shaped motel complex; a rectangular shaped, four-unit apartment; and the
original “U” shaped courtyard motel. Prior to the construction of the Spanish Colonial Revival
tourist court, the block in which the property is located was primarily undeveloped. The 1929
Sanborn Fire Insurance map illustrates the area with defined parcel lots, a one-story dwelling
along what was originally called Palm Avenue (now referred to as Balardo Road), a single-

family residence and a small duplex along Orange Avenue (now called Cahuilla Road), and a .

few houses of varying size along Park (now Arenas Road). Lime Street, which would later

become Baristo Road, contamed no improvements along this block and only two residences a

- few blocks west.

At the time, most of the hotels, motels, and resorts, including the Winter Garden Hotel,
Desert Inn, Oasis Hotel, El Mirador Hetel, and others were north of the Orchid Tree Inn site.
The oldest structure on the Orchid Tree Inn property is a Craftsman influenced bungalow, which
is dated from around 1915. Situated along the east side of Cahuilla Road within the Orchid Tree
Inn grounds, this dwelling once had its own address as 248 South Cahuilla Road (later changed '
to 262 South Cahuﬂla Road). For over 45 years 1t was owned and OCCUplEd by € ;:_

S A

Orchid Tlee Inn propeny and convened to transient lodging as part of the motel. Since its
acqusition, the bungalow has been extensively altered on the exterior and interior. Much of the
exterior features; including the stucco siding and river rock cladding are recent additions.

Located a few lots to the north, still within the Orchid Tree Inn property, is a small one-
story Spanish Colonial Revival duplex. No building permits exist for this stucco clad building;
however, in reviewing Sanborn maps and tax assessor records, as well as assessing its
architectural style, workmanship, and materials it appears this small residence was erected
around 1927. In reviewing city directory information, the property was owned for over twenty
-years by Mae Abbott, a non-resident of Palm Springs who lived in Claremont and used this
multi-family dwelling on a seasonal basis. The other unit in this duplex appears to have been
utilized as a rental with a variety of white-collar type workers occupying it over the years. With
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an address of 244 South Cahuilla Road (later changed to 244-248 South Cahuilla Road), the
property was sold in 1965 and acquired as part of the ever-expanding Orchid Tree Inn. :

Over the years, as more seasonal visitors came to Palm Springs the need for adequate
short-term lodging facilities grew. The Orchid Tree Inn, constructed in 1934 by local builder
“Herbert Foster, was built in response to that lodging demand. Erected at the northwest comer of
Baristo and Belardo roads (origmally Lime and Palm Avenue) the small motel called the
“Sakarah” was constructed as a 10-unit bungalow court motel apartment. As was typical at the o
time, the compléx was designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style and featured a large
landscaped court area in the center. The original entry approach into the complex was off
" Baristo Road. In the latter part of 1940, the motel not only changed ownership, but its unusual
name. Under the management of John “Harry” and Martha Irvin, the motel was renamed the
“Apache Lodge.” As to not cause confusion, the name Sakarah was also listed along side the
Apache Lodge in the local city directories for a number of years. By 1948, the small motel
changed names, and probably ownership though not documented, again. Retaining its 226 West
Baristo Road address, the complex was now called the Bel-Ardo Villas. For approximately two
years the bungalow court motel operated under this name; however, by 1952, it was sold and
renamed yet again. It was at this time that the property acquired its current name the “Orchid
Tree Inn,” as well as 4 swimming poel with diving board and additional landscape features such
as orchid trees. Over the next ten years the property would undergo exterior modifications that
would include replacement of original wood-framed windows with aluminum sliders, the
removal of Spanish Colonial Revival inspired wrought iron window treatments, modifications to
the central portal at the north end of the complex (originally arched), and the re-landscaping of -
the courtyard area. In the recent past, additional alterations to the complex have included the re-
Jocation of the main enfrance of the complex from Bansto Road to Belardo Road, the re-
configuration of some of the individual units, the re-stuccoing of exterior surfaces, tile roof
repair,-and further re-landscaping of the courtyard area and the installation of a newer SWIMMming.
pool. Even with these modifications, however, the property still retains and reflects 1ts orginal
~design mtent as a charming bungalow court motel and conveys a particular perio.d of time in

Palm Springs’ history.

Built along South Belardo Road is the fourth oldest structure on the Orchid Tree Inn
grounds. Located along the northeast boundary of the property, adjacent to motel’s parking lot,
~ this one-story, four-unit apartment building was built around 1938. Designed in a vernacular
modem style, it was owned and occupied initially by Mrs. Louise Fanning, Referred to as the -
“Elidore Apartments” with an individual address of 231 South Belardo Road, the units that
comprise the complex wére occupied over the years by family members, including Elizabeth,
Kenneth, Dorothy, and Margaret Fanning (Potter). It appears that the name of the building was
derived by combining the first part of the names Elizabeth and Dorothy; however, this
hypothesis has not been confirmed. The fourplex was acquired from the Fanning family in 1970, |
and incorporated into the overall Orchid Tree Inn property.
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With the popularity of resort vacationing increasing, more and more motels, hotels, and.
the like were being constructed in the Palm Springs area. A relatively small, one- story motel
complex was built along the east side of Cahuilla Road, at the northwest end of what is now the -
Orchid Tree Inn property. No permits exist for this motel apartment, but city directory research
indicates that this five-unit complex was built around 1941. Noted in the directories as the
“Desert House Apartments” this property includes two low-rise buildings and courtyard designed -
in the Spanish Colonial Revival style. Owned and operated by J. Marvin and Kay Ostrander,
who initially lived on site, the small apartments were rented out on a daily, weekly; and monthly
basis to local residents and seasonal vacationers. The Ostranders continued to own the motel

until the early 1950s, at which time they sold it and returned to Hollywood. Almost forty years |

“later the motel apartment was sold again and acquired as part of the Orchid Tree Inn property.’
Since its inclusion as part of the Orchid Tree Inn, the “L” shaped complex has undergone
extensive modifications to its exterior and interior. '

Built in 1948 as the “Kawea Apartments,” this building originally consisted of a large
two-story apartment at the rear (east end) and three smaller units positioned in a linear fashion
towards Cahuilla-Road (west). Reflective of vernacular modernism in its styling, the four-unit
apartment complex was initially owned and operated by Edwin Thompson. It was later acquired
from Worcester family in 1960 and integrated into the Orchid Tree Inn property.

The most recent addition to the Orchid Tree Inn property is the two-story Albert Frey -
designed apartment building situated along Belardo Road between the bungalow court to the’
south and the one-story fourplex to the north, immediately adjacent to the parking lot. Originally
located across the street from the Orchid Tree Inn at the northeast comer of Belardo Road and
Baristo Road (150 West Banisto Road), this large multi-family residence was relocated in
sections fo the Orchid Tree Inn site in 1972 to prevent its demolition. The Modem style resort
hotel apartment was built in 1957 as the “Premiere Apartments.” The complex originally
included a number of guest rooms, an enclosed garage, two-story manager’s apartment,
shuffleboard court, swimming pool, and covered carports. It housed long-term local tenants as
well as the seasonal vacationers. : - ‘

From the intimate, charming bungalow court cottages to the modem style apartment units
within the Frey designed building, the varied array. of structures that comprise the Orchid Tree
Inn physically manifests an ihteresting history, some of which is notable to the local community.
Today, the Inn continues to operate as a resort motel evoking the charm and tranquility of old
Palm Springs. |
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CITY DIRECTORY RESEARCH

Orchid Tree Inn Property

Year Entry - ,
1936 “Sakarah” listed on Berendo (misspelling, shquld be Belardo)
. Manley, G.R. Mrs., Christian Science Practitioner, Cahuilla Road
1937 “Sakarah” listed on Berepdo (misspelling, 'shqu[d be Belardo)
Manley, G.R. Mrs., Christian Science Practitioner, Cahuilta Road

Abbote, Mae H. (non resident), S. Cahuilla Rd -
Young, Joseph {Clara B), yard foreman Palm Springs Builders Supply Co., S.-Cahuilla
Rd.
1937.38 Manley, Genevieve R. Mis., Christian Science Practitioner, S Cahuilla Road
-Maher, Donald J., S. Cahul[ a Road (back house)
“Sakarah Aparements” listed on Baristo
Fanning, Louise (Elizabeth), listed on Belardo Rd.
The Doll House, west side of Belardo Rd.
' Fanning, Louise H. Mrs., 231 Belardo Rd.
1940 Manley, Genevievé R. Mrs., Christian Science Practitioner, listed on S. Cahuilla Rd.
“Sakaral” listed on Berendo {misspelling, should be Belardo)
Fanning, Kenneth G., 231 S. Belardo Rd.
Fanning, Louise H. Mrs., Elidore Apartments, 231 S. Belardo Rd.
1941 Manley, Genevieve R. Mrs., 248 S. Cahuilla Rd.
. Apache Lodge, 226 W. Baristo Rd. (John “Harry” & Martha Irvin owners)
The Desert House Apartments, 220 S. Cahuilla Rd. (J. Marvin & Kay J. Ostrander
owners) :
Apache Lodge, 226 Baristo Rd. (also hstec{ as “Sakarah™)
1942 The Desert House, 220 S, Cahuilla Rd.
Manley, Genevieve R. Mrs., 248 S. Cazhuiila Rd.
| Fanning, Louise H. Mrs., 231 Belardo Rd.
Apache Lodge, 226 W. Bartsto Rd. (also listed as “Sakarah”)
1943 Fanning, Louise, H. Mrs., 231 Befardo Rd. _
The Desert House, 220 S. Cahuilla Rd. (Marvin J. Ostrander owner)
Manley, Genevieve R. Mrs., 248 S. Cahuilla Rd.
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Apache Lodge, 226 W. Baristo Rd (permanent address for owner J.H. “Harry lrvin
listed in Beverly Hills})
Coffin, AR, 211 S. Belardo
Brown, Jane D., Palm Springs Sccretanal Service, 211 S. Belardo Rd.
Fanning, Louise H., Elidore Apartments, 231 S. Belardo Rd.
Rancho Apartments, 253 S. Belardo Rd.
: The Desert House Apartments, 220 S. Cahul la Rd. (permanent address for owner J.M.
1944 Ostrander listed in Hollywood)
Abbott, Mae H., 244 S. Cahuilla Rd. (permanent address for owner Abbott listed in
Claremont)
Prenter, Louise Mrs., 244 S. Cahuilla Rd., saleslady at Bullock $
Abbott, Mae H. (Claremont)
Fowler, Matt (Violet), 248 S. Cahuilla Rd.
Manley, Genievive R. Mrs., 262 S. CahuillaRd.
Therriale, Leonard (Gertrude), 262 S. Cahuilla Rd. (rear)
Apache Lodge, 226 W. Baristo Rd. (owner name not listed)
The Desert House Apartments, 220 S. Cahuilla Rd. (permanent address for owner .M.
1945 Ostrander listed in Hollywood)
Manley, Genievive R. Mrs., 262'S. Cahuilla Rd.
Fanning, Louise H., 231 S. Belardo Rd.
The Desert House Apartments, 220 S. Cahuilla Rd. (permanem address for owner .M. |
1948 Ostrander listed in Hollywood) '
Manley, Genievive R. Mrs., 262 S. Cahuilla Rd.-
Bel-Ardo Villas, 226 W. Baristo Rd. (The Apache Apartments, 161 S. Cahuilla Rd.)
The Desert House Apartments, 220 S. Cahuilla Rd. (permanent addzress for owner J.M.
1950 Ostrander listed in Hollywood)
- Manley, Genievive R. Mrs., 262 S. Cahuiﬂa Rd.
Bel-Ardo Villas, 226 W. Baristo Rd. (The Apache Apartments, 161.S. Cahuilla Rd.)
The Desert House Apartments, 220 S. Cahuilla Rd. (Clemens & Esther Rossbach
owners) ‘
Shervanian, Sarkis K., 244 S. Cahmlla Rd. {owner) (also spelied Shirvanian)
Jennelle, Phyliis Mrs., 244 S. Cahuilla Rd. {renter) :
Shervanian, Sarkis K. (Virginia}, 248 S. Cahuilla Rd. (owner/occupant)
Kawea Aparuments, 254 S, Cahuilla Rd. (Edwin Thompson owner)
1952 Manley, Genevieve R. Mrs., 262 §. Cahuilla Rd. (owner/occupant)
Stone, Emma, 262 S. Cahmlla Rd. (rear unit renter) : .
Orchid Tree Inn, 226 W. Baristo Rd. (Swimming Pool) — Hariy F. Paisley manager
Coffin, A.R. Estate, 211 S. Belardo Rd. (owner)
Brown, Jane, 211 S. Belardo Rd. (rentér)
- Fanning, Louise H., 231 S. Belardo Rd., Elidore Apartments (owner)
Greenhouse Apartments, 253 S. Belardo Rd.
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B. CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION OF‘ HISTORIC RESOURCES

In analyzing the historic significance of the subject property, criteria for _design’ation
under federal, state, and local landmark programs were considered. Additionaily, the Office of-
Historic Preservation (OHP) survey methodology was used to survey and rate the relative

significance of the property.
1. National Register of Historic Places

To be eligtble for listing in the National Register, the quality of significance in American
history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, or culture must be in a district, site, building,
structure, or object that possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, =

feeling and association, and:”

A. 15 associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad

patterns of our history;
B. is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;

C. embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or
that represents the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack

indrvidual distinctien;

D. yields, or may bé likely to yield, information important to prehistory or history.

A property eligible for listing in the National Register miust meet one or more of the four
criferia defined above. In addition, unless the propeity possesses exceptional sigmificance, it
must be at least 50 years old to be eligible for National Register listing.

In addition to meeting the criteria of significance, a property must have integrity.
“Integrity is the ability of a property to convey its significance.”® According to National
Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, within the
concept of integrity, the National Register ciiteria recognize seven aspects or qualities that, in

. various combinations, define in"t'églity. To retain historic integrity a property will always possess

" National Register Bulletin: Guidelines for Completing National Register Forms, Part A, U.S. Department of the
Interior, National Park Service, 1986, revised [1998. This bulletin contains technical information on
comprehensive p!mmmg survey of cultural resources, and registration in the National Register of Historic

Places.

% National Register Bulletin: How fo Apply the National Register Crfteria Jor Evaluation, page 44.
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several, and usually most, of these seven aspects. The relention of specific aspects of Integrity is
paramount for a property to convey its significance.” The seven factors that define integrity are
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The following is

excerpled from National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for

Evaluation, which provides guidance on the interpretation and application of these factors,

* Location 1s the place where the historic property was constructed or the place where
the historic. event occurred.”

* Design is the combination of elements that create the form, pian, space, structur.e, and
style of the property."” '

* Setting is the physical environment of a historic property.”

» Materials are the physical elements that were combined or deposited duning a
particular period of time and in a particular pattern or configuration to form a historic
property.?! '

. 'Workmanship is the physical evidence of the crafts of a particular culture or people
during any given period in history or prehistory.? ‘

- Feeling 1s property’s expression of the aesthetic or historic sense of a particular
period of time.”

 Association is the direct link between an important historic’event or person and a

historic property.” -

20

27

1bid.

“The relationship between the property and its location is often important to understanding why the property
was created or why something happened. The actual location of historic property, complemented by its setting is

particularly important in recapturing the sense of historic events and persons. Except in rare cases, the

relationship between a property and its historic associations is destroyed if the property is moved. " Ibid.

A property’s design reflects historic functions and technologies as well as aesthetics. It includes such
considerations as the structural system, mussing; arrangement of spaces; pattern of fenestration; textures and
colors of surface materials; type, amount, and style of ornamental detailing; and arrangement and type of
plantings in a designed landscape. ™ Ibid. :

1bid.

“The choice and combination of materials reveals the preferences of those who created the property and
indicated the availability-of particular types of materials and technologies. Indigenous materials are ofien the
Jocus of regional building traditions and thereby help define an area’s sense of time and place.” Ibid. = .

"Workmanship can apply to the property as a whole or to its individual components. It can be expressed in
vernacular methods of construction and plain finishes or in highly sophisticated configurations and ornamental
detailing. In can be based on common traditions or innovative period techniques.” Ibid.

“It results frbm the presence of physical fe@tures thai, taken together, convey the property’s historic character.”
Ibid. IR :
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In assessing a property’s integrity, the National Register criferia recognize that properties
change over time; therefore, it is not necessary for a property to retain all its historic physical
features or characteristics. The property must, however, retain the essential physical features that
enable.it to convey its historic identity.”

For properties that are considered significant under National Regiéter criteria A and B,
National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation states

that a property that is significant for its historic association is eligible if it retains the essential |
physical features that made up its character or appearance during the penod of its assomatlon :

with the important event, historical pattern, or person(s).*

In assessing the integrity of properties that are considered significant under Natjonal

Register criterion C, National Register Bulletin: How to Apply the National Register Crileria for
Evaluation provides that a property important for illustrating a particular architectural style or
construction technique must retain most of the physical features that constitute that style or

27

technique.

The primary effects of listing in the National Register on private property owners of

historic buildings is the availability of financial and tax incentives.?® In addition, for projects that _

receive federal funding, the Section 106 clearance process must be completed. State and local
taws and regulations may apply to properties listed 1n the National Register. For example,
demolition or inappropriate alteration of National Register eligible or listed properties may be
subyj ect to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

2. California Register of Historical Resources

To be cligible for the California Register, a historic resource must be significant at the

Jocal, state, or national level under one or more of the following four cnteria:

¥ 4 propetty retains association if it is the place where the event or activity occurred and is sufficiently intact to
convey that relationship to the observer. Like feeling, associations require the presence of physical features that
convey a property’s historic character.. Because feeling and association depend on individual perceptions, their
refention alone is never sufficient to support eligibility of a property for the National Register.” Ibid.

2 Ibid..
% Ibid.

2 g property that has lost some historic materials or details can be eligible if it retains the majority of the
Jeatures that ilustrate its siple in terms of the massing, spatial relationships, proportion, patier of windows and
doors, texmuie of materials, and ornamentation. The property is not eligible, however, if it retains some basic
Sfeatures conveying massing but has lost the majority of features that once characterized ity style.” Ibid.

% See 36 CFR 60.2(b) (c).




i

HL. Eovironmental Setting -

L. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage;

2. Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;

3. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, peﬁod,'r‘egion, or method of

construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses
high artistic values; or ' L '

4. Has yielded, or may be Iikely to yield, information Important in prehistory or history. .7

Additionally, a historic resource eli gible for listing in the California Register must meet

one or more of the criteria of significance described above and retain enough of its historic
character or appearance to be recognizable as a historic resource and to convey the reasons for its
significance. Histdrical resources that have been rehabilitated or restored may be evaluated for

listing *

Integrity under the California Register is evaluated with regard to the retention of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The resource: must
also be judged with reference to the particular criteria under which it is proposed for eligibility.

It is possible that a historic resource may not retain sufficient integrity to meet criteria for listing

in the National Register, but it may still be eligible for listing in the Califormia Register.
3. California Office of Historical Preservation Survey Methodology

The evaluation instructions and classification system prescribed by-the California Office
of Historic Preservation in its /nstructions for Recording Historical Resources provide a three-
digit evaluation rating code for use in classifying potential historic resources. The furst digit
indicates one of. the following general evaluation categortes for use in conducting cultural
TESOUICES SUTVeys: ' ' |

1. Listed on the'National' Register or the California Register;
2. Determined eligible for listing in the Nat_ional Register or the California Register;

3. "Appears eligible for the National Register or the Califomia.Register thiough survey.
evaluation;

4. Appears eligible for the National Register or the California Register through other
evaluation;

» California Code of Regulations, California Register of Historical Resources (Title 14, Chapterli.5), Section

4852(c).

261 Belardo Road Historic Resources Assessment Report
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5. Recognized as Historically Sigmificant by Local Go{remment;

6. Not eligible for any Listing or Designation; and

7. Nat evaluated for the National Register or California Register or needs re-evaluation.

- The second digit of the evaluation status code is a letter code indicating whether the
resource is separately eligible (S), eligible as part of a district (D), or both (B). The third digit 1s
a number that is used to further specify significance and refine the relationship of the property to
the National Register and/or California Register. Under this evaluation system, categories |
through 4 pertain to various levels of National Register eligibility. The California Register,
however, may include surveyed resources with evaluation rating’ codes through level 5. In
addition, properties found ineligible for listing in the National Register, California Register, or
for designation under a local ordinance are given an evaluation status code of 6. |

4. City of Palm Springs Criteria

- Section 8.05.020 of the City of Palm Springs’ Historic Preservation Qrdinance authorizes
the- Historic Site Preservation Board (HSPB) to recommend the nomination of property as

Histone Sites and/or Historic Districts to the City Council. The City Council may designate one

or more Historic Sites or Districts by the procedures outlined in the Preservation Ordinance.

As defined by the Ordinance, a Historic Site is any real property such as: a building; a
structure, including but not limited to archways, tiled areas and similar architectural elements; an
“archaeological excavation or object that is unique or significant because of it s location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship, or aesthetic effect and meets one or more of the foliowing

critena:

o It is associated with events that have made a meanmgful contribution to the nation,

state, or community; or

» Itis associated with lives or persons who made a meaningful contribution to national,

state, or local history; or

o It reflects or exerﬁpliﬁes a particular period of the national, state, or local history; or

o It embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction;

ar

e It presents the work of a master builder, designer, artist, or architect whose individual
genius influenced his age; or that possesses high artistic value; or

9 Ibid.




It represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack -

individual distinctton; or

o It has yielded or may likely to yield information important to national, state, or local

history or prehistory.

As defined by the Ordinance, a Historic District is any area of the City of Palm Springs
that contains a number of structures, natural {features or sites having historic, architectural,
archaeological, cultural or aesthetic significance. A Historic District is also nominated for
designation by the HSPB and formally designated by the City Council.

Designations by the City Council are made by categonzing nominated sites and districts:

into one of the following classifications:

Class 1. Structure/site gualified for city designation; may be qualified at the federal,
state, and/or county level. Archival file will be maintained. Structure/site may not be modified

nor objects removed without the approval of the city council; usage may be limited by the city -

council to the extent that it may impair the integrity of the site. Site will be plaqued (intended for
use when the structure still exists as it did during the historical period or is restorable).

- Class 2. Site qualified for city designation; may be qualified at the federal, state, and]or
county level. Archival file will be maintained. .Site is eligible for plaquing (intended for use.
when the site is not occupied by a modern structure or use ‘which is different than that of the
historical period or if structure is unusable, nonconforming, unrestorable or the like).

Class 3. Structure/site was constructed before 1945, or a year to be determined by the
City Council, or construction date cannot be confirmed. Eligible for a six-month stay of
demolition. Action of the HAPB may include recommendation to reclassify. All structures built
prior to the subject date would be automatically so classified.

Historic District. Qualified for city designation; may be qualified at the federal; state,
and/or county level. Archival file will be maintained and shall contain a map delineating
contributing and noncontributing structures or sites. Contributing structures/sites shall be subject
‘to review by the HSPB before demolition or construction. A specific plan containing special
regulations pertaining to the subject area, may be adopted for each district.

C. HISTORIC RESOURCES IDENTIFIED

The historic resources survey area (study area) is defined as the entire Orchid Tree Inn
property, which is bounded by Belardo Road to the east, Baristo Road to the south, Cahuilla
Road to the west, and the property one lot south of Arenas Road to the north. Located at 261

261 Belarde Road Historic Resources Assessment Report
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Table III-1

BUILDINGS SURVEYED WITHIN ORCHID TREE INN PROPERTY

Original Address Description Year Built CHRSC Rating Map 1D~ '

226 W. Baristo Road Courtyard Motel 1934 5583 C
262 S. Cahuilla Road Craftsman Bungalow c.1915 67, A
254 S. Cahuilla Road Multi-story Apartment 1948 62 D
244-48 S CaluillaRd.  One-story Duplex ¢.1927 © 583 B -
220 S. Cahuilia Road One-story Motel Complex - c.1941 0Z E
292 5. Belardo Road Two-story Mod Apartment 1957-58 ' 3CS F

G

231 8. Belardo Road One-story Apartment Unit . c.1938 67,

CHRSC - California Historical Resources Status Code

3CS — Appears eligible for California Register as an individual property through survey evaluation

583 - Appears to be individually eligible for local listing or designation through survey evaluation

6Z — Found ineligible for National Register, California Register or local designation through survey evaluation -

Source: PCR Services Corporation, 2005.

Belardo Road, the subject property is a primarily fenced compound, consisting of seven sizeable
improvements: a U-shaped bungalow court nn; a two-story mid:century apartment building; a -

one-story Craftsman inspired bungalow and associated structures; a combination one- and two-
story apartment complex; a small Spanish style duplex and associated contemnporary structures; a

one-story, L-shaped motel complex; and a rectangular shape, four-unit apartiment building (See .

Table HI-1 above). The site also includes a number of swimming pools, walkways, parking lots,
and landscape elements. (See Figure Ill-1, Orchid Tree Inn Property Map on following page).

The current survey process was conducted per OHP instructions, which gives a 45-year
threshold for surveying properties for historical and/or archttectural -significance. During the
current survey process, seven pre-1960 buildings were identified within the survey area: one
motel bungalow court and six one- or. two-story buildings. Those properiies within the study
area that are of post-1960 construction {(under 45 years of age) were not documented in the
current survey unless they exhibited possible “exceptional” importance. None of the post-1960
buildings/structures exhibited the necessary exceptional significance as defined by National
Register Criterion Consideration G: Properties That Have Achiéved Significance within the Past

Fifty Years.”

1. 261 South Belardo Road, Orchid Tree Inn Property

a. Description

Courtyard Motel, South Belardo Road {(Map ID Q). Evoking an earlier era, this is a
one-story motel in the form of a Spanish Colonial Revival tourist court. U-shaped in plan, the

' National Register Bulleiin: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation, P 41,
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court consists (originally) of ten individual L-shaped dwellings arrayed around a central
landscaped- courtyard. Red clay ftiles cover the multi-gabled roofs and stucco sheathes the
~ exteriors of each building§T he entries, which are either wood doors or glass stiders, along the
front of each unit vary in location, but all are protected by extended porch roofs within small
recessed_veramdas% Fenestration includes large fixed paned glass windows; double hung sash,
and casements. Gable peaks are punctuated by canales (circular drainage hdlcs). The
landscaped couﬁyard area includes concrete watkways, manicured shrubs and hedges, towering
palm trees, a rectangular shaped swimming pool, and orchid trees. In reviewing historic
photographs and city directory information, the courtyard was original grass with a circular
shaped fouatain in the center. A swimmiﬁg pool replaced much of the grassy area and fountain
in the early 1950s. This swimming pool, which had a concrete pool scupper around it, has since
been replaced with the pool that is there today. The Orchid Tree Inn is somewhat intact and stil}
reflects its original design intent, that of a courtyard motel. However, the complex has
undergone a number of significant modifications over the years, includihg the removal of the
original stucco clad chimneys with decorative chimney pots on all of the units, the replacement
of many of the wood-framed windows with aluminum framed sliders or fixed-paned, the
replacement of solid wood entry doors with hollow core wood doors or aluminum sliders, and
the stucceing and/or removal of porch roof timber posts, red brick piers, and other decorative red

brick elements.

. Craftsman Bungalow, South Cahuilla Road (Map ID A). Setback from the Cahuilla
Road, this one-story, single-family bungalow is of wood-frame construction and is clad in non-
original stucco. A complex gable roof with overhanging eaves and exposed rafter tails caps the
dwelling. An open porch area sheltered by a shed roof is supported by square wood posts.
Within the porch area is a centrally located entry door that is flanked by two wood-framed,
multi-pane casements windows. A recently added river rock skirt wraps around most of the
exterior base of the house. A massive river rock chimney (original) of note is located along the
building’s south elevation. An enclosed porch screen sitting area is located at the northwest end
of the bungalow, though originally it extended along the entire north elevation. A wood-slated
attic vent punctuates the front (west) gable end. An enclosed porch screen area was also located
at the rear of the building; however, at some unspecified date it was permanently enclosed as part
of the house. At the rear of the Craftsman bungalow is a small vernacular dwelling that has been
severely altered over the years. Crowned by a low-pitched gable roof, the minute single-family
cottage is square in plan, sheathed in stucco, and punctuated by a single tripartite window- along
its front (west) elevation. Both buildings have been converted into the motel units as part of the

Orchid Tree Inn property.

Multi-story Apartment Structure, South Cahuilla Road (Map ID D). Positioned
perpendicular to Cahuilla Road, this multi-story apartment complex is this situated between the
Craftsman residence to the south and the small duplex to the north. Its primary (front) elevation
* faces south and is defined by four bays containing metal-framed fenestration and plain papel
entry doors info each of the units. Originally designed in a vernacular International style, the
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" building now appears to exhibit Spanish Colonial elements in its architectural treatment. Smooth
stucco covers the residence, which originally consisted of three one-story units and a single two-
story unit at the rear. Since its acquisition as part of the Orchid Tree the complex has been

- modified to include an additional unit and non-compatible architectural detailing has been added

to its exterior surfaces. The back (north elevation) of the building contains service door entries, |

utility closets, and a number of metal framed windows. ' '

: One-story Duplex, South Cahuilla Road (Map ID B). Also situated along Cahuilla k
‘Road, is this small Spanish Coloriial Revival duplex. Symmetrical in design and “H” shaped in |
plan, this one-story multi-famuly residence is capped -with a flat roof and is sheathed in stucco.

 Roof elements include a red tile roof parapet with a shed roof center section and no overhanging
eaves. The entrances into the two units are recessed within the central portion of the front (west) -
of the building. Large metal framed windows flank the entrance porch area. Stucco sheathed .
chimneys are aftached to the exterior sides (north and south eclevations) of the both units.
Alterations to the building include the replacement of wood-framed windows with aluminum
sliders or older metal framed fenestration. Both entry doors are have been replaced and srmall air
conditioning units have been installed within the wall surfaces of both units as. well. The back
side (east elevation) of the duplex has been extensively modified, though it contains two service
door openings. '

"One-story Motel Complex, South Cahuilla Road (Map ID E). This one-story, wo’od-_ o

framed motel complex is sitvated at the northwest comer of the Orchid Tree Inn property.
Configured in a “L” shape plan around an open court area with swimming pool, the low-rise
motel is comprised of two detached rectangular shaped buildings. Clad in stucco and punciuated
by a variety of window types including metal-framed - casements, fixed-pane, and aluminum
sliders the complex has been extensively modified since it was acquired as part of the Orchid Tree
Inn property. Since the occurrence of these alterations (dates unknown), the primary elevations of
both buildings. (north and west) no longer reflect their original design intent or architectural
styling. The buildings currently exhibit a mediocre variant of the Spanish Colonial Revival style
in their altered state. '

Two-story. Modern Apartment Complex, South Belardo Road (Map ID F). This
" two-story mid century modem motel apartment building was original located across the street at
the northeast comer of Baristo and Belardo roads. Called the “Premiere Apartments” it was
designed to take advantage of the mount_airi views to the west and the arid landscape, the
building was located to the Orchid Tree Inn property in 1972. Upon its relocation, the building
retaineéd its original orientation and use. However, some of the unusual, Frey inspired
architectural features such as the low curved fiberglass panels mitially enclosing each of the
- ground floor unit’s private decks were removed and never reinstalied. The multi-family dwelling
utilized concrete block, commugated and rigidized metal, and plywood wood i 1is design and
construction. The exterior is sheathed in corrugated metal, the recessed extentor walls in grooved
plywood. Vertical dividers separate each of the balconies and outdoor porch areas. Many of the
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architectural elements incorporated into the building’s design were derived from the architect’s
(Albert Frey) own residence called “Frey House 1,” including the large round windows at either
end of the second floor wings. The back (eaét) of the apartment complex, which faces onto
Baristo Road, includes covered walkways, an open staircase, entrances into the individual units,

and minintal fenestratlon

One-story Apartment Unit, South Belardo Road (Map ID G). This one-story, four-
unit apartment is located at the far northeast corner of the Orchid Tree Inn property. Of wood-
frame construction, this multi-family residence is covered by a flat roof with an extended shed
roof canopy over the open concrete floor porch area along ifs primary (south) elevation.
Sheathed in stucco, the modern style dwelling reflects very little architectural detajling or
styling. Four bays, each of which is punctuated by double-hung, metal-framed windows adjacent
a panel and glaze entry door further define the front of the complex.

b. Significance Statement

The property that currently compnses the Orchid Tree Inn includes a number of buildings
from varyi'ng eras and that were once individual properties onto themselves. One building, was
relocated from across the street fo this property in the early 1970s. Hence, as an entire éntity
(historic district) the property does not appear eligible for federal, state, or local designation due
to its amalgamation and disassociation of property types, dates of construction, integrity, and
underlying historical connection. However, in assessing individual Thistorical significance
building by building a number of properties appear fo rise to a level of either historical or
architectural importance or both at the local jurisdiction level. The following paragraphs address

individual significance and eligibility.

~ Courtyard Motel, South Belardo Road. The U- shaped grouping of one-story
bungalows originally known to as the “Sakarah” and now calied the Orchid Tree Inn appears
locally significant under the City of Palm Springs’ significance criteria as a relatively intact early
example of a disappearing building type that is important to the history of the City of Palm
Springs: Because of the modifications made to the exterior (and interior) of the buildings over
the years, the property does not retain a sufficient level of integrity to be eligible for listing in the
National Register or California Register. However; it does appear eligible for local listing under
the City’s Historic Préservation Ordinance criteria because it embodies the distinctive
charactenstics of a significant building type related to the local tourist industry. The Orchid Tree
Inn is a local example of a tourist court property, a form of roadside tourist accommodation that
became. popular in the fate 1920s and 1930s, and whose development paralleled the growth of
automobile touring in the region and elsewhere. In southern California, the evolution of tourist
camps piggyback on the concept of residential bungalow courts which had first emerged as a
housing type in the 1910s. The Orchid Tree Inn possesses integrity of location, setting, design,
muatenials, feeling, and association. [t appears to be one of the earliest examples of 1ts property
type and period known to be extant in the City of Palm Sprmgs

A Aot VEL_ 3




7

(R

HI. Environmental Setting

Under the City’s criteria of significance the Orchid Tree Inn also appears to safisfy two
additional criteria. Due to its age, design, architectural style, and function the courtyard complex

- reflects a particular period of the community’s local history, early tourism. And though many of '.
the individeal units have been modified the complex stilt represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose compoenents may lack individual distinction. As a- grouping the

units are united historically and acsthetically by plan and physical development. Hence, the _

Orchid Tree Inn’s eligibility under this local critedon.  In conclusion, the grouping of

of Palm Springs designation as a Class 2 Historic Site.

bungalows that comprise the original Orchid Tree Inn courtyard motel appears eligible for City

. Craftsman Bungalow, South Cahuilla Road. Bungalows and Craftsman homes were

popular after the turn-the-century and were designed as affordable and comfortable housing
which fit in with the natural surroundings. The defining elernents of the style were a horizontal
orientation; wood detailing, including dark stained heavy beams and'timbers, exposed rafter, and
wide roof overhangs; wide pdrches; and massive brick, block or stone foundations, porch
supports, walls, and chimneys. Interior built-in features such as bookcases, desks and cabinets
were popular. The emphasis was on simplicity of design, a break from the ornamental cluttered
style of the earlier Victorian period. ' '

The Crafisman bungalow that once had its own address as 248 South Cahuilla Road (later =

changed to 262 South Cahuilla Road) is located on the west side of the Orchid Tree Inn property.

Constructed sometime around 1915, it was the home fof over 45 years of Genevieve Reilly -

Manley, a Christian. Science practitioner and widow. The property was eventually acquired and

incorporated as part of the Orchid Tree Inn property. Background research consisting of a . -
review of primary and secondary sources does not suggest that Manley was a prominent citizen

within the local Palm Springs comumunity, nor was she a notable mdividual at the State or
national levels.. Hence, the building is not associated with any historic personages or important
events under federal, state, or local jurisdicfion criteria.  As stated earlier, the property is

reflective of the Crafisman bungalow idiom. ¥t is also an carly representative of the housing

stock within the City of Palm Springs. However, over the years significant modifications have

been made to the dwelling thereby dimunishing its overall integrity of design, materials,
workmanship, setting, and feeling. Hence, the building does not appear eligible for National
. Register, California Register, or local register designation. And since the original architect or
builder is unknown, the house cannot be associated with any notable architect or builder for the
purposes of satisfying federal, State, or local criteria. ‘

Multi-story Apartment Structare, South Cahuilla Road. This linear, multi-family
residence located immediately north of the Craftsman bungalow along South Cahuilla Road was
constructed in 1948. Originally erected as apartments consisting of three one-story units and a
rear two-story unit, the building was called the Kawea Apartments. Initially owned and operated
by Edwm Thompson, the dwelling was later acquired from Allen and Olga Worcester in 1960,
and incorporated into the Orchid Tree Inn property. Since its acquisition, the interior spaces
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conso_iidation of interior spaces, window and door replacements, and the build-out of the porch

area that highlighted the entire west elevation of the east wing building.

. Historically, the original owner, J. Marvin and Kay Ostrander lived on the premises;
however, by 1944 they are noted in the directory as having a permanent address i Hollywood.
The apartments were rented out on a daily, weekly, and monthly basis to local residents and

winter snowbirds from the East or the Midwest. By 1993, the Desert House Inn Apartments was -

sold, acquired by Karen and Robert Weithorn, and incorporated into the ever-expanding Orchid
Tree Inn property. In applying federal, State, and local criteria the motel' compléx appears
ineligible for National Register, California Register, and City of Palm Springs designation due to
compromised integrity, lack of distinctive architectural merit and associated historical
importance. Further, no evidence was found to indicate that the original owner of the building or
the building’s numerous transient tenants are considered historic personages under National
Register, California Register, or City of Palm Springs critena. '

Two-story Modern Apartment Complex, South Belardo Road. The Albert Frey
designed two-story apartment building originally called the “Premiere Apartments” appears

ineligible for National Register listing due to its compromised integrity necessary for this level of

designation and relocation from. its original Jocation. However, the building retains sufficient
integrity as defined by the California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 11.5, Section

4852(c) for California Register listing and for local City of Palm Springs designation as a Class 1

Historic Site due to 1its association with a highly recognized and prominent local architect of
Modem architecture, Albert Frey. The building expresses key signature aspects or features of
Frey’s craft, including its Modern design and the large, round windows at either end of the
second floor wings. It also reflects an experimental period in his architectural career whereby he
adapted his design and use of matenials for functional purposes. By utilizing extensive
overhangs and materials such as metal to reflect the heat of the sun, the building did not
originally require air conditioning. However, i recent years small air conditioners have been
installed in each apartment unit. Nenetheless, those character-defining design features and 1deas
are still physically and visually evident on the building.

One-story Apartment Unit, Scuth Bela_rdo Road. This one-story, rectangular shaped
apartment building is located at the northem boundary of the Orchid Tree Inn property, along
South Belardo Road. The four-unit, wood-framed structure sits perpendicular to the street with

its primary elevation facing south. Accordmg to city directory research it appears that the motel

was constructed sometime in the late 1930s. Since there are no original permits, the architect
and builder are unknown. The 1937-38 city directory lists the building with an address of 231
Belardo Road and Louise and Elizabeth Fanning as occupying the residence. Louise F anming is
noted as the property owner. In the 1941 directory Kenneth Fanning and Louise Fanning (Mrs.)
are listed individually at the same address/residence. At this time, the building 1s called the
Elidore Apartments (derived possibly from the combination of Louise Fanning’s daughter’s
names, Elizabeth and Dorothy). Mrs. Louise Fanning is listed the city directories up through the
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III. Environmental Setting

have been modified to now contain five units each rented out as motel rooms. Additionally,

portions of the exterior, particularly along its primary (south) elevation, have. been altered in -

recent years. Because of compromised integrity and lack of sufficient historical associations and
architectural significance the building does not appear eligible for listing in the National Register

or California Register, nor does is it of local interest or a potential candidate for local -

designation.

Oune-story Duplex, South Cahuilla Road. No permits exist for this dwelling, however,

in reviewing Sanborn maps and tax assessor records, 'as well as assessing its architectural style,

workmanship, and materials, it appears that this or_le—'story Spanish Colonial Revival duplex was
erected sometime around 1927. Though it is illustrated on the 1929 Sanbom map, the residence
first appears in the city direciory mn 1937-38. Mae H. Abbott is listed in the directory as the

property owner, but is indicated as a non-resident (she lived in Claremont). According to-

directory research, Abbott owned the duplex up through at least 1950, when in 1952 Sarkis
Shervanian (also spelled Shirvanian) bought the property and used it as rental property. The

building was acquired from Mrs. Virkin Shirvanian in 1965 and incorporated into the Orchid |
Tree Inn property at that time. In conducting the research for this survey assessment no -

mnformation was uncovered to indicate that either of these individuals or the tenants that occupied
the duplex over the years were of notable prominence within the Palm Springs community to
merit them historic personages. Therefore, the one-story, multi-family dwelling does not appear

cligible for federal, State, or local listing under criteria associated with persons significant in our.

past. Under architectural merit, the property does not possess sufficient architectural importance
to satisfy the National Register and Califomnia Register cniteria. However, the small duplex does
reflect enough of the typical elements of the Spanish Colonjal Revival style to warrant
consideration of local designation as a Class 3 Historic Site. The structure is also representative

of the early housing stock of Palm Springs.

One-story Motel Complex, South Cahuilla Road. The one-story motel complex
located at the northwest end of the Orchid Tree Inn property along ‘South Cahuilla Road is
comprised of two buildings historically consisting of five accommodations wrapped around an
open courtyard. According to city directory research (no original permits exist) it appears that
the motel was constructed sometime around 194!, The architect and builder are unknown.

Noted as the “Desert House Apartments® in the directories, the two buildings are reflective of the

Spanish Colonial Revival style in their design and use of materials. The structures are arranged
in a broken “L” shape with each unit’s entry fa'cing out onto a large landscaped courtyard with a
rectangular shaped swimming pool (a later addition) centrally located within it. The building
along the southem lot line, which comprises the longer portion of the “L” shape originally
contained three units. While the building that defines the shorter wing of the “L” along the
castern lot line initially contained two units with a long expansive veranda running along the
west (primary) elevation. Since its acquisition, the complex has been altered extensively. There
is now a total of seven units in the complex. Modifications include the remodeling and
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1950s. It appears that the property stayed within the family until 1970, when it was sold by the

" siblings, Kenneth, Dorothy, and Margaret (Potter) Fanning. At that time it was acquired as part

of the Orchid Trée Inn property. In applying the National Register, California Register, and
City of Palm Springs significance criteria, it appears that the building is not associated with any
important historical events or personages. Further, due to its lack of distinctive architectural
merit, association with a notable architect or builder, or embodiment of a particular property type
the apartment building appears ineligible for federal, State, or local designation. |
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Apache Lodge (Orchid Tree Inn) — Individual motel unit, looking northwest (c.1942)
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Orchid Tree Inn (postcard): View of courtyard from Baristo Road, looking north (c. 1960)
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Duplex — Front (west elevation). looking south
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Bungalow Residence — Rear (east) elevation, looking southwest
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Orchid Tree fnn Property — Main entrance, looking west
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TO: Historic Site Preservation Board
From: Sheryl Hamlin (760-668-2956)
RE:  Orchid Tree Designation

Date: October 9, 2009

Attached is additional information about the history of the property, its architecture and its
relation to Palm Springs. :

1. Bungalow Court Architecture

Several cities, including San Diego, Fresno, Los Angeles, Phoenix and Santa Monica,
have pockets of bungalow court apartments. San Diego and Fresno have commissioned
historical surveys of their bungalows. Included here are excerpts from both the San Diego
and Fresno surveys. The bungalow courts were detached cottages surrounded by a courtin a
U-formation (review statement presented by Marshall Roath for site plans). They were
popular in early California and Arizona. People who could not afford houses, but wanted
more autonomy than a traditional apartment building, were drawn to the bungalows. Note the
detailed bibliography and the deep scholarship on bungalow architecture in the Fresno study.
The bungalow court ended during WWIL, so its life as an architectural genre was limited but
profound. The Sakara Apartment complex on Baristo Road is the only bungalow court left in
Palm Springs to my knowledge. As a rare genre of architecture, the bungalows are worthy of

preservation and should be designated as Class L.

2. Relation to Palm Springs

I spoke with Mrs. Henderson, who was formerly married to Mr. Bill Foster, son of
Herbert H. Foster, who according to Mrs. Henderson, built the Sakara Apartments. She
explained to me that her former husband (now deceased) was on the Palm Springs City
Council for 19 years and 10 years on the Planning Commission. She said that Bill was

extremely interested in Palm Springs history and was instrumental in starting the preservation '

commission. She also said that the Sakara Apartments were important to Bill and his father
and that Bill had also done some work for a subsequent owner of the property. A daughter of
Bill lives in Palm Springs and is married to a member of the Palm Springs Planning
Commission (Angie Foster Hochnadel). The identity of C.R. Foster, as shown in the ad in the
Limelight-News, is still unclear. With three generations of Palim Springs Fosters, the Sakara -
Apartments have a tight connection to the city and its history.,

3. Preservation versus Maintenance

Attached is an email from Jing Yeo about the Orchid Tree. Please note item (5) ‘Mature

Landscaping’. The Santa Monica firm who bought the Orchid Tree proposed to restore the

bungalows and the Premier Apartments (Frey). Many impressive architectural ggngizmg%“
: : §aim




were displayed at numerous meetings. Matt Fischer repeatedly said that they would preserve
the mature landscaping. Jing mentions a report from an arborist. It is clear that the Santa -
Monica firm (current owners of the property) did not try to preserve one tree. All of the trees
and plants have died from lack of water, which would have been so simple to accomplish.
_The excuse was that homeless people bathed in the sprinklers, so they had to be shut off. We .
heard the same promises at the last HSPB meeting about the preservation of the bungalows,
whose wooden windows and doors are deteriorating from lack of simple maintenance. What
credibility does this developer have to represent preservation of the bungalows from future -

harm?

- Summary

The five remaining Orchid Tree properties provide current and future generations a glimpse
of living accommodations for moderate income residents of Palm Springs and should be
designated en masse as Class I. This property is a mini-historic district unto itself and could
be the start of the Historic Tennis Club historic district.

The bungalow court originally known as The Sakara Apartments represents a unique genre of
architecture and should be designated Class I because of the genre’s rarefied architectural -
stature, the societal implications of the bungalows in the development of California’s housing.
stock and the ties of The Sakara Apartments to three generations of Palm Springs ei pecédsc
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Hismwmd Devdopmaent of Courivard

The numercus “bunglow” courts in the City of Fresm developed from
three major typological and styiisticsources: 1) the bungglew courfs of
the early 20/ century, 2) auto couris and early motels, and 3j Hispanic
courtyard housing. _ : _

The bungalow, nonnally a one-story home with wide _
caves, projecting rafter tails and an informal floor plan that opened to the
garden, became the new American cottag: in the early 20® cenfury. Not
everyone who wanted a bungalow could afford one, however. This fact,
coupled with an influx of new workers needing housing led to the
development of bungalow courts, with individual coftages
around a common area. Ope could have the amenities of home, without |
the cost and maintenance that came with a larger single family residence
on its own lot. ' : o

‘The earliest bungalow caurts were chvelopt':d. in Southemn California
and are nominally linked to the early shanty setilements of Los Angeles.

These horzontal tenements were a ragged assortment of cottages built by

or for immigrants, many of them Mexican workers who came to the area
to do seasonal work for the railroad. The reformer Jacob Riis considered
these “cholo courts” “slum conditions as bad, if nof as extensive, as

anything to be found in New York.” Bungalow courts were distingaished

from these earlier house courts by the higher building and construction
standards, as well as by their more rationale plan and landscaping
. {Chase 1981:29). - S

One of the earliest known bungalow courts is a complex of 16 units,
depicted on the Sanborn Insurance Map of 1909 in Santa Monica
(Ibid:33). Thatsame year the Cornell educated architect, Sylvanus
Marston, also designed a bungalow court in Pasadena. His St. Francis
Court was constructed for wealthy tourists and even included rooms for
servants. Of interest was Marston’s incorporation of the automobile with
a driveway down the center ({bid.) A vear later Arthur S. Heineman
designed the Los Robles Court, which included a common laundry and
- drying yard (Winter 1980:60-61). Heineman was probably influenced by
his earfier work in designing a complex of cottages for the White Oak
Sanatorium near Columbus, Ohio (Wight [919:16). In 1911 he and his
brother Alfred Heineman opened the rustic Bowen Court in Pasadena, a
grouping of 23 tiny bungalows on a large L-shaped lot with a clubhouse

in the center. The Arts and Crafts architect Charles Sumner Greene was -

aghast at this new development and sniffed: “fIt would seem to have no
other reason for being than that of making money for the investor”
{(Winter and Vertikoff 1996:20).




Bungalow courts were especially popular in California, Florida and
Southem Arizona but caught on in other parts of the United States and.
Canada as well. Bungalows were also used for hotels, and the Heineman
firm was apparently the first to call these courts designed for motorists,
“mo-tels,” a contraction of “motornst hostel” or “motor hotel.” The
Milestone Motels designed by Arthur S. Heineman opened in San Luis
Obispo in 1925 (Curtis and Ford 1988; Liebes 1995:182; Winter and '
Vertikoff 1996:20)

According to Robert Winter, bungalow courts were influenced by the
religious campgrounds of the East and Midwest, which featured cottages
built around a common green (Winter 1980:58). Undoubtedly the plan for
- both bungalow courts and the first motels were influenced not only by
religious campgrounds of the 19t century but also by temporary tourist
facilities established in Southern California in the early 20 century. As
former tourists returned to California to retire builders may have been,

usually built by contractors rather than archlte(is although there are :
some notable exceptions ([bid.:1992:9). “Bungalow” courts also appear to

be the first used in Fresno as well. For example, the earliest extant court
- here (1916} is a complex of six cottages, arranged in two rows of three
units which face onto a commeon area and driveway.

The cabin camps developed for early 20t century motorists along the
nation’s highways deweloped into a variety of “courts”™ in the 1930s.
These new complexes were constructed in a variety of quaint styles and
employed a more rational plan. The proprietors, termed “Courters,”
arranged their cottages into a long U, crescent, or in lines parallel to the
road. All of these plans included some kind of open space, usually a
central common area. In more populated areas courters had to use sites
with narrower road frontages. In these wban areas tighter site plans,
including use of an “L.” were favored (Liebs 1985:175). Although
bungalow courts predated these motor courts, later court housing and
auto courts shared many similarities. One distinct difference of course is
that aute courts imitially were intended for travelers, and were not
considered perfnanent housing.

By the late 1920s bungalow courts in Los Angeles had developed into
garden apartments and were designed by architects for a growing middle-
class clientele (Chase 1981:36}. These courts were stylistically richer and
had ground plans that were often far more complex than the earlier
bungalow courts. Unlike courts in Fresno, most of these courtyard

complexes were a full two stories. Although every major architectural
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as the bungalow courf. The more things change, the more fhey'ré:main the same,
Defining the Bungalow Court: Aesthetics and [deo‘logy

In order to monitor the staying power of the bungalow court, we must first define
our terms. The key words, of course, aré bungalow and court. While there were
many examples of multi-house lots in Southern California in the early years of the
twentieth century, sometimes referred to as “cholo courts,” these were usually not
bungalow courts. They were sometimes little more than instant slums as shanties
-were strewn almost randomly around city lots in order to create cheap horizontal
tenements. Bungalow courts, on the other hand, featured well-designed, small
houses carefully arranged around a planned open space. Although the shape of this
space varied, as we will discuss later, the sense of focus and enclosure were always

present.

The literature on the origin and evolution of both the bungaicw and the bungalow
court is good if not extensive and so suffice it to say that both the word and the
form derived from Bengal. There the British attempted to design the ideal tropical
dwelling which they felt should be a casual, garden-oriented, one-story house
designed for a suburban setfing, as opposed to the earlier (Georgian and Victorian)
formal, vertical, and rather larger urban houses. The bungalow was introduced by
the British into the American South, most typically as a pyramidal-roofed cottage
with a farge verandah. In the North, the word bungalow was most often applied to
small houses in resort settings until well into the twentieth century. By the early
1900s, however, the bungalow was becoming increasingly popular throughout the
United States as the Craftsman/Progressive Movements argued for simipler houses
as a reaction to the excesses of the Victorian Era. Formal, stuffy Victorians were
seen as hard.to clean and divorced from nature.

It was in Southern California in the early 1900s that these two ideologies came
together to produce the California Bungalow, i.e. the simple, garden-oriented house
ideal for the resort-like setting of lotus fand. The California Bungalow retained its -
essential character but quickly came to be "Cecil B. deMiiled” into an eclectic
Japo-Swiss-Tudor or Egypto-Polynesian suitable for life in an exotic fand. (Things
cannot stay simple for fong it scems.) A bungalow in the garden became the image
_of the suburban ideal and quickly diffused throughout the country. Yet not

everyone could afford this ideal. ‘

It was in 1909 that the first bungalow court appeared, reportediy an innovation of
architect Sylvanus Marston who built eleven full-sized bungalows in a court '
-arrangement in Pasadena. Derived in all likelihood from Eastern resort
.communities, the typical bungalow court came to feature a group of six to ten
small, individual houses placed around a communal garden. Usually two standard
lots were enough. ' '

Bungalow courts were seen as a compromise between expensive and demanding
single-family homes on the one hand, and the "indecent propinquities” of apartment
life on the other. They could offer settings with sufficient density for a sense of
community and shared responsibility while still allowing the space for greenery and
even private gardens. Much of the early literature on courts suggested that in them,
a great deal of daily living could be communal with people taking turns cooking,

. washing, gardening, etc. with social life centered in a sort of dining hall/social
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center. Although these Utopian ideals did not work out, in part because seif-
contained household apptiances came on the market at the same time such as small
stoves, refrigerators, vacuum cleaners, electric irons, and radios, courts continued
to be seen as an ideal setting for community involvement. In fact, some were '
referred to as "community courts.” Thus, bungalow courts featured the aesthetics of
the bungalow in the garden coupled with the ideology of semi-communal living in

_-a friendly place.

Bungalow Courts in the 920s: Segmenting the Hbusing Market

Life in a down-sized, individual house located within the womb-like protection of
the court was seen as ideal for certain growing segments of the urban population,
especially single women. As office employment and other professional '
opportunities attracted increasing numbers of young, single women to the city
(independent women who would no longer accept the derm-like housing solutions
of the industrial revolution}, bungalow courts were advertised as an ideai place for
women who were unable or unwilling to invest in a single-faimily home but who
might not like a large, impersonai apartiment building either. In 1913, an article in
Ladies Home Journal concluded that "Very few persons, particularly women, can
be happy outside of a pleasant home. An apartment in a great boxlike building is
frequently the solution, as a house to one's self is apt to be not only-lonely, but
expensive as well. In California, the couirt apartment has sotved the problem ina
practical and economical way." Six years later, the same journal ran another piece
that identified some of the advantages bungalow courts had to offer working
women, noting that they are:" . . . located on the edge of town where air and
sunlight are abundant and land is cheap; where the distance to and from business or’
to and from transportation is within the limits of a short walk; where, amidst the
congenial surroundings of delightful country life and inspired by interesting
companions in one's own walk of life, business women may have homes for
themselves.” In addition to providing greater privacy and seclusion than
apartments, it was frequently noted in female-oriented articles that courts were

"uncommonly safe" places to iive.

The bungalows themselves were promoted as being full, albeit small, houses built
like the inside of a yacht to maximize convenience in a minimum of space and
furnished with the latest and most serviceable array of built-in features, including,
according to Sunset Magazine in 1917, "buffet, cooler, cabinet kitchen, linen closet,
laundry tray on the screen porch, first-class plumbing, electsic lights, gas for

 cooking or heating and most with disappearing beds, open fireplaces, hardwood

floors in the living rooms and ample closet space.” All these features, coupled with
"the gl'orirous outdoors, the mild winters, and the riot of gay colored flowers," led
the Sunset author to ask: "Who wants a big house in California anyway?" So

convenient and free from labor were these cozy houselets thought to be that in 1919

Ladies Home Journal opined that "even women employed eight hours a day in
business life have time and strength to do their own housework," which, it was
suggested, might "help to solve the servant problem.” It was also often insinuated

~ (probably by men) that women could learn a sense of domesticity in these

bungalows which they could not get in an apartment.

Perhaps because it was associated with outdoor living in a resort-like setting, the
bungalow court was slow to diffuse beyond the California hearth. Using Sanborn
fire insurance maps {o locate courts, we found that, outside the state, the only
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Orchid Tree Properties

As reported in the Palm Springs Limelight-News
Compiled and annotated by S. Hamtin (8/1/2009)
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State of California — The Resources Agenéy F’rimary #

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HR #
PRIMARY RECORD | | Trinormial
NRHP Status Code ' 62
Other Listings '
Review Code Reviewer _ Date ____
Page 1 of 17 ' Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder) Orchid Tree Inn )

P1. Other identifier: . 267 South Belardo Road . o
P2. Location: (] Not for Publication Unrestricted a. County Riverside
and (P2b and P2c or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.

b. USGS 7.5’ Quad Date T - ;R i W4of . 14ofSec - ;  E.
c. Address: x 261 South Belardo City Palm Springs - Zip 92262
d. UTM: (Give more than one for large andflinear resources) ; . me/ - roN

_ e. Other Locational Data (Enter Parcel #, legal description, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate)

See Localion Map (page 5 of 17) _
Parcel No. 513-152-014

P3. Description {Destibe resouroe and s maor slerments. Indude desion, mhaeb,wxﬂm alterafions, size, seffing, and boundinies)

The Orchid Tree Inn property covers most of the biock bounded by Befardo Road io the east, Barisic Road to the south, Cahuiffa
Road to the west, and Arenas Road to the north. The subject property consists of four parcels (APNs 513-152.01 4, 513-152-019,
513-162- 018, 513-162-020} of primarily faf terrain that together comprise the entire Orchid Tree Inn sife, which is sited with a
primary entrance along the west side of South Belardo Road. The property contains seven primary.improvements with a number
of structures assaciated with these improvements. The subject property is located within an area that is both commercial a nd
residential in use. The main strip of downtown Palm Springs is one block east of the subject property; which runs along Pafm

Canyon Drive and Indian ‘Canyon_ Drive.

P3b. Resource Aﬁributes: (List attributes and codes) - HP5 - Hotel/Motel _
. P4. Resources Present C1Building [ Structure ] Object [ Site 4 District [ Element of District [J Cther (Isolates, etc.)
' PS5b. Desaipion of Photo: (View, date, accession #)
View of Orchid Tree Inn along Belardo Road (View
toward southwest). Photo No: 1-183, 4/1/2005

P6. Date ConstructediAge and Sources:
{7 Prehistoric: - (4 Historic [} Both

Tax Assessor Records; Building Permits

P5a. Photograph or Drawing{Photograph required for buildings, stuclures, and objcts)

P7. Owner and Address
Privafe

P8. Recorded by: (Mare, alfiation, and address)

Jan Ostashay, Director of Historic Resources .
PCR Services Corp, :
One Venfure, Ste. 150,
Irvine, CA 92618

P9. Date Recorded: _ 4/16/2005

P10. Survey Type: {Describe)
infensive-fevel

Attachments [ NONE' Continuation Sheet _ ] District Record [ J Rock Art Record {] Cther: (List)
[ Location Map Building, Structurs, and Object Record [ Linear Feature Record [ Artifact Record
(J Sketch Map (] Archaeological Record _ [} Milling Slation Record  [[] Photograph Record
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State of Cafifornia — The Resources Agency R Primary # -
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION -3 HRI # o

DISTRICT RECORD | - inoma | ‘_
Page 2 of 17 NRHP Status Code sz - o

03.

Resource Name or #: {Assigned by recorder) Orchid Tree Inn
1|stcnc Name:. Orchid Tree Inn D2. Common Name: - 267 South Belardo Road
Detailed Description{Discuss overali coherence of the district, its setting, visual characteristics, and minor features. List ai[

slements of district.):

The Orchid Tree Inn property covers most of the block bounded by Belardo Road to the east, Baristo Road 1o the south, Cahuilla Roa d fo
the west, and Arenas Road to the north. The subject property consists of four parcels (APNs 513-152-014, 513-152-019, 513- 152- 018,
and 513-152-020) of primary flat terrain that together comprise the site. With its main entrance along the west side of South Belardo
Road, the QOrchid Tree Inn property is a primarity fenced compound, consisting of seven sizeable improvements: a U-shaped bungaiow:
court inn; a two-story mid-century apartment biujlding; a one-story Craftsman inspired bungalow and associated structures; a combinaion
ohe- and two-story apartment complex; a small Spanish style duplex and associated confemporary structures; a one-story, L-sha ped
motel complex; and a rectangular shape, four-unit apartment building. The site also includés a number of swimming pools, walkw=ays,

parking lots, and landscape elements.

Orchid Tree Inn Buildings: (see Primary Record forms)
Courtyard Motel (1934) - Map 1ID# D

Craftsman Bungatow (¢.1915) - Map 1D# A

Multi-story Apartment {1948) - Map ID# D

One-stary Duplex (¢.1927) - Map {D# B

One-story Motal Complex (c.1941) - Map [D# E
Two-story Modern Apartment (1957-58) - Map 1D# F
One-story Apartment Unit (¢.1938) - Map I1D# G .

. Boundary Description(Describe lirmits of district 2nd attach map showing boundary and district elementé.):

The district is bourided on the west by the properly fine along Cahuilla Road, to the east by the properfy line along Belardo Road, and
‘o the south by the property along Baristo Road. The northern boundary runds _

.-Boundary Justification:

The district boundaries are drawn to include those improvements thai comprise the current Orchid Tree Inn property.

. Significance: Theme Tourism/Residential Development - Area Downfown Paim Springs -

. Period of Significance 1913-1960 . Applicable Criteria - N/A Discuss districts importance in terms of its'-

historical context as defined by theme, period of signiﬁcance and geographic scope. Alse address the infegrity of lhe‘dis!n‘cl asa whole.)

The properly that currently comprises the Orchid Tree inn includes a number of bu:ldmgs from vary.rng eras and that were once
individual properties onto themselves. Qne building was relocated from across the street to this property in the-early 1970s. Hence, .
as an entire entity (historic district) the property.does not appear efigible for federal, state, or local designation due to its amalgamaﬂon
and disassociation. of property types, dafes of construction, integrity, and underlying historical connection. However, in assessing
individual historical significance building by building a number of properties appear to rise to a level of either historical or architectural

importance or both at the local jurisdication level. {see Continuation Sheet x of x)

. References (Give full citations including the names and addresses of any informants, where passible.):

Riverside Counly Assessor's Office; Cily of Palm Springs building permits (see Continuation Sheet 17.of 17). |

. evaluator;  Jan Ostashay, Director of Historic Resources . . | Dafé:‘ 4/1 872005

Affiliation and Address:
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State of California — The Resources Agency . Primary #
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION : . 3 ' ' HRI &
CONTINUATION SHEET _ _ Trinomial
) Page 3 of 17 Resource Name or #:{Assigned by recorder} Orchid Tree inn
Recorded by: Jan Ostashay, Director of Historic Resources Date = 4/18/2005 [+ Continuation ] Update

Dé&. Significance

Situated at the southwest corner of Belardo Road and Baristo Road, the Orchid Tree Inn has been welcoming guests since the
mid-1930s. Over the years, the inn has expanded to inciude most of the property surrounding the initial bungalow court motel. Toda v, a
variety of housing types comprise the Orchid Tree Inn property, including a Craftsman bungalow; & Modern style apartment buildling; a -~
combination one- and two-story apartment complex; a smalf Spanish style duplex; a one-story, L-shaped motel complex; a rectangular
shaped, four-unit apartment; and the original "U" shaped courtyard matel. Prior fo the construction of the Spanish Colonial Revival touri
court, the block in which the property is focated was primarily undeveloped. The 1929 Sanbom Fire Insurance map ilusirates the area
with defined parcel lots, a one-story dwelling along what was originally called Palm Avenue {now referred to as Balardo Road), a
single-family residence and a small duplex along Orange Avenue (now called Cahuilla Road), and a few houses of varying size alorig Park
(now Arenas Road). Lime Street, which would later becorne Baristo Road, contained no improvements along this block and only two
residences a few blocks west. .

At the time, most of the hotels, motefs, and resorts, including the Winter Garden Hotel, Desert Inn, Oasis Hotel, £ Mirador Hotel, and
others were north of the Orchid Tree Inn site. The oldest siructure on the Orchid Tree Inn property is a Craftsman influenced bungalow,
which is dated from around 1915. Situated along the east side of Cahuilla Road within the Orchid Tree Inn grounds, this dwelling once:
had its own address as 248 South Cahuilla Road (later changed to 262 South Cahuilla Road). For over 48 years it was owned and
occupied by Genevieve Reilly, a Christian Science practitioner. It was later acquired and incorporated as part of the Orchid Tree Inn
property and converted to transient lodging as part of the motel. Since its acquisition, the bungalow has been extensively altered on the. -
exterior and interior. Much of the exterior features, including the stucco siding and river rock cladding are recent additions.

Located a few lots to the north,.still within the Orchid Tree Inn propertty, is a small one-story Spanish Colonial Revival duplex. No buildin
permijts exist for this stucco clad building; however, in reviewing Sanborn maps and tax assessor records, as well as assessing its
architectural style, workmanship, and materials it appears this small residence was erected around 1927, In reviewing city directory
information, the property was owned for over twenly years by Mae Abboft, a non-resident of Paim Springs who fived in Claremeont and
used this multi-family dwelling on & seasonal basis. The other unit in this duplex appears fo have been utilized as a rental with a variety

~ white-collar type workers occupying it over the years. With an address of 244 South Cahuiila Road (later changed lo 244-248 South -
Cahuilla Road), the property was sold in 1965 and acquired as part of the ever-expanding Orchid Tree Inn.

Over the years, as more seasonal visitors came to Palm Springs the nieed for adequate short-term lodging facilities grew, The Orchid
Tree Inn, constructed in 1934 by local builder Herbert Foster, was built in response (o that lodging demand. Erecled at the northwest
comer of Baristo and Belardo roads (originally Lime and Paim Avenue) the small motel called the "Sakarah” was constructed asa 10-un
“bungalow cour moltel apartment. As was typical at the time, the complex was designed i the Spanish Colonial Revival siyle and featur
a large landscaped court area in the center. The original entry approach into the complex was off Baristo Road. In the latter part of 194
the motel not only changed ownership, but its unusual name. Under the management of John "Harry" and Martha rvin, the motel was
renamed the "Apache Lodge.” As to not cause confusion, the name Sakarah was also listed along side the Apache Lodge in the focal ¢
directories for a number of years. By 1948, the small motel changed names, and probably ownership though not documented, again.
Retaining its 226 West Baristo Road address, the complex was now called the Bel-Ardo Villas. For approximalely two years the bungalow
court motel operated under this name; however, by 1952, it was sold and renamed yet again. It was at this time [hal the properly
acquired its current name the "Orchid Tree Inn, " as well as a swimming pool with diving board and additional landscape features such a
orchid trees. Over the next ten years the property would undergo exterior modifications that would include replacement of original
- wood-framed windows with aluminum sliders, the removal of Spanish Colonial Revival inspired wrought jron window treatments,
modifications to the central portal at the north end of the complex (originally arched), and the re-landscaping of the courtyard area. In th
-recent past, additional aflerations to the complex have included the re-location of the main entrance of the complex from Bariste Read to
Belardo Road, the re-configuration of some of the individual units, the re-stuccoing of exterior surfaces, tile roof repair, and further
re-fandscaping of the courlyard area and the instaflation of a newer swimming pool. Even with these modifications, however, the proper
still retains and reflects its original design infent as a charming bungalow court mote! and conveys a particular period of time in Palm

Springs' history.

Buift along South Belardo Road s the fourth ofdest structure on the Orchid Tree Inn grounds. Located along the northeast boundary of
the property, adjacent to motel's parking lot, this one-story, four-unit apartment building was built around 1938, Designed in a vernacula
modern styls, it was owned and occupied initially by Mrs. Louise Fanning. Referred o as the "Elidore Apartments" with an individual
address of 231 Scuth Befardo Road, the units that comprise the complex were occupied over the years by family members, including
Elizabeth, Kenneth, Dorothy, and Margaret Fanning (Pofter). It appears that the name of the building was derfved by combining the first
part of the names Elizaheth and Dorothy; however, this hypothesis has not been confirmed. The fourplex was acquired from the Fannin
family in 1970, and incorporated into the overafl Orchid Tree fnn property.
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Page 4 of 17 Resource Name or #:{Assigned by recordér) Orchid Tree Inn . .
Recorded by: Jan Ostashay, Directar of Historic Resources Date 4/18/2005 Continuation ] Up date.

D6. Significance

%mmmdmmmmmvg more and more moiels, hoteis,arxjﬂveﬂ(eweebengwm,dednb‘)ePafmSmpsarea Arelaﬁve;j/
smal, one-story rote complex was bult along the east side of Cahiilla Road, at the norwest end of what & now the Orchid Tree Inn property. No perrrits

existfor this moted gpartment, but oy directory research indicates that this fe-uni complex was bult around 1941, Nofed in the diiectories as the "Desert Houss

Apartrments” this property incldes two fowdise buidings and courtyardd designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival stylke. Ovned and operated by J, Marvinand
Kay Ostranckr; who initialy ived on site, the smal apartments were rented cut ona daly, weeldy, and monifly basks o local residents and seasonal vacatoners
The Ostranders cortinued to ownthe motdl untl the earty 19505, at which time they sokd  and refumed to Holywood, Alrmost forty years fater the roie!
aparirment was sald agaih and acquired as part of the Orchid Tree Inn property: &mﬁsrﬂmaspartofﬂ?e@rdujﬁee Iy the 'L dmdwrpbxhas
ummemmmﬁzmmmmwm

Buitin 1948asthe KaweaAparﬂneds"mmmmﬁ@wmeddaﬂgemmmaﬂnm(mmmﬁmmmm
hahear fashion owards Cahudia Road (west). Refledive of vemacutar rnodermism in s styfng, the fournk apertment complex was iy ovned andl.

operated by Edwint Thormpson, i was kateracquired from Worcester family i 1960 arxd infegrated into the Orohid Tree Inn property.
‘ menmreoentaotﬁbbqfotheao‘ﬁﬁeelmpqoermsﬁﬁ tworstory Albert Frey designed aparrest i iding situiated along Belartio Road between the

bungalow court fo the south and the ane-story fourplex fo the north, immediately aciacent fo the pariing ot Originally located across the street fromithe Ovchid

Tree Inn atthe northeast comer of Belardo Road and Baristo Road (150 West Baristo Road), this karge mufifamiy residence was rebocated i secfions to the _
Orhicd Tree Inn site 11972 to prevent its dermofion. The Modem styke resort hoted apartment was bultin 1957 as the "Premiere Apartments.™ The comylex
oniginaly induded a number of guest rooms, an encosed garage, two-story manager’s apartmert, shuffeboard court, swimming poo, aﬁwveredcarpata #
famedbrgfennbca’temntsasmeias#aewasmafvam

. Fromthe infimate, mawmmﬁrommmmmmtmmﬁeyo@sgmbﬁy #evaedanaya‘m,msm :

corrpyrse the Orohid Tree Inn physically maniests an inferestzag history, ma‘mﬁMsnotab@bfhebca!mnunﬁy Tcday, #Elmmesbq)erateas

aremmemg#)edlamamtranquﬁiya‘od%fmw




v




|
;




3 £
WEGTHRIRR
v

&




AR

; fg?i’ -
}.

3




il

freveas




i







PE LN

i
1







ey

o
el

i
ey

St

i

by




T
















'y

I *

|
J







U RN




