CITY OF PALM SPRINGS
PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES
June 08, 2011
Council Chamber, City Hall
3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 92262

CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Caffery called the meeting to order at 1:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL: Present 2010/ 2011
This Meeting: ces:

Tracy Conrad
Doug Hudson
Philip Klatchko
Leslie Munger
J.R. Roberts
Doug Donenfeld, Vice Chair
Jon Caffery, Chair

XXX X X X X

REPORT OF POST,

The agenda was available
side of Coun
June 2, 20

the City Hall exterior bulletin board (west
ervices counter by 4:00 p.m. on Thursday,

ACCEPTA

oted her abstention on Item 2A, Case 5.1263.

Commissioner Conrac

Commissioner Klatchko noted a business-related conflict of interest on Item 2A, Case
5.1263 and would be abstaining on the minutes of May 11, 2011.

Commission Munger noted her abstention on the minutes of May 11, 2011.

Commissioner Roberts noted his abstention on the minutes of May 11, 2011.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Chair Caffery opened public comments:

The following persons spoke in opposition of 2A, Case 5.1263, the proposed Development
Agreement for the Desert Fashion Plaza:

-Robert Stone, spoke in reference to Item 2A, comment
Development Agreement and the new timeframes.

-Ron Marshall, Palm Springs Preservation Foundation,
in favor of revitalization for downtown; however, the
is deeply flawed.

on a discrepancy with

mented that everyone is
Development Agreement

The following person(s) spoke in favor of . , the proposed
Development Agreement for the Desert Fashi

-Doug Jones, Palm Springs, spoke of the
Wessman and recommended him as the builder.

by John

attendees.
-Jason Dibler 0] spoke in support of the revitalization of

otel) outlined the benefits of the revitalization
ude an increase in parking spaces, open-space, new
world-renowned Palm Springs International Film
Festival.
-Debbie, Pa ' of the benefit of this project for the families in Palm Springs
and spoke in the redevelopment of the Desert Fashion Plaza.
ficers Association of Palm Springs, stated that the men and
women of the Police ation strongly support the redevelopment of the Desert Fashion
Plaza.
-Stephanie Miller, Indio, commented that it's time for the City of Palm Springs to come
together in unity during this challenging economy and the revitalization plan is a good start.
-Vince Taylor, commented that he has attended all of the visioning workshops and
Mainstreet meetings and noted that the majority of the people welcome this project to the
City.
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The following person(s) spoke in favor of Item 2A, Case 5.1263, the proposed
development Agreement for the Desert Fashion Plaza (continued):

-Jerry Keller, restaurant owner, spoke in favor of the revitalization plan for the Desert
Fashion Plaza; noting that the more people are brought into the City the more everyone
will benefit downtown; he feels that it is a very good plan.

-Cathryn Robinson, La Quinta, spoke of her love for this City and firmly believes it's time to
move forward in support of this plan.

-Dennis Cunningham, Palm Springs Modern Homes, comme
that include a large amount of open-space and parking;
builds high-quality homes.

-Joel Wallis, commented that he spends a lot of time
looking forward to coming back to the revitalized d
-James Francisco, Palm Springs, commented o ork that would be
created from this development and support the project.
-John Tymon, Palm Springs, stated that i 10 years i iting for this
project and encouraged the Commission to move

benefits of the project
noted that John Wessman

ide of the valley but is

There being no further appearances

1. CONSENT CALENDAR:

1A. Minutes of May

Springs recommending to the City Council that a proposed Development
Agreement for the Desert Fashion Plaza and related properties is not in
conformance with the 2007 Palm Springs General Plan; location is at the
intersection of North Palm Canyon Drive and Tahquitz Canyon Way and related
properties; Zone C-B-D, Section 15. (Project Planner, Craig A. Ewing, AICP,
Director of Planning Services)
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Commissioner Conrad noted her property-related conflict of interest and would not be
participating in the discussion and vote. Commissioners Conrad and Klatchko left the
Council Chamber at 1:42 p.m.

Director Ewing provided an overview of the draft resolution recommending to the City
Council that the proposed Development Agreement is not in conformance with the 2007
Palm Springs General Plan.

Chair Caffery requested the word "donate" changed to te" on item 25. He
addressed the public on the Commission’s decision to rec end denial of this project to
the City Council.

Commissioner Munger explained to the public th i 's decision was not
taken lightly and noted that the Commissio amount of time
on reviewing this project.

ACTION: To approve, the draft resolution rec
proposed Development Agreement is not in conf e with the 2007 +Palm Springs
General Plan, as amended:

-Revise item #25 to: "Developer shoul s to the City that are to be
developed as public right-of-way."

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:

pment Plans of Planned Development District
, to allow minor footprint and elevation changes
i s approved for the 67-lot subdivision located at 3200
South Pa ve, Zone R-1-B, Section 35. (Project Planner: David A.

Commissioners Conrad and Klatchko returned to the dais at 2:07 p.m.
David Newell, Associate Planner, provided background information as outlined in the staff
report dated June 8, 2011.

Commissioner Conrad noted that she attended both AAC meetings when this item was
presented and commended the applicant for their hard work and taking into account the
recommendations of the AAC.
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ACTION: To approve the amendment as proposed.
Motion Doug Donenfeld, seconded by Tracy Conrad and unanimously carried on a

roll call vote.

3. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

3A. Case 5.1264 CUP - An application by Richard Hask
a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for the expansio
room and additional outdoor patio seating ar
Road, Zone RA, Section 14. (Project Planner:

, ner of Streetbar, for
n existing bar, new game
ed at 224 East Arenas
r, Assistant Planner)

Glenn Mlaker, Assistant Planner, provided bac tlined in the staff
report dated June 8, 2011.

Chair Caffery opened the public hearing:

-Tom Scherer, project designer, provi [ ansion of the patio, removal of
existing signage and landscaping.

The Commission conr : the patio railing

ACTION: To approve S subject to Conditions of Approval, as
amended:

3B. Case 5.1039 D - An application by Willamette Capital Management,
LTD, requesting an amendment to an existing Conditional Use Permit to allow
the sale of alco in the pool area of Horizon Hotel located at 1050 East Palm
Canyon Drive (The Horizon Hotel), Zone R-3 & R-2, Section 23. (Project
Planner: David A. Newell, Associate Planner)

Associate Planner Newell provided background information as outlined in the staff report
dated June 8, 2011.
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Commissioner Munger stated that she serves on the Deepwell Neighborhood Organization
as a board member. She indicated that she has not participated in any discussions with
the Horizon Hotel and toured the property yesterday with the manager.

Chair Caffery opened the public hearing:

-Eric Cress, Williamette Capital Management, spoke about the history and architectural
character of the hotel, reinvestment of the property and the new management staff. Mr.
Cress spoke about the problems associated with the lack of p alcohol to the guests
at the pool.
-David Matrtin, publicist for Horizon Hotel, spoke about t ive reviews on the internet
because of the inability to purchase alcohol at t ar, herequested the
opportunity to serve alcohol to the hotel guests.
-Charles Santrello, Palm Springs, expressed co coming from this
property and spoke in opposition of allowing b ivi

-James Rider, Palm Springs, spoke in opp j to the loud
noise created from these events; and noted th onse has
been poor.

-Jim Seavy, Palm Springs, stated th received from the management

team on all of the neighborhood issu
-Eric Cress, applicant rebuttal, add
monitoring of outdoor events.

the rear wall and

Vice Chair Done c nt establish a working relationship with
e hotel.

e permits. Hotels are required to meet the
e ordinance; and there is no limitation on the use of

ssed concern that two separate items are being confused.
and hotel conducting events.

Chair Caffery spoke
conditions of approval

or to allow the sale of alcohol in the pool area; noting that the
ered all the issues at hand. He does not support a continuance.

ACTION: To continue to the meeting of June 22, 2011, and direct staff to:
-Review the property’s compliance with the original Conditional Use Permit relating to

noise mitigation and the number of police complaints on the property.
-That the applicant pursues further dialogue with the neighbors on a noise mitigation plan.
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Motion Tracy Conrad, seconded by Doug Donenfeld and unanimously carried on a
roll call vote.

3C. Case 5.1222 ZTA - An application by the City of Palm Springs to amend the
Palm Springs Zoning Code relating to the purpose, definition and review
criteria of Hillside Development, as contained within tion 93.13.00. (Project
Planner: Craig A. Ewing, AICP, Director of Plannin ices)

Director Ewing provided background information as outli
8, 2011.

e staff report dated June

Chair Caffery opened the public hearing and ming forward the
public hearing was closed.

The Commission discussed adding the word, i ance and
establishing a minimum elevation to minimize view | erty owner.
ACTION: To adopt the draft resolu ain amendments to Section
93.13.00 of the Palm Springs Zoning Cod evelopment, as amended:
-To include the word "stepping" in the “Sta d in Section 3. a. iii. of the
draft Ordinance; and

Motion Philip onrad and carried 6-0 on a roll call
vote.

AY onrad, Doug Hudson, Philip Klatchko, Chair Caffery,
NOES:

ABSTAIN:

3D. Case 5.1211 ZT An application by the City of Palm Springs to amend the
Palm Springs Zoning Code relating to the establishment of policies and
standards for outdoor accessory and religious institutions.

Director Ewing provided background information as outlined in the staff report dated June
8, 2011.
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Chair Caffery opened the public hearing and no appearances coming forward the public
hearing was closed.

Vice Chair Donenfeld expressed concern with losing the quality of the displays by allowing
everything and having a carnival atmosphere. He preferred the Planning
Commission have the discretion in keeping with what Palm Springs should be.

Commissioner Conrad requested staff research on the nu
have been issued.

outdoor displays that

Commissioner Roberts spoke in favor of the Commis [ outdoor displays and
i r Ewing responded
plicant is notified
of non-permitted outdoor displays.

Chair Caffery expressed concern that outdoor
especially on weekends.

ACTION: To adopt draft resolution a

Motion J.R. Roberts, seconded by D 2 led 6-1 on a roll call
vote.

AYES: ie N Doug Donenfeld, Doug Hudson, Philip

NOES:

Commissioner ' hat he would not be present for the meeting of June 22,
2011.

PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Direct Ewing reported that the City Council would be hearing the Desert Fashion Plaza
item on June 15, 2011.
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ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further comments the Planning Commission adjourned at 4:14 p.m. to 1:30
p.m. on Wednesday, June 22, 2011, City Hall, Council Chamber, 3200 East Tahquitz
Canyon Way.
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