CITY OF PALM SPRINGS
DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING SERVICES

MEMORANDUM

\
Date: _ December 13, 2011
 To: Historic Site Preservation Board
From: Craig A. Ewing, AICP, Director of Planning Servieé

Subject: Historic Designation: Qutreach Letter and Cand.idate Properties

Attached is a draft letter inviting property owners to consider historic designation. The
Board's committee (Gilmer, Grattan, Marshall) agreed to this letter, although there
remains the question of whether or not to prepare a different letter for residential
properties. Based on the Board’s direction, staff will prepare a final letter or letters for
the Chair's signature.

The Board must aiso determine which properties it wishes to seek out for possible
designation. | have attached the draft list prepared by Board member Marshall one year
ago, which is the most recent activity we have on record. The Board may use this list
as the basis for a list of properties whose owners would receive the proposed letter.

~ Attachments:

1. Draft letter

2. HSPB memo, December 14, 2010

3. E-mail from Barbara Marshall, December 6, 2010, with
Proposed List of Candidate Properties



- City, State Zip

City of Palm Springs

Historic Site Preservation Board

3200 Bast Tahquitz Canyon Way « Palm Springs, CA 92262
Tel: 760-323-8245 « Fax: 760-322-8360

Date

Name
Address

AT

Dear : .

The City’s Historic Site Preservation Board invites you to consider historic designation
for your property. As the owner of a historically important property in Palm Springs, you
may already be aware that the City has recognized many of its valued sites with historic
designation.

You may not be aware of the many benefits of historic designation. In fact, | think you'll
be pleasantly surprised that there are many more advantages than drawbacks to official
historic status. Historic designation can provide:
- eligibility to apply for property tax relief under the California “Mills Act“
- qualification for an engraved brass marker displayed on the property.
- City review of exterior changes to ensure that the identified historic
characteristics of the property are not lost.
- recognition by the local preservation community, including possible inclusion
in publication materials and events celebrating our local heritage.
- relief from current building codes; for example, historic properties can apply
for alternative remedies to current and future accessibility and energy
guidelines.

Historic designation of your property can protect an important part of the history of Palm
Springs, preserving it for future generations while allowing for change and adaptability.

‘Many people are concerned about the process of historic review, yet there are over

seventy properties in the City which are Class One designated sites. The Board would
be glad to arrange a meeting for you with one of these property owners so that you

- might learn what their experience has been with historic designation.

A member of the Board will be calling you in the next week to speak with you directly
about historic designation. We look forward to the possibility that your property might
join the City’s treasured inventory of historic sites. If you have any questions, feel free
to call Mr. Craig Ewing at the City at 760-323-8269. ‘

Sincerely,

John Gilmer

- Chair, Historic Site Preservation Board



City of Palm Springs

Department of Planning Services

Memorandum

Date: December 14, 2010
To: HSPB Board Members
From: Craig A. Ewing, AICP, Director of Planning Services

'Subject: Candidates for Historic Designation — Establishing Protocol for Prioritization

At the meeting of November 9, 2010, the HSPB reviewed the previous lists of
candidates for historic designation and accepted Vice Chair Marshall's offer to create a
single, consolidated list of all recently-identified properties. That list was received by
staff on December 6, 2010 and is attached to this memo. The Board has not
determined how to establish an up-to-date priority list, and before reviewing specific
properties, it would be appropriate for the Board to consider how it selects the most
-~ worthy properties for Board action.

. The Board may do some prefiminary research and outreach on properties which are not
yet candidates for designation. Therefore, one or more ad-hoc Board committees could
be established to conduct site visits or make inquiries of property owners regarding their
interest in pursuing designation. After receiving the sub-committee reports, the Board
could establish its priorities.

There are a couple of ways to actually create the priority list. An ad-hoc committee of
-the Board could meet to develop a draft list for Board review, which could be adopted
on an up-or-down vote (Motions for amendments to the list could also allowed).
Alternatively, the Board may use a balloting process to individually and then collective
identify its top priorities. (This balloting has been used in the past.) '

At this time, we have not notified any of the property owners on the attached list. Staff
recommends that the Board should only focus on selection process- at this time and not
discuss individual properties. Once owners have received an agenda in advance, their
properties could be discussed. ' '

Attachments:

1. List of Candidate Properties (from Vice Chair Marshall)
2. HSPB Memo, November 8, 2010



Craig Ewing

From: Barbara Marshall [atomicbee57@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, December 08, 2010 6:44 PM

To: Craig Ewing

Cc: John@johngilmer.com

Subject: Re: HSPB Nomination List

Attachments: HSPB Wish List.pdf

Hi Craig,

My intention when § volunteered to put together this HSPB wish list was to create a product thaf included ali of the
properties that have been discussed over the years. The attached is that list. Properties are listed under four
categories: commercial, civic, religious, and residential. Within those categories they are listed in no particular order.

My observation has been that there has been some confusion on the part of staff, the board and the public regarding
the wish list's purpose, effectiveness and attendant responsibilities. | think it would be very helpful to agendize a
discussion about this topic on the 14th.

Cheers,
Barbara

-—- On Mon, 12/6/10, Craig Ewing <Craig. Ewing@palmsprings-ca.gov> wrote:

From: Craig Ewing <Craig. Ewing@palmsprings-ca.gov>
Subject: HSPB Nomination List

To: "Barbara Marshall" <atomicbee57 @yahoo.com>
Date: Monday, December 6, 2010, 12:00 PM

Barbara,

Just a reminder regarding the list of candidate Properties for potential designation. We afe assembling the
- agenda for the HSPB meeting of December 14" and wondering if you'll have your preliminary list in the next two
“days. Feel free to give me a call — 760-323-8269.

| Craig A. Ewing, AICP
Director of Planning Services
City of Palm Springs
3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 92262

760-323-8269

When | am working on a problem | never think about beauty.

I only think about how to solve the problem.



~ But when | have finished, if the solution is not beautiful,

+know it is wrong.
- Buckminster Fuller (1895-1983)
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