Historic Site Preservation Board Staff Report

Date: ~June 12, 2012
Case No.: 3.1289 MAA — HSPB # 55 — Oasis Commercial Building
Application Type: g?rtrflcate of Approval for Exterior Changes fo a Class 1 Hlstonc
ite
Location: 121 South Palm Canyon Drive
Applicant: Bréndenberg Qasis LLC
Zone: : CBD (Central Business District
~ General Plan: CBD (Central Business District)
APN: 513-143-029
From: o . Ken Lyon, Associate Planner
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This is a request by Brandenberg — Oasis, LLC seeking a Certificate of Approval to
repaint the Oasis Commercial Building and restore certain exterior elements of the
~ building at 121 South Palm Canyon Drive, a Class 1 Historic Site. The project includes
replacing a window awning on the west elevation, stripping and restoring the ceramic
tile columns at the first floor and repainting the exterior of the building in what is
believed to be its original color palette.

RECOMMENDATION
That the Historic Site Preservation Board approves the Certificate of Approval.

PRIOR ACTIONS TAKEN ON THE PROJECT

- - On April 21, 2010, the Qasis Commercial Building was de3|gnated a Class 1 historic

site, however only certain elements of the building were actually designated”.

! " Those portions of the building that were designated “historic™ were the upper story, defined by the
- lower edge of the first level exterior soffit, the window cases on the south and west elevations, the
staircase on the rear (west) eievatlon and the co]umns supportmg the second store frenting 8.

Palm Canyon Drwe ; .
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On May 21, 2012, the subject project was reviewed by the Architectural Advisory
Committee. The AAC voted unanimously to recommend approval by staff of the
proposed project.

BACKGROUND AND SETTING

‘The Oasis Commercial Building was designed in 1953 by renowned local architect E.
Stewart Williams in the late international style. Over time, the building has been
repainted and numerous exterior modifications have been made, including painting over
the original mosaic ceramic tile on the columns at the first floor.

The proposed project will restore the exterior paint colors to what is believed to be the _
original color palette. It wil! also replace a wind-damaged shade awning? on the west
fagade and strip the paint from the ceramic tile columns and restore the ceramic tile,
where necessary.

Pursuant to Municipal Code Section 8.05.180, “No person may undértake any of the

. following within or upon a Class 1. historic site without a cettificate of approval from the

historic site preservation board:

(1} Construction of a new structure;

(2)  The moving, demolition or alteration of an exisling structure in any manner
which affects the exterior appearance of the structure;

(3) A change in fand use which affects the exterior appearance of a structure
or the interior arrangement of public buildings; :

(4)  The erection, remodeling or replacing of a sign which affects the exterior
appearance of a structure.”

As noted in item 2, the subject project causes an alternation of the exterior appearance
of the subject Class 1 site and thus a Certificate of Approval from the HSPB is required.

DESCRIPTION AND ANALYSIS

The applicant desires to repaint the entire building using the original color scheme®.
The applicant proposes the following scope of work:

1. | To restore the exterior to the color palette as close as possibie to that which was
original to the building. _
2. To remove a paint-over of the round mosaic-tile clad columns at the first floor

done some years ago. The columns are proposed to be stripped and the existing
mosaic tiles restored to their original appearance.
3. Replacement of a metal sun shade awning over the windows on the second floor

? The consultant asserts that the awning was part of the original design of the buildihg or was installed

. shortly after its completion. It serves a needed functicnal purpose of confrolling heat gain into the second

floor windows caused by the afternoon sun.

* The original color palette was determined from review of historic photographs and surface scraping on
the building. ‘ ' _ ‘
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west elevation that was destroyed in a recent wind storm is also proposed to
match the original.

There are no changes proposed in any other element of the building.

CANYON DRIVE

The image below from 1954 shows the original paint scheme on the building.

As noted on the drawings date stamped May 9, 2012, the proposed new paint scheme
is as follows:

» -Basic building walls — White (“Snowy Mount”)
. Second_level inner courtyard wails — Orange (“Tangerine Dream”)
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* Lower walls and pilasters — Beige (“Malibu Dune”)
¢ Painted doors — Beige (“Malibu Dune”)
o Planter walls — Beige {("Malibu Dune”}

All other existing surfaces are to remain unaltered: aluminum anodized storefront,
doors, stairs and railings, existing stone, and display windows. The photo below shows
a portion of the shade awning above the windows on the second floor of the west
facade.

PORTION OF THE WEST FACADE SHOWING THE SHADE AWNING THAT WAS TORN OFF THE BUILDING IN
HIGH WINDS EARLIER THIS YEAR; THIS AWNING WILL BE REPLICATED AND REPLACED.

REQUIRED FINDINGS | .

There are no specific findings required for Certificates of Approval, however, pursuant to
Municipal Code Section 8.05.190, the Board shall consider the following in reviewing
and acting upon a certificate of approval application:

(1) The historic value and Significance, or the architectural value and
significance or both, of the structure and its relation to the historic value of

the surrounding area;

The proposed repaint will restore the exterior colors of the Qasis Commercial Building to
its original colors. The proposed project will not diminish the historic value or-
significance of the site.

(2) The relationship of the exterior architectural features of any structure to
the rest of the structure itself and to the surrounding area;

The project proposes no new architectural features. The proposed shade awning at the
west elevation second floor windows will replace one that was damaged during a recent
wind storm with one of the same color and design.

(3) The general compatibility of exterior design, arrangement texture and
material which is proposed by the applicant;

Staff believes that the proposed repaint and restoration of the shade awning and
4
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stripping the paint and restoring the ceramic tile columns at the first floor will enhance
~ the historic integrity of the subject building.

(4) Archaeological or ecological significance of the area.

The proposed project does not impact any archaeological or ecological significance of
the site.

Staff has concluded that the proposed repaint, awning restoration and restoration of the
ceramic tile columns conforms to the above guidelines for approval of a certificate of
approval and therefore recommends approval by the HSPB.

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

This project is categorically exempt from environmental review per Section 15301(L), (1)
of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.

NOTIFICATION

There are no public notification requirements for this application.

* Ken Lyon, | gr%: %Ew AICP

Associate Planner Director of ning Services

ATTACHMENTS

1. Vicinity Map
2. Building elevations and photos
3. Excerpt draft minutes from AAC meeting.
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| CASE NO:  3.1289 MAA DESCRIPTION An application to repaint and

| APPLICANT: Brandenburg — Oasis LLC | Oasis Commercial Building located at 101-121

restore certain exterior architectural details at the

South Palm Canyon Drive. (Class 1 Historic Site
#55.)
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Architectural Advisory Committee Meeting ' . '
Minutes of May 21, 2012 RA

nt Planner Miaker presented the proposal for the construction of a 452-square fo ot
pool cabana addition on the west end of an existing house. Notification was sent out to
adjacent and\abutting property owners and one letter of support was submitted.

stated that he was concerned with the proposed removal of trees; the request for a set-back
reduction; and if the newgtructure will be visible from his property.

ACTION:  M/S/C (Harlan / Secoy-
the Planning Commission.

AGENDA ITEM #4: Case 3.854 MAA — Lum
Mike McAuliffe architect requesting the demo
replaced with a new 746- square foot addition to
Road, Zone R-1-A, Section 3. (GM)

in/ Tedford RfSldence
ionef an Xisting master ‘oom to be
H—. B

#house located at*1843 Leonard

"‘.sal for the addjt (nnof a 746-square foot master

- e

w
Mike McAuliffe architect representing the‘“progg!,,
behind the removal of an:eXisting bedroom fg G

setback standards
design.

AGENDA ITEM # i Case ﬁ:ﬁ%% MAA HSPB #55 — Oasis Building

An application by “Brangénburg Oasis LLC proposing to repaint the Oasis Commercial
Building, a Class 1 Hhistoric site (HSPB #55) to the original exterior color palette of the
building and reinstall“Shade awnings at the west fagade located at 121 South Palm Canyon

Drive, Zone CBD, Section 15. (KL)

Kliendeinst inquired about painting the window mullions and whether reworking of the poor
window putty might be considered. Asked to clarify the color of the ceiling at the second floor
soffit (white). Discussed the grey ceramic tile pane! at the second floor. Suggested pruning
the shrubs around the stair at the northwest corner of the building.

3
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Architectural Advisory Committee Meeting DR AFT

Minutes of May 21, 2012

Fauber noted some light fixtures may be evaluated for possible replacement; conicai
up/down wall sconces

Secor Jensen asked about removal of the old surface mounted conduit and wiring.
Harlan asked about how the color palette was determined (from photos and scraping). The

column portion above the ceramic tile will be painted white. Consmler pruning shrubs along
the south elevation of the building also. : : Ay

ymmend approval, with
/s where necessary and
5 S if discoverable for

ACTION: M/S/C (Secoy Jensen / Kliendeinst) To e
recommendation (not a requirement) to reglaze badly putti indg
prune shrubs at stairs and south elevation. Review or: na bu:ldlné-
confirmation of ceramic tile wall panel on second floor, ‘

GENDA iTEM #6: Case SP-12-002 - Albertso

Joe Rosa of Certified Sig
He said his client would I%

o

I8 discussed the :% éﬁil that Kiﬁé

Qiscr rtsons has recently completed
=t q;gf@nal |dent|f|ca£0n on thebuilding.

Member Fredrick y . idr’ i ign would be seen from Vista
Chino. L i

.ACTION: M/S/C 4Harlan / Kleindienst 7-0) To deny the propgsed sign program

amendment as submitted. If a redesign is proposed, the applicant sheuld consider the
following:
1. Relocate sign above archway;
2. Reduce overall size of sign;
3. Provide line of site drawings;
4. Consider enhancing existing monument signs instead of adding another wall sign.




