
CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 

DATE: February 5, 2014 LEGISLATIVE 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED ORDINANCE AMENDING PALM SPRINGS MUNICIPAL 
CODE, SECTION 8.05.125, TO CHANGE FROM PRE-1945 TO PRE-
1969, THE AGE OF BUILDINGS ELIGIBLE FOR UP TO A SIX MONTH 
STAY OF DEMOLITION. 

FROM: David H. Ready, City Manager 

BY: M. Margo Wheeler, AICP, Director of Planning Services 

SUMMARY 

The Council will consider changes to the City's Municipal Code to change from pre-
1945 to pre-1969, the age of buildings eligible for up to a six month stay of demolition. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

1. Waive the reading of the ordinance text in its entirety and read by title only and 
introduce Ordinance No. , "AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PALM 
SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA, AMENDING SECTION 8.05.125 OF, AND ADDING 
SUBSECTION (c) TO SECTION 8.05.020 OF, THE PALM SPRINGS 
MUNICIPAL CODE, RELATING TO CLASS 3 HISTORIC 
STRUCTURES/SITES." 

2. Direct staff to solicit proposals for a city-wide survey of historic resources. 

PREVIOUS ACTIONS: 

On November 12, 2013, the Historic Site Preservation Board (HSPB) voted to 
unanimously support the change. 

On November 13, 2013, the matter was discussed at the Planning Commission I 
Historic Site Preservation Board joint workshop and received favorably. 

On December 4, 2013, the City Council instructed staff to return with further information 
regarding this matter. 

On January 15, 2014, the City Council instructed staff to return to the City Council with 
an ordinance to amend the Municipal Code. 
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City Council Staff Report 
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Case 5.1311 ZTA- PSMC 8.05.125 

STAFF ANALYSIS: 

The proposed text amendment to Chapter 8.05.125 of the Palm Springs Municipal Code 
(PSMC) would change the definition of Class 3 historic sites from buildings built prior to 
1945 to buildings built prior to 1969, in recognition of the importance of the collection of 
mid-century buildings that still exist, for which Palm Springs is becoming increasingly 
known. 

The section is also proposed to add language clarifying that only demolition applications 
that include "the ensemble of exterior and demising partitions of a building that enclose 
conditioned space" pursuant to the current CA Energy Code are affected. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

This modification to the municipal code does not constitute a "project" as defined by 
CEQA as an action of government that will not result in direct or indirect physical 
changes in the environment. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

No fiscal impact. 

Attachments: 
1. Draft Ordinance 

David H. Ready 
City Manager 

2. October 20, 2004 City Council staff report 
3. January 15, 2014 City Council staff report 
4. December 2, 2013 correspondence from PS Preservation Foundation 
5. December 4, 2013 correspondence from PS Modern Committee 
6. January 12, 2014 correspondence from Modernism Week 
7. January 14, 2014 correspondence from PS Modern Committee 
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ORDINANCE NO. __ _ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, 
CALIFORNIA, AMENDING SECTION 8.05.125 OF, AND 
ADDING SUBSECTION (c) TO SECTION 8.05.020 OF, 
THE PALM SPRINGS MUNICIPAL CODE, RELATING TO 
CLASS 3 HISTORIC STRUCTURES/SITES 

City Attorney's Summary 
Under the current provisions of the Palm Springs Municipal Code, 
Class 3 historic structures include all structures/sites constructed 
prior to 1945. This Ordinance will include all structures/sites 
constructed prior to 1969 as Class 3 historic structures. This 
Ordinance also defines the term "demolition." 

The City Council of the City of Palm Springs, California, ordains: 

Section 1. Subsection (c) is added to Section 8.05.020 of the Palm Springs Municipal 
Code to read: 

(c) Demolition. 
The term "demolition" means the total tearing down or destruction of the building 

envelope as described in the State Energy Code, as may be amended from time to 
time. 

Section 2. Section 8.05.125 of the Palm Springs Municipal Code is amended to read: 

Section 8.05.125 Created by Council 

The City Council may designate one or more historic sites or districts by following the 
procedures specified in this Chapter. Designations will be made by categorizing 
nominated sites and districts into one of the following classifications and such other 
categories as may be designated by resolution: 

Class 1. 
Structure/site qualified for city designation; may be qualified at the federal, state 

and/or county level. Archival file will be maintained. Structure/site may not be modified 
nor objects removed without the approval of the city council; usage may be limited by 
the City Council to the extent that it may impair the integrity of the site. Site will be 
plaqued. (Intended for use when the structure or site still exists as it did during the 
historical period or is restorable). 

Class 2. 
Site qualified for city designation; may be qualified at the federal, state and/or 

county level. Archival file will be maintained. Site is eligible for plaquing. (Intended for 
use when the site is not occupied by a modern structure or use which is different than 
that of the historical period or if structure is unusable, nonconforming, unrestorable, or 
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the like). 

Class 3. 

February 5, 2014 

Structure/site was constructed before 1969, or a year to be determined by the 
City Council, or construction date cannot be confirmed. Eligible for a six-month stay of 
demolition. Action of the HSPB may include recommendation to reclassify. All 
structures built prior to the subject date would be automatically so classified. 

Historic District. 
Qualified for city designation; may be qualified at the federal, state and/or county 

level. Archival file will be maintained and shall contain a map delineating contributing 
and noncontributing structures or sites. Contributing structures/sites shall be subject to 
Class 1 regulations until such time that they may be reclassified. Noncontributing 
structures/sites shall be subject to review by the. HSPB before demolition or 
construction. A specific plan, containing special regulations pertaining to the subject 
area, may be adopted for each district. 

Section 3: The Mayor shall sign and the City Clerk shall certify to the passage and 
adoption of this Ordinance and shall cause the same, or the summary thereof, to be 
published and posted pursuant to the provisions of law and this Ordinance shall take 
effect thirty (30) days after passage. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED this ___ day of ______ 2014. 

STEPHEN P. POUGNET, MAYOR 
ATTEST: 

JAMES THOMPSON, CITY CLERK 
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CERTIFICATION 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE ) ss. 
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS ) 

I, JAMES THOMPSON, City Clerk of the City of Palm Springs, California, 
do hereby certify that Ordinance No. __ is a full, true, and correct copy, and 
was introduced at a regular meeting of the Palm Springs City Council on 
____ and adopted at a regular meeting of the City Council held on 
____ by the following vote: 

AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 

James Thompson, City Clerk 
City of Palm Springs, California 
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DATE; October 20. 2004 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Director of Strategic Planning 

APPROVAL OF CITYWIDE HISTORIC RESOURCES SURVEY. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the City C<Junc1l approve by Minute Order the attached Citywide Historic Resources Survey 
presented to the Historic Site Preservation Board (HSPB) at their regular meeting on October 
12, 2004. 

SUMMARY 

The attached Citywide Historic Resources Survey represents the first formal survey of 200 
historic resources in the city and will assist staff and community in understanding the 
geographic dispersion of resources and aid in future planning and historic preservation efforts 
for the City. The HSPB, at its July 13, 2004 meeting, by a 641 vote, approved the survey. At 
their October 12, 2004 meeting, the HSPB further recommended that the survey be approved 
by the City C<Juncil and that It be formaUy submitted to the state Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO). 

The survey was a cooperative effort between Architectural Resources Group, HSPB, staff, the 
community, and interested parties._Tha survey is intended to be a database of historical_ 
resources In the ci and will be used for infoi'ITiational ur oses onl . Staff will continue to work 
with the Histone Site Preservation ard in developing recommendations from the survey 
results. Recommendations may indude a work program and public information program. The 
City already maintains a local register of designated Class 1 and Class 2 Historic Sites. 
According to SHPO, 20% of California cities have prepared focal historic surveys. 

BACKGROUND 

The scope of work lor the survey was developed by staff with Input from the Palm Springs 
Modern Committee and the Historic Site Preservation Soard (HSPB) with subsequent approval 
by City Council. City C<Juncil approved the Request For Proposals (RFF') on November 6, 2002 
and awarded the contract to Arohitectural Resources Group on July 16, 2003. A subsequent 
contract amendment was approved by City Co1.1ncil on February 4, 2004, in the amount of 
$7,04Q ror a second reconnaissance survey of obscured properties. 

The survey will serve as a long range planning tool in terms of Identifying historic resources for 
potential listing on local, State, and National Registers and the possible establishment of historic 
districts, if warranted. The survey meets the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for 
Preservation Planning, Identification, Evaluation, and Registration. The survey was conducted 
using California Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) Form !523A (Primary Record) and 
!5238 {Building, Structure, Object Record). 

06 



The Primary Record lists basic information about a historic property including a description of 
the resource and its major elements including design, materials, condition, and alterations. The 
Building, Structure, and Object [BSO) Record Is more detailed and includes items such as other 
related features, a construction history, and a statement of significance to analyze the integrity 
of the resource. The properties surveyed did not Include those sites already locally designated 
as Class 1 or Class 2 Historic S1tes. 

Staff has contacted SHPO regarding the Impacts on private property rights should the survey be 
submitted to the state. An update will be available at the meeting. Upon adoption of the survey, 
It will be submitted to lhe eastern Information Center at UC-Riverside so that it can be entered 
into the California Historical Resources File System. 

1. Citywide Historic Resources Survey (previously provided) 
2. Addendum to Citywide Historic Resources Survey - List of 200 Resources for which 

Primary Records were completed 
3. Minutes from HSPB Meeting of September 14, 2004. 
4. Minute Order 
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ADDENDUM 

Palm Springs Citywide Historic Resources Survey 2003 
Uut of 210 RuaurcO& fer whidl Primary Ret;ords were complctl!ld 

Date of 
Addl'tlt::l Circctlofl Bln!<!l APN Construction R:e$0urc~ Name 

D09 E4lO 53!i el seq. 
m ... 1 AleJo Road liOe e;,1 oo1-oa7 1966 Voila Alolo 

385 Alia Vosls Road 
~~~ 351 000: 

3 351 008 11l:l8 residence 
Palm Sprln!:J$ M::lln Pos' 

3:!3 Easl Amado Rood 503041 OIJ'l Office 9uildino 
Pllltn Sprtngs Chambor or 

190 w.m Am·~- 5~ 01!2 018 1957 Comm"""' Buoldorut_ 

28115 Anzo Ttal 510 140013 resldlilms::e 
Twit\ Pl!llmS 01Slfi<;L 

101(, £as! -Road ~11 03~013 1957 Contributor 
Twtn Palms Dasi.Ilc;t 

18~ South I A<L""00UII Dtl\'1! ~11 043 003 1957 Cr.;mtJiDulor 
Twm Poltn$ Oiatn01 

1828 Soulh A<il'OOOI!ll Dnvo 5~1 0~ 001 1957 Contnbutor 

17ru!-1844 SouLh AlllbY Ort\'f 510 070 OOHl31 Park South Condominiums 
:Z00..29$, 
201·299 eaat Arema Rood ... arious Commercial Block 

•• g E88l Arenas Roao' SOB 0136 002 Ro'llll &mnos Aoa~menla 
1947/1983 (lind 

2ll0 west Atenos Rood 513142 003 story ad<~J~oonl 5haooHolol 

l!70 wast Arer1os Roao 513 141 Q11 1947 The Hideaway 

400 WMl Aron~$ Road 513 •ro ooz.ooa The ~our Hundred 

529 WeSI A~e1101o Road 513132011 1920s Arenas Gareien$ Hotel 

928 Norito Avenfda Palrnss 507 154 001 1929-30 Carv Gram R""lden<a 

953 North Avenlda Pt.~lmas 507164 000 tllil!!iSfdeflcc 

4&1 Ea!ilt Avenlda Palm"ra soa=oo1 1953 resldenr..e 
Av!an1d" Palos 

946 Nodh VtrLies 5rr7163 013 11132 ,,,.idenoe 
Avenida Palos: 

976 Nonh Verdes 507 154 004 194i resldooce 
A'.'enld;;a Palos 

a28 Verdes 507163 006 .-et.1dence 
Av~:nid'a P.ak:t& 

996 Verdes £;07154001 1933-1944 R!:sidence 

1900 East BilnWRoild 508100 024 Plaza RacquOl CJub 

225 WIISI e~ooco Road 513202 002 1947 Del Mareos Hotel 

701 Was I Bo/ISIO Read sus 094 1931/1S4T Pelm SptiMgs Tennis Club 

301 NQ_~h Bolo~ Road 51~070009 010 1927 o·oonnell Golf Co.ors~ 
The Cklfstel'i - Llbe1"21CB 

501 Norfl B!i!liJr<IO Roael 505 323 001 1930 CoMD<!U~~ 

City of Palm Spnnga 
Dopanment o1 Stralogoo PlaMing 
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ADDENDUM 

Palm Springs Citywide Historic Resources su.vey 2003 
List of 200 Resources for whleh Primary Records~ c-ompleted 

Oo!C<>t 
Ad<i-cso Oil'@odlon Street APN Con1vu:t1on Reaautae ~ 

150 Soulh B111I1TdO Road 513143 OOi 1925 Oas1.; Hotel 
~13162 014 

261 SQUth Belardc Road 51~ 1~2019 1934 Orllhid Tree Hotel 

339 Soulh Betar~o Ro&<j ~1H02000 1930s LB Serena VIllas 

415 south Belordo Road 513 212 004 193lls Estrella lrm 
Hugh M. and Rosemary 

1$97 East Boldlog Onve 5()2 032 003 195Q Kol)lur Resldonce 

2290 Soulh BiMaoa Avenue 510 210 012 1925 residence 
euenaV1sta Bob & Ooloros Hope 

1014 Drive 507 221 010 19~6 RIB&I<Ience 

&.41 NQrth C3huilla Road 5052111008 19.10 Doto!hv Hoover House 

141 South CahurlaRood 613 141 005 1i-38 Frances Wintat Home 

175 SO<ilh Cahurlla Road 513141 010 CaoaCooly 

Palm Spring& Womet\ ~ 
314 South CahuW~ Road 5~202001 1940 Cl"b 

430 South Cahu1lla Road 513 212 002 1946 The ColoAv Al>ortmenlo 

524 South CalleAlo 50812:<! 000 1935 Lu .. loT•v~rRosJdeneo 

552-556 South Call• Aio 506122 006 1Q~1931l ""'!donee 

1275 South Coila Oa Mano 508403 003 1955 teSII:IItnC. 

553-557 South cane EndUa Oll_S 122 015 19!7 rMidence 

528 south Calle Palo F•erro 508 141 002 1935 Gnmm Hoose 

545 So"lh Calle Palo F1erro ~OS 1~, 016 1928 residence 

1311 East cam.no Am~pQI 508 234 00~ 1948 Lvnbn>OI< ADattment• 

1357 l'.aol Cmmo Amaoola 508 234 ODJ Mldono. 
camino Bl.lel\a 

2U_ West Vlsla G13 400 004 resideriCC 

Cem1no Mr & Mrs. JOilnny Meroer 
282 Weo1 ClrtnehtJ 513 400 024 1ea1 Residence 

1415 Norl.l'l C~m1no Centro 50S 192 008 1963-64 res• den_~ 

1145 Cam1no M1rasol 505 231 006 1920s 'White Titos• 

1184 Cllmlno Mltasol oos 202 o1s residence 

19!15 SOtJih Camtno Monte 513 41(] 001 1930 Sh1G of tn• oesert 

3BS Camino Norte: ODS 174 018 resldenca 

425 C;mmo N<>rte 505 174 015 1952 l'!eSit:IE!I'Kle 

2684 North Cardillo Avenue !!(14 072 011 195a Ct1uck Coffman House-

c.y o1 Palm Sprtngo 
Depa~m<lll of S1r!!lelllc Planning 
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AOOENDUM 

Palm Springs Citywide Hlstolie Re5011rces Survey 2003 
U.t otaGo lies"""'"" for whloh Primary Rce<>nl• were CORIJIIelod 

pate of 

Addllii!A Dnation Slreet APN Consrruetion Resour'a! Name 

Cnlno canyon 
B<O We!5t R~ 604211003 ~idence 

444 West Chino Dnve 505 311 OOB re;i~eoce 

1011 w .. r C.elo Dr"rve 504 201 024 1955 residence 

1021 Wem. Clelo Drive 50~ 201 027 1961-89 Max PaAevakv Restdenc;;e 

161-10~ SOull> Clw.: Onve 502 220 001-()10 Offl"" ComO)ex 
Desert Paln'lS 1947!1B90s 

1950 East Dnile 602 033 011 (alletatoons) H-ouse o( Tomorrow 

1323 South Onftwood Drive ~08 402 005 1950 HOlden Resrdenoo 

175 Ent EJ Alomello w.i 2SS 012 1936 J-tarlow Heaven 

1011 •••t ~IAiomoda 51l7 233 001 _l.ml M"-' Adobo 

102G East EIAiomeda 507 233 002 1935 rY:SJdMCli 

1052 Eo$1 EJ Alomeda 507 231 004 1937 resadQnoe 

1385 """' EIAiamoda 507 253 005 Frc;~nces Leden:r Residence 

210 Wool El Cam11o Wav 513 374 009 1945 residence 
Palm SO'ings Unorred 

3:13 Solllh Farrell 0rrvG 502230003 SChool ~ct Buddmo 

155 W~st HerTIIOUI Place §!15 263 OIHI 1946 The Vdla Hem>Q .. 

334 W..t Heomos<~ pr.o;._ 505 252 011 192EI~HI30 SCymour L.l'IZ« 

4.12 w~sl Hl1{l"nQ$a Piece 505 252028 Dinah Shore Re..:foflce 
rndtan canyon 

10() North Driv<> 508~003 1SS:i-11W9 ~a119te1 
Indian Conyoo 

11g Norlh Crt.e 513 092 004 1945 CoiTIIJlerc:•at BuiJ;fing 
rndlan Canyon 

m North Or(VIit 508 041 008 Commett;~al Build\JM't 
lnd,.;;,;:nyon SOB 0~1 021, DowntQwn Shelr Company 

300 NMh 5()8 031 014 1950 Ge' StaliOil 
lnd1an: CanYQn 

311 North D<IVc 513 OS! 0!1 11140 -~~nouno_l!.uo Sta11on 
Indian C.nyon 

41j4-452 Nonll Drlve 50S 031 001 10~0 Comme10tal Bu~dono 
lnd.an Canyon 

572 North Dnve !lOT 195 018 The Pahno at Palm Sorioos 
Jr'ldian Cunyo.; 

-6<10 Nortf1 Olive 501183 006 Soanu&h Inn 
Jndian Canyon 

_E6 NOil!1 Dn110 507 181 010 1936 llle Mov.• Colony HOtel 
lndrlrl Canyon 

783 NoM Ome 505 260 010 C55a Palmeras 
lnl;tian Canyon 

1305 - Drive 505 164012 1 ~2ll ro~<llllce 

1 """" C..nygn 
1480 Nonh Drive J!9.7 024 015 1948 casa de Camor2_ 

l~dlon Canyoo 504 04D 031 :!~).& 133 1934/1945&1111!00 
27q_ r-!Otlh Ofiv• OC1 OCI2,U04 311 ~ laddlbonol Racouet Club 

Col)" of Palm Sp""''s 
Department of Slrat~ic Pionrung 
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ADDENDUM 

Palm Springs Citywide Historic Resources Survey 2003 
li$t of 200 Resoun;~ for whk;h Primary R~cor'ds ~rc comph!ted 

Date ol 

Address Direction Stroot AI'N Construction Resoun:.o Nam~t 

lnd1Dn Canyon 
100 South Orive 600 061 002 1960 Wol""'s Plaza 

Indian Canyon 
440-400 SO!lth Drlvo 508 OIM 01~ ·~ Commercial SulldJr~g_ 

Indian canyon 
~00 Sou ill Drive 508121 001 1958 SecuhiY FirSt National Sank 

2027 Jacoue.;. Onve Silt 142 003 resu:lcnt:" 

~Q1 La Jolla Rood ~11 064 005 1957 
Twl~~ Dis~ICI 

lrfbulor 
Twt~ Palme Oistncl 

1027 La JOlla Road 511034005 1957 conrrt~~~<tor 

Twtn Palms 01stnct 
1CI81 L• Jola Rood 511 034 002 195/ Contributor 

1300 LaVemeWsv none 1971 Fire Stollen No. 4 

1350 ladera C1rc1G 5~2011 012 1952 Housa orromorrow 

590 West Linda V<Sto Onve 513 1g3 014 residence 

591 West Uncia V1sta Onve 513193 026 Cas-a de suenos 

650 West Lindo V<Sia Drlvo 513193 018 residence 

~D< Ealilt ~rAvenua 507 081 0(]3 1937 lli!Sidence 
Merito Mmor & Merito 

183-193 W•l'l Mento Place 505 302 012.013 191l05 Place 

300 W.J15( Ma.-_110 Place 505 293 005 Villa -Seccn.a Residence 

1007 South Mesa Dnve 513 390 031 1933 r"esldence 

131 ~·st Mmonao Road .'!Cl8 302 027 1940.1954 residM~ 

1411 E11SI Morg[IQO Rood GOB 301 022 19~E Joco.ba Rq!denco 

_nla nla n!a rva 19M reml:!llee 

133 e:asl I Ckolollo A""nuo ~OS 301 002 1932 I'Q!Ildem:e 

140 E.ost I Oootillo AYGn..o 508 292 on resldono• 
Wrlli1m Gray Pur~:ell 

262 e .. t ~otiiJo A\'enue !08 m o13 1933 R=d.noe 

6<!6 Sou ill Oleander Road BOO 094 001 IVeterinaiV Medical 6utldtr>D 

228 Wool o .... lookRDa<i 513 372013 1926-1926 residence 

324 Wool Ovar1aok~d 513 ~· 012 19301 residence 

318 Wool Poblo om, 513 201 004 1964 rnsldE!nee 

~~0 Wesl P.,lHdes DtJve 513 110 043 1945-llO n:~1d'enoo 

~ Wost Palisades Onve- 513 11Q 044 1SIS9 Ruosetl HOLlO 

Plll~on 1963-64!2000 Caicnfa l~"gJ~iQS Hotel and 
411 east _Mj 060 006 (re,.,...lonJ Restaunmt 

Pstmcanyo" 
1050 """' Dnvc 508432 019 111l12 L 'HOn;Qn Gal<lon Hotel 

City of Palm Splinp 
DO(l8t!monl of S~amg<C P!onmflll 
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AOOENDUM 

Palm Springs Citywide Hlstorie R•oun:es Storvey 2003 
Ust of 20IJ R11muron for which Primary Rccotds Wl!l"e completed 

Ltatcof 
Address Dlroctlon Street APN COil.5tructlon Re5-Qurcc Name 

P$1m Conyon 
1111 Ellit Orive 511 035 128 1956 Qootlllo loaga_ 

Palm Can~on 
174 North Dtl'llll! 513 092 010 1948 Tt>o Town & OJuntrv Centor 

Palm Ganyon 
288 Nolth Drivo 613 091 015 1930s Commorti•LaiPidino 

Pelm Ca~nyon 
401-407 North """" ~13 0112013 11145 Col'llrTlercial Bu1tllno 

Palm Canycn 
4110-477 North Drive 513 082 03~ 1935·11140 Casa de- Bella~ Artes 

P11lm Ganyon 
'Jtl1 North Orive 51lS 302 006 1945 V1l1a Sgleil Apartmet.l!~ 

Palm Canyon How.::~rd la~111 Office 
688 No<lh Dnvo oos JOO 012 Blllldot~~ 

F'alm CanY"" 
687 North on .. 505 302 027 11M7 D-.lnard Building 

Palm Canyon 
786 NoM Dnvc ;{)5 266 002 1934 Kothe<•S<lll\SO<t 8 uildino 

Palm C.'l}'on "'NG:W Wof\'d M~rketpl.t~ce' 
8'1$ Norih o.!ve 505 283010 19-50 Building -

Palm Canyon 
I ~amera ExcllOnge Building 879 North Dllve ~05283012 1947 

Palm CanYQn 
891-1199 NoM Drive 505283013 1903 Nichol:~> n Bl.lildfng 

Palm Cilln)'Cin 
1000 North DriiLe 505 253006 ,947 PO\tor Clime Building 

PomConvon 
1081-1087 Nortl1 Drive ~05 281 00!1 1946 Seel:mrQ l:huldu1~ 

Palm Canyon Palm Spnng•i.iquors 
1200 NoM Dnvo 505 243 004 8ualdlnQ 

f!larm Canyon 
1345 North Drive 505 211 013 1ij58 Hamiel Hick.s R.e.al Eslalto 

Palm Canyon 
1<88-1490 Nor1h Dnve 51l5 184 002 003 Montan~ Pia:::.-

Polm Cenyon Las Palmas l1qoors 
1595 North o .... 505185 010 (Gorma" "'"'•· liQuor) 

PC11m canyon WiUiams Office Bwldi1'19 
1701 Norfl Cnve !!04!10 015 (lo..,..rl,-Con"• Drug•) 

Palm C.olnyoh 
2m North Drive 5()4 242 008 1945 Desert Inn VoillO< Center 

Palm Canyon Wollham Cody Sholl 
27!16 NOI1h Dto.., 504 0111 001 tOO< ccm .. nv Gas Slahon 

Palm canyon 
101-121 South Dtovo 513143 009 oas•• CommarcfoJ B.ullld•Qg 

Palm Canyon 
191 SC<Ilh Drfllo 513143006 Adaaio Gellotlo$ B"ild!lg_ 

PolmCo~n Wessman Developmenl 
300 South Drove 513204 005 Comoanv ll<Joldo"ll_ 

Palm CMyon 
333-343 South CriVtl 513203 013 1953 TheAiey 

PoJm Canyon 
383 Soulh OrNe 613 203 OOG 19~6 Cornrnc:::rCJal 6uilcf!!!ll_ 

Plllm Con~on 
45a-4134 Sooth Onve 513 214 005 1~ Commen:ia/ Buildlno 

PolmC<>~n 
499 Sooth Drivo 513 213 005 1960 Washlnoton Mutuol 

Pam Canyon 
588 Soulh Dr1\le 513 280 004 10011 Ban> of Amefioa 

Parmccmyon Mocnen Gard•nt •nd 
1735 South Drive ~13 376 010 RHidonee 

City or Palm Sprtngs 
Depor!mont o1 Strologio Plilnnillg 
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ADDENDUM 

Palm Springs Citywide Historic Resources $ijrvey 2VVS 
List of 200 Rl!sourczes for whld'l Primary Records 'NC'I'C completed 

D..., of 

Address Oltectl011 51rc<>t APN Construction RciOUI"Ce Name 

Palm Canyon 
1757 Soolll Dn•e 6!3376018 1940 residence 

Palm canyon Royall-lewal1an Estates 
1774 South Dt""' 511 070 001·041 1960• CoMom~mums 

711 Wat Panorama RA>Il<l eo4 213 006 Edna Root Rt:!sidenc:e 
PateoEl 

1200 East Mirador 507 520 023 1939 <esodem:e 

591 North Patenc10 Road ~06 312 004 1937 residence 

99~ North Patonclo Road 505 251 005 1957·!959 J J. Roblllsoo HoliS9 

257 $1'\'lh Patenclo Road 513132 005 1G24 Korakla Pen$10n"= 

611 North Phillics Road 507 2ll1 000 1962 Ab""""hy House 
Racquet Club 

590 East Rood ®1 590009 1Q64 Rre. Slabon No 3 
51 Thereoa•o C.lllolrc 

2800 East Ramon Road ~02 240 008.010 1968 Church 

700 West Ramon ttoad 513 550 005 Rose Cotlaoe 
Frrs1 Chun:ll ol Chri<t 

60S Soulh Rrvlll"SidoDnve ~00 191 015 1951).~7 SclentJst 
San Loranm 

~$ em_ ~·ad 508192 022 Tr1anate Inn 
S8Win Lake5 Condol"'"'•n•um~ 11nd CoiJ"''try 

4100 O~vo 681 020 006 1964 Club 

787 EoSI .SonOIQ Road SOB 362 001 1947 _l,!Nin House 

2000 block SoU1hrrdoe lln'lo 681 060 001-062 R1mcresr: C~otnlnlums 

2\7S SouthridQe Drive 610 250 031 19etl Al'tl'lllt' Elrvd Restd'enoe 
Ori9inally Goldberg ~amuy 

2340 SoulhndQ6 Olive 510 2.!50 OO!S 1967 Rasidenco 

2999 Southridoe Drive 010 280 020 1078 "La Poedro 

2400 SOuthtldtJe Dr(ve 510 260 023 1979 Bob~ Roordenco 

591 WeSI stevens Ro111d SOli 171 001 residence 

211 North sunrise Way S08 070016 11170 Tho GDI Co"""'ny aulldlng 

1800 south sunnsew.v vanous 1927- !imOke Tree R:mch 

'01"'1113 East 
Tohq~~•n)IOn 

SOB 082 003 1960 NOlA C<>mmeccial Bu~dlno 
T•h<!Vili< CMyoo Jane Augustir'le Pat.noJo 

109S Eoot W.v 50B 100 034 CctnQIOt> 
Tohqu112:: Canycn 

2244 Eas1 Ww 502 085 001-014 19W O<>er!Hony. 
Tahqul~ C:~nyon 

..29.05 ,.. .. W~'l ~02 220 01~ Prutlenlial Bllllcf,!"'g_ 
TlllhqiJltz Canyon l'tlvtrsldo County 

3235 Eo>l Vlay SQ2 210 017 190~ Colll'thOt&!! - P S 8ranch 
TohqUoll: Can)"O'l P.arm Springs lnremQI:ional 

3400 Eost Wav 677 270011>030 1986 Airoort 

137 Sou II\ Tohaullz Or!ve ~!U201n0 11111; Frn~no liQI'H 

C11)' of Palm Sprif!!S 
Doportmerl of S1rolegic Plannng 
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ADDENDUM 

Palm Springs Citywide Hlstcric Resources Survey 2003 
list of :!CO Resources for which Pr'imilry Records YMYe com~etcd 

Date gJ 

Ad dross D~tcticn Street APN CoostructiOll ltesoul'ce Name 

139 Soulh Taht~u•~ Onvo 513 120011 1937 VtlaAmail• 

141 .Solllh TahouiiZ o~ •• s1• 120 013 11l2ll 

143 South TahOUilt Dn"'e 513 120 015 1930 0 SuiiYan R9s«Jenee 

147 soul!> TahQultz Drivo 013 120 016 1m_ Ctocter 1-fQuse 
origmaly Pullman Family 

1320 Taman5k !Wad 507 2~a ooa ReSKia:nce 

643 Soulh Thomh~ Road 008 220 008 Tnornn~l Aualmcn~> 

Twin P.alms Twin Palms O•stnct 
10~ e ... Onv• 511 002 011 1957 Contributor 

Twm P;lm!i Twm Palms District 
1025 e .. t Drrro ~11 032 010 1957 Conlnbulor 

TwfnPatms T'IM'n Palms Dttdncl 
1087 ii..t Dr1\0'~ 511 032 008 1957 Conirlbutor 

481 East Varmonte Norte aor 1as oo7 1V37-1944 

1272 East Verbena On .. S07 253 009 1964 Donald W~ler Residence 

280 West VeredaSIX S00221 011 resJdent;e 

321 West Vercda Sur 505 202 007 residence 

11% East VIa Colusa 007 274 003 1946 res.<~ence 

(orrner clubhouse fm- tha El 
1220 NOrth V1aDonn.o 507 510 033 1na M.tador Golf Cl.lb 

057 North Vl& M11"i1Jeste 50? 186 001 1930 Jnvei'T'IIda 

2555 North V1aMire~ 501 590 007 1060-1970 FranCQS: CI'Qcker Ltbrarv 

1123 Nortll Via M<>nto Vista 505 094 002 1958 rnidenca 

_lll9~ Norlh Vlo Monte Visfll 505 064 001 f'GfOidence 
Raymond Cleo Middle 

1011 E~ Vista 01Jno W7100031 Scllool 

424 West v,.~;o Chin<> ~04 292 010 1951-19~ MavHoute 

1194 NOrlh Vlsl<l vescoro !!06 094 007 ro!lldonce 
Wai'M s,nda 

555 SOli Ill Drive 50S 213 001 w.,. Sond• VIlla• 
Smoko Tr-e.:! R:~mch 

Rock 2I2L 510 104 007 193< Resid0AC9 

• 

0.1y ol Pllm Spring• 
Dopartm..,t of Strategtc Ptann.ng 
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CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT 
DATE: January 15, 2014 UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

SUBJECT: CONSIDERATION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE PALM SPRINGS 
MUNICIPAL CODE (SECTION 8.05 "HISTORIC PRESERVATION") TO 
CHANGE THE AGE OF BUILDINGS ELIGIBLE FOR A SIX-MONTH 
STAY OF DEMOLITION FROM PRE-1945 TO PRE-1969 (CASE 5.1311). 

FROM: David H. Ready, City Manager 

BY: Margo Wheeler, AICP, Director of Planning Services 

SUMMARY 

At its meeting of December 4, 2013, the City Council requested a discussion item be 
placed on a meeting agenda and requested additional information from staff which is 
included herein. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and give staff direction. 

PREVIOUS ACTIONS: 

discussion. 

STAFF ANALYSIS: 

As explained at the December 4, 2013 City Council meeting, the proposed text 
amendment to Chapter 8.05.125 of the Palm Springs Municipal Code (PSMC) would 
change the definition of Class 3 historic sites from buildings built prior to 1945 to 
buildings built prior to 1969, in recognition of the importance of the collection of mid­
century buildings that still exist, for which Palm Springs is becoming increasingly known. 
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City Council Staff Report 
Case 5.1311 Municipal Code Text Amendment Section 8.05 Class 3 historic sites 
January 15, 2014 

Page 2 of3 

The council asked for clarification of the status of the 200 properties listed in the 2004 
Citywide Historic Resources Survey, commissioned by Architectural Resources Group, 
Inc (ARG) and clarification on what constitutes a demolition action that would trigger 
HSPB review of Class 3 sites. 

The 2004 Historic Resources Survey. 
As noted in the attached October 20, 2004 City Council staff report, the 2004 ARG 
survey was intended to be the foundation of a citywide database of historic resources in 
Palm Springs and " ... is used for informational pU!poses only."1 Two hundred buildings 
were identified, although many more historically significant sites exist in the City2

. For 
example, recently almost ninety (90) buildings designed by architect Hugh Kaptur were 
discovered in the Desert Park Estates neighborhood alone. The Planning Department 
also has historic resource data from previous surveys conducted in 1983, 1987 and 
2001 that are being consolidated into one comprehensive historic resource database as 
time permits. Currently the City's Comprehensive Historic Resource Database includes 
over 700 properties. 

The buildings listed in the 2004 ARG survey and the City's Comprehensive Historic 
Resource Database have no special status and are not subject to HSPB review prior to 
approval of demolition requests3

• Currently, demolition requests on any building built 
after 1945 are ministerial actions approved at staff level. Staff has no legal authority to 
apply formal consideration to a historic building's significance or importance. 

Conducting additional formal citywide historic resource reconnaissance surveys could 
be commissioned by seeking proposals from professional services consultants. Such 
action would increase the City's awareness of its stock of historic buildings; however, 
this action alone will not prevent demolition or loss of historically significant buildings or 
sites from the mid-century period. Considerable time and cost would need to be outlaid 
in order to contract for such a task. 

Demolition actions subject to HSPB review. 
The Council also questioned what constitutes "demolition" with respect to this code 
section: Currently the Historic Preservation Ordinance does not provide a definition' of 
"demolition' subject to HSPB review for Class 3 structures. Since the Historic 
Preservation ordinance generally limits HSPB actions and review on private structures 
to "exterior features only", staff believes it is appropriate to clarify "demolition of Class 3 
sites" using the Building & Safety Departments' definition of "Building Envelope" as 
defined in the 2013 California Energy Code, that is "the ensemble of exterior and 
demising partitions of a building that enclose conditioned space". Therefore only those 

' The survey was commissioned as a condition of approval for case 5.0827, 'The Plaza at Sunrise•, a 
shopping center development at the northwest comer of Ramon Road and Sunrise Way that caused 
the demolition of a shopping center designed by architect Albert Frey in the 1950's. 

2 The survey was capped at 200 buildings because that was the number af sites that could be surveyed 
and recorded within the ARG contract allowance of $50,000. 

' The only exceptions are buildings listed in the survey bui~ prior to 1945; the current cut-off date for 
Class 3 s~es, which DO recuire HSPB review before issuance of a demolition permit). 



City Council Staff Report 
Case 5.1311 Municipal Code Text Amendment Section 8.05 Class 3 historic sites 
January 15, 2014 

Page 3 of3 

applications that entail demolition of the entire building envelope would be subject to 
HSPB review. All interior changes, additions and other modifications to pre-1969 
structures would be unaffected by this proposaL 

Staff and the HSPB need to act promptly when such cases come before them for 
consideration. Therefore, upon receipt of a demolition application on a Class 3 site, 
staff will immediately conduct preliminary research and if the need arises, will call a 
special meeting of the HSPB. The HSPB also discussed a possible standing 
subcommittee to expedite the review of demolition applications on Class 3 sites. 

The Building & Safety Department processes on average five (5) demolition permits 
annually4

. Thus the potential increase in workload for staff and HSPB imposed by this 
proposed amendment would be negligible. 

Cultural and Architectural Tourism continues to be an increasing segment of the tourist 
market for Palm Springs. In recent years, international awareness of the "Palm Springs 
Brand" has increasingly been built upon the City's unique concentration of 'mid-century 
modern" architecture (generally defined as the period from 1945 to 1969). This 
economic driver is most easily measured in attendance at "Modernism Week", which 
has enjoyed over a fourfold increase since 2009.5 

The proposed text amendment will not prevent the buildings from this period from being 
demolished, but it will at least allow a more deliberate review of such requests. 

Staff to return with a draft ordinance incorporating the proposed amendment for City 
Council consideration up n direction. 

~~~ 
David H. ReadY 
City Manager 

Attachments: 
1. City Council minutes excerpt dated December 4, 2013. 
2. City Council Staff Report dated October 20. 2004 approving the 2004 survey 
3. City Council Staff Report dated November 6, 2002, noting the condition of approval on 

Case 5.0827 requiring the funding of a historic resources survey. 
4. Public Correspondence. 

' Full demolition of structures. 
' In 2009 approximately 9,300 persons attended Modernism Week. In 2013 Modernism Week drew over 

40,000 visitors. (Source: Modernism Week Board of Directors). Anecdotal information from a local 
restaurateur was that the increase in business during Modernism Week is comparable to that which 
occurs during the week of the Palm Springs International Film Festival. It is likely that this increase also 
translates into additional hotel stays and added revenue from Transient Occupancy Tax. 
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2. City Council Staff Report dated October 20, 2004 approving the 2004 survey 

Page4 of4 

3. City Council Staff Report dated November 6, 2002, noting the condition of approval on 
Case 5.0827 requiring the funding of a historic resources survey. 

4. Public Correspondence. 
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December 2, 2013 

PALM SPRINGS 
PRESERVATION 
FOUNDATION 

The Honorable Steve Pougnet, Mayor of Palm Springs 
City of Palm Springs 
3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way 
Palm Springs, CA 92262 

Dear Mayor Pougnet, 

Subject: Historic Site Preservation Board (HSPB) Recommendation (Item 2H) 

Regarding item 2H on the city council's December 4, 2013 agenda, we strongly and 
enthusiastically support the HSPB's recommendation to update PSMC Chapter 8.05 to 

· expand the definition of Class 3 sites to include those built before 1969. This change will 
allow the HSPB, and the community, to be more fully informed of any proposed building 
demolitions. 

We fully concur with the city staff's assessment that "Many of the City's signature mid­
century buildings were built between 1945 and 1968." Just last year a 1962 Palm Springs 
residence (Steel Development House #2) was placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. Hence, we would encourage the city council to make the logical, and forward­
leaning, decision to expand the definition of Class 3 sites to include those built before 
1969. 

/' 
./ 

...-··· 
•' 

Erik Rosenow 
President 

cc: councilmembers Foat. Mills, Hutcheson and Lewin 

1775 Ea.stPalm Canyon Drive, Suit~ 110...19:5. PH.lm Springs. CA 92164 
(760) 837-7117 • info@pspreservationfoundation.org • www.pspreservationfoundalion.org 
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CITY Cl F''' 

PALM SPRINGS MODERN COMMITTEE 

4 December, 2013 

The Honorable Steve Pougnet, Mayor of Palm Springs 
City afPalm Springs 
3200 East Taquitz Canyon Way 
Palm Springs, CA 92262 

Dear Mayor Pougnet, 

I am writing you today to heartily endorse item 2H on the council Agenda for this 
evening. We at the Palm Springs Modern Committee realize that there are many 
important and architecturally significant buildings that were designed and constructed 
after 1960. In as much as a significant contributor to the city's tourist revenue is derived 
from architecture and design driven visitors and given that it is an important goal of ours 
to protect and pass on our cultural heritage via architecture, the P aim Springs Modem 
Committee recommends that you adopt this time extension to afford the same degree of 
protection and review to building done between 1960 and 1969 as those created between 
1945 and 1960. 

Sincerely, 

Chris Menrad 
President 
Palm Springs Modem Committee 

P. 0. Box 4738, Palm Springs, CA 92263 
PSMODCOM.ORG 
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January 12, 2014 

m w 
. modernism week· 

RECEIVED 

JAN 1 4 1014 

PLANNit-Ji:, :,;,.':,~VICES 
DEp,:,p·' ~;lENT 

Mr. Steve Pougnet, Mayor 
City of Palm Springs 
3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way 
Palm Springs, CA 92262 

RE: PSMC Chapter 8.05 

Dear Mayor Pougnet 

The Board of Directors of Modernism Week has voted to support The City of 
Palm Springs Historic Site Preservation Board's recommendation to amend and 
update PSMC Chapter 8.05. 

As an organization that celebrates the architectural heritage of Palm Springs, 
Modernism Week agrees that the additional oversight for architecturally 
significant mid-century buildings is important. 

Modernism Week 2014 is poised to break attendance records again, with 
enthusiasts from all around the world coming to see and celebrate the important 
treasury of architecture we are so fortunate to have. The economic benefit to the 
City from Modernism Week continues to grow and this amendment is critical to 
the continued success of Modernism Week and the City of Palm Springs. 

Please vote in favor of this amendment. 

Sincerely, 

Cc Modernism Week Board of Directors 
Lisa Vossler Smith, Executive Director, Modernism W/k 
David Ready, City Manager 
Margo Wheeler, AICP, Director of Planning Services 

L .. H·-• S"""'-1- +-o ~'!¥~ CMNl<d~""'•~~-<-- 1'\-f'U!~I/ 

P.O. Sox 5001 falm Springs, CA 92263 modemlsm~9k_r.om ?' .... J. 



14 January, 2014 

The Honorable Steve Pougnet, Mayor of Palm Springs 
City of Palm Springs 
3200 East Taquitz Canyon Way 
Palm Springs, CA 92262 

Dear Mayor Pougnet, 

I am writing you today to heartily endorse item 4A on the council Agenda for January 
15th. We at the Palm Springs Modern Committee realize that there are many important 
and architecturally significant buildings that were designed and constructed after 1960. 
In as much as a significant contributor to the city's tourist revenue is derived from 
architecture and design driven visitors and given that it is an important goal of ours to 
protect and pass on our cultural heritage via our special architecture, the Palm Springs 
Modern Committee recommends that you adopt this time extension to afford the same 
degree of protection and review to buildings done between 1960 and !969 as those 
created between 1945 and 1960. 
Also on the agenda is item lD, which would establish an exemption for class one historic 
sites with respect to parking requirements for new uses. The board of the Palm Springs 
Modern Committee also heartily endorses this important item. Class One Historic 
structures are, by their nature and age, challenged to meet today' s codes. We strongly 
believe that relieffrom the parking requirement for these important buildings will help 
make them more attractive to developers and owners by helping to overcome some of the 
difficulties that these structures can present when being renovated and repurposed for 
todays use. 

15'1~g 
Chris Menrad "'-... 
President 
Palm Springs Modem Committee 

P. 0. Box4738, Palm Springs, CA 92263 
PSMODCOM.ORG 
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