CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA

MINUTES EXCERPTS

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 4, 2009

1.A. LA SERENA VILLAS DESIGNATION OF THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 339
SOUTH BELARDO ROAD AN HISTORIC SITE CASE HSPB-69:

Councilmember Foat requested a status report on the landscaping issues and
CUP compliance.

ACTION: 1) Continue the Public Hearing to April 15, 2009, with no public
testimony at this time; and 2) Direct the City Clerk to post a Notice of Continued
Public Hearing., Motion Mayor Pro Tem Mills, seconded by Councilmember
Hutcheson and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 17, 2008

1.8. LA SERENA VILLAS, AN APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION OF PROPERTY
LOCATED AT 339 SOUTH BELARDO ROAD AS A HISTORIC SITE, CASE
HSPB-69:

Craig Ewing, Director of Planning Services, provided background information as
outlined in the staff report dated December 17, 2008.

Councilmember Foat requested staff address the author of the letter on page 62
of the report, and requested staff address the relationships of the owners.

Mayor Pougnet opened the public hearing, and the following speakers addressed
the City Council.

MICHAEL GONZALES, representing owners, explained the ownership and the
entities owning the property, stated the findings are insufficient to designate the
property as a Class 1, and stated the owners support to terminate the historic
proceedings.

SHELLY SAUNDERS, Palm Springs, stated her support for the City Council to
designate the property as a Class 2 site.

RON MARSHALL, stated the designation of a Class 2 site does not provide any
protection for demolition, commented on the staff recommendation to the City
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Council and the Historic Site Preservation Board, and stated his support for a
Class 1 designation.

SIDNEY WILLIAMS, Historic Site Preservation Board, commented on the
condition of the property, the requirements in the Code for Class 1 designation,
stated the property could be restored and the density and scale would be
restored.

FRANK TYSEN, spoke in support of a Class 1 designation, and stated the
property can be restored.

No further speakers coming forward, the public hearing was closed.

Councilmember Foat commented on the condition of the property in 2004, stated
the current owners were responsible for the current condition of the property,
stated her support for a Class 1 designation, and requested staff address how
the City can delay the demolition to allow parties to negotiate a possible sale.

Councilmember Weigel questioned if a Class 1 designation would require the
restoration of the site, provided the background of the City Council's discussion
and proceedings six months ago, and stated his support for a Class 2
designation.

Counciimember Hutcheson questioned if the property was in negotiation for sale
or transfer and the future of the properly, commented on the value to the
neighborhood and the condition of the property, recommended the owner seek
an offer to sell the property, and stated he is not in support of the demalition of
the property at this time. |

Mayor Pougnet requested staff address if the property was designated as a
Class 2, could the City prohibit the demolition of the property.

Mayor Pro Tem Mills stated he is not opposed to a 45-day stay, but the City
Council needs to deal with the issue, commented on the current condition of the
property, and the history and background of the site.

ACTION: 1) Continue the Public Hearing to February 4, 2009; 2) Direct the City
Clerk to Post a Notice of Continued Public Hearing; 3) Approve the Agreement to
Extend Time for Action on Case No. HSPB-69, amending the Agreement to
provide for the extension of time to February 5, 2009; and 4) Authorize the City
Manager to execute the Agreement. A5771. Motion Councilmember Foat,
seconded by Councilmember Hutcheson and unanimously carried on a roll
call vote.




City of Palm Springs

Office of the City Clerk
S200 T Tahouirz Canyon Way ® Palm Springs, Californin 922602
Tel: (700) 323-82011 * Fux: (7007 322-8332  Web: www.palmsprings on pov

NOTICE OF CONTINUANCE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the regular meeting of February 4, 2009, Public
Hearing Item No. 1. A

1.A. LA SERENA VILLAS DESIGNATION OF THE PROPERTY LOCATED

AT 339 SOUTH BELARDO ROAD AN HISTORIC SITE CASE HSPB-69:

The City Council continued the public hearing to Wednesday, April 15, 2009, at the

Council Chamber, City Hall, 3200 Tahquitz Canyon Way, at 6:00 p.m., or as soon
thereafter as possible.

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

State of California )
County of Riverside ) ss.
City of Palm Springs )

|, James Thompson, City Clerk of the City of Palm Springs, California, certify this Notice 6\‘
Continuance was posted at or before 5:30 p.m., February 5, 2009, as required by established

DDIiCiQS and prDCEdurES.
W‘r - FAEl s B
I

ames Thompson
City Clerk
[

Post Office Box 274% * Palm Springs, California 92263-2743




City of Palm Springs

Office of the City Cleck
3200 E. Tehquicz Canyon Way * Palm Springs, Califarmin 92262
Tel (760) 3288204 * Fax (760) 322-3332 = Wb, www.palmsprings-c1 gov

NOTICE OF CONTINUANCE

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN that the regular mesting of December 17, 2008, Public
Hearing Item No. 1.B.

1.B. LA SERENA VILLAS, AN APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION OF
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 339 S0OUTH BELARDPO ROAD AS A

HISTORIC SITE, CASE HSPB-69: J

The City Council continued the public hearing to Wednegsday, February 4, 2008, at the

Council Chamber, City Hall, 3200 Tahguitz Canyon Way, at 8:00 p.m., or as sqon

thereafter as possible.

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

State of California )
County of Riverside } ss.
City of Palm Springs )

i I. James Thompson, City Clerk of the City of Palm Springs, Caiifornla, certify this Notice of
Continuance was posted at or hefore 5:30 p.m., December 18, 2008, as required by establishad

policies and procedures.
mes Thampsan
ty Clerk

Post Officc Box 2743 = Palm Springs, California 92263-2743
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* April §, 2000

The Honorable Steve Pougnct
Mayor of Palm Springs

3200 East Tahquilz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 92262

Subject: LA SCRENA VILLAS
Dicar Mayor Pougnet,

It has become clear to us that the only sure path to the eventual restoration of La Screna Villas is the Class 1 historic
designation of that property, consistent with the city’s Historic Site Preservation Board's original recommendation.

Y our decision regarding (his matter on April the | 5™ will have a long-term impact on the Tennis Club neighborhood
and similar historic properties such as the Orchid Tree Inn

We were recently apprised of a negative report by LSA Associates (dated December 15, 2008) regarding La Serena
Villas. As capected, this “expert”™ opinion validated the customers’ financial interests (in this case the Kor Group
and Duet Real Estate LI*). Obviously, we could hire an expent who would refute the contentions made by the LSA
Associates repott and offer an opposing opinion. Taking a more constructive approach, we asked Mr, Lance
O'Donnell of 02 Architecture to make an assessment regarding the “restorability” of 1.a Serena Villas. The topic of
restorability was the primary focus of previous discussions among council members.

As you know, Mr. O’ Donnell’s firm specializes in the restoration of historic properties and his professional expertise
and integrity are well known to the council. Mr, O'Donnell was also personally involved in the early stages of the
La Serena Villas restoration, has intimate knowledge of the property and recently made a thorough visit of the sile,
Pleasc take time to read the attached assessment of the restorability of the 1.a Serena Villas especially the concluding
paragraph which states in part, “frn 2005 this property was well on its way to becoming u fully restored collection of
eleven uniguely scaled bungalows—seamlessly integrating inte the fabric of the Tennis Club nelghborhood,
Tonluy there is Hitle that has occurred to prevent anyone, with proper conurdtment, from completing the
rehabititation and restoration of the property,”

Sincerely,

Ron Marshall
President

Copy to {(w/attachment):

Council Members G. Foat, L. Weigel, R. Hutcheson and C. Mills

City Clerk { Atim: Mr. J. Thompson)

Histotic Tennis Club Neighborhood Organization (Attm: Mr. F. 'l'ysen and Mr. B. Wachs)
Advocates for Better Community Development (Attn: Mr. J. Hildner)

100 5. Sunrise Way, Suite A #4565, Palm Springs, CA 52262-6778
60-837-T117 * infoi@ipspreservationfoundation.org *  www.pspreservationfoundation.org




Jay Thompson

From: Ginny Foat

Sent:  Tuesday, March 10, 2008 1:58 PM
To: gfinla@msn.com; Jay Thompson
Subject: FW: Baristo Lofts, concerned visitor

From: Tom Dolle [mailto:tdolle@dolledesign.com]
Sent: Monday, March 09, 2009 3:06 PM

To: Steve Pougnet; Ginny Foat; Rick Hutcheson; Chris Mills; Lee Weigel
Cc: info@pspreservationfoundation.org

Subject: Baristo Lofts, concerned visitor

Palm Springs City Councilmembers;

I oppose the proposed Baristo Lofts project and support the immediate designation of the Santa Fe bank
building as a Class 1 historic site.

As frequent vigitors to Palm Springs, my partner and I have a unique perspective that what sets your
caommunity apart from the scores of other warm weather vacation spots is your unigue modernist architecture.,
Because of the wealth of truly historic buildings and neighborhoods, including jewel-boxes like the Santa Fe
bank building, we have Palm Springs at the top of our travel and future retirement plans,

We, like many East Coast middle-aged gay couples, see Palm Springs as a design Mecca and a place we want
te be a part of. That's not true for more conveniently close locations like Fort Lauderdate. And as current
residents of a historic Brooklyn neighborhood, and having been involved in it's transformation to a Landmark
District, we understand how easily small changes can add up to ruin the very qualities the residents came for.
Developers’ goals are short-term—a community must see beyond.

The 5anta Fe building and the proposed Baristo Lofts addition may not seem like much, but it's these very
sorts of projects that start to ruin the historic, aesthetic attraction that is unique to Palm Springs. It's what will
keep Palm Springs as a tourist attraction now and in the future.

The council should also be working very hard to help tourism in one more regard. Many New Yorkers want to
spend more time (and money) there, but the biggest obstacle is the lack of any direct air flights. In fact, we
{and several other couples we know) would be purchasing a PS vacation home right now if it wasn't for the
day’s trek to get there, There is a huge paol of New York gay couples with the desire and funds to contribute
to the PS economy, but the lack of flights is a huge problem. Surely you can encourage an airline such as Jet
Blue to try it out—it will pay off for the city in many ways.

Sincerely,

TOM DOLLE

Tam Dolie Design

89 Fifth Avenuc

sdite 301

New York, NY 10003

Phone 212-924-9100, ext, 12
www.dclledeslgn.com

3/10/2009



Y CITY COUNCIL STAEF REPORT

CONTINVED TO Z/4l)z2009
DATE: December 17, EUUSCQMTJM VED To ‘5/25,,3

SUBJECT. CASE HSPB #B89 — APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION OF THE
PROPERTY [LOCATED AT 339 SOUTH BELARDO ROAD (“LA SERENA
VILLASY) AS A HISTORIC RESOURCE UNDER MUNICIPAL CODE
SECTION 8.05.

PUBLIC HEARING

FROM: David H. Ready, Clty Manager

BY: The Plarning Deparment

SUMMARY

On July 9, 2008, the City Courcil approved a 6-month stay of demalition of the property
at 339 &. Belardo Road and directed staff and the Historic Site Preservation Board to
consider the merits of a2 possible historic designation. On November 10, 2008, the
Historic Site Preservation Board (HSPB) recommended a Class 1 designation for the
0.9-acre site known as “La Serena Villas", located at 339 South Belardo Road. Class 1
deslgnation would place the site under the guidance of Municipal Cade Sectlon 8.05
“Historic Preservation”. A public hearing is required for Council action on a possible
Class 1 or Class 2 designation.

RECOMMENDATION

Open the public hearing, accept any testimony and consider the HSPB recommendation
to designate “La Serena Villas” as a Class 1 historic resource.

Adopt Resolution No. » "A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA OVERRULING THE HSPB RECOMMENDATION
FOR CLASS 1 DESIGNATION AND DESIGNATING "LA SERENA VILLAS" LOCATED
AT 339 SOUTH BELARDO RQAD AS A CLASS TWO HISTORIC SITE."

BACKGROUND AND SETTING

The site is comprised of two parcels totaling approximately 0.9 acres. The larger parcel
contains eleven buildings, and the smaller parcel is vacant. According to the 2004
Historic Resource Survey, the buildings were constructed in the 1930's as a motor court

e 1.8.



City Council Staff Report December 17, 2008
Case: HSPB No. 69 la Serena Viilas FPage 2of 8

hotel. Both parcels are surrounded by commercial uses to the sast, multiple-family /
small hotel uses to the north and south, and single-family residences to the west.

Since issuance of permits in 2004 to remodel the structures, significant work was
begun, but never completed. The buildings are now in a severely dilapidated condition
and the building permits are expired. The chronology of actions by the City is listed
below, (see Prior Actions). New Information from the last HSPB meeting pertinent to
the background of this property is included.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The City of Palm Springs, via the Historic Site Presetvation Board has filed an application
requesting the structure at the subject property be designated a Class | historic site. Such
designation would: '

1. Place the subject property under the guidance of Municipal Code Section 8.05.

2. Require present and subsequent owners to maintain the site consistent with that
ordinance.

3. Grant possible property tax reduction opportunities to the owner under the State of
California Mills Act.

Class 2 designation would;
1. Place the subject property under the guidance of Municipal Code Section 8.05.
2. Require Archival file to be maintained by the City.
3. Grant the site eligible for a Class 2 historic plague.

The Council may designate for Class 1 or Class 2 status, or conclude the case with no
designation. These options are discussed in more detail, below.

PRIOR ACTIONS

On September 14, 2004, staff Informed the HGPB of the proposed renovation work
anticipated for the site. Specifically, the owners intended to keep the buildings, but
replace doors and windows. This report was informational only — no HSPB action was
required for the Architectural Approval.

On September 20, 2004 Architectural approval was granted to renovate the property.
This included a clean/repair/repaint of exterior stucco walls, addition/replacement of
windows, addition of an autdoor fireplace, and Interior renovations. The work began
but was never completed.

On March 12, 2005, the HSPB granted approval by a vote of 4-0-2 for Case 3.2130 for
a demolition request of Bldg. 10, which was originally built on the property line with no
permits.
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On March 10, 2008 the Building Depariment notified the owner that building permits had
expired. Code Enforcement issued a Courtesy Notice to the property owner/property
management company on March 28, 2008 requiring that they submit plans by April 18,
2008 to either resume the renovations, or to demolish the buildings. The client
submitted an application for demolition of the existing buildings.

On May 13, 2008, the HSPE heard a demolition request from the owner. Three
separate motions to- stay the demolition were considered - - all failed on a 3-3 vote.
Therefore, the Board did not approve a stay of demalition. On the same day, an appeal
was filed opposing the decision of the Board.

On June 18 and July 9, 2008, the City Council conducted hearings on the May 13, 2008
appeal and unanimously approved the following actions:

1. Overrule the decision of the HSPB and approve a Stay of Demolition for a period
of six months with the condition that the property be sacured and painted subject
to Building Official Approval, and

2. Direct the Historic Site Preservation Board to study and report on any historic
findings and significance of the property.

On November 10, 2008, the HSPB conducted a public hearing for potential designation
and voted 4-2 to recommend to Council Class 1 Historic Designation of La Serena
Villas.

ANALYSIS

The La Serena Villas was a fairly good example of a modest Spanish Eclectic styls
motot-court hotel from the 1930's. [t defining charactenstics were asymmetrical
facades, arches over doors and windows, two piece red clay barrel roof ties, low
pitched roof, smoath stucce exterior walls, little or no overhanging eves, large wooden
beams, the addition of towers, and several rectangular painted brick chimneys on the
side of the structures. It was configured as a bungalow court with a central courtyard.

Tourist courts and bungalow courts like La Serena Villas evolved before and after World
War |l due to the poputarity of the automobile. This drew an elite crowd to Palm Springs
during the winter. A central courtyard of the bungalow court, allowed internal access,
with parking provided for each unit defining it as a motor-court hotel.

Two of the most iImportant features of La Serena Villas are the scala and massing of the
buildings. It was built as a motor-court hotel during the onset of this type of
construction. The small hotel's design fits into both the fabric of the Historic Tennis Club
neighborhood and the architectural character found in the surrounding area along
Belardo and Cahuilla Roads.

It is notaworthy that on Juna 26, 2008 after an inspection by Building Inspection, Code
Compliance, Fire and Planning, based on the requirements of the latest Building Code,

e
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the Building Officlal determined that the buildings are substandard and uninhabitable,
further recommended demolition of the structures.’

HSPB RECOMMENDATION

During both the May 13, 2008 and the November 10, 2008 HSPB meetings the Board
discussed the past and present condition of La Serena Villas. Priar to the Initiation of
the 2004 renovation project, its defining architectural characteristics were generally in
tact, and the project could have been svaluated for Class 1 designation. (The Board
took no action to recommend designation in 2004 as it believed that a renovation project
was in process.)

At the November 10, 2008 public hearing, the Board discussed issuas surrounding the
application, Including the loss of similar hotels in the city, the importance of maintaining
properties from a specific period, and the method of design and construction. The
Board also considered that La Serena Villas contains important defining characteristics
of scale and massing which directly relate to the urban fabric of the neighborhood.
However, Board members also noted that the Board did not take action to protect the
buildings in 2004 or In May of 2008. Another viewpoint held that restoration and long-
term sustainability of the buildings did not appear feasible. By a 4 to 2 vote, the Board
recommended {o Council a Class 1 designation for La Serena Villas.

REQUIRED FINDINGS

Definition of & Histotic Site and a Historic District.

Section 8.05.020 of the Municipal Code provides the definition of an historic site and
historic district. Thay are listed below and provide the basis for determining that a
project merits historic classification:

(a) Historic Site.

A historic site is any real property such as: a building; a structure,
including but not limited o archways, tiled areas and similar architectural
elements; an archaeological excavation or obfect thal Is unigue or
significapt  because of s location, design, selling, matenals,
workmanship or aesthetic effect and;

1. Thal is associated.with events that have made a meaningful cantribution
to the nation, state or community; or

2. That Is associated with lives of persons who mada meaningful
contribution to national, state or local history; or

3. That reflects or exemplifies a particular period of the nalional, state or
focal history; or

' A full summary of the ingpection results are listsd on pags three of the July 9, 2008 City Council Staff
Report.

L&
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4. Thal embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method
of consiruction; or

5. That presents the work of a master builder, designer, artist, or architect
whaose individual genius influenced his age; or that possesses high
arlistic valus; or

6. That represents a significant and distinguishable enlily whose
components may lack individual distinction; or

7. That has ylelded or may be likely to yield information important to
national, state or focal history or prehistory.

Projact Analysis
The HSPB considered that La Serena Villas may meet the definition of a historic site in

the following ways: '

(a) Histaric Site. A historic site is any real property such as: a building; a
structure, including but nof limited to archways, tiled areas and similar
archilectural elements; an archasological excavation or object that Is
inique or significant because of its location, design, setling, malterials,
workmanship or assthetic effect.

The La Serena Villas was a fairly good example of a madest Spanish Ecleciic style
motor court hotel. The defining characteristics were its arches over doors and windows,
two piece red clay barrel roof tiles, low pitched roof, smooth stucco exderior walls, little
or no overhanging eves, large wooden beams, and the addition of towers, although not
bell towers. Staff recognizes that most of these features were removed as part of the
2004 renovation and are no longer found on the buildings.

3. That reflects or exemplifies a particular period of the national, stafe or
local history;

The growing popularity of the automobile affected hotel design as {ourist couris and
bungalow courts were designed to accormnmoadate vehicle parking. A central courtyard of
the bungalow court allowed internal access, with parking provided for each unit.
Following the Desert Inn’s success, other resorts = large and small = appeared in Falm
Springs In the 19208 and 1830s8. By the late 19208 the area had become popular as a
winter playground for movie stars and business owners from other California cities and
different states. Smaller hotels in the area initially included the Estrella inn, (Now, La
Serena Villas), and the Ingleside Inn.”

2 This information is summarized from a Historic Assessment Fiépurt completed for the nearby
Orehid Trea Inn, dated April 2005 by PCR Services.
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La Serena Villas was an example of this early period of motor-court hotel development
in Palm Springs when the Spanish Eclectic style of architecture was popular and
prevalent.

The property was listed with two other bungalow motor courts in the 1241-42 Hartford
Hotelector, which was used by travel agents to recommend the best places to stay.
Many other motor-court hotels were constructed around the same time including The
House of Murphy, The Hacienda, Royal Palms Hotel, Tahquitz Vista Hotel, Monte Vista
Hotel, and the Orchid Tree Inn.

4. That embodies the distinctive characleristics of a type, period or method
of econstruction;

La Serena Villas embodied the defining characteristics of the typical asymmetrical
facades, stucco, arches over doors and windows, red, two-piece, ciay barrel tiles and
low-pitched roofs, and use of towers known to the Spanish Eclectic motor court hotels
builf during the 1930s. As previously noted, many of these features have heen
removed.

Ancther significantly important feature of La Serena Villas is the scale of the buildings,
how well it was constructed to fit into the fabric of the Historic Tennis Chb
neighborhood, and the architectural character of both these sections of Belardo Road
and Cahuilla Road.

6. That represenis a significant and disfinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction;

The 2004 renovation project removed much of the architecture of the buildings such that
today the buildings lack individual distinction. However, in its condition prior to the
renovation work begun 2004, it could have been evaluated for Class 1 designation.
Today, it may be possible fo restore the buildings to their original character, but the
feasibility of such an undertaking is open to question.

OWNER PARTICIPATION

During publle testimony at the HSPB meeting of November 10, 2008, the owner's
attorney stated that the findings are not accurate for this propetty because the findings
include statements from a portlon of a Historical Assessment Report by PRC in 2005
that was completed for the Orchid Tree Inn, also a motor court hotel, but not specifically

this property.

He said that the owner's intent was to renovate the properly as they had done with the
Viceroy next door. The financial model for La Serena Villas was based oh a potential
condominium market. They claim that at this time, renovation is not feasible due to the
decline in the housing market. They are also open to any potential buyers. (At two
previous hearing, members of the public indicated that a potential buyer may exist, but
no one has contacted the City in this regard.)
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ENVIROMMENTAL ASSESSMENT

In accordance with Section 15331 (Historical Resources Restoration/Rehabilitation) of
the Califomia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the proposed designation is
categorically exempt from environmental review.

CONCLUSION

The property was avaluated in the Novemnber 10, 2008 HSPB meeting based on the
condition of La Serena Villas through 2004 — before the buildings were stripped — fo
see it it warranted historic status. By a 4 to 2 vote, the HSPB determined that there was
enoligh evidence to recommend Class 1 designaiion of La Sarena Villas

Staff has reviewed the HSPB recommendation, but belleves that the site should be
designated Class 2 ~ allowing demolition — and notes that this recommendation is a
close call for the following reasons:

1. The City’s usual practice is to evaluate a property based on its current condition
rather than a condition that existed in previous vears;

2. The current condition is in such a dilapidated state that the restoration may not
be feasible; and

3. The extent of the structures architectural contribution has been modified over
the years.

4. The property's current condition significantly cantributes fo neighborhoed blight.
The Council may consider the following options:

1. Terminate the investigation and take no further action. Demolition wauld then be
allowed.

2. Designate the property Class 1 and require that any alterations or renovations
comply with the Secretary of Interior standards, subject to HPSB review and
approval,

3. Designate the property Class 2, by identifying the site as “. . . unusable, non-
conforming, un-restorable, or the like.” Demolition would be allowed, but a
record of the buildings would be maintained by the City.

Lastly, staff notes that the applicant has requested additional fime to prepare for this
hearing should the Council wish to consider a Class 1 designation. A proposed
"Agreesment to Extend Time For Action On Case Number HSPB - 69" has been received
from the property owner's attorney (attached) which would allow an additiona! 90 days
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to conduct such research. During that time, no demcfition permits would be sought and
no hearing would be held. Staff has no objection fo a delay for this purpose.

NOTIFICATION
Pursuant to section B.05.140 of the Municipal Code of Palm Springs, all property

owners within four hundred (400) feet of the subject property have heen notified and
notice was published in a newspaper of general circulation.

Thomas J. Wilson
Assistant City' Manager, Devt Services

David H. Ready
City Manager

ATTACHMENTS

. Vicinity Map
Draft City Council Resolution for Class 1 and Class 2 designation
HSFB Staff Report dated November 10, 2008 with attachments and photos
HSPE meeting minutes dated November 10, 2008
City Council Staif Report dated July 9, 2008
City Council meeting minutes dated June 18, 2008 and July 9, 2008
HSPB meeting minutes dated March 12, 2005 and September 14, 2004
Two e-mails sent to The Office of the City Clerk on November 4, 2008
Letter from the President of the Historic Tennis Club District Organization
Agreement fo Extend Time For Action On Case Number HSPE - 89
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CITY QF PALM SPRINGS

CASE NO: HSFB - 69 DESCRIPTION: Application for Historic Designation at
339 5. Belardo Road, (l.a Serena Villas} Zone R-3,
APPLICANT: City of Palm Springs Section 156.




RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF PALM  SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA
DESIGNATING "LA SERENA VILLAS" LOCATED AT
339 SOUTH BELARDG ROAD AS A CLASS TWO
HISTORIC SITE.

" WHEREAS, Chapter 8.05 of the Palm Springs Municipal Code allows for the
designation of historic sites; and

WHEREAS, on July 8, 2008, the City Council initiated an application for possible
historic designation of the properties at 339 S. Belardo Road, known as “La
Serena Villas®, and directed staff to bring the matter before the Historic Site
Preservation Board (HSPB); and

WHEREAS, notice of a public hearing of the Historic Site Presarvation Board of
the City of Palm Springs to consider designation of La Serena Villas as a historic
site was issuad in accordance with applicable law; and

WHEREAS, on November 10, 2008, the Historic Site Preservation Board
conducted a public hearing in accordance with applicable law to consider
designation of La Serena Villas as a historic site, at which hearing the HSPB
received a staff report and public testimony on the matter; and

WHEREAS, at said hearing, the HSFE adopted Resolution - 69 to recommend to
City Council designation of the eleven structures on two parcels at 339 South
Belardo Road as a Class 1 historic site; and

WHEREAS, the designation of La Serena Villas shall further the purpose and
intent of Chapter 8.05; and

WHEREAS, the Class 2 designation of La Serena Villas shall recognize said site;
and

WHEREAS, notice of a public hearing of the City Council of the City of Palm
Springs {o consider designation of 338 South Balarde Road, as a historic site was
issued in accordance with applicable law; and

WHEREAS, on December 17, 2008 the City Council conducted a public hearing in
accordance with applicable law to consider designation of 339 South Belardo
Road as a Class 1 or Class 2 historic site; and

1.-_!
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City Council Resolution Page 2 of 3
December 17, 2008

WHEREAS, the City Council has carefully reviewed and considered all of the
evidence in connection with the designation, including but not limited to the staff
report, application and historical research, all written and ocral testimony
prasanted; and

WHEREAS, in consideration of all related evidence, and written and oral
testimony, the Council hereby finds, as follows:

1, Due to the deterioration of La Serena Villas, it is no longer a viable
example of the early peried of motar-court hotel development in Palm
Springs from the 1930s when the Spanish Eclectic style of architecture
was popular and prevalent in Palm Springs.

2.  The defining historic characteristics of Spanish Eclectic, including arches
over doors and windows, two piece red clay barrel roof tiles, low-pitched
roof, smooth stucco exterior walls, little or no overhanging eves, ar towers
architecture have largely been removed and no longer exist.

THE CITY COUNCIL DOES HEREBY RESOLVE,

Section 1: Pursuant fo CEQA, the City Council finds that the designation of the
building at 339 South Belardo Road as g Class 2 historic site is categorically exampt
from environmental review pursuant to Section 15306 whereby this designation is for
data collection of a site that does not disturb any environmental resources.

Section 2: La Serena Villas does not meet the definition of a Class 1 historic site.
It is defined as "non-contribuiing structures with no historic claesification assigned
to the structures” because the majosity of defining features are no longer found on
the buildings.

Section 3; La Serena Villas does not reflact or exemplify a particular period of the
natlonal, state or local history because it no longer contains the features of an
early period motor-court development.

Section 4: La Serena Villas does nat embody the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period or method of construction because it presently is not a good example
of Spanish Eclectic architecture from the 1930's.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, based upon the foregoing, the City

Council designates La Serena Villas located at 339 South Belardo Road, Palm-
Springs, Califernia as a Class 2 Historic Site.

ADQPTED this 17th day of December 2008,
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David H. Ready, City Manager
ATTEST:

James Thampson, City Clerk

CERTIFICATION
STATE OF CALIFORNIA -
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE ) 8.
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS )

I, JAMES THOMPSON, City Clerk of the City of Palm Springs, hereby certify that
Resolution No. __ s a full, true and comect copy, and was duly adopted at a regular
meeting of the City Counell of the City of Palm Springs on
by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN;

James Thompson, City Clerk
City of Palm Springs, California




" Historic Site Preservatioh Board Staff Report

Date: Novembear 10, 2008
Case No.: HSPB — 89, "La Serena Villag"

Application Type: Historic Class 1 Designation Application

Location: 338 South Belardo Road

Applicant: The City of Palm Springs

Zona: R3: Multi-family residential and hotel zone
General Plan: Small Hotel

APN: 513-202-000, 513-202-010

From: Diane A. Builock, Associate Planner
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

An application has been filed by The City of Palm Springs regarding 339 South Belardo
Road, “L.a Serena Villas", requesting it be consldered for designation as a Class |
Historic Site. Such designation would:

1. Place the subject proparty under the guidance of Municipal Code Section 8.05

2. Require present and subsequent owners to maintain the site consistent with that
ordinance,

3. Grant possible proparty lax reduction opportunities to the owner under the State
of California Milis Act.
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GCase HSPB-6% — La Serena Villag
Date November 10 2008

RECOMMENDATION

That the Histonc Site Preservation Board (HSPB) approve the application and
racommend that the City Council designate 339 South Belardo as Class 1 Historic Site

69. A draft resolution is attached for cansideration.

PRIOR ACTIONS

On Seplember 14, 2004, staff informed the WSPB of the proposed renovation work
anticipated for the site. Specifically, the owners intended to keep the buildings, but
replace doors and windows. This report was informatlonal only - no HSPB action was

required for the Architectural Approval.

On Septamber 20, 2004 Architectural approval was granted to renovate the property.
This included a clean/repairrepaint of exterior stucco walls, addition/replacement of
windows, addition of an outdoor fireplace, and interior renovallons. The work began but

was never completed.

On March 12, 2005, the HSPB granted approval by a vote of 4-0-2 for Case 3.2130 for a
demolition request of Bldg. 10, which was originally built on the property line with no

permits.

On March 106, 2008 the Building Department sent a letter to the owner notifying them that
their building permits had expired. Code Enforcement issued a Courtesy Notice to the
property owner/property management company on March 28, 2008 requirng that they
submit plans by April 18, 2008 to sither resume the renovations, or to demalish the
buildings. The ciient submitted plans for demalition of the existing buildings.

On May 13, 2008, the HSPE heard a demolition request from the owner. Three motions
to stay the demolition were considered - - all of which failed on a 3-3 vote. Therefore, the
Board did not approve a stay of demolition. On lhe same day, an appeal was filed
oppusing the decision of the Board.

On June 18 and July 9, 2008, the City Council conducted hearings on the May 13, 2008
appeal and unanimously approved the following actions:

1. Overrule the declsion of the HSPB and approve a Stay of Demalition for a period
af six months with the condition that the property be secured and painted subject

to Building Official Approval, and

2. Direct the Historic Site Preservation Board to study and report on any historic
findings and significance of the property.
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Histarc Site Preservaton Board Staff Report
Case HSPB-69 = La Serena Villas
Date Movember 10. 2008

BACKGROUND AND SETTING

The sile contains two parcels totaling approximately 0.9 acres. The larger parcel has
gleven (11) buildings on the site, and the smaller parcel is vacant. Both parcels are
beunded by commercial uses to the east, multiple-family/smail hotel uses to the north

and south, and single-family residential uses fo the west.

The small hotel known as La Serena Villas located at 339 Belardo Road was constructed
in 19308 according to the 2004 Historic Resouree Survey. The single-story buildings are
built in the Spanish Eclectic Style. The site plan is generally rectangular surrounding the
interior courtyard that once contained a pool. The single-stary buildings were finished
with elements found in the Spanish Eclectic Architecture vernacular including stucco
exteriors, gabled and covered roofs with red-clay tiles, and eaves that are slightly
extended with exposed rafter beams, The buildings also have several rectangular
painted brick chimneys set into the side of the structures. The exterior stucco walls were
painted yellow. Sloping roofs were added to the principal roofs to form small overhangs
supported by squared posts. Windows were replaced with aluminum sliders and were
flanked by false fixed shutters painted green. On the structure at the west side of the
courtyard, a small tower rises above the principle roofling; with the sides taparing upward
and punctured by several canales. The main entrance was originally locatad through a
small wood gate at the west main fagade, which was later changed to the east side. The
La Serena Villag hotel is fronted by a wide swath of pavement parking space; it was
previously surrounded by lush gardens and mature landscaping.

The site was first a part of what was called The Townhouse and bungalows, then
became the Estrella inn, then La Serena Villas, then The Sequoia and back fo La Serena

Villas.

ANALYSIS

As mentioned in previous staff reports on this site, the buildings were stripped of stucco,
some roof tiles, all interior walls, electrical, and plumbing after a renavation application
had been approved in 2004. The renovation was never completed and the huilding
permits expired.  Staff evaluated the property in itts present condition when the
application for demalition was submitted by the applicant. During the July 8, 2008 City
Council meeting, the Director of Building and Safaty explained the resuits of the staff
ingpection on June 26, 2008, Staff determined the steps necessary to restore the
buildings, which are outlined on page four of the attached City Council Staff Report.’

After reviewing the prior actions and steps taken on this property beginning in 2004, the
six-month stay of demolition was placed by Councll on July 8, 2008. The Council also
directed the HSPB to study the property for possible historic designation. This is
completed by evaluating the site againsl the seven characleristics listed below in the
Definition of a Historic Site.
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Case HSPB-6 = La Serena Villas
Date Novembgr 16 2008

It is noteworthy that the HSPB meeting for demolition was based on the current condition
of the property. Because of the stay of demolition placed on the property by Council,
and the fact that the property was altered before an analysis for Class 1 designation
could take place, the property is now being evaluated based on the way it appeared
through 2004 - before the bulldings ware sfripped -- to ses if it warrants Class 1 status.

Definition of a Historle Site and a Historic District.
Section 8.05.020 of the Muricipal Code provides the definition of an histonc site and

historic district as follows;

(a) Historic Sife.
A historic site is any real property such as: a building; a structure,
including but not fimited to archways, tlled areas and similar
architectural elements; an archaeological excavation or obfect that
is unique or significant bescause of its locafion, design, selting,
materials, workmanship or aesthelic effect and:

That is associated with events that have made a& meanipgful contribution
to the nation, state or community; or

X

2. That is associated with lives of persons who made meaningful
comntribution 1o national, state or local history; or

3. That reflacts or exemplifies a particular period of the natlonal, state or
lacal history; or

4. That embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method
of construciion; or

4. That presents the work of a master builder, designer, artlst, or architect
whose individual genius influgnced his age; or that possesses high artistic
value; or

6. Thal represents a significant and distinguishable = entity whose
components may lack individual distinction; or

7. That has yielded or may be likely to yield information important o
national, state or local history or prehistory.

Spanish Eclectic Architecture takes its architectural cue from the missions of the early
Spanish and also includes details from Moorish, Byzantine, Gothic and Renaissance
periods. The details include decorative tites, windows and doors with elaborate grillwork
and a bell tower or two. The facades are usually asymmetrical.

During ihe late 1920s - 30% romantic nostalgia for the Hispanic culture culminated in both
Mission Revival and Spanish Eclectic styles. They were vernacular adaptations, non-
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Case HSFB-69 - La Sencna ilas
Date Movember 10, 2008

conforming fo pure architectural periods. They are reflections of the taste of that period
of time showing up in the construction, building techniques, and rmaterials of their day
generally not found in large cities or commercial centers,

Features found on Spanish Eclectic designs are:

Low-pitched roof

Red Roof Tiles

Littls or no overhang eves

White stucco siding

Arches, especially above doors, porch entries, and main windows.
Large wooden beams

Sk k=

REQUIRED FINDINGS

According to Section 8.05.145, the Histori¢c Site Preservation Board shall make findings
prior te adepting a recommendation to the City Council. Staff has evaluated the propesal
against the Definiton of a Historic Site, as found in Section 8.05.010. Staff has

concluded that;

La Serena Villas may meet the definition of a Class 1 site in the following ways:

(a) Historic Site. A historic site is any real property such as: a building; a
structure, including but nat limited to archways, liled areas and similar
architectural elements; an archaeclogical excavation or object that Is
unique or significant becauss of its location, design, sefting, materials,
workmanship or agsthelic effsct

The La Serena Villas was a fairly good example of a modest Spanish Eclectic style
motor court hotgl. The defining characleristics were its arches over doors and
windows, two pisce red clay barrel roof tiles, low pitched roof, smooth stucco exterior
walls, little or no overhanging eves, large wooden beams, and the addition of towers,

although not ball towers.

That s assoclated with lives of persons who made meaningful
contribution to national, state or jocal hisfory

La Serena Villas was owned by Frank Pershing who buill the Town House (now the
Viceroy) and bungalows (now La Villa Serena). Mr. Pershing was a City Councilman
and was the nephew of General John Pershing. It is noted that Mr. Frank Parshing
was known locally and remembered by past Mayor Frank Bogert. Frank Pershing
served on the City Councll fram 1940 to 1942, This does not fall into the category of
a meaningful contribution and would not be considered a defining charactaristic Tor a

histonc site.
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Cage HSPE-69 - La Serana Vilias
Date November 10, 2008

The father of Richard Outcault, co-builder and part owner of the Town House and La
Serena Villas, was R.F. Outcault, also the father of the Sunday Comic strip creator of
Buster Brown and the Yellow Kid. He was a landscape painter who became known for
his cartcon wark for Joseph Pulitzer and Wm, Randolph Hearst, and later from his
creation of The Outcault Advertising Co. This dogs not fall into the category of a
meaningful contribution and would not be considered a defining characteristic for a

hislorc shte.

That reflects or exemplifies a particular period of the national, state or local
history; or

According to a Historic Assessment Report completed for The Orchid Tree Inn, dated
April 2006 by PCR Services, smaller hotels in tha area initially included the Estrelia Inn,
(the site in question), which was constructed in 1933 and the Ingleside Inn. Large and
small hotels thrived following the end of World War |l.

The assessment states that with the growing popularity of the automobile, tourist courts
and bungalow courts were designed with the emphasis on automobile accommodation.
A central courtyard of the bungalow court allowed internal access, with parking provided
for each unit. Following the success of the Desert Inn, other resorts, large and small,
catering to a moneyed elite appearad in Palm Springs in the 1920s and 1930s. By the
late 1920s the area had become popular with the Hollywood crowd as a winter
playground for movie stars and moguls.

La Serena Villas was an example of the early period of motor-court hotel development in
Palm Springs from the 1930s when the Spanish Eclectic style of architecture was
popular and prevalent in Palm Springs.

It was listed with two other bungalow motor courts in the 1941-42 Hartford Hotelector,
which was used by travel agents to recommend the best places to stay. Many other
rotor-court hotels were constructed around the same time including The House of
Murphy, The Hacienda, Royal Palms Hotel, Tahquitz Vista Hotel, Monte Vista Hotel, and
the Orchid Tree Inn.

That embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of
construction, or

La Serana Villas embodied the defining characteristics of the typical asymmetrical
facades, stucco, arches over doors and windows, red, two-piece, clay barrel tiles and
low-pitched roofs, and use of towers known to the Spanish Eclectlc moter court hotels

bullt during the 1930s.

Another significantly important feature of La Serena Villas is the scale of the buildings,
how well it was construcled to fit into the fabric of the Historic Tennis Club neighborhood,
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Czse HEFBE-GP - Ls Sergng Vllas
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and the architectural character that defines both these sections of Belardo Read and
Cahuilia Road.

That represents a significant and distinguishable entily whose components
may lack individual distinction; or

La Serena Villas was part of & renovation project that removed and did not restore what
had been taken away; therefore, in its present condition, it does lack Individual
distinction. However, in its condition in 2004 when renovation began and prior to that, it
coufd have besn evaluated for Class 1 designation. It was believed at the time to be a
renovation project in process based on the application submitted; therefore no action to
recommend designation was taken.

OWNER PARTICIPATION

Staff and citizens of the Histori¢ Tennis Club Neighborhood have attempted to contact
the owners, but have not received a response before the prnting of this Staff Report.
Staff also notes that testimony was presented to the City Council that a potential buyer
may be found. No such persen or group has since come forward.

RECOMMENDATION
Historic Site Preservation Board has three options available:
1. Temminate the investigation and take no further actian.

2. Recommend Class 1 designation to the City Council based on the raquirerments
that any alterations or renovations comply with the Secretary of {nterior standards.

3. Recommend Class 2 designation, by identifying the site as *. . . unusable, non-
conforming, un-restorable, or the like.”

Based on the aforementioned findings, La Serena Villas reflects or exempiifies a
particutar pericd of the national, state or local history, and embodies the distinctive
characteristics of a type, period or method of construction. Because of the present
condition of the buildings and list of requirements to renovate the property to The
Secretary of Interior Standards for Class 1 propertlas, recommending Class 1
designalion of La Serena Villas is a close call.

La Serena Villas is one of the few examples left of the original motor-court hotels in a
neighborhood defined on its perimeter by other motor-court hotals. It encompasses two
parcels and sixtesn original structures that at this time have been stripped of the defining
characteristics of a historic site.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

In accordance with Seclion 15331 (Historical Resources Restoration/Rehabilitation) of
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the potential designation is
categorically exempt from environmental review as it meets the conditions outlined for
preservation of a historc resource.

NOTIFICATION

Pursuant to section 8.05.140 of the Municipal Code of Palm Springs, All property owners
within three hundred (300) feet of the suh)ect properity have been notified. The Oifice of
the City Clerk did receive an e-mail from Lauri Aylaian on November 3, 2008, supporting
Class 1 designation of La Serena Villas.

D WMEC

Diane A. Bullock, Associate Planner

@‘M“f s
Wg. AICFﬁector of Planning Services

ATTACHMENTS

Vicinity Map

Draft HSPB Resolutlon #69

City Council Staff Report dated July 9, 2008 with attachments
City Council Minutes dated June 18, 2008 and July 8, 2008
Historic Site Designation Application, report and photos
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2004 Citywide Historic Resources Sheets on La Serena Villas (included in
application).
7. Copies of brochures and articles
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Department of Planning Services
Vicinity Map
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CITY OF PALM SPRINGS
CASE NO: HSPB - 69 DESCRIPTION: Application for Hisloric Designation at

APPLICANT: City of Palm Springs Section 15,

338 S. Belardo Road, (L.a Serena Villas) Zone R-3,




RESOLUTION NO. 69

OF THE HISTORIC SITE PRESERVATION BOARD
OF THE CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA,
RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL
DESIGNATE 339 LA SERENA VILLAS, AS CLASS 1
HISTORIC 3ITE - 69.

WHEREAS, Chapter 8.05 of the Palm Springs Municipal Code allows for the
designation of historic sites; and

WHEREAS, the Historic Sife Preservation Board filed an appiication for Hastonc
Site Designation; and

WHEREAS, notice of a public hearing of the Historic Site Preservation Board of
the City of Palm Springs to consider designation of La Serena Villas a Class 1
histaric site was issued in accordance with applicable law; and

WHEREAS, on November 10, 2008, the Historic Site Preservation Board
conducted a public hearing in accordance with applicable law to consider
designation of La Serena Villas as a Class 1 historic site; and

WHEREAS, the designation of La Serena Vilias shall further the purpose and
intent of Chapter 8.05; and

WHEREAS, the designation of La Serena Villas shall promote the sensitive
preservation of said site; and

WHEREAS, the Historic Site Preservation Board has carefully reviewed and
considered all of the evidence in connection with the designation, including but not
limited to the staff report, application and historical research, all written and oral
tastimony presented, and niotes the following:

1. La Serena Villas was an example of the early period of motar-court hotel
development in Palm Springs from the 1930s when the Spanmish Eclectic
style of architecture was popular and prevalent in Palm Springs.

2. The defining historic characteristics of this building are its Spanish
Eclectic architecture. The building stands as a very good example with its
arches over doors and windows, two piece red clay barrel roof tiles, low
pitched rool, smooth stucco exterior walls, little or no overhanging eves,
large wooden beams, and the addition of towers.

2
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HSPE Resoluhion 69
November 10, 2008

sections of Belardo Road and Cahuilla Road.

Section 3 La Serena Villas represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction; or :

La Serena Villas was part of a renovation project that removed and did not restore
what had been taken away, thersfore in its present condition, it does lack
individual distinction, However, in its condition in 2004 when renovation began
and prior to that, it could have been evaluated for Class 1 designation. It was
believed at the time fo be a renovation project in process based on the application
submitted; therefore no action to recommend designation was taken.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that, based upon the foregeoing, the
Historic Site Preservation Board recommends that the City Council designate La
Serena Villas at 339 South Belardo Road, Palm Springs, California as HSPB
Class 1 Historic Site 69 subject to the following conditions;

1. The property owner shall permit the City to demark the building as a historic
site with a marker of the City's choosing, The hisloric marker shalfl be
placed in a location visible from the public right-of-way. The owner shall
maintain the historic marker in the location installed and pay for the
replacement cost if the plaque is lost, stolen, or otherwise removed from

the property.

2. All future extsrior modifications including but not limited to building, site,
landscaping, lighting, walls, and ferices shaii require Architectural Approval
pursuant to Section 94.04.00 of the Palm Springs Zoning Ordinance and
Historic Site Preservation Board review pursuant Municipal Code

Ordinance 8.05.180.

3. No permit for the alteration of the exterior, including any and ‘all of the
deflning elements and characteristics shall be issued without prior approval

by the Historic Site Preservation Board.

4. Al restoration follow the requirements of the report filed by the
Development Services Departmant and Fire Departmant of the City of Palm

Springs dated June 26, 2008,

5. All restaration follow the requirements of the Secrstary of Interior
Standards. :
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THE HISTORIC SITE PRESERVATION BOARD HEREBY FINDS AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1: La Serena Villas reflects or exemplifies a particular period
of the national, state or local history: or

According to a Historic Assessment Report completed for the Orchid Tree Inn,
dated April 2005 by PCR Services, smaller hotels in the area initially included the
Estrella Inn, (the site in question), which was constructed in 1933 and the
Ingleside Inn. Large and small hotels thrived following the end of World War |1

The assessment states that the growing popularity of the automobile, tourist
courts, and bungalow courts were designed with the emphasis on automobile
accommodation with the central courfyard of the bungalow court as an internal
accegs with parking provided for each umit. Following the success of the Desert
Inn, other resorts large and small catering to a moneyed elite appeared in Palm
Springs in the 1920s and 1930s. By the late 1820s the area had become popular
with the Holiywood crowd as a winter playground for movie stars and moguls.

La Serena Villas was an example of the early period of matar-court hotel
development in Palm Springs from the 1930s when the Spanish Eclectic style of

architecture was popular and prevalent in Palm Springs.

It was listed with two other bungalow maotor courts in the 1941-42 Harford
Hotelector, which was used by travel agents to recommend the best places to
sfay. Many other metor-courl hotels were constructed around the same time
including the House of Murphy, The Hacienda, the Royal Palms Hotel, Tahguitz

Vista Hotel, Monte Vista Hotel, and the Orchid Tree Inn

Section 2; La Serena Villeas embodfes the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period or method of construction; or

This site presents a very good example of Spanish Eclectic architacture from the
19305 because:

[.a Serena Villas embodied the defining characteristics of the typical asymmetncal
facades, slucco, arches over doors and windows, red two-piece clay barrel tiles
and low-pitched roofs, and use of towers known {0 the Spanish Eclectic motor

cour hotels built during the 1930s.

Another significantly important feature of La Serena Villas is the scale of the
buildings, how well it was constructed to fit into the fabric of the Historic Tennis
Club neighborhood, and the architectural character that defines bath these

ek




HSPB Resolution 65
November 10, 2008

6. That the City Clerk submit the Council Resolution to the County recorder for
recordation within 80 days of the effective date of this resolution.

7. All existing or previously approved alterations shall be considered

acceptahle.

ADOPTED this 10th day of November, 2008.

AYES;

NAYS:
ABSENT:
ABSTENTIONS:

ATTEST:

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA

Diane Bullock
Associate Planner

Loratta Moffett
Historlc Site Preservation Board Secretary
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CITY OF PALM SPRINGS

Department of Planning Services
3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, CA 82262

Telephone: 760-3235-8245 ~ Fax: 760-322-8360
Public Warks & Engineering —~ 760-323-8253
Fire Department ~ 760-323-8187
Building & Safely ~ 7680-323-8242
Building Inspections ~ 760-323-8243
Code Enforcement ~ 760-778-5434
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HISTORIC SITE DESIGNATION (HSD)

APPLICATION
The completed application and required materals shall ba submilted to the Oepartmeant of Planning

Services. The submittal will be given a cursory check and will be accepted for filing enly if the basic
reguiremants have boan met. Incomplate applications due 10 missing of Inadequate Informatian will
nol be accepted for filng. Subsequant to the initial cursary check and filing of plans, & detailed
review of the application and all reports and exhibits will be made to ensure that all required

information has been provided.

HISTORIC SITE PRESERVATION BOARD (HSPB)

Onee the application has been determined to be complete, the HSPB will review the application to
dalermine whether the site meets the minimum gualifications for designation pursuant to Chapter
8.0G of the Palm Springs Municipal Code. If such determination is made, a public hearlng will be

scheduled for a future meeting.

A public hearing will be held by the HSPB 1o receive testmony from all interested persons
concerning the Historic Site Designation. The public hearing may be continued from time to time,
and upon complete consideration, the HSPE will make a recommendation to the Clty Council.

Frior to consideration of the applicatior: by the HSPB, a notice of public hearing for a Historic Site
Designation request will be maited to all property owners within 400 feet of the subject property a

minirmum of ten (10} days prior to the hearing date.

CITY COUNCIL
After receiving the recommendation of the Histarle Site Preservaltion Board, a public hearing will be

held by the Cily Council to receive testimoany from all inlgérested persons concerning the requested
Historic Sile Designation. The public hgaring may be continued from time to time, and upon
complele consideration, the City Council will then conditionally approve, deny, or approve the
application as submitted. The City Council's decision on the applicalion is final.

Pror to consideration of the application by-lhe City Council, a notlce of public hearing for a Historic
Site Designation request will be mailed to all property owners within 400 feet of the subject property

a mimmum of ten (10) days priar to the heanng dale.

HEPA Page f ate
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REQUIRED MATERIALS - Unless otherwlse indicated, do not mount these exhibits on a board.

All required plans shall be neatly drawn and completely dimensioned. This and thg following
constitutes 3 complete Historic Site Designation Application.

1L

V.

HJima

Historic Sila ignation Application

Criginal and 11 copies of a complete and correct application with & notarized signature of
the owner or lessee. [f the signalory is an authorized representalive, this authonzation to
represent the owner or lessee shall be in wrilten form signsd by the owner.

Plat Plap;

A. 8-1/2" x 11" size (12 copies) drawn to scale. |f plan is largar than 8-1/2" x 11", submitial
of reduced copies s required. The plans shall show the foliowing data;

1. All progerty boundaries

2. Complete legal description
3. MNorth arrow and scale
4. All existing buildings, struclures, mechanical equipment, landscape materials,

fences, walls, sidewalks, driveways, parking sreas showing location of
parking spaces. and signs. (show in light or broken linas)

5. Square footage of each building and the uses of each building

6. The date of construction of each building and/or addition must be indicatad

Public Hearing Labels: The applicant shall submit three (3) sets of typed self-adhesive
labels of all property owners, lessees, and sub-lessees of record, The labels shall include

the Assessor's parcel number, owner's name and mailing address of each property with 400
feet from the exlerior limits of the subject property. Additionally, all Assessor's parcel maps
clearly indicaling the 400-foot radius and a certified letter from a fitle company licensed to
conduct business in Riverside County, Callfornia shall be submitted.

If any property on this st is owned by the United States Government in trust for the Agua
Caliente Indian Tribe or individual allottee, copies of rotices with postage paid envelopes
will be submilted to the Bureauw of Indian Affairs to nalify the Indlvidual Indian land owners of

the public hearings.

Existing Site Photographs; 12 seis of color photographs showing sach elevation of the
property and s surroundings.
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Office Use Only -

Date:

Case No. 3 ’2!5&
HSPB No. ‘#_é:q

Planner:

Diawe /;’?m.gc cek.

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS
Department of Planning Services

HISTORIC SITE DESIGNATION (HSD)

TO THE APPLICANT:

Your cooperafion in completing this application and supplying the information requested will
expedite City review of your application. Application submilted will not be cansidered complste until
all submittal requirements are met,  Staff may require additional information depending upon the

specific projest needs.

Flease submit this completed application and subsaquent material to the Department of Planning Services at
3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs, CA 82262 ~ Phona. 760-323-8245 ~ Fax: 760-322-8380

;’ﬂ - )
Applicant's Name: eff"g/ g /ﬁ.ﬁﬁ-‘? quJr?{NGE - & Y ﬁfu Gl fi_f

Please Prnt

Q Owner O Lessee (O Authorized Agent &~ Eity (2 Other

Applicant's Address: S200 EpsT f&ﬁfdﬁfu,‘? C}:}NV&/\/ :.-{./A‘{

Number and Streel Name or F.O. Bax

) ) -
f“ﬂ,a,m S CPRINGS . f: s G2202.
City Stals ZIP
Telephone Nos- Zdots « 333- F245 v 87574
Rosidence el Work

E-Mail addrass: i}mm £ g'f_(g Legee il e ljg-— rA c;;rm'
] i 5 Iy

Pagn ot B

HImE
Pyerrnad 10 2006/kIm
o8




Site Address: 33 fz_ SD_{_,{TH /gELﬂ:E'hr Qﬁﬂ D Qﬂmﬂ g@ﬁ?(h{ﬁ‘a Nah

, JA2b2
Construction Date; /I35 M Estimated 1 Factual

Architect: H 2 & o Lt Euilder: Lf o :{:dﬂ: (gl
Present Owner D et H)FJ/'E i uﬁ_@.ﬂ L?Eb pﬁ. I"I!‘h Er"&ff.c,ﬂ

Address: :fr_‘;__é) &Q“EH BE! BN ézﬂléi ES [ﬂit g)-J;E#]

Orginal Owner: —

Important Owners: m,/m Jr:f{"_ AN e Féjé’j Iy, Nﬁ}_ﬂwm{_/wfwr

92 véaﬂ-ﬁﬂu )(?&fESHrN:’;\ A T LA Lt -(HC«’\I f‘?[c;&&ﬁ_g EE ;—‘;;qu P
Gtheristorie-Assesiations: = Moy, M e T Lurcaper Ejusuyeng v

: ! - 1/
Common Name of Property; . L A O &G a4 (LS

Historic Name of Property: gr‘ffﬂu ota . | %lumﬁmfda;?

Assessor's Parcel Number: ﬁ—/-? -pg L2 - 0 f Zor;e:“_ // Section:__ /5 _

Use: // ‘ = o tones a FE ¢ L A
]

A
7
Is this project on fee land ([ or Indian trust 1and? [ (Check one)

Please attach lo this application any information, photos, drawings, newspaper articles. reports,
studies, or other materials to fully describe the characteristics or condifions that support this
application for Hisloric Designation. Refer to Palm Springs Municipal Code Section 8.05.020 for the
definikons of a historic site. If submitting color photographs or materials vital to the designation of
this property, 12 sets of the color photographs or materials are required with this application.

(Please continue to following page)

HSPB
Rewsed 04/18/08Hdm
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: (Please check the appropriate boxes)

Vernacular Adobe 1800 . 1950 Prairie Style 1905 - 1230
_V";#Vernacular Wood Frame 1850 - 1950 Fueblo Revival 1905 - 1840
Vernacular Brick 1890 - 1950 e Mediterranean/Spanish Rev 1915 - 1940
Vernacular Ranch Hause 1850 - 1950 Moderme/Art Deco 1920 - 1940
Vernacular - Qther 1850 - 1960 International Style 1825 - 1970
Gothic Revival 1850 - 1910 Mid-Canlury Modern Styla 1945 - 1980
ltalianate 1860 - 1880 Commercial o
French Secand Empire 1860 - 1890 | v Other: S,ﬂs;] sk, Eelailice ?ﬁ%ﬂ.uw
] Mission Revival 1890 - 1920
Craftgrman Bungalow 1895 - 1930
PRIMARY BUILDING MATERIALS ROOF TYPE
Wood Frame - '-*"PJGabre
Log Hip
Adobe Brick Hipped Gable
Brick Shed
Stone Gambrel
v Stucco Flat |
| Concrete Mansard
Metal Other: il pcrey Ken C :f.q.y
Steel o 5H: N L E S
Other;

. _-"'-'H
Ara thare any slgnificant decorative alemenls? (ves [ no

If y=e, briefly deacribe; CD'_‘RLLL"'L( L5 oal bie s T ‘H,Eg{ /Q{ ﬂ;agd%m Aﬁ
m:: r"%’(;ﬁ'}‘ Alnes MJL__%L&&J_._bM_TL_Hf_&QM@

o ”Hh Ehined e Sever-af @ nales o m'*&—ﬂ- _L r Swidhe b
‘ ’ \-

é} LM“EL'&-\_. ﬁ.{, riﬂ-'t.n’...a ‘$ H’*@CLL‘{I Qﬂﬁh—&'@'cd'g(jl‘?"]

HEPE  Ransed 041 8/080dm Sol8

o
[y ]



RELATED FEATURES ‘ SURROUNDINGS

Barn Open Land

Carriage House Scattered Buildings

o Densely Buiit-Up

Garage
Shed
Outhouse ALTERATIONS

Windmill Major

Water Tawer *"'Hl\fninur

Tankhousa ‘
¢ Unaltered
Hitching Post ‘ . .
Il allered, briefly describe cande £ Lo

Fance !
'“/z-w ,Zr_ bﬂréa&ﬁ_@z_ﬁmm#

Wall
%&—'{; “Jf-'ﬁ'"((_f et Mﬂ’—d—' ‘?—"f‘:"u’
nasual Cur ol Ly el fayuR HLTE..

Unusgual Sidewalk PRES ENT%GﬁDITION

“hamaal Gardens M., ' Excellent
Unusual Trees Goaod

Expansive Lawns Fair

| Other: ]’\f\m e m’f’“‘é FBeleriorated

Destroyed

Currant Use: LA G NMT

Original Use: ﬁﬁf:a af, E._x LA E‘\ﬂé [P é:a.#_.ﬁr: L

Please list any sources used to complete this applicalion; /4 & 7 ¥ Z 0o éé LTDE S

g&n‘: v EY / bj'/ﬁ A N

HSPE  Rewsed 04/14/0800m




APPLICANT'S REQUIRED MATERIAL CHECKLIST
HISTORI DESIGNATI

The {ollowing items must be completed before a Hisloric Site Designation Application will be
accepfed. Flease check off each item o assure completeness. Refar to lhe REQUIRED

MATERIALS list of this applicalion for more datails of each item.
Applicant gCity Use

Cnly Only
Application;
+ Original Compieted Application {12 copies) | O
+ Owners Signature, Notarized (if required) a
Plot Plan;
+ | 8-1/2" x 11" {12 copies) - Q J
Miscellaneous Exhibits:
+ Public Hearing Labels a a
+ Project Sponsor Labels {if any) ) o a
+ Existing Site Photographs - (12 sets) a
+ Photos, articles, etc. related to history of property Q |
{12 sets). Photos must be in color when possible.
Planning Services, checkad by: _ Date: e

11SP3  Rewised 04/18/0B4dm ?ot o 2
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The following forms must be completed in the presence of a Notary Public.
Select the form best fitting the type of authorization required

OWNER AFFIDAVIT

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

CQUNTY OF RIVERSIDE } 35

P (We), being duly sworn,
depose and say thal | (we) am (are] the owner ar owners herein named and that the foregoing
statements and answers hergin ¢ontained and the information hersin submitled are in all respect true
and correct ta the best of my (our) knowledge and belief.

Name; (Please print)
Mailing address: City, State Zip

Telephone:
Fax: —_— —

\
Signatures: , Signalures:

Who proved fo me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person{s) whose name(s) is/are
subscribed lo the within instrument and acknowledged 0 me that he/she/they executed the same in
histhr/their authorized capacity(ies), and that by hisfherftheir signaturg(s) on the inslrument thes
person(s), or tha entity upon behalf of which the p&rson(s) acted, executed the instrument.

| certify under PENALTY OF PERJURY under the laws of the Slate of that
tha foregoing paragraph is true and coract.
WITNESS my hand and official seal this day of L20
Notary Public in the State of
with principal office in the County of __
Plage Motary Seal Ahgve
HS K
iy aofB 3 3

Revimed 02/1808/ldm
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Poge { of 7

Resolroe Mamoe or #: (Assigned by recordery L2 Serna Vifes

P1. Other idenlfier: .
P2, Locatfon: ] Nat for Publieation [ Unrestrcted a. Counly Averside

and {PEb and Pze of PRd, AHRCH & Location Map ag MECRssary )

b, USGS 7.5 Quad  Palm Springs Date 1886 T TR i dmor 14 of fec :
¢ Addrass 342 Smtn  Bolarde Foad | Cily  Feim Springs Tip 8258z

o, UTM; (Give moro than one for faric aadior fnaar Tesouoes) | Zore 14 e/ N
a. Other Locational Data (o.g, pascel #, dirouons to fesource, slevatian, ok, o appiopriale)
ity of Palm Springs Soction 15
Parcel o, 513202009

P3a Doscriplion: [Descibe rsource and iz major cloments, Inciude design, matenals, condion, akerakions, 5ize, seling, ang beuodriar)

Construaled in the 19303, Le Sarena Villas al 339 South Belaro is a single-stary hatel buill in the Spanish Bclectic Style and was al
ene iIme known a5 the Sequola. The plan is generally reetangular sumounding an fredor courtynrd with a peel. The roofs are
gabiad and covered with giched red-clay s shinglos: cavas are eighily exanded and rafter bearas have been kit axposed. Tham

are severdl fectangular painted briok chinmeys set Into the side of ihe siructurgs. Exterior walls are finizhed in slucco and painted
yelow. Slaping reots have Daen added ta the principal reols Lo form 2mall overhangs smpperied by squared postz, Windows have
treen raplacod with akiminum sRdors and ar imed by lafse, lixed shutters, palnted graen. O the strugdyre af the wast sde Of the
eourtyard, & small fower nsgs above the principal rofline, the sides of the tower fzpar ufnvart and arg puncured by several

cangles, The men entrance is leaated Ihrough & smal wood gale at the east (man] lagade. The Lz Serand Villas hotal is fronted
by a wite swath of Davarment parking space and sureusded by hsh gardens and mature landscaping,

3
b ko, Resouree Altripies:  HPS - HotelMaokad )
P4, Fiesources Presant: [X) Buiding [ Structore ] Object [T She [ Dnglrici [ Blement of Disidet [J Other (Isclates.elz.)
— P5b, Deseription of Photo:

P52, Phete of Drawing (Phola reguired for buiidings, stcturas, and objeces.) (Vlew, dats, kesession #)
et R P, 3 View West
! ¥ | August 2003

-

Pg. Date Conshructed/Age and Sources:
Historic [ Prehistorie ] Both
1938: Palm Springs H2PE List (1987)

PT. Owner and Address:
La Sarena Villag U
780N L& Cienega Bhwd
Los Angalex CA 90059
P&, Recorded by
MatayPelrin/ Tingley'W atson
Architectural Resotrees Group
Fier 8, The Embarcaders
San Francizen, CA 24111

P, Date Aestrded:  Augus! 2003
Pl Burvey Type (Desctibe)
Reconnaissance Survey

I

P11. Aeport Citatlon: (Gile survgy repart and othar eauttes, o enisr "none,*)
Archileclural Rescurces Group, Cily of Paim Springs Histore Rasowees Survey Summary Repor, 2004,

ﬁauhments:
None Gontinuation Sheet [ District Recard Rock &rt Aecord [0 Other {List)

Location Map [ ] Bullding, Struclure, and Otject Recard  [] Linear Feature Rectrd [] Artilact Record
SkeichMap [ Archesological Regord Cl Miling Stalion Record  [] Photograph Record 0po630

£3

DPR 5234 (1/95)
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Dec, 20% 2006

Palm Springs Historical Sogiety
ATT: Sally MeManus John Coghlan

221 South Palm Canyon Dr. 15842 Valleyheart Dr.
Palm Springs. CA 92242 ‘ Sherman Qaks, CA 91423

760 523 8297 8189056411

Dear Mrs McManus.
[ enjoyed our conversation and am sending vou the enclosed which you will find of interest.

=~ (e ,xD
You were correct I believe in that 359 S, Be]lar%o ?5 part of the Viceroy at 413,
I talked to the clerk without revealing who { was and he said the foliowing (below) regarding
what 1§ probably left of the Town House .. the bungalows.
Subsequently I talked 1o Ken Lyon ol the Preservation Board whe told me the process to go
through to trv and save the bungalows. Verv nice guy and very helpful,
He did caution me thar the City Council 15 in a develepment mood and that all the Viceroy
(¥.or Corporation) has 1o do is say it would not be financizlly advantageous to save the

oungalows and that would pretty much finish them off

But the issue goss first 10 the Preser ation commineae and then to the city Couneil . per Ken.
Frank Bogert was more optimistic and said they vote to save older buildings every ume.

So [don't know how the issue would come our at this point but [ think it should be undertaken.
Time may be of the essence and the Cirv should be aware enough wo keep the owners from
iearing the bungalows down. Ken also said if they were to be completely demelished it would
haie to come befote the HSPB. There are many plovs developers use that [ am aware of however
and they are powerful. The City Couneil iz a key I believe.

An interesting point is that the Viceroy advertises thar various famous people stayed at the
Vicergy. Butthe Town House also was & favonte spot for famous people and like the Vieeroy
hed bungaiows in back. You'd think the Viceroy would keep them but you never know.

The post card of the Town House shows the large block-like Town House front structure ... now
gone. [fowever there 15 nathing that leoks fike a hotel on the 300 address side
The Vicerey used 10 be the Estrella and they sull call a spa sectian that is myv understanding.

The pagss included are soif explanator but they establish Frank Pershing {who buwit the Town

Heusz) as also being a Cin Councilinan. the dates, When he sold the Town House {1953),
his connection with Genersl Pershing (nephew) erd the General. Frank and mom in Palm Springs

(the preture). He was well liked. Frank Bowert remembered him too. € W/L



John Coghlan pg 2

Thank you for your newsletter. An interesting aside regarding your Hail Co. safe ..

The (ather of Richard Outeault who was co-builder of the Town House was B, F. Qutcault who
was 2lso the [ather of the Sunday Comic strip and creator of Buster Brown and the Yellow Kid.
His first job (roughly around 1985) was working for the Hall Safe Co, In Ohio where he painted
scenes on the doors of the safes. He was also 2 landscape paintar but became well off through
his cartwon work (for Joseph Pulilzer and Wm. Randolh Hearst) and later from his creation

of The Outcanlt Advertising Co. There is much about him on the Web ... see Richard Qlsons site.

Well I see I was not zble o stick 1o one page.

Use the materiat as you see fit .. exceprt for the letter as you can understand at this pont.

John Ceghlan

£3
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By Stefanie Frith

stefame. fmih@palmapnngssun.com

A Palm Springs hotel built in the 19343 that was ap-
proved for renovanen four years ago will be demolished.

La Serena Villas — once knowh ss the Saquoin — ar 330
3. Belarde Road will be torn down ar rhe recommendation
af the Palm Springs code enforcament team.

The gwner reccived ety approval four yesrs apo o
renovate the propenty in die Historic Tennis Club Neighe
borhoad, but property controller Chris Blaze said this
week that tough cconomic Times prevented redeveloping
L

We “are in no financial position to move forward ot this
ume,” Blaze sad. ;

The nearly one-gere parcel continued to detenarare, and
eode wnforcement fnld Blaze to either continue with ren-

b OURCITY

143

listoric hotel faces demolition

gvoiions or demolish the buildings.

“We really have no pluns right aow for whar we will do
with the pregerty.” Blaze said.

On Tuesday, the Palm Springs Historis Sice Preser-
vation Board tried 1o fnd a consensus for how o progeed
with the demohnion, Some thovght further investigation
ate the hisrorical naturc was needed. COrhers said thar
would delay an inevitable razing.

The oeard deadlocked and eventaally took no acden,
which means the application for demoltuion remains.

“This s very disappointing,” board member John
Williams said. “Thus 15 another histone building that is
(bemng) demolished By neglecc™

Whils the baard could not sgree Tuesday about how o
procesd with the hore)’s demalition, i1 did decide to meet
with the Building and Safery Department 1o discuss better

See fISTORIC, mage (0

Palm Springs Sun | Friday, May 16, 2008

HISTORIC: Renovation never materialized

mixed-use For Lawrencs pro-

Continwed from page 1

cammupicaron regacding code
enforeament and nistorie arens-
tures.

Williams said he remembersd
being an the board four years
apo when the swner of La
Serenia Villas proposed
“graudiesc”™ renovanons to the
DrORerTy.

“We didn’t elevate (the prop-
urty’s hstonc status) becduse

the property owner assured us
1t would be regsrorad,” fe waid.

MNow beard members worder
what will happen 1o the former
Orchid Tree Inn, which 15 near
La Sercpa Villaz. The Qrchid
Tree was approved for reng-
vatons in 2006 bur so far hag
been nv.‘*,_glt:ct::d and the vieum
of bwu fires,

The Monre Vista Flotel was
also neglected and torm down a
couple years ago For the

tect, which olso hasn’t begun,
vies chairman Jady Melson
said.

“We are going to kecp deal-
g with this,” he said.

But board member Shelly
Saunders ssad Lo Serena Villas
is & hazard and could continue
¢ deteriorare.

"We nead o push it through
for the incegnity of the neigh-
borhood,” she zaid.

£3
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Jormn J PERSHING
WASHINGTON

May 23, 1940.

Migs Mary Jane Psrshing,
Falm Springs, Calif,
My dear Jerie:
Aunt iy ssnt me 2 capy of your

spaech 1p the Lions Clul copiest aud 1t has _
reached me just now, I have reeq it wiih zraat

. " ™ )
L e N b pesh

interest and hesten to send you my very enthusis
zestic copgratulations, Tt iz perfootly splendid

ard I am 3g glad thet you are capable o dolag
such & Time pleee ol work.

ALl this sugpests to ne thset it would
be en excelliznt tning for you to cerry On ic a
girl’s epllepge 1ika Wellesley or Vassar, or soms
ather of Ligh rask, I feel That you rather cwe
1t to yourself and 1o all of us to glvs thls
every consideration. Tour spesgch ‘pdleoztes a
fines mind, which ysu should ceatlous to culbivat

I am very goryy chaf your Aunt Mey and
I did ngt heve ag cpportunity e visit Falp

&,

Springs this wear emd to g&z you and your meiber

and *hae redt ol the femily, bus if we go to tha
solthwedt agair mext wintsr we shall certeinly
drive over to Talm Spricgs for a short visirt,

Fleage mocunt nmy sTfectiondt2 gmod

wisheg and extend wthsm to your fethar cpnd nstiss

ard your grandmother,

3 Ly wours, sy
b o
7R j/éhﬁx&v:=.v.,
/ S
~ I
o

Y
i




Hardroma pew rosidenge Jor Mr. und Mer Framk Frr:l'amg now wndey toH-
tremepion in Tabaunz Fark WNo [ Arawricr awd Bemeds.:r, dicbtecss

THROUGH THE YEARS . . . statistics prove Palm
Springs Propesty has been and ir today the safest invest-
ment you can make. It brings Happiness and Health
and s a sewell investment. All property s increasing
rapidly in valic. Locations close-in are at a premuum,
The sheltered close-in sites near the mountain are, we
feel the choicest. Too, we feel they'll have the greatest
turpover value in the shortest time.

TAHQUITZ PARK No. II

"Has everyihing you want, Homesites, 100 feet {ront,
to estate size, from $1,700.00 up.

See Owner

AUSTIN McMANUS

Offices Narth and South Palm Canyon Dvve
Telephane 3694 and 4301

* PERSHINGS BUY FINE

FROPERTY

Sale of ntlmmruu-;‘; propartie
al buth resirlentlal aned e
types, one of copsideahle im
porienge, s Bogn eomplets:
by the dleplenes Rawlty Cum
pany e the past several Juys,
aceording to Harbeet I, Seith,
manzger.

One of the heet income
preperty hubdings of the com-
pany was purgliased Iy Py,
and Mz Frank Paruling of
Flushing, Leag [shnd. The
Pepshungs  Jave  cosided  in
Pulm Springs docmg thus Lo
Sidaail. yecugiing the San Ju.
cinly eattage, ore of the M.
Manui propertizs, Mo Pers
sling ie the sephew of Gen-
eral John Parshing.

The purchise by the Per-
shungs was made Joingly with
Raucllard F. Outoaglt apd i

e ed fas Pu;( 5
—_—

FERSHINGS BUY FINE
PROPERTY
(Coutitired feam Pegr Quey
mether, Mre. Mary J. Oup
eanlt, glen uf Mushing. Leng
lelaml. My, Qureanlt 12 the
dan of LRe famer] créater of
the camlc charecters, Buster
Brown. Mlery Jane and Taep,
well-rémembered for thalr an.
tigs in fhe comie se¢tiona ol
leaaling Sundsy newspipery of

PasL yeary

An intermeting group of dis.
tractve gnartment dwelilngs is
planned for varly caasieuetivn
oh the newly.gurchased prop.
erty,
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City of Paim Spnngs
Counciimembeis
1938 to Present

NAME

[ TERM

[DECEASER

ADDRESS

Jahn Willigms

—_ |4838104-940 |

N

[Robert Murray

4.1B-38 to 4-8-42

Bacon L, Cliten
Alvah F. Hicks

_ |A18-38 1 2-3-13

[4-78-35 {0 4+8.40

Frawk V. Shanpon

4-76-38 tp 4-9-40

-

Auslin & MeManus

4-18-38 to 4-9-40

Thales 5. Bayd

4-15-40 10 10-17-40

Fhilip L. Boyd

'4-21 4210 4-11-44

41505 Carlolla Dr #2350, Palm
Deser]

Hamy e rhyire-

lraymond M. Soruit, =1 540 fo-42480=42 -
Frank E Pershing £ 5

_4-15-40to 10-7-42 :
St 4 Taaz |

“First Mayar 1938.1942

John M. Connell

42142 lo 4-17-44

C.F, Adams

4-21-42 1 3-1-43

George H. Housman

11-4.42 (0 4-11-44

[Frank W._ Guller

1.20-43 g 4-11-44

Mauiice M, MeCann

Eugens E. Thaneau 2-3-43 10 4-18-94

4-18-44 10 4-2-47

(Culver Nichols

4-1B-44 to 4-13-48

Armand V, Turannat

4-18-44 10 4-13-48

Clarence E. Hyde

4-16-44 1o 4-13-48

|W.Z Allar

5-0-44 to 4-0-46

Edward F_Martell

3-7-45 to 12-1-46

Charlas 0. Farrall

4.16-45 [0 4=20-58

John Arehibald

4-1B-45 to 1-8-47

6§20 Techevah, Palm Sprngs

F. Thomas Kigley

1-8-47 1o 11-20-50

1800 &, Sunsise Way, Palm
Spnngs

4-16.47 {0 ¢-13-48

Floyd Bigsley
Willizam H. Veith

4-20-48 to 10-4-50

Flonan G Boyd
Ruth Hardy

[4-20-48 to 7-31-53
3-50-48 1D 4-12-80

2185 B, Alea Palm Sprngs

yBS

W.L. Waring
Jery Nathanson

127284810 4-11-50
4-18-50 to 4-8.58

Ezris C Strebe

4-'18-50 o 4-10-58

yes

Frank W Millar

4-18-50 1o 4-15-38

Theodere McKinne
3zorge K Sanborn

4-15-562 to 4-21-64

1570 Calle De Maria Palm Springs

yeeg

2-86

B-5-53 o 11-12.57

yes

Leanard . Wolf, Jr

4-17-58 o 4-12-60

Flonan (¢ Boyd

11-13-57 to 10-22-68

Mary Carlin

4-18-58 Lo 4-21-64

7106 N Sunfise Way, Paim

12414104 Springs
yes 12188 E, Aleje, Palm Sprmgs

yes

4-13-58 1o 4-18-86

1-08

George Saebe Jr,

John Wood
Eane . Slrebe

Kenneth Kirk
Harry F Prisley

] A4-15-38 o 4-12-60

4-19-E0 tn 4-21-64

yes

4-19-60 10 4-21-B4

41950 ta 4-27-64 |

1480 £ Racquel Club Palm
yes Springs

yo3

Matthew J. Qragiecevich

4-21-64 1o 4-16-68

yas
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CITY QF PALM SPRINGS
CALIFGRNIA

Oatober 2, 1942

Major Frank E. Pershing
Wingate Urdnance Depot
Gellup, Wew Mexlco

Dear Franlk:

I wltkheld your resignation until
two or three days =ge as Housman had not returnad
to town. I had one tzlk with him and expect to havs

ahother todey.

We all excasdingly regrel that it

wes ne¢essaPry for you to prezsent your resignation
as we had hoped you would be stationed in this vicinlty
and could kesp up your councllmanic dinties.

All success to you, We hapae you will

return to us when this thing 1s over and that 1t will
be gooner than we now entlelpate. Regards to you from

811 our elty employeeg.

Sincerely,

x"ﬁm
k] -

F, V. 2hannon

TFi

L

.



NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION OF PARTNERIHOIP

Notice 18 hereby given that the partnershlp of whlch the wndersigned
R. F. OUTCAULT, MARY JANE PERSHING, MARJORIE F. QUPCAULT AND FHANK E.
FPERSHING, ware the members, and whilich conducted a Dualneszs under the
name "The Town House" at 359 South Belardo Road, Palm Springs ,l Grlifor-

nia, was disaelved on the 18th day of July, 1955.

Further notlee 1s hereby glven that pone of the undersigned 1s or
will be resaponaible for any cherges or oblligations lncurred under the
name "The Pown House" or for the property or busipess at the above

2ddress from and after the 18th day of July, 1955.

Dated thiz 26th day of Auguszt, 1955,
R. ¥. Outeaul%
. b, 10 Al
gﬁ% Jane Pemhi%

Marjorie F. Qubkcault
. AL

Frank E. Pershiﬁ
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Years laler, Congress distributed the cven m]mburﬂd sections of land to the Agua-

Caliente Indians, which then ereated the checkerboard pattern of growth that 15 still evident in the

Palm Springs zrea today. The Native Amcricans were unable to develop much of the prime

close-in real gstate until recent vears bocause of cowt battles over allotment equalization,

litigation with the local governmment over zoning, and Lhe ostablishment of long-term leasing
rights {or Indian landowners,

The first permanent white settler in the Palm Springs arez was Johm Guthrie MeCallum, 2
nofable judge and attomey from San Francisco, MeCallum atrived in 1884 with his family
secking health for his tubercular son, Two years later, he purchased the surrounding land in the
vicinity from the Southem Pacific and set about lmproving the water sipply by constructing an
aquednct. Completion of the aqueduct made possible the rapid growth of fuit tress and alfalfa
fields and led o the subsequcnt rich agricultoral development of the Coachella Valley.

Another ¢olonist, Doctar Welwood Murray, who purchased a sitc fom MeCallum
opened the first family operated hotel in 1886, In 1897 MeCallum passed away, but his daughter
Pear] McManns still resided in the Village,

In the late 18%0s, at the eagtern end of the valley, the famous agricnltural history of Indio
began when botanist Pat Gale experimented with date shoots thal CP. Huntlingten, president of
the Sonthemn Pacific Ratlroad, brought with him fom a vacation io Algeria, Today Indio end the
agricultural area smrrounding it produces 9 percent of the annuat 1.8, date crop, plus a varety

of other fruit.

By the tum of the century, Palm Springs was becoming a thriving resort commumty with
more that ten buildings, a post office, and many seasonal visitors. In the carly 1900s, word
spread that the dry climate in the desert communities had health benefits. A number of boarding
houses in Palm Springs specializing in asthmatic and respiratary care began to draw visitors.
Nellie Coffman, credited with [ounding the {amous Desert Tnn in Palm Springs, started her
hostelry as a healil-care boarding howse'in 1909

Within the small town, a school house was erected in 1914, and by 1918, the eatly
villagers, spwred on by Mrs. Coffinen, founded a Board of Trade which functioned as a chamber
of commerce for the community. Early hotel operators seized the opportunity to attract wealthy
Easterners afraid to travel 1o Burope Tor spa treatments during World War 1

Following the soceess of the Desent Inn, ofher regorls large and small catering to a
moneyed elite appearced in Palm Speiugs m the 1920s and 1930s. (Of these, the most noteworthy
were the Oasis Hotel (1925) and the El Mirado Tote! (completed 1928). By the [ate 19205, the
arca had become popuiar with the Hollywood crowd as a winter playzround lor movie stats and
moguls. The grand El Mirade Holel received wide pubheity as the largest and most sumptuous
of the Palmr Springs resorts.  Charlie Fame)l and Ralph Bellamy, two young film stas who

371 Belurde Road

PCR Serviees Corpontion Aprl 2005
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wanted more z2ccess to the area’s few, but popular iennis courts, founded the prestigious Palm
_ Spriugs Racquet Club m 1932, Smaller hostels in the area imilially included, the Bstralla Inn,
which was constructed in 1933 and the Inglesids [nn. Built iu 1925 as the estate of the
Humplrey Birge family, owners of the Pierce Arrow Motor Car Company, the property was sold
and then converted to a2 20-room innm in 1935, The Orchid Tree Inn, eriginally called the
“Sakarah” apartment motel, was buill as 2 small courtyard bungalow motel around 1934,

As Palm Springs grew, local concerns over a lauck of adequate zonjing controls led to a
steeessinl vote for incorporalion a3 a city in 1938, World War II brought increased achvity to
the desert with (General George S. Patton Jr. directing militery training maneuvers in preparation
for an invasion of the North Afifcan deserts. The El Mirado Hotel and grounds were
requisitioned and tumed into the Torney General Hospital in time to receive the wounded from
the batilefields of the war. An airfield was established at the time with two-mile Jlong mnways,
which Ialer became the Pdlm Springs Aupoit.

Follpwing the end of World War I, Palm Springe retumed to its pre-war resort status.
Growth of thiz deser area, as well ag much of the Coachella Valley, expericneed an extended
building boom lasting over three decadss. Large and small hotels thrived dunng this period,
many located along Indian Canvon Avemne. Additionally, Palm Canyon Drve became the
commercial heart of the city wilh its sitrip of retail stores, restaurants, and glamorons nightclubs
such as the Chi Chi and the Doll House., Some of sovthemn California’s most exclusive gtores
opened branches along Palm Canyon Drive, including Bullock’s , Robinson's, and Desmond’s.
By 1960 Palm Spongs had been transfommed into an increasingly urban environment with
schools, hospitals, an zirport, and other eivic amenities.

In addition {o the construetion of cuslom residences throughout the City after 19435, tract
honses markeled as second homes to upper middle class buyers began to appear. These tract
homes were desipmed in the Modem architectural idiom that wag becoming increasingly popular
m the Coachella Valley and throughout southem California during (hese decades. The first Palm
Sprogs Iract development of approximately 100 dwellings was built in 1942-49 near the
Tehquitz Creck in the seuth end of lown by Los Angeles-hased developer Paul W. Trousdale.
Starting 1n 1957, and continuing until the mid-1960s, San Femando Valley developers George
and Robert Alexander constructed the fust of thonsands of tract houses in the Modem
architectural style that wonld be built throughout Palm Springs.

From the 1970s through the early 1990s, condominiums became the primary residepizai
building type constueted in the City {or use as second homes. It wags during thege years that
Palmi Springs entered an extended penod of economic dechne that derived, in part, fom the
then-perceived dated look of its archilecture, distance from numerous golf courses, and lack of
expansive new gated commmivilies in comparisen to the growing Coachella Valley aties of
Rancho Mirage, Palm Deserl, Tndian Wells, and La Quinta tocated firther mast, Palin Springs’
fortunes furmed around; however, in the late 1990s when the city’s rich architectural hertzge and

Historic Regources Ansessment Report

268 Belardo KRead
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its pedestrian-fricndly downtown was rediscovered and publicized. Today, Palm Spromgs is
gxperiencing 2 building boom that rivals its 1950s and 19605 heyday.

4. Tourist Campe and Bungalow Conrts

With the growing poputlacity through the teens and twenties of the antomobile, g new
kind of tougism, nol dependent on the railroads, began te floungh throughout the couniry. The
proliferation of the automobile reinforced the mavement for a comprehensive system of national
highways, begun jn the 19" century. Gaining momentum with the establishment of a coast-to-
coast road and the passage of the Federal Highway Act of 1916, automaobile tourism captured the
imagination of the American public. Travel by automobile seemed o offer the ultmate in
freedom of destination and from the Litmtations of time and budget. At first, the pioneers of the
open road slept n ad hoc campgrounds.  Subsequently, mupicipalites and private Jandowners
opened organized totrist camps, eventually equipping them with such amenities as toilets and
showers, parking areas, picnic tables, fireplaces, and cven eleclricity. In the 1920s, some
entreprenents decided that more permanent accommeodations would attract paying clientele, and
cabin campa began to dot the highways More widely known ag ¢abin courts, cottage couris, and
tourst courfs, Mese fucilitics were the forerunners of that fixture of American highway, the
motel." In appearance, the lourist courts had much in ¢ommon with the bungalow cowurt,
inciuding its design and configuration. The pomary difference between the two was the grealer
emphasis put on automobile accommadation m the tounst conrt, where ihe central courtyard
usnally became an internal access road and parking was provided for each unil. In fael, the word
“Mo-tel” was registered with the Library of Congress by Pasadena bungalow court architest,
Arfhur §. Heineman, in 19259 The first rocorded wee of the word was at Heineman's Milegtone

Motel, which opencd in San Luis Obispo in 1926.%

First appearing on the southern Califormia landscape dunng the 1910s, bungalow courts
consisted of a series of detached collages, each uswally conlaining one or two dwelling nnits,
arranged around a ceatral, public space. Plans of the coorts varied somewhiat, most commonly
appesting as two bare connected across the rear ta form a “U” shape. Often the composition of
the court would bave a central focal point, either a two-slory rear unit, an archway across the
gntry or at the rear connecting the units, a light standard of some other element of ihe landscape.
Where spacc permitted, individual gardens enhanced cach bungalow. Bach unit would have its
own entry either facing the conrt or the sireet. Living arcas would also face the court, with
kitchens and bathrooms placed at the rear of the building, where a penimeter serviee path was
usually sited. Garopges, when provided, werc located in the rear of the property, accessed either
by driveways along the sides of the court or by a daveway that ran through the center of the
courtyard. Stylistically, courts displayed the same architcetural {astes that were evident in the

—r——

W Chesigr I Liehs, "Moin Stregr to Mireele Mife. American Roadside Architecture, " op. 160184,

” “Bungalow Courls in Puesadena, "' Neational Regrester of Historic Places nomination.

2 hid
261 Belardo Road Iistoric Raoures Asspment Report
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mademism for the masses: appealing, affordable tract houses, opén-pan, pastaand«bcams

structuras with butterfly roofs and sweeping {loor-to-ceiling windows.

The style was also incorporatcd into a variety of short-term transient lodging facilibics,
stieh as apartment buildings and motels. The molsl becamne an archetypal building type, and
Paimn Springs boasts one of the finest collections of custom and commereially designed motels in
the country. Many were designed by prominent Modernist architects, including Albert Frey,
Stewarl Williarns, William Cody, John Laotoer, and William Xrsel. As with any flexible and
living architectural type, the motel adapted to the conditions of Palm Springs. In the City, motels
were a destination, a vacation spot, where pcople came to spend a weekend, a week, or 2 month.
The spectacular views of the mountains and the perfect winter weather were 1o be enjoyed at the
motel, These considerations altered the prototype, with kitchenettes and larger, mors shellered
poal and outdoor arcas. The resort character, present but minimized in typical roadside motels,
was enlarged in many of these logal designs.

Readside motels sold themselves as momentary vacation breaks, where one could relax
from a rigorous business trip or long and hot road trp next to a cool pool with either a diving
board ar curving Gberglags slide. Carefrec names liks the Town and Desert, Villa Royale, Warm
Sands Villa, Desert Riviers, Holiday House, or Palm Garden, all Palm Springs motels
advertising in the 1953 crty directory, underscored the basic epclntectural character of escape and
recreation. Pool terraces were social settings as well, where strangers mingled and befriended
each other. One of the hest of these was William Cody’s 1955 L'Horizon, a caspal eollechon of
Modemn, flat-roofed bungalows around a broad lawn and pool built [or movie direcior Jack
Wrather, The wide-saved bungalows situated on an oblique grid provides an unfolding
cxperience of mmall courts, puvate entries and lewsurely rambles among the buildings. Palm
Springs, playground of the wealthy in the 1920s and 19303, reconfigured itself to handle the
mercasing number of middleclass vacationers in the 1930s. Asg in honsing and store design,
Modernismm provad a popular means of attractimg those cugtomers.

Local architect Albert Frey designed a number motcls and Jong-term lodging facilities
within the City. Thc design of the San Jacinto FHotel, built in 1935 apd the Villa Hermosg,
erecied i 1947, roflect modem European worker’s honsing of the 1930s; beth include flat-
roofed forms, with multiplc staircases Isading down to a ¢common central pool and garden. The
1958 Premiers spartment motel, which is located within the survey sindy area, exhibits lypicai
stylistic influences of the many two-story vernacular metels thet had already dotted many of the
California roadsides at the time. The form is mere streamlined and unified than the earlier

maotels

Modemism not only flotrished in Palm Sprngs’ residential architeciure, but in the ¢ity's
civic and commercial buildings foo, among them the Albert Frey designed city hall building, the

" plun Hest and Andrew Danish, Palm Springs Weekend, pg 34
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Palm Springs Inlernational Airport, the Palm Springs Nesert Mussurn, dozens of retail shops, and
numerous bank buildings. From city hall to bank buildings o retail sheps to motels 1o cusiom
homes to country ¢lubs to tract homes, the full and varied impact of Modernism cun be seen in

Palrn Springs as clearly as anywhere else.

6. Orchid Tree Inn Propeﬂy

Situated at the southwest comer of Belarde Road and Baristo Road, the Qrchid Tree Inn
has been welcoming guests since the mid-1930s. Over the years, the inn has expanded to include
most of the property surrounding the inilial bungalow court motel. Today, a variety of housing
types comnprise the Orchid Tree Inn property, including a Craftsman bungalow; a Modem style
apartment building; a combination one- and two-story apartment complex; a small Spanish stvle
duplex; a one-story, L-shaped motel complex; 4 reclangular shaped, four-unit apartment; and the
criginal “U” shaped courtyard motel. Prior o the construction of the Spanish Colonia) Revival
tourist court, the block in which the property is located was primanly undeveloped. The 1920
Sanborn Fire Insurance map illustrates the area with defined parcel lots, 2 one-story dwelling

-along what was criginally called Palm Avenue (now referred to as Ralardo Road), a single-

family residence and 2 small duplex ulong Orange Avenue (now called Cahuilla Road), and a
few houses of varying size along Park (now Arcmas Road). Lime Street, which would later
become Banstn Road, contained no improvements along this block and only two residences a

few blocks weast.

At the nme, most of the hotels, motels, and resorts, including the Winter Garden Hotel,
Desert Inn, Qasis Hotel, El Mirador Hotel, and others were north of the Orchid Tree Inn site.
The oldest strueture on the Orchid Troe Inn propety is a Craflsman influenced bungalow, which
15 dated from around 1215, Situated along the east side of Cabuilla Road within the Qrchid Trec
Inn grounds, ibis dwelling once had its own address as 248 South Cahuilla Road (later changed
lo 262 South Cahuilla Road). For over 45 years it was owned and occupied by Genevieve
Reilly, a Chnstien Scicncc practitioner. It was later acquired and incorporated as part of the
Orchid Tree Inn property and converted to transient lodging as part of the motcl.  Since its
acquisition, the bungalow has heen extensively altered on the exterior and interior. Much of the
exterior (eatures, including the stucco sding and river rock cladding are recent additions,

Loeated a [ew lots to the north, still within the Orehid Tree Inn property, is a small one-
story Spanish Colonial Revival duplex. No building permits exist for this stucco clad building;
however, in reviewing Sanbom wmaps and lax assessor records, as well as assessing its
architectural style, workmanghip, and materials it appears (his stnall residence was erected
around 1927. In reviewing city dircclory information, the property was owned [or over twenty
years by Mac Abbott, a non-resident of Palin Springs who lived in Claremont and ussd this
mulb-family dwelling on a scasonal basis. The other unit in this duplex appears to have been
utilized as & rental with a variety of whute-collar Lype workers occupying it over the years. With

751 Belarde Road - e - Histaric Resourees Agsessment Feport
TCR Services Comoration Aprl 2005
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an address ol 244 Soutl Cabuilla Road {laler changed to 244-248 South Cahuilla Road}, ihe\S

property was sold in 1965 and acquired as part of the ever-expanding Orchid Tree Inn.

Over the yeirs, as morc seasona) visitors came 1o Palm Springs the need for adequate
shott-term lodging facilities grew. The Orchid Tree lan, consuucted in 1934 by local boilder
Herbert Foster, was built in response (o that lodging demand. Erected at the northwest comer of
Baristo and Belardo roads (originally Limn¢ and Pabn Avcnue) the small motel called the
“Sakarah™ was constmcled as a 10 unit bungalow court motel apartment. As was lypical at the
lime, the complex was designed in the Spanish Colonial Revival style and fealured a Jarge
landscaped court area in the conler. The original entry approach mto the complex was off
Baristo Road, In the latter part of 1940, the motel pot only changed ownership, but its unixual
name. Under the management of John “Harry” and Martha Irvin, the motel was renamed the
“Apache Lodge.” As to not cause confusion, the name Sakarah was also listed along side the
Apache Lodge in the Jocal city directories for a number of years. By 1948, the smzll mote]
changed nemes, and probably ownership though nol documented, again. Retaining its 226 West
Bansto Road address, the complex was now called the Bel-Ardo Villas. For approximately two
years the bungalow court motel operated utider this name; however, by 1952, il was =old and
repamed yet again. [t was at this (ime that the properly acquired its current name the “Qrchid
Tree Inn,” a5 well as a swimming pool with diving boerd and additional landsecape features such
as orchid trecs. Over the next ten ycars Lhe property would undergo cxterior modifications that
would include replacement of original wood-framed windows with aluminum sliders, the
removal of Spanish Colonial Revival inspired wroughl iron window freatmenls, modifications to
the central portal at the north end of the complex (originally arched), and the re-landscaping of
the courtyard area. Tn the recent past, addiional alterations to the complex have mcluded the re-

location of the main entrance of the complex from Bariste Road 1o Belardo Road, the re-

configuration of some of {he individual units, the re-stuccoing of exterior surfaces, tile roof
repair, and further re-landscaping of the courtyard area and the installation of a newer swimming
pool. Even with hese modifications, however, the property still retains and reflects its original
design intent as a charming hungalow court motel and conveys a particular perind of time in

Palm Springs’ history.

Built along South Belardo Road is the fourll oldest structure on the Orchid Tree Inn
grounds. Located along the northeast boundary of the property, adjacent to motel’s pazking lot,
this one-story, four-unit apartment building was built around 1938, Designed in a vemacular
modem styls, it was owned and occupied initially by Mrs. Louise Fanning, Refemred to ag the
“Elidore Apartments” with an individual address of 231 South Belardo Road, the units that
comprise the complex were occupied over Lhe years by family members, including Elizabeth,
Kenneth, Dorothy, and Margaret Fanning (Potter). It appears thai (he name of the building was
denived by combining the [irst part of the names Elizabeth and Dorothy; however, this
hypothesis has not been confirmed. The fourplex was acquired [row the Fanning family m 1970,
and incotporated into the overall Orchid Tree Inn property.

T Historic Redanrees Assessmenl Report

261 Balervlo Hond
April 2005

PCR Services Corporation
Papge 15

-

o2

[T Y



—‘___—ﬂ

October 24, 2003

We have included a Harford Hotel-selector from the Hartford Service “the
Travel Agents Representative™ for Palm Springs Califomia 1o the year 1941-

42,

The format lists local hotels, ranches, apartments and bungalows thai are
avaiiable for rent in the city of Palm Springs.

La Serena 1s listed under “Bungalows™ and is noted to have 32 units and had
servant quarters along with serving a “mixed clientele.”

There are only three of these “bungalows” listed in the this hotel-selector
and if La Serena is torn down we will loose one of the most unique motor-
type lodgings located in the Palm Springs ar¢a at a very important point i
our local history.

I have included brochures from other hotel and apartment hotels on the list .
One that was on the list, “Casa Cody” has been demarcated as a Class I
historical site and bas been saved. Many of the others on the list have been

lost to development.

Also included 15 information on La Serepa which represents an era of motor
bungalows where it was possible to park next to a self contained bungalow
aparttment and enjoy a exceptionally comfortabie stay in our [air city.
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PabmGphings

CALIFORNIA

Cangorrz WisTa

HOTEL and ATARTMENTS
418 Scuth Palm Canyon Drive

DAILY BATES - Qet, 1 teo Deo. 15 and
Easter to Jun., 1 (sxcept holidays

Hotel Rooms 2 psrsons

$6.5¢ to 3$8.50

Double Ante. 2 to 4 persans

$10.00 to $15.00

Triple Apte., 4 to 6 paraons
$16.00 to 3$20.00

DATLY RATES ~ Dac, 15 to Fastar

Hotel Rooms 2 peracns

$9n00 and %lD-GD
Double Apta, 2 to 4 persons
215,00 and $18.00
Trizls Apta, 4 to 5 perscong

Extre parsons 52,50 per night sach

Guasts may anjoy the use of ths
swimming pool Just acress the street
at El Enecanto.

AUFERYISID PLAY PROGRAY FOR CHILDRER

2

telsvhone Palm Springa a343
in Loz Angeles - HOllywood ©-2111

59




PALM SPRING:
CALIFOQRMNI.

PLEASURE-

House Iy rplly

HOTEL— ARPARTMENTS

wﬂio'u'se w}ﬂu rp-|1 y

S HOTEL—APARTMENTS
Phone 5700 Myss Billle Murphy, Monoger
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"May we welcome you to
The HOUSE OF MURPHY?"

Whea you eame to Palm Snrings, you will eempletoiy
anfay WP undar tho roys of aue waren winter oun.
The Hause of Murphy incorparates many unumal fae-
turnc thai will promete ard benofl your heslth and
happiness, making it your ideal vacetion headquarters,

n. / :

:fhaeéf

NPALM

‘\CANYDI’-

COMFORT

HEALTH

PLEASURE .

& i healits
Mporsby, you a¥a find healthfel setivities thar n-
cluda riding, swimming, geif, fannly and swary pther

outdoor sperh, Thers is a naversanding program te

inferest you, Il‘lvigurnﬁng, kealth restaring naturel
Sulphur Spring baths.

-
L7




“IDEALLY LOCATED"

Agains! He unuzval setting of bayutiful Tahquitz Can.
yon and tha towering mouvataingide nestles aur mod-
wrn hott] and apartmants. The eabire dusart and ple-
turesque village onfold af your faet. Rogrestianal
facilities anel sconic wonders are all quiekly aczessible.
A congenial gravp of refined prople from the buni.
nass and social world fein you in making The House
of Murphy the happy Vacationland.

“ Lovely

WCANTON
1

HEALTH

.

"HEALTH AND HAFPINESS" say _Ledding
Scientists, The rays of the dun bozome "&xtra bene-
fizial for eur we"-bbing when the bhuman body is
grounded. We have fastalled 'a spncial device that
Far the first time glves you the rayd of the sun in tkeir
mest healthful fnrm.; v

Clur sciendifinally built roef ggr#ﬂn I the ultimile In
sunkathing. Re-::rfded arnag for Fadiss and gentlemen.




COMPFORT

The Housa <f Murphy
sffers many oew saiene
hiic addifions far your
cemfart, including dis-
infoction af your room
ar wpariment that leaver
it immaculately fresh
and cican,

Cur air Gonr]ng syriem
brings ta you a sens
stant flow of cloan froch
sir and it aperated te
it maalmum efficicnay.
OFf courie owr unit heat
givel you warmfh and
Freshress af sun light ...
pperabed By you, elec-
trically, at a moment s
nofice i asch apark-
ment. Every room with
private baf{z.

RATES
51.50 and wp fingiv.
54.50 end up doubfe,

5750 and up for
apartment

Weehl, d +hi
" atscount. T

HQUSE GF MURPHY
Hotel—Apartmaenis

FALM SPRINGS




Apartments in originzl building, all on grof
Mooy, consist of :wo rooms with twin beds, pr
barh and kitchenette, DExtra bed at small aldn
CosT.

Also one larger apartment with accommoda

for four.
AMUSEMENTS
Horobrek riding, hiking and metor eripe are')
chief diversions. A public golf course, with non
fee, Is now available. Dinoer dances st the hetcls
vide evening amusement.
Chranic fmvalids or tuberculasr persons canno
accepted as guests of the Flacienda.
RATES Lt
Single apartments, accommodacipg three, FI5JNNE
$45 per weel, everything furnished. .
Mounthly rates $125 to $130. Extras, gas and o
“ricity {on tmeter) and laundry. '
‘Two room aparrments, accommodating two,
per week, everpthing Furrished.

Monthly rares $100. FExiras, elecericity, gas .
laundsy.

Three roorn apartment, accommeodating four, £ .
per weck, everything furaished, or $140 por molCHEe
electricity, gas and laundry extra. ;

Rates by day, $5.00 and $6.00 for one and &
for each additional person who
occupies the apartment.

Deposit required with reservations

W/ rite or Phoner

MR. OR MRS. RGBERT G. PARKER
FROFRIETORS

“THE HACIENDA™
Telephone 3852 Paim Canyon Dy
PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA

ST ATRDI

“The Hacienda”

SINGLE zed DOUBLE

Apartments

By Day, Week
ot Moath

PALM SPRINGS
CALIFQRNIA




THE HACIENDA

{An apartment house where you feel at hormne.)

The “charm of the desert” i an intangible some-
thing which cannnt be explained. Tr is in the spark-
ling sunshine which warms vou physically: in the to-
mance of soft moonlighe and hlack, silver-studded skies
which thrill you emotionally; in the mystery of shif=-
ing sands and unbroken silences which awe you: and
in the winds and clements which challenge you. The
desert i3 a mystic place of relaxation and peace sur-
rounded by slouniatus and canyons to be admired, ex-
rlored end remembered.

These are but 2 few of the reasons why cvery win-
ter season, beginning early in Ocrober and lasting vneil
tate in My, thousards of people go o Palm Springe,

" quiet but vitally alert little village, 452 fzet abowve
sea level, on the edpe of the Colorade Desert of Cali-
fornig, 113 miles ewt of Leos Angcles.

HOW TO REACH PALM SFRINGS

The Pickwick stages make daily teips direct o
Palm Springs, and the Southern Pacific trains dis-
charge passengers ten miles from the wiilage where 2l!
bus night trains are met by o Jocal stage.

Tle auromabile trip, vin the Valley Boulevard gut
of Los Angeles, is through endless citrus groves of in-
toxicating perfume or golden fruit. It cuts through
the center of the largest vineyard in the world and then
to Ontario, where you make a choice between going
through Riverside, and up the Jack Rabbit Trail, o
Beaumont, ur through Redlends to Bemumont and
then through the almond orchards sureeunding Ban-
ning

Thirteen miles east of Banning you turm might of
the main highway and go ten miles on good macadam
read to Palm Springs. Here you find modern hatels,
apartment houses and private hommes, archirecturally
in harmony with the desert, ser in an ozsis of magni-
ficent old catronwoods and stately palms, and descrt
gurdens of eacti, wild varbenas and glant oleanders.

THE HACITNDA

The Hacienda, a “homay apartment house,” Is
ideally located on Palm Canyon Drive, the main highe
way, at the south cnd of the village in a protected cove
of the mountain almost at the cacranee of Tahquits
Canyon. This canyon is second only o Palm Croyon
in beauty and interest and is considared the Likers’
principal ohjective.

The Hacienda has recently been remodeled and six
single apartwicnts added and gas Jnstwlled for besting
and cooking.

The furnishings are simple, cheerful and apriic
with the comfort and convenienee of guesrs the! -
comsideration. Wide verandas and grassy lawn make
lounging in the sun z daily delighe.

There is 2 campact kitcher for complere house-
keeping, or guests can dine at several excellent hotels
and restaurants, all within 2 radins of three blocks.

Delivery of fresh vegerables, milk and provisions
are equal to city accommedations and maid service can
be had at reasonable rates.

Single Apartments o the new two-story section
vonsist of ane large reom cquipped with double wall
bed and three foor eouch bed, privare bath and k-

chenarie.
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Jay Thompson
o _ RECE]
Fram: avlaian{@aol.com CiTY OF pM;;( %%RFHGL-
Sapf:  Boturday, Noevemnber 01, 2008 3.07 PM -
e - Z00BNOV ~3 M 9: g3
To: CityClerk@palmaprings-ca gov; Jay Thompson
Subject: Case No. HSPB - 60 JAMES THORESGN

CITY CLERK
Drear Mr, Thompson:

RE: CASE NO. HSPB - 69 /LAS SERENAS VILLAS

This letter 15 intended to voice my support for the designation of ihe Las Serenas Villas as a Class 1
Historic Site. My husband and I live at 377 W. Baristo Road, spveral blocks away from Las Serenas
Villas. When the hotel was still open, we visited it during the annual Christmas Walk through the
Historic Tennis Club Neighborhood, and were very pleasantly surprised to leam the history of the hotel,
and 1o hear the names of the celebrties and personalities who were associated with the history of the
hotel. It's characler and history bolster the stature of the Historic Ternis Club area, and are part of what
defines Palm Springs as being unique. The heritage of Palnt Springs is one of the glamour associated
with being a resort retrear for Hollywood celebrities and dignitaries, and inns like the Las Screnas are, in
2008, ihe oniy real evidence of ihat era that remain.

Please vole to designate this historic property as a Class 1 Historic Site s0 that it ¢an be preserved; we
have alrcady lost far too many of the distinctive properties that esteblished Palm Springs, and the
Historic Tennpis Club Neighborhood, as being special.

Sincerely,

Lauri Aylaian

377 W. Bansto Road
Palm Springs, CA 92262
760,323 1187




Historic Sile Praservation Board
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Minutes from the Nevember 10, 2608 Meeting

7.A HEPB -89 — LA SERENA VILLAS — Propased Designation of 339 South Belardo Road as a
Class 1 Historic Site and Notice of Exception from CEQA, Zane R-3, Section 13.

Director Ewing summarized the Staff Report, past history, and actions taken on this property.
Two more emails were handed out today urging designation. Council asked HSPB to consider
this property and determine if i can be recommended back to Council as a Historic Site. The
structures were bullt as a small hotel in the 1930s in 2 Spanish Eclectic style. The property is
being considered in ils 2004 condition prior o alterations, as current sondition of the property
strucfures is poor, bul many features are in tact. The 2004 permite have expired because
restoration work was never completed. A Stay of Demolition was issued by Council pending
histeric designation research. The Stay expires in January 2009, Siaff {esls this is a “close call”
for Class 1 designation because of its gurrent slale and the requirements to renovate and restore
the structures. There are three options far this Board to take: (1) Terminate the Investigation and
take no further dction; {2) Recommend Class 1 designation o the City Council based on the
requirements that any alterations or renovations comply with the Secretary of Interor Standards;
or (3) Recommend Class 2 designstion, by idenlifying the site as “...unusable, non-conforming,
un-restorable, ar the like.” Staff believes there i3 sufficlent avidance to support a recommendation
for Class 1 Histotie Site designation, based an viable buildings in 2004 and today — although they

have been significantly altered.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: :
Michael Gonzales, attorney from Allen Matkins Law Firm, Los Angelss, for the La Serena owners,
stated that the data in the records does not support the conclusions listed in the Staff Report and
{hat no action or a Class 2 designation would be warranted. The record is incomplete as basged
on an analysis of the adjoining Orchid Tree property. Conclusionry statements are found through-
out the Staff Report and owners feel strongly there is not significant dala in this record to support
the two conclusions. The property owners request that HSPB not recommend Class 1
designation given its eurrent condition. Based on the severe downturn of the capital market, there

are no finances sufiicient to completa the vision for the property.

Frank Tysen, Casa Cody Inn, 175 South Cahuilia Road, spoke strongly in favor of designating La
Serena a Class 1 Historic Site as the owner of nearby Casa Cody and as a Board member of the
Historic Tennis Club Neighborhood organization, whose Board has voted unanimously for the
preservation of La Serena. Mr. Tysen also gerves on the Board of the Small Hotels of Palm
Springs and they aré very concarmed about this issus. La Serena is situated in Palm Springs’
oldest nelghborhood and contributes to the characler and unigueness of Palm Springs. Historic
Inns are the defining quality for Palm Springs thet no olher city in the valley has. There were 21
historic inns in Palm Springs in the 19808, seven have been lost to condo conversions,
apartments, substance sbuse cenfers, and private compounds. Some have been changed
beyond recognition. The Las Serena and Orchid Tree are languishing in halFdemolished
conditions. The survival of this important neighborhood is at stake and the increasing logs of
rooms and revenue are at risk. Wilh the loss of these inns and small hotels, this histeric
nelghborhood becomes less authentic and less valuable, He pointed out that HSPB has
discussed this nelghborhood for becoming the first historic district. Mr. Tysen mentioned he had
talked with potential buyers this morning who have an interest in re-purchasing and restoring La
Serena, but current ownership has never respondsd to their inquiries. The project could easily be
restored. Mr. Tysen urged the Board to suppor| Class 1 designation of La Serena. )

FUBLIC COMMENTS CLOSED
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binutes from the November 10, 2008 Meeting

BOARD DISCUSSION and concerns:
(1) Several important small holels and inns have been lost and they do bring an important

economic aspect to the City. Resloration for La Serena may be daunting, but there is
enaugh left for restoration ta occur;

(&)  If demalition is allowed to proceed, it mighl be setting a very dangerous precedent in Pajm
Springs because there are other potential hisloric properties sitting vacari. it would be a
matier of time before they come before this Board one al a lime for demolition;

When is the potential buyer gaing to come forward?:

La Serena was not on the list of 53 significant properties from the 2004 survey;

HSPB needs to look at this property in its current condition — not the 2004 condition;

It may he appropriate to give more time to determine viability of restoring;

Board needs to look at La Serena in a broader context than just architectural features;
Owners went into this with plans to renovale and restore, the buildings were stripped to
a point where they can be renovated and upgraded. La Serena maintains tha scale and
massing of the motor court tradition, and could easily be renovated, but at some expense;
La Serena was viable when originally purchased, but was allowsd lo fall into its currant
deteriorated condilion;

{(10) There appears to be a polential buyer who needs fo come forward

(11) If this property is changed to a Class 1 designation, what is the process with the ownar?

(12) How long will the process of doing anything be delayed?

(13} Is there is any designation the Board could propose that would restrict it to the current
massing density for a future project, and are these the only options at this time or could the
Board propose an extension of 90 days for the potential buyer to come forward?

(14) Could two-story buildings be built on that parcel based on current zoning?

Director Ewing explained that if Council adopls a recommendation from HSPB and acts to
deslgnate La Serena as Class 1, it would subject any new action on the property to a review by
HSPE for appropriateness. The applicant can propose whatever they wish, but whatever is done
will trigger a review process with HSPB. The permits have expired and the Building department is
eoncernad about the condition of the structures. They have recenily inspected the site and now
believa tha buildings are secure enough that there are no immediate safety hazard issues. It may
ba that the buildings could remain in their current stats before the property owner makes any kind
of proposal regardless of designation. If this property was clear of existing bulldings, staff does
not know. To speculate that what might be praposed or approved In the future is difficult to
prediel. The City retains {olal control over density, design under restrictions of the Zoning
QOrdinance. Anylhing could be proposed, the City would have jurisdiction over what Is appraved.,
The Council adopted & six-month Stay of Demolition which explres January 2, 2009 and there is
no condltion in the code for an extension beyond January 8, 2009. Whatever historic designation
action, it needs to happen by the Council befars January 9, 2009. The property is zoned R-3
which allows & 35 fool height limit — two-story buildings could ba consirucied. The acreage is 0.9

acres s lhat means zbout 13 or 14 units.

Mr. Gonzales stated that the owners would entertain any reasonable offer for La Serena. If the
Board Is Inclined to move forward with designation, he suggested allowing the ownership a period
of time to perform an appropriate histonical assessment to determine if lhere is any historic fabric
left in these structures. There is no architectural analysls to support the finding outlined in the
Staff Report. Ownership asks the Board to take no action, approve Class 2 designation, allow
time for the potential buyer to surface, or for ownership to make further historic detenmination.
Markets change and the current housing market is very bad and unstable — the financial model for
La Sergna was baszed on a condo-financing mechanism and that market disappeared a long time

&l
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Minutes from the November 10, 2008 Meeling
ago. It is a financial issue and is a resull of the economic doewnturn, not of the ownerships’ intent
to demolish by neglect - that has never been the intent of ownership,

Board member Gilmer moved that HSPB recommend to City Council that La Serena be
designated Class 1 Historic Site 69, seconded by Board member Marshall -

Furlher diseussion:  Board member Strah! raquested that the potential buyer come forward. The
Board is looking at structures that are not in the condition they were in 2004. Board member
Gilmer comnmentad that he feels the purview of HSPB is to access structures as to their historical
integrity, and that the economic viability of maintaining them is not an overiding factor whether
there is & buyer or not. The Board naeds to lock at the integrity of the structure, its position in the
City, and how it contributes to the overall historical identity of the City.

Vote on the motion to (state above) 4 Yes, 2 No (Strahl/Grattan), 0 Absent, 0 Abstentions,
Motion passed 4/2.

8. CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL REQUEST(S): None

8. OTHER BUSINESS:
8.A. DISCUSSION OF POTENTIAL CLASS 1 DESIGNATIONS:
Director Ewing reported that since original review of the properties by H3FB, where staff asked
for the top priorities, Council forwarded La Serena & the P.S. Airport, for HSPB consideration, and
these take priority. Processing nine properies cannot be completed by staff within a reasonable
time frams. The Airport will be processed next since it is requested by Councll. Staff now seeks
Board comments and diraction regarding priorities tweo, three, and four out of the remaining eight.

Board member Grattan stated that the Council needs fo hear the stalement regarding security at
the Airport that was presented to the Board earlier In the meeting befare HSFB moves forward.

Chair Williams explained that the Board had already nominated and recommended thet Santa Fe
Federal be designated Class 1 Historic Site 54. Council directed that it come back to them when
the Baristo Lofis project, that includes the Santa Fe Faderal, is presented to Council.

Directer Ewing proposed taking {9.A-3) Santa Fe Federal, (9.A-4) La Serena (heard today), and
(9.A-8) Front (west) Facade of P.S. International Airport off the list of priorities, as they will be
moving forward. The Town & Country Center has been swept up in the Museum Market Plaza
project, but there is nothing to preclude the Board initiating a process on that property, the Oasis
Commercial Building, or the remaining properies. Absent direction from the Board, stafl will
proceed with the Alrport and then back to 2006/2007 list and items (9.A-6) Ellwood/Paleveky
House; (9.A-7) Horlzon Hotel; (3.A-8) Del Marcos Hotel; and (9.a-9) Cary Grant “Las Palomas”
House. The Board can alter that with direction to slaff, Staff listed these properties on this
Agenda and notified alt property owners, and provided an Agenda so these properties could be

discussad in open session today,

Board member Gilmer asked if Staff Reports have been prepared and sent to Council on the
Santa Fe Federal and Oasls Commercial Building, and if a reporl was writien on the Town &

Country Center?

Chair Williams stated that a Staff Report has been wiilten on Santa Fe, it has gone 1o Council,
and a Historic Assessment has been written on the Oasis, but it has not gone to Council.
gL




City Counc_il Staff Report

July 8, 2008 FUBLIC HEARING

SUBJECT: AN APPEAL BY ROXANN PLOSE REGARDING A DECISION BY THE
HISTORIC SITE PRESERVATIONM BOARD TO TAKE NO ACTION ON A
STAY OF DEMOLITION FOR PROPERTY CALLED LA SERENA VILLAS
LOGATED AT 339 SOUTH BELARDO ROAD, ZONE R-8, SECTION 15.
David H. Ready, City Manager

Depariment of Planning Services

SUMMARY

The City Council will condust a confinued public hearing on an appeal of the Historio Site
Precervation Board’s (HSPR) decision to allow demalition of buildings located at 338 South
Balardo Road. The appeal is based on the HSPB's tie vote on the application requesting
demolition of Class 3 historic structures which were formally known as La Serena Viias

(339 South Belardo Road).-

RECOMMENDATION

1. Adopt Resolution Mo, “A RESOLUTICN OF THE CITY COUNCIL
OF THE CITY OF PALM SPRINGS CALIFORNIA DENYING THE APPEAL
AND ALLOWING THE DEMOLITION OF THE BUILDINGS AT [LA SERENA
VILLAS LOCATED AT 339 SOUTH BELARDC ROAD"

PRIOR ACTIONS

On September 14, 2004, staff informed the HSPB of the renovation work anticipated for the
site. Opecifically, the owners intended fo keep the buildings, but replace doors and
windows. This report was informational only — no HSPB action was required for the

Architectural Approval,

On September 20, 2004, for Case 3.2130, a Minor Architectural Approval was given to
renovate the property. The project included:
Kem No. 1 -‘ \i
. g2
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cleaning, repair, and rapainl of exterior stucco walls
addition/replacement of windows and doors
addition of an autdoor fireplace

landscape improvermnents

interior renovations

Between October 10, 2004 and June 28, 2005, building permits were lssued for remaodel
and structural upgrades fo the site. Work was begun but was never completed. Changes
lo the property included removal of stucco from several building and removal of site

landscaping.

On March 12, 2008, the HSPB granted approval by a vote of 4-0-2 for Case 3.2130 for a
demplition request of Bldg. 10, which was originally built on the property lne with no
pemmits. They also approved the remodel scope of work. {Architeclural approval by the
HSPH is not part of the Class 3 designatlon regulations).

On March 10, 2008 the Building Depariment sent a letter to the owner notifying them that
their building permits had expired and were given instruction to contact them by April 11,
2008 to avoid possible iegal action.

On May 13, 2008, the HSPB heard a demalition request from the owner. Three motions to
stay the demaolition were considarad all of which failled on a 3-3 vole. Therefore, the Board
did not approve a stay of demolition. On the same day, an appeal was filed appesing the
dedision of the Board. |

On June 18, 2008, the City Council condutted a hearing on the May 13, 2008 appeal and
continued the hearng for addifional staff résearch.

BACKGROUND AND SETTING

The site is comprised of two parcals fotaling approximately 0.9 acres. The larger parcel
contains eleven buildings, and the smaller parcel is vacant. Both parcels are surrounded
by commerclal uses to the east, multple-family / small hotel uses to the nerih and south,
and single-famfly residences to the west, -

The small hotel known as Las Serena Villas lecated at 332 Belardo Road was consfructed
in 1830’s according to the 2004 Historic Resource Survey. The single-stary buildings built
in the Spanish Eclectic Style generally surround the Imterior courtyard that once contained a
pool. The single-story buildings were finished with stucco exteriors, gabled roofs with red-
clay tiles, and gaves that were glightly extended with exposad rafter beams. The buildings
also have saveral rectangular painted brick chimneys set Into the side of the structures.

Since issuance of permits in 2005 to remodel the struchires, significant work was begun,
but never completed.  The buildings are now in a severely dilapidated condition and the
building permits are expired. At the mesting of June 18, 2008, the Ciy Council directed
staff to conduet a site Inspectlon to assess the conditions of the structures. (As previously
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noted, the City has required that the owner efther submit plans for reconstruction of the
buildings or consider an application for dernolition. |m response, the owner has submitted

an application to demolish the buildings.)

ANALYSIS

On June 268", Building Ingpection and Code Compliance staff, aleng with Fire and Planning
staff, inspected the site (see attached photos). The results of that inspection revealed the
following:

» The site conslets of 11 buildings containing 27 units.

» Significant structural deterioration has occurred throughout the property dus to
extended exposure o the elements.

« Exterlor and interior wall coverings, windows and doors are currently absent
throughaut,

= Dry rot and lemite damage were noted in varlous locations of all buildings
inspected; extensive raplacement of wall framing members and plates would be
required,

» Building beam support en the exterior porch areas is inadequaie and outdated;
exierior roof supports and columns do not have proper connections or support and
anchorage. . ‘

= Most of the roof weatherproofing appears to be damaged or missing with several
tiles removed typically throughout: remaining roof files would have to be removed
and new underlayment inztalled.

* The buildings are all shells, lacking all plumbing fixtures and piping, electrical and
meachanical equipment, which have been completely removed. Conduits and piping
were cut off at siab leve],

= Some structural modifications have been made in one unit. Additional rafters have
been added between existing rafler / joists; however, they are not supporting
existing roof and lack proper hardware connections.

» One of the buildings is belng used for storage of materals for an adjacent hotel, the
Vicaeroy. This is the only unil close to having all required inspections. In other
buildings, transient activity was avident,

To determine if the buildings should be preserved, staff considered Section 17980 (b) (2) of
the California Health & Safety Code, which states, in par, that “the enforcement agency -

shall give preference fo the repair of the bujlding whenever it is economically feasible fa do
so without having fo repair maore than 75 percent of the dwelling, as determined by ihe
enforcement agency”. Based on the requirements of the latest Building Code, the Bullding
Official has determined that rehabilitation of these structures wauld exceed 75 percent of
their value. Further, the Buiiding Official has concluded that these buildings are in such
disrepair that they are substandard and uninhabitable. Censequently, absent any
significant historic value or willingness on the owner's part to save the structures, staff
recommends demolition of these structures,

If the owner wished to save the buildings, Building and Planning staffs have determined
that the following wouid be reguired:
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. Prepare and submit plans under the Palm Springs Zoning Cade and 2007 California

Codes and Slandards, and cbtain all new planning approvals and building permits.
Prepare and submit a complete building analysis parformed by a licensed structural
engineer or architect, to include, but not limited {o:

a. Deteriorated structural members

b. Unreinforced masonry fireplaces
Reinstali all underground electrical, sewer, water and gas (currently capped off)
Prepare and submit a landscaping plan for review by Planning. Install landscaping
according to the approved plan. (At this tima, there is essentially no landscaping. )
Remove from the premises all combustible waste material accumulated in varous
bulldings.
Exterior openings and inferior openings accassible fo other tenants or unauthorized
persons shall be boarded, locked, blocked or otherwise protecied to prevent access
of entry,
Remoave from the site all accumulations of combustible materials, flammable or
combustible .waste or rubbish. The site shall be maintained clear of wasle or
hazardous materials at all times.

REQUIRED FINDINGS

There are no specific findings for determining whather or not to issue a Stay of Demolition.
As previously reporied to the City Councll, La Serena Villas is a Class 3 higtoric site (built
before 1945), and may be eligible for a six-month stay of demolition (Sectionr 8.05.1285).
This Code Section alzo identifies a purpose for issuing a stay of demoiition: “Action of the
FISFB may inclide recormmendatian to reclassify.”

In arder o evaluate if the buildings justify a Stay of Demolition, they should have some
potential to meat the condifions for reclassification to Glass 1:

1.

2.

Associated with eventis that have made a meeaningful contributlon to the natton, state

of community; of
Associated with fives of parsons who made meaningful contribution fo national, state
or local history; or

3. Reflects or exemnplifies a parlicular period of the national, state or Jocal history; or
4,

Embadies the distinetive characlenstics of a type, period ar method of construction;
or

Presents the wark of a master builder, designer, artlst, or architect whose individual

genius influenced his age; or that possesses bigh artistic value; or

Represents & significant and disfinguishable entity whose componenls may lack
indfvidual distinction; or

Yielded or may be likely to yield information important to nafional, state or local
history ar prehistory.

Staff has evaluated the subject property and hes found none of the defining conditions
present that would argue for ite reclassffication. The HSPR also split on this issue,

o

L 5
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City Coundll

Staff also considered that the owner's actions in large part resuffed in the buildings
deteriorating o their current stete. However, stafl cannot defermine if the owner's actions
were intentionally focused on eveniual demolition or represent the abandenment of a
project in @ down market. In the absence of a compslling argument for preservation, staff
recommends that the City Council uphold the decision of the HSFPE and deny the appeal,

thereby allowing the buildings to be demalished.
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

This project is.calegorically exempt from environmental review per Section 15301(L), (3) of
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.

NOTIFICATION

There are no public nofification requirements for this spplication. K publication of the
application or action being appealed was required, the notice of appeal shall be published
in like manner. The demolition application did not require noiification; therefore, the appeal
does not require natiication.

Fl IMPACT:

Mo fiscal impact.

,:fﬁtﬁ‘_’ AEwing, JCP Thamas Wilsqf Asslstant City Manager
Diréctor of PI g Services Development Services

—:-:
David H. Ready, C

Attachmenis;

Vleinity Map

Draft Resolution

Appeal Letter dated May 13, 2003

HSPB Staff Report dated May 13, 2008

Copy of the 2004 Survay of the property

HSPB Minutes dated May 13, 2008

HSPB minutas dated March 12, 2005

HSPB minutes dated September 14, 2004

Gode Enforcement Colrtesy Notice dated March 28, 2008
1!] Building Departiment Notice dated March 10, 2008
11. Copy of building parmit cards for property

12. Photographs
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~_ CITY OF PALM SPRINGS

CASE NO: 3.2130 MAA DESCRIPTION: Appeal regarding an application for
demalition of 11 buildings at 339 5. Belardo Road,

APPLICANT: Duet Real Esiate, L.P. | Class 3 Historic Site, Zone R-3, Section 15




RESOLUTION NO,

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF PALM
SPRINGS CALIFORNIA DENYING THE APPEAL RECEIVED ON
MAY 13, 2008 AND ALLOWING THE DEMOLITION OF THE
BUILDINGS AT LA SERENA VILLAS LOCATED AT 339 SQUTH

BELARDO ROAD

WHEREAS, the buildings located at 330 South Belardo Road were constructed prior {o
1945 and are therefore automatically deslgnated a Class 3 Historic Resource under

Section 8.05.125 of the Palm Springs Municipal Code; and

WHEREAS, the Historic Site Preservation Board (HSPE) may issue a 3tay of
Demalition on any Class 3 resource for which a demolition permit has been requested;

and :

WHEREAS, on April 25, 2008 the applicant, Jeff Smith of Duet Real Estate L P for La
Serena Villas submitted an application to demuolish the existing structures, and apply an
approved kinding agent on the soll at 339 South Belardo Road; and

WHEREAS, on May 13, 2008 the HSPE held a public meeting on the application for
demoiition of the buildings located 332 South Belardo Road; and at which meeting the
HSPB considered a staff report, related exhibits and public testirmeny, and

WHEREAS, afier considering three motions for a stay of demolition, each of which
failed on a 3-3 vote, the HSPB decided not 1o act on the matter, theraby allowing the

demolition to proceed; and

WHEREAS, on May 13, 2008, the appsflant "Roxann Ploss” filad an éppaal to the Cify
Councll with the Office of the Ciy Clerk opposing the outcome of the decision of the
HSPB, which allows for demclition of the buildings at 339 South Belardo Read, La

Serena Villas; and

WHEREAS, a public hearing notice is not required for an appeal of a demalition; and

WHEREAS, on June 18, 2008 the City Councll conducted a public hearing on the
appeal of the HSPB decision not to |ssue a stay of demolition on the the buildings in La

Serena located at 339 South Belardo Road: and

WHEREAS, pursuant {o Section 15301(L¥3) of the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) Guidelines, this project is categorically exernpt from environmental review @s a
demofition of existing facllities; and




WHEREAS, the City Council has carefully reviewed and considered all of the evidence
presented in connection with the meeting on the appeal, including bul net limited t the
stafl repart, and all written and oral testimony presented.

THE CITY COUNCIL DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: Pursuant to CEQA, the City Council finds that the demolition of the
buildings at 339 South Belarde Road, Lg Serena is caizgorically exempt pursuant to
Section 15301(L.)(3) as 2 demolition of existing facilities.

SECTION 2: The Council does hereby find that the buildings at 339 South Belarto
Road do not meat the crlteria for reclassification fo 2 more protective historic class, In

that!

1. The buildings are not associatad with evenis that have made a meaningful -

contribution fo the nation, stale or community.

2. The buildings are not associated with lives of persons who made meaningful
contribution to national, stats or local history.

3. The buiidings da not reflect or exemplify 2 particular period of the national, state
or local history.

4, The buildings do not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, periad or
method of construction.

5. The buildings do not present the work of a master builder, designer, artist, or
architect whose individual genius influenced hls age; or that possess high artistic

value,

6. The buildings do not represent a significant and distingulshable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction,

7. The buildings do not yield and are not ltkely fo yield information imporant to
national, state or local histary or prehistory.

SECTION 3. Based on lhe above findings, the City Council hereby denies the appeal
of May 13, 2008 and allows the buildings located at 339 South Belardo Road 10 be

demolished.

ADOPTED THIS 18th day of June, 2008,

David H. Ready, City Manager
ATTEST;

James Thompson, City Clerk

<a
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CERTIFICATION

STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE ) ss.
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS )

I, JAMES THOMPSON, City Clerk of the City of Palm Springs, hereby certify that
Resohtion No. is afull, true and correct copy, and was duly adopted at a requiar

meeting of the City Council of the City of Palm Springs on —_
by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN;

James Thampson, City Clerk
City of Palm Springs, California
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Histaric Site Preservation Board
Mimités from the May 13, 2008 Meeting

S/C (J. Williams/S. Grattan) to approve the Minutes of the April-8, 2608 HSPB meeting as
COrre - Vote 6 Yes, 0 No, 0 Absent.

Chair Willlams thanked staff for the work to coordinate tf.w Study
usfeldt described all the neighborhood organizations and

how they functioned, including that a ° officer’ may be appointed from each neighpomoot_:l.
slated that the defining of historic districts is

Councilwoman Ginny Foat offered a summation
separate from the mission of the ONL The HSPB heet wil be continued so that all
neighborhoods will have appropnate information if they wish to p Historic Districts. Monday,
May 19, 2008 is the deadiline for applications for the Boards and Commissi There are {hree
seats on the Historic Site Preservation Board — one for reappointment and two va igs.

REPORT FROM TH R:
Session for HSPB on May 22 H

_?'___P‘;EI{,EHEARHE:\ bl %
. wh LA I b el

8.

CERTIFICATE OF APPROVAL REQUEST(S):

A.  Case 3.2130 - La Serana Villas - Class 3 ~ fisted in 1987 & 2004 Historic Surveys
Application by Jeff Smith of Duet Real Estate, LP, owners, for demolition of the
existing vertical siructures, and application of approved binding agent on soll at 339

South Belardo Road, Zone R3, Section 15.

Staff member Scott Taschner described the application and demcolition requested of a Class
3 Historic Site based on the fact that it was builf in the mid to late 19305 as the La Serena
Halel which consists of about 11 buildings. Photographs were reviewed...Stucco has been
removed, the landscaping is gone, pools have been filled in - all done by prior approval if
2004 when the renavation was approved. Building permits expired after sjx months and the
Flanning approval expired after two years. By way of & Courtesy Natice from Code
Enforcement, the owners have been givan two options (1) continue the renovation, and (2)
puli new permits, ate. The applicant is now applying for demolition of the structures. Staff
does not find any characteristics to recommend this fo a Class 1 Historic Site, and is
recommending no action far a Stay of Demaiition from HSPB which wauld allow demalition.

Chair S. Williams asked about the approval in 2004 for rencvation. Staff member Tagchner
described the approval; (1) removal of the sfucco, repair, and replace stucco: (2) add doors
and windows; (3) addltlonal landscaping to include a fountain or water feature of some type.

To continue renovations, they would have to pull all new pemits,

Board mernber J. Williams stated that he was on this Board when sppllcant presented their

plans to save and restore the La Serena Villas in 2004. At that time the Board found the

property to be functioning and in fairly good cendition, but its condition has deteriorated. It's
very disappeinting that another potential historic building(s) Is now being constdgred for
‘demolition because of neglect’ - this seems to be happening over and over in Palm

Springs. The applicant was asked to explain thelr current plans.

Chris Blaze, controller for the applicant owner, reported that the changing market condition
and finances led to the delays of the project, and Code Enforcement Nofices prompted them
to mave forward with the demolition application. The scope of work is to remove all the
neglected buildings, finish the sile with ground cover to contain lhe dust problem, and
remove the chain link fence. There are no cummant plans for the property because of the

financial situation of the owners,

g
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Hisleric Slle Preservation Board Page 3 of 11
Minutes from the May 13, 2008 Meeling

Board member J. Nelson asked stafl fo explain the policies regarding blight and/or
nedlécted buildings in conjunction with the Vacant Building Ordinance (aftached for

friformation),

Staff member Bullock explained that the Planning department does not regulate removal of
buiidings because of safety reasons or disrepair — those are matters for the Building and

Code Enforcement depariments.

Board member B. Strahf asked if thers had been more than one Code Enforcement notice
since the buildings have been vacanlt for more than three years and asked if there was any

discussion four years age about making this a Class 1 Hisloric site.

Board member J. Wiillams asked aboul copies of the past Minutes in fhis instance. He
recalled that the Board discussed the significance of the buildings, that it is 3 small historlc
hotel, had an old Spanish style the Board felt was worth preserving, but as far as he could
recsll, the Board did not move to elevate the stalus because the owners assured everyane
that il would be maintained and restored ‘in keeping with its style.” It appears as if the
motivation is to tear it down because the City has given ownership notice that If is a hazard.
If there are no plans to build something else on the property, perhaps it can be fixed-up or
repaired ¢o that it is no longer & hazard and is not tam down? Cnce i is tom down, il's
gona, The Board might wish 1o work on a historic survey or assessment. 1L is one of the

original hotels in Palm Springs.

Chns Blaze stated that the owners have been trying ta keep the property in better condition,!
boarded up, ei¢. and have spent over $10,000 int doing so.

Board member S, Saunders polnted oul that the Board had approved demolition of one

building some time ago, then approved French doors, other new doors, and windows .
which appear to be 'new’ and not restorations or replacements of original type ilems. The’
new’ replacements would not be of historic value.

Board member Strahl asked that this be tabled unfil the notes and minutes from prior
meetings be reviewed. It is premalure for \his Board fo maks a decision today without

knowing what transpired at previous HSPB meetings.

Board member S. Grattan asked for a better process in monlloring these buildings.
Meaniime, to delay this process and not teke staff's recommendation is a waste of time for
everyone. From ifs appearance, it would cost a fortune to restore and may not be

marketable when repaired, restored, efe.

Vice Chair Nelson commented that this is a perfect case study of what has been happening
in Palm Springs in the last five years — the Potter Clinic, Orchid Tree Inn, and the former
Monte Vista Hotel — are just a few properties having historic value that have been
demolished, neglected, and in disrepair. Stopping blight, stopping demoliion by neglect,
and saving valued historic properties was a large part of election campaigns over the last
several years. It appears thal HSPB may have to keep deallng with issues like this project
of La Serena. There is not enough information today to make a good decision, the process
has not been foliowed, and when the permits expired HSPB should have heard about jt | -

because itis a Class 3 site by nature of age.



Histordc Site Preservation Board Page 4 of 11
Minutes from the May 13, 2008 Meeting

Board member S. Saunders commented that she drove by, stopped lo inspect, and il is
a serious hazard. There are greal properties adjacent, and fhe Board needs to pursue This

for the safety of the ngighborhand and for everyone invelved — il is a definite problem.

Staff member Bullock advised that the regulations only allow HSPE's purview on dernolition
for Class 3 slles. When an architectural approval application comes in, it is a slaff
decision to approve, andfor take to the Architectural Advisory Committee or Planning
Commission based on the Code. It is not sometking that would be brought ta the Board for

any kind of determination,

The requested Minutes from March 2005 were pulled from the file and copies disiributed to
the Board for immediate review.

Board member Strahl summarized bis interpretation from the Minutes of March 2005 as:

(1) When the original application came in for demalition, the only choice the Board would
have had at that ime would have been to (a) issue a stay of demalition to elevaie the
property to a Class 1 historic site, or (b) approve the demolition.

(2) That was the only purview the Board had at that lime.
(3) The Board said at that lime, we're not going to work on daing research to elevate to a

Class 1 site, the applicant can proceed with the renovations.
{4) The applicant later demolished the #10 building per HSPE approval
(5) At the time of the original discussion and application, this property was not elevated nor

pursued for a Class 1 historic slte designation by {he Board.

Board meimbar J, Williams commented that this project came to HSPB through a well-
respected Architect and it was a Class 3 site. They said to the Board.."we're going to
maintain, love, restore this building, and make it part of our hofel. The Board did net take
actlon to nominate for a Class 1 site because the Board did nol feel the need to and felt this
owner would take care of and maintaln the properly. This is very disappeinting and is
happening with other properties. There has {0 be some way to stop._this neglect of historic
and other properties — onge this property and others are gone — they're gone and the City is
ieft with empty lols thaf will =it there for years based on this economy.

Chair 5. Williams pointed out that this is not just the renovation or restoration of the
buildings, but il they are demolished the entire character of the neighborhoods are changed.

Vice Chalr Neleon commented that the whole point of preeervation is idenlifying and
maintaining the context and fabric of existing structures — when built, everything west of
Palm Canyon Drive was small, Spanish Revival Mediterrangan style bungalows with red tile
roofs. The City and residents are slowly losing these vaiued historic properties and heritage

pisce by piece.

Board member Strah! commented that the Board has two options (1) Vole to nominate to a
Class 1 historic slte and issue a stay of demolition for time to do the research, or {2) approve
the demalition.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: George Marantz of G & M Constructions stated that Code
Enforcement has been after this property for about five years. Building permits lapsed in

April 2008. Code Enforcement wanted it to be fenced, boarded up, and vagrants moved
out. Code Enforcement gave the owner two options — repair or demolish. A Stay of




__—M

Histaric Site Presenvation Epard PageSof i1
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Demolition for three or four months will not solve the problem - the fire problems, the

derelict problems, the homeless problems - It will create a hazard for the Police to tonitor
until Qctober or November. The best time to proceed with the demolition ig in the off-
season. Air Quality Control from LA asks for at least 30 days before a building is taken
dowp. The Beard can ask for a 90-day Stay of Demolition, then it will probably not be
found significant enough for a Class 1 historic site. Ninety days go by, then wait another 30
days for AQC, then schedule the tear-down..it will be October or Novemher before
demolition (in mid-geason) -~ In the Tehnis Club area, The market is not there for many
developers to pul mongy into renovation, restorations or new construction.

" PUBLIC COMMENTS CLOSED.

Board member S. Grattan suggested addressing this issue with all such properties and the
Board needs to be more in-tune with Code Enforcement. Staff and Code Enforcetnent's

recommendation should be taken inte consideration by this Board.

It was moved by 5. Graftan, seconded by B. Strahl to accept the staffs
recommendation to move forward with the demolition with the understanding that the
f applicant wilt salvage the roof tiles and other items that someone slse can use,

DISCUSSION: Board member Nelsan agreed that elevating La Serena Villas to Class 1 is

very slim and would be a waste of time for the Board because of all the neglect and that the

character defining features are already Jost. As a business member of the Tennis Club
,) Neighborhood  Associaion, members and residents are always asking aboul thatr
e property and are very concerned about what happens. Although it is & smali piece of land, it

is part of the defining feature of that entire neighborhood. He expressed thal it may not be

worthy of designation, but based on available information today is not the right time or

place for the Board to vote for demolition.

Board member S. Saunders commented that the Board and staff work hard In order to
make historic designalions. HSPB has previously designated several properfies of
significance. It shoukd now and in the future be respected that appropriate research was

or will be done, g0 future Boards do not have fo go back in Ume to re-ressarch.

Board member J. Williams clarified that the Board doas not designate Class 3 — they are
automatic based on being buiit prior to 1945, If Code Enforcement has been after the
owners for five yaars, why hasn't this Board heard before now? This is very disconcerting

and a big disappointment. Bettar communicalion between City departments is needed. The
La Serena buildings appear to be beyond repair or restorafion because they have been so

sorely neglecled.
It was moved by 8. Grattan, seconded by /B, Strahl to approve the demolition with
preservation of the roof tiles and others items that someone could use and to issue a

Certificate of Approval to the Applicant for the La Serena Villas at 148 South Belardo
Road ~ Vote: 3 Yes (Strahl, Saunders, Grattan). 3 No {J. Williams, Nelson, 5.

Williams) - Motion failed.

Chair S. Williams called for another motion.

Vige Chair Nelson presented the idea of nominaling the La Serena Villas for Class 2 Historic

Ldy]
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Designation which would aflow the demglition of the property, but would require ihe property
be memorlalized by historic assessment, memerabilia, doeuments, historic marker, and

archived,

Staff member Bullock read from the Code (hat “archival file will be maintained, site is ellgible
for plaquing ...”
It was moved by J. Williams, seconded by J. Nelson that the Board Issue a 3(-day

Stay of Demolltion o research can be dope, a subcommitiee can talk w_ith the
Historical Society, and talk with the architect who presented the previous application,

then the Board can make a declsion at the Juna meeting. *

DISCUSSION: Board member B. Strahl asked for clarification on the time limits of a Stay of
Demolition — Staff responded thal the Coda allows “...up to 6 months”.

* Motion was restated as shown above - Vote: 3 Yes {(J. Williams, 3, Wilitams, J.
Nelsonj, 3 No (Strahl, Saunders, Grattan}. Motion fafled.

Board member MNelson commented thal research will probably indicate the property is
not significant enocugh to wamrant Class 1 Historic designation, the owners will probably not
do anything further on renavation, he has mixed feelings. He does not feel the Board should
take action today to allow the demolition based on the information presentad.

Board membar Grattan itemized several items: L
(1) facts in fronl of the Board show It will not ba significant enough for a Class 1 designation;

(2) it Is in such poor condition that it will have to be demolished;

(3) it is blight in the neighborhood:

(4) it is a fire hazard:

(D) it is ocoupied by vagrants and the homeless; and

but because the Board does not like the way il was presented or the way information was
provided, the Board wanls to make everyone wait 30-60-90 days. She feels this is the

wrong use of the Board's authority.

Board member Saunders commented that she did not hear the owner/applicant say they did
not have any desire to Improve the structures. What she hears is thal the economy
presents a financial situation that is not conducive to the owner rengvaling or restoring as
they would like or had planned to do. I is not the Board's place to present opinions to the
applicant/owners as to what they should de or should not do with their property. They were
very clear that the financlal situation does not alfow them fo do what is best for the bullding
and the neighborhood by removing the blight, making it a safe area -- the view of ihg,
mountains through that ares is much more atiractive than buildings in disrepair.

Chair S. Willlams commented that perhaps the Board could meel with Building and Planning
staff fo work out better communications in terms of code enforcement on historic structures
to avoid this type of situation in the future. A Subcommittee was suggested.

Staff member Bullock will meel and discuss with the Director of Planning for his
recommendations. Staff will email Board members.

Board member Saunders moved that La Serena Villas be nominated for Class 2 Historic
Designation with historical Information maintained in the City’s archives, and the Board

53
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Minutes from the May 13, 2008 Meeling

laka no aclion for a Stay of Demolition.

Board member J. Wiliiams sugéested finding out about the historic value of La Serena Villas
before making a decision. The historic information will be required if it is nominated as a
Class 2 Historic Site. He asked Beard member Saunders lo amend her miotion 10 include a
Stay of Demolition until it is determined if the property has histaric value to become a Class

2 site.

Board member Saunders will not amend her molion since some Board members already
feel it will not be saved. A Stay of Demolition is not good use of anyona's time.

Board member Saunders reslated the motion — To proceed with staff's recommendation
of allowing the applicant to demolish the La Sarepa Villas at 339 South Belardo Road

and to research to determine if it Is qualiffed for Class 2 Historic designation.

Board member Nelson amended the motion to — Follow staff's recommgndatiu_:ms. but yvith a
30-day delay (Stay of Demolilion) to allow gathering of historic information, minutes, history,
archives, and a re-analysis at the June Board meeting.

Board member Nelson withdrew his amendment o Ms. Saunders” mofion.

There was no second to this motion.

Board member J. Willlams stated in summary — Staff has brought this before the Board, the
Board can Initiate a Stay of Demolition, or proceed to elavate the property to Class 1 or 2, |
historic designation; but if the Board does nothing and takes no action whatseever, it means
that this application for demoiition i5 notf being challenged and the demolition can go

through.

All three motions were considered and failed by 3/3 lie votes. No action was laken, which
results in allowing demolition of the bulldings.

FoRE4g———

Staff member Btllogk described the proposed changes and materials. The project was
presented to the Architectural Advisory Board on May 12, They were in favor of new design,
cut stee!, and materials, atd.made one suggeastion to look into the sliping of the parking
stalls. AAC preferred a more waptrasting color for the stalls. The iandscape designer
requested a final landscape and park r}c)t plan for AAC review. In recommendation to

HSPB, AAC was in favor of the project as niéwly designed.
of Wil be asphalt, that it runs fram

he yellow highway paint and is
alare from the sun. Stall

Mike Sweeney, architect, explained that the parking
lot line to ot line, and is in very poor condition. Striping wilt
changing from a solid patiern to an outline pattem because of thie
Ines will be further researched.

The two gates will be 3/16" water-jet cut aluminum attached to steel tube frames.and are | (
designed to provide structural suppaort, fit with the bullding, ornamental, and designied T

M
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City Council Minutes
June 18, 2008
Page 2

Mayor Pougnet noted his property related abstention on Consent Calendar ltem 2.H.

ACTION: Accept the Agends as amended. Motion Councilmember Woeigel,
seconded by Gouncilmember Hutcheson and unanimously carried on a roll call

vote.

%1.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:
1.A. APPEAL OF THE DECISION OF THE HISTORIC SITE PRESERVATION

BOARD BY ROXANN PLOSS TO TAKE NO ACTION ON A STAY OF
DEMOLITION FOR THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS LA SERENA VILLAS
LOCATED AT 3392 SOUTH BELARDO ROAD HSPB 3.2130:;
Craig Ewing, Director of Planning Services, provided background
information as outlined in the staff report dated June 18, 2008,

t

Mayor Pougnet opened the public hearing, and the following speakers
addressed the Clty Council.

ROXANN PLOSS, cutlined the basis of her appeal of the demolition, and
requested the City Council issue a stay of demolition.

SHERYL HAMLIN, Palm Springs, noted the current rastrictions on the
property and the streetscape, stated this is a bond performance issue,
requested the City Council issue a stay of demolition and performance
monitoring of the project.

MARSHALL ROATH, Palm Springs, provided a history of the interactlon of
the project with the community, requesied the City Council stay the

demolition permit.

CHRIS BLAZE, Core Hotel Group, stated they have no intention of
building an the slte at this time, and they have twe choices as presented
by the Building Department, to either submit plans or request demolition,

BOB HELBLING, Palm Springs, commented on the "green fence” issues
in the Community, staled the bungalows could be rented out until such
fime as the property could be developed.

STEVE SIMS, Palm Springs, commented on the poor maintenance and
requested that the property be maintained, stated we need to keep small

hotels.

ELISSA GOFORTH, read a letter by Gene Dippel, Historic Tennis Club
Neighborhood, requesting a stay of demolition.
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JADE NELSON, Palm Springs, commented on the histary of La Serena

Villas, and requested a stay of demolition.

KENT DALMAN, steted the decision for higtoric site should not be based
on the year it was built.

FRANK TYSEN, Palm Springs, provided background information on the
condition of the neighborhood, stated the propenty qualifies as a Class 1
Histonc Site, and requested a stay of demolltion.

No further spaakars coming forward, the public hearing was closed.

Mayor Pro Tem Foat stated the Core Group does not wish to demolish the
building but was a request of the City, requested staff address if the City
could withdraw the requast to demalish, stated her preference for staff to
inspect the property and determing if the property fs safe, and in
compliance with the vacant building ordinance.

Councilmember Welgel requested staff address what findings would have
to be made to stay the demolition.

Councilmember Mills recommended that staff inspect the site, and prepare
a repont of conditions that would hava to ba met to bring the proparty

within City code.

Councilmember Hutcheson stated his support of continuing the public
hearing and recommended the acceleration of discussion with the owners.

Mayor Pougnet requested the City Attorney address when performance
bonds are required.

ACTION: 1) Direct staff to Inspect the site and prepare a comprehensive
report on the condition of the properly; 2) Continue the Public Hearing to
July 8, 2008; and 3) Direct the City Clerk to post a notice of continued
public hearing. Motion Councilmember Weigel, seconded by Mayor
Proo Tem Foat and unanimously carried on a roll call vote.

L REVIEW AND RENEWAL OF THE PALM SPRING
BUSINES ENT DISTRICT AND ADOPTION

FISCAL YEAR 2008-09 P M:
John Raymond, Director of Commi

provided backgrw as outline
18, 2008,

May ougnet opened the public hearing, and tha followin
ressed the City Council.

Economic Development,
e staff report dated June
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July 8, 2008
Page 2

ACTION: 1) Continue Public Hearing ltem 1.C., Standards for Portable "Open” Signs, to
July 30, 2008; and 2) Direct the Clty Clark to post a Notice of Continued Public Hearing.
Motlon Councilmember Hutcheson, seconded by Councilmember Mills and
unamimously carried 3-0 on a roll call vote. |

AYES:

NOES:
ABSENT:

Gouncilmember Hutcheson, Councilmernber Mills, and Mayer Pro Tem
Foat.

None.

Councilmember Weigel and Mayor Pougnet.

ACTION: Accept the Agenda as amended. Motion Councilmember Hutcheson,
seconded by Councilmember Mills and unanimously carried 3-0 on a roll call

vote,
AYES:

NOES:
ABSENT:

Councilmember Hutcheson, Councilmember Mills, and Mayor Pro Tem
Foat.

None.

Counciimember Weigel and Mayor Pougnet.

% 1. PUBLIC HEARINGS:

1.A.

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING [FROM JUNE 18, 2008] APPEAL OF
THE DECISION OF THE HISTORIC SITE PRESERVATION BOARD BY
ROXANN PLOSS TO TAKE NO ACTION ON A STAY OF DEMOLITION
FOR THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS LA SERENA VILLAS LOCATED AT
339 SOUTH BELARDO ROQAD HSPB 3.2130:

Craig Ewing, Director of Planning Services, and Don Duckworth, Director
of Building and Safety, provided background informatlon as outlined in the
staff report dated July 9, 2008.

Councilrmember Mills requested staff address the condition of the roefing,
and possible recent renovations, guestioned if any prior infrastructure was
rernaining.

Mayor Pro Tem Foat opened the Public Hearing, and the following
speakers addressed the City Council.

ROXANN PLOSS., stated the owner promised the community the property
would be rehabilitated as hotel rooms, commented on ofher re-use
projects, stated the property could not be developed for other uses due (o
lts sizg, and indicated the community is working toward a solution and
requested additional time.
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SHERYL HAMLIN, staled somecne may wish o rehabllitate the property,
the report should not have included financial aspects and hislarical
information as that information was not requested by the City Council,

JADE NELSON, commenled an the historical sighificance of the property,
and provided histodcal background for the property.

JAY GUSTUFSON, Palm Spnngs, encouraged the relention and
development of small hotels in the City of Palm Springs, and requested a
six manth extension before demalition.

FRANK TYSEN, Palm Springs, stated the reasons why the property
should be a Class 1 Historic Site, the hotel is 16 units not 27 units,
provided information on upcoming activities related to the possible sale
and rehabilitation of the property, and requested a six month extension on
the demolition.

JOAN MARTIN, commented on a recent positive experience at the hotel,
requested the property be upgraded and rehabilitated, and requested a six
month extension on the demolition.

No further speakers coming forward, the public hearing was closed.

Councilmember Hutcheson requested staff and the current owner address
if the Core Group had expressed any Interest in a transfer or sale of the
property, stated his suppor for a stay of demolition for six months, but the
CHity has to ensure the safety of the public.

Councilmember Mills requested staff address the City's requirements if the
City Council approved a stay of demolition for six months, what would
happan if the owners fail to take action during the stay, commented on the
current condition of the property and the "restoration in progress,” the
property’ s future without 2 designation, and stated his support to allow
something to happen with the propery, along with securing of the
praperty. '

Mayor FPro Tem Foat questioned why the property has never been
considered for historic dasignation.

ACTION: 1) Overrule the decision of the Planning Commission and
approve a Stay of Demolition for a period of six months with the condition
that the property be secured and painted subject to the Building Official
and; 2} Direct the Historic Site Preservation Board o study and report on
any Historical findings and slgnificance of the propery. Motion
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1.B.

Councilmember Hutcheson, seconded by Councilmember Mills and
unanimously carried 3-0 on a roll call vote.

AYES: Councilmember Hutcheson, Councilmember Mills, and
Mayar Pro Tem Foat.
NOES: None,

ABSENT: Councilmember Weige! and Mayor Pougnet.
ARPEAL BY FELIX BARTHELEMY AND RICHARD SAVING OF THE

Commission does not condider the Ampacts to the neighborhood,
raquested the proposed house'be logated in the center of the property,
stated that the solar panels were Rp¥ considered in the height calculation,
and recommended the City Coungihconsidar the negative impact to the
neighborhood. /

ra

LANCE O'DONNELL, represénting the Mapplicant, cormmented on the
placerment and orientation afthe homa.

No further speakers c:om)’(éfomard, the public Rearing was closed.

Councilmember Mills fommented an the site plan, stated the project has a
minimal impact to thé neighborhood, and the house 'was designed for the
space, stated his $Opport far the setback from the street, and the Planning
Commisslon andAhe AAC did appropriate work on the proposed project.

Councilmembgr Hutcheson stated the owner has propoied a project
within the gurrent code and his support to uphold the Planning
Commisstol decigion.

Mayor Pyo Tem Foat requested staff address if the distance is measured
from thg property line or between the structures, requesled staff ad 255

the su leiSlDl‘l requirements,



HSPB Minules March 12, 2005

pplicam-ndicated he had no problem with that and really did nol have a problem with the canopy staying on
the building. It apps are s enough social fealures/funclions wrapped around this canopy (o make it an
imporiant issue. Sa, “lel's find 3 more about L i wa can, The valcanic rock does have ta ga.”

-lgptions, approved the rernoval of the rock and
arched further and witl come back to

MISIC (5. Williams/d. Williams) 4 Yes, 0 No, 2 Absent, T
athar proposed allernations, except the hislory of the canopy will be T8
{he Board, '

. CASE 3.2130: APPLICATION BY O'DONNELL & ESCALANTE ARCHITECTS FOR DEMOLITION OF
A STRUCTURE AT 338 SOUTH BELARDD ROAD, ZONE R-3, SECTION 15,

Staff member Yeo reported thal during 2004 the resloration of tha bungalow uvnita of La Serena Villas wers
approved and this project is now replacing doors and windows toward the preservallon and restoralion of {he
bungalows. Exhibits were displayed on the wall for foard viewing. Applicants are requesting demolition be
appraved for bullding No. 10 — it 1s built on the properly line, no bullding permits were found, photos are
available to show the orlginal look of it before all the extra itlegal additions were remaved, and it now appears o
have been some fype of sutdoor cabana or shade area. Querlime it was added onto with a secchd story - there
were no permits on file for any of his. This building will be replaced with a building of the same siyle of the

other bulldings on the properly and will meat building and zaning codes.

Peter Blackburn, project architect with ©'Donnell and Escalante, described the proposed profect structure a3
nat being designed as residenlial or hotel and has been serivusly compromisad over the years. The barrel tiles
will be re-used as replacements for broken and migsing flles from adjacent units, A number of structures were
Buill around ihe property for storage of some type - all were poorly congtructed in an ad-hoc manner. Most did
not match the casitas. A storage add-on, two lean-to enclosures, a laundry room, and adjacenl support storage
striictures have already been demolished — they were ali add-on types and very poorly constructed.  Two
swimming poals were removed 1o allow for a new fitness center for the property, A lap pool as part of the
fitness facllity will be added, Future storage will be adjacent to one of the mechanical rooms within an exlsting

building and in the fitness canter.

Johri Willlams and Sidney Williams voluntegred lo be the Board representatives for this profect o visit the site
as netessary and report back to the Board.

Thea Board is being asked to approve the demalition of the one bidilding described earlier. It will be replaced
with @ structure similar to the surrounding buitdings.

M/SIC (S.Williams/Cassady) 4 Yes, 8 Mo, 2 Absenl, O Abstentions o approve demadliion of the building
described and allow applicant to proceed with the project.

u Il
1)
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DIAN CANYON DRIVE, ZONE REO, SECTION 14

-

Staff Member Yeo r@paded that Lhis property is listed on the Histarc Site Survey at the corner of Indian Canyon
Drive and Amado Road, Tormarly @ car dealership, and apphcants wash to converl il to a furnilure store.

Drawings were displayed for Board Viewing.

Chairman Scofl read the building desgription showiin-the Historic Site Survey.

Alberto Rivera of Dax Studio and Joe Beyon of OWR Canstruction tteszribed the proposed project of converting
ge. are well constructed, there are

tha ofd auto dealarship building inte a furniture store. Most of the buildig

some addilions fo the original atructure, and some parts were recently rastored. The-mgain architactural change
will ba to enclosefconngst two Spaces, remove the poory construgted existing facade frem-the old showroom
and crgate an indoor showroom for furniture as well as an outdoor area for outdoor furniture.  Gatgg will be
necessary lo close off at night for securily of the furniture, they wilt be constructed to allow viewing UFlhe

Page 4 of 6
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Ms. Yeo also reported hat La Serena Villas (south of Viceroy-Estrella Inn) are changing-out windows and doors
and staff is working with them for a complele site plan. They are demalishing pools on the property and then
replacing with paved walkways and landscaping, This praperly is on the Historke Site Survey, and staff will keep
Board updated as project progresses. No demolition of buildings is proposed. Owners will keep buildings as

they are, bul thange-out doors and windows
Escalante to invenlory the property to delermine what was

number of shed-like structures, they took evarything that was
ring it back 1o as close (o the original condition as passitia.

Director Evans advised they hired O'Donnell -
original and whal were sddilions. Thete were &
not original off the buitdings and their intent is to b
5 RE-Baas-rasoied-for ne ~Tals ho Nirhale Byilding at 899 Mo

Palm Canyon Drive. arpn are pcvposed al the rear of the building  Staff will keep the Board informed. They
qve boarded up the portion where the car crashed through the storefront. Staff worked with (ke resloration

cempany and so far one matching steel column has been replaced and metal decking will be replaced. They
are @0 planning to use melsl left over from the former Rafphs Shopping Center. No application for

replacetsent windows has bean applied for as yet.

Director Evahg reported that he and architect Jim Cioffi reviewed the plans, carports are free-standing, and are
designed to be wpmpatible with the architecture of the building.

Chairman Scoll askid for an update on L'Horizon Holel.

Ms. Yeo reported that st looked at the review process, mel with Membars Scotl, Willlams, and Scolt Kennedy
from the Modern Commilttee to explain process. Shorl version is thal initial meeling was with Members
Isermann and Williams, the wvelapment team, and Kathy Marx at the site in May to go over the proposed
projeclt. At the time of the wall firu, it was proposed (o essentially resiore the properly. A lot of the roting
wood has been taken off and will Be replaced with newer material that wilf look the same. Ms. Yeo walked the
property and reviewed plans with the Ranager and owner, and siaff is comfortable that they are proceeding with !
what has been approved. The look of the buildings will not be changed in any way, excapt lo clean them up.
Location of walkways will remain the sa @, but concrete pavers will be replaced with new matenal. Rich
Campbell, the manager, welcomes anyone o wishes ta do a walk-thru. A security fence has baen erected

because there has hean looling of fiures, the Main door, etc.

Ms. Yeo passed around a letter and photos that wig received from a Palm Springs citizen who had walked
around the tap of the tanyon at West China Road and iscovered what he believes to be an old water pipe and
stana-lined diteh. He is interasted in preserving this in solag way if the Board so chooses.

Director Evans indicated that from the description this is eithéxon Desert Water Agency property or a piece of
property owned by Mark Bragg that does aot have devalopmendplans on It. When and # it goes forward with
any development plans, the Bragg property would require an envikonmental development impact report for a
number of issues Including cultural and historic resources. Staff is awara of & pipe that does run through this
area which he refers 1o in his lefter. There Is an evaluation of that pipy i

Boulders projact and part of the environmental review. There was an histosc archeological survey done on that
site and the recommendations was for follow-up work on the pipe. It appearilo be part of a complex, staff has
not heard of a "ditch” m this area, bul does know of thal there is a series of pipgs in this ares. Staff wil pass
thiz along o the archeologists in this project and respond io Mr. Housman's coredgondence and do a walk-thru

fo know the exact location.

Chairman Scolt asked If someone wanls o develop that property, would they have to Yo 2 cultural resource
sunvey, and if any Board member would volunieer to oversee or be the “shepherd” of this préject?

Mernber Jahn Williams will represeni the MSP Board and Mamber Hayton asked to be included itnhis project,

since there is now a survey with approximately 250 properlie Jisted, a

Chairman Scott pointed out that _
procedure really needs to he developed whereby thosa projects that come to the Planning or Bypilding
Board has an overall responsibilty for

deparntmeants for modification, renovations, efc. are fo be handied, The
Clags 1 sites, but how involved does the Board want to get on the survey projects? Perhaps this is somelbiing

Fage 6 of 8

1463



RECEIVED

Jay Thompson RITY OF PALM SPRING
From: Dzwilewsk, Daniel [DDzwilawske@Sempra.com] 2003 MOY -4 PH 6: 00
Sent:  Tuesday, November {14, 2008 414 FM JAHES THORP Sy
Ta: Jay Thompsaon Cﬁg‘f C[_]IEIR}( .

Subject: Case # HSPB-B9

I amn writing to express my strong support to the designation of the Las Seranas Villas as & Class 1
historic site. As a part time( seasonal ) resident of the Tennis Club area of Palm Springs for 10 years
with plans to retire there full ime |, | believe it to be extremely important far the City to take achon to
pratect and preserve the structures that the City is most famous for. The Villas have a long history and

need to be preserved. Thank You

Dzn Dzwilewsk), Dircetn
Carporate Security‘Freergency Preparadness
Senynu Enerpgy

Phone 619 696 s ]

Fax 619 ov6 1807

11/4/2008



Jay Thompson

Feom:  Slephen Schuliz [srschult=@gmall.com]

Sent:  Monday, November 03, 2008 4,17 P JAHES 1

To: Jay Thompsan eIy gf’ghrro Gy
Cc: Schultz, Elleen Bachara

Subject; Las Serenas Villas

Navember 3, 2008

To: City Clerk, Jay Thompson
Re: Case No, HSPB-69
Las Screnas Villas

Dear Mr. Thompsen:

Ag lrustee owners and part-iime residents of a St. Bariste Villa for over two and one-half years now,

we wisht to address the importance of Class 1 designationsespecially within the Historical Tennis Club
District. We've come to realize the importance of historically significant properties or structures within
Palm Springs prefectire and how those have contributed to the world's fame and economic growth Lo the

City.

Upon leaming that many Hollywoeod Iuminarice have frequented the Las Serenas Villas in years past as
they did over at Copley's, Ingleside In, Parker Hotel, the newly refurbished Riviera, Viceroy, etc. and
etc., it 15 Imperative to grant the the Las Serenas Villas a Class 1 Historigal Designation.

The locals and visitors want 1o enjoy = bit of story that Palm Springs is famous for; the City needs to
preserve a vanety of historical sites that lowrists could come to visil and cnjoy as well as to bring much
needed spending to boost the local econoiny. But more importaat, the siructires were meant 1o be
preserved as they represent a bygone era and why it helped contribute to Palm Springs as the preferr ed
degtination of travelers from all over the world

Prior to purchasing a St. Banisto Villa, we frequented the 7 Springs Inn on Indian Canyon Drive and
thoroughly enjoyed its mid-century ambiance. Qur guests have stopped by across the sfreet from our 51,
Baristo Villa to visit the historically significant Del Marcos Hotel for drinks and lively chats with the
hotel's host; they came away very impressed wilh the hotel's history rs learned. The Horizon Inn on East
Palm Canyon Drive is another wonderful example of preservation. The Las Serenas Villas could be just
as sivnilar in preservation efforis to help represent what the lHollywood celebrities had enjoyed in the
days past and how much we could leam from thetr contributions to the City's fame and growth.

Plsase seriously take the long view and realize the historical significance the Las Serenas Villas could
make for the City of Palm Springs as well as the Historical Tennis Club District.

Thank you for the opportunity to share our view.

Slephen and Fileen Schuliz, Trustees
360 W. Barisio Road, Palin Springs 92262

11/4/2008
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1 Tune 17, 2008

Folm Springs City Council
City Hall
Palm Springs, California

Dear Mayot and Coumncil Members,

‘The HTCNO Board met tast night snd unanimomssly voted to request a six months
stay of demolition for the T.a Scrona property to aflow an opportunity to explore ways and
means lo seve this property and bring it back to its original splendor.

Thouph we have been critical of the unfinished condition in which it has been
allowed to exist for the past several years, we arc willing to continue to bear this for
another six months in order pot to lose anather impartant piece of our neighborhood
fabric. ‘

We also understand, through one of our board members, that a serlous investor
has indicated an Interest in repurchasing the property for the purpose of corupletely
testaring it in case the present owner, the Kor group, continues to be unwilling to do so.
We understand thal you will be hearing directly from them about their interest.

For the future we implere the Council to explore ways to start requiring
completion boods on developers of sengitive projects, such as La Serema.

We are tired of promises by developers that aro not kept. We also are still waiting
on the completion of a Cahuilla Road streetscape improvement project by the Kor group
which has been in the maldng for many years.

Meanwhile La Serena must be given another opportunity to survive. Onee it is
demolished it is gone forever, We count on your stewardship of our important historic

neighbarhood.
Sincerely,
Genc Dippel
President
Historic Tennis Club Pristrict Organization
Sﬂﬂﬁgﬁlg:ﬁ*?ﬁv'm ) 2 g e
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AGREEMENT TO EXTEND TIME FOR ACTION ON CASE NUMBER HSPB - 69

This AGREEMENT TO EXTEND TIME FOR ACTION OF CASE NUMBER HSPB —
69 ("Agreement") is entered into as of November __, 2008 (ithe "Effective Date™) by and
lretween Duoct Real Estate, Limited Partnership, a Delaware limited partncrship ("Druet”) and the
City of Palm Springs (the "City™) a municipal corporalion. Duet and City are referred to
collectively as the "Parties,”

RECITALS

A, Duet is the owner of that certain parcel of real property commenly referrcd to as
339 South Belardo Road (the "Property"), located within the City. The Property is compnsed of
two parcels bearing Riverside Counly Assessor Numbers 513-202-009 and 513-202-010.

B. Between approximately April and July 2008, Duet processed 2 request for
demolition permits io demolish the Property's existing structures.

C. On July 9, 2008, pursuant (¢ an appeal and Falm Springs Municipal Code (the
"PSMC") Section 8.05.125, the City Couucil of the City issued a 6-month stay of demolition for
the Property's cxisting structures. The 6-month stay of demolition commenced on July 9, 2008
and will expire on Jannary 9, 2009 (the "Demolition Stay Period™).

D. As of the Effective Date, the existing structures have not been demolished.

E. On November 10, 2008, in connection with City Planning Department Case
Number HSPE — 69 (the "City Planning Case") the City's Historic Site Preservation Board (the
"HSPB") held a public hearing to consider designating (he Property's cxisting structures as Class
! pursvant to the PSMC. The HSPB recommended action to the City Council, Thercfore, the
City Council must take action on the City Planning Case.

~F. The City has expressed concerns thal a hearing before the City Council on the
City Planning Casc must be held before the Demolition Stay Period expires, or the City risks
Duet applying for and possibly receiving a demolition permit.

G. Diuet is in the process of obtaining inflormation relative to the Cily Planning Case.
Duet desires to delay a City Couneil bearing beyond the Demolition Stay Pericd's expiration.

H. Accordingly, after the Demolition Stay Period expires, Duet will not apply for
demolition permits to demolish the Property's existing siruclures for the petiod of time sel forth
below. City will also delay seheduling a City Council hearning on the City Planning Case in
accordance wilh the terms set forth betow.

THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and prdmises conlained {0 this
Agreement and other good and valuable consideration, the sufficiency and receipt of which are
hereby acknowledged, the Partics herehy agree as follows:

RIJa0N 03 LA
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1. Demeolition Permits. Duct understands and acknowledges that proceeding with
demolition after the Demolition Stay Period expires, but before the City Council can hold a
hearing on the City Planning Case, may be detrimental to the City's interests. In consideration of
the foregoing, Duct voluntanly syress that Duet, its officers, agents, and employees shall not
request a demelition permit to demolish the Property's existing structures for the lesser of:

(a) nincty (90) days after the Demolition Siay Period expires (the "90-Dray Period"); or (b) afier
valid City Council action on the City Planning Case.

2. City Council Hearing, The City understands and acknowledges that Duet
intends to use the time from the Effective Date though the expiration of the 90-Day Period Lo
oblain asgessments, reports and studies (collectively, the "Data™ to address issues related to the
City Planning Case. City also undersiands and acknowledges that insufficicnt time to obtain the
Data, may be detrimenta] to Duet's interests in the Properly. In consideration of the foregoing
and Duet's refraining from applying for a demolition permit as set forth in Section 1, City agrees
that the City Clerk, City Manger, City Planning Director and all other applicable City Staff shall
nol schedule or cause the scheduling of a City Council hearing on the City Planning Casc until
the regularly scheduled City Council hearing immediately preceding the 90-Day Period's
expiration.

3. Additional Time Extensions. Duet intends to collect the Data within the 90-Day
Penod. Forces beyond Duel's control, however, may prevent Duet from obtaining the Data
within the 90-Day Period. The Partics agree that 1f Duet requires additional time to collect the
Data, Duet shall submit a written notice of such extension to the City; provided that such time
extension shail not exceed sixty (60) days, and the written request shall be submitted at least
seven (7) days prior the first to oceur oft (a} the expiration of the 20-Day Period; of (b) the
regularly scheduled City Council hearing immediately preceding the 90-Day Period's expiration.

4. No Admission of Anv Issue. This Agreement does not constitutc an admission
of any issue whatsoever, including but not limited Lo the Property's status as Class 1 pursuant (o

the PSMC, or any issues raised in the City Planning case.

3. Representation of the Parties. The Parties hereby represent and warrant as
follows:

a) The City hereby represents and warrants that (he undersigned City
Manager has the authority to bind the City, its relevant Depariments and Staff 1o the terms ol this
Agreement.

b) Duet hereby represents and warrants that the undersigned has the authority
to bind Duet, its officers, employees, agents, successors and assigns to the terms of this
Agprcement.

0. Choice of Law. The laws of the Statc of California and any applicable [ederal
laws shall govern this Agreement.

7. Counterparts and fax signatures. This Agreement may be executed in

counterparts. Each counterpart, when cxccuted and delivered, shall be deemed an original and,

S124%E.04 LA -
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when taken together, shall constitute one instrument. Fax signatures may serve as originals and
the Parlies agree that a fax signalure of a Party is an acceptable form of execution hereof. If fax
signaturss are exchianged, the Parties will atternpt to follow up with the exchange of formal
original signatures to this Agreement on one instrument or counterparts thereof.

8. Construction of Aprcement. The Parties agree that each has cooperated in the
negohiating, drafling and/or preparation of this Agreement, and, accordingly, in any construction
or interpretation of this Agreement, the same shall not be construed against any party.

9. Additional Actipns and Documegts. The Parties shall execute and deliver such

other additional documents and instruments, and shail iake such other and further actions as may
be reasonably required or appropriale to carry out ihe intended purpose of this Agrecment.

[SIGNATURE PAGE TO FOLLOW]
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DUET REAL ESTATE LIMITED
PARTNIZRSHIP,
a2 Delawars limitod partnership

CITY OF PALM SPRINGS

By:

Name:
Title:
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CITY OF PALM SPRINGS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTIFICATION

CITY CLERK'S DEFARTMENT
James Thampson, City Clerk

Meeting Date: December 17, 2008
Subject: HSPB 69 — 339 South Belardo Road

AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING
[, Kathie Hart, CMC, Chief Deputy City Clerk, of the City of Palm Springs, California, do
hereby certify that a copy of the attached Notice of Public Hearing was mailed to each and
every person on the attached list on December 3, 2008, in a sealed envelope, with postage
prepaid, and depositing same in the U.S. Mail at Palm Springs, California. (72 notices)

| declare under penalty of parjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

LA\

Kathie Hart, CMC
Chief Deputy City Clerk

AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION
I, K.athle Hart, Chief Deputy City Clerk, of the City of Palm Springs, California, do hereby
certify that a copy of the attached Notice of Public Hearing will be published in the Desert
Sun on December 6, 2008.

| declare under penalty of petjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Kathie Hart, CMC
Chisf Deputy City Clerk

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
[, Dolores Strickstein, Secretary, of the City of Palm Springs, California, do hereby certify
that a copy of the attached Notice of Public Hearing was posted at City Hall, 3200 E.
Tahquitz Canyon Drive, on the exterior legal notice posting board and in the Office of the
City Clerk on December 5, 2008.

| declare under penaity of perjury that the foregoing is true and carrect.
(G

-

Dolores Strickstein
Secretary

b
et



PROOF OF PUBLICATION
(2015.5.C.C.P)

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
County of Riverside

I am a citizen of the United States and a resident of
the County zforesaid; I am over the age of eighteen
years, and not a party 1o or interesied in the
above-entitled matter. L am the principal clerk of a
printer of the, DESERT SUN PUBLISHING
COMPANY a newspaper of gencral cirettlzrion,
printed and published in the city of Falm Springs,
County of Rivergide, and which newspaper has been
adjodged a newspaper of general civoulatinn by the
Superior Court of the County of Riverside, State of
California under the date of March 24, 1988. Case
Number 191236; that the notice, of which the
annexed i5 4 printed copy (set in type not smaller
than non pariel, has reen published in tach regolar
and entire 1ssue of sxid newspaper and naf in apy
supplement thereof on the following dates, to wit:

December 6, 2008

All in the year 2008

I certify (or declare) onder penalty of pecjury that the

foregoing is true and correct.

Dated at Palm Springs, California this —-9%, — day

Of e e Digenpwlsl , 2008
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NEIGHEORHOOD COALITION REFS
Casc HSFB 69
LA SERENA VILLAS
PHN for CC Meeting on 12.17.08

VERIFICATION NOTICETL [ 1

AGUA CALIENTE BAND OF CAHUILLA
INEHANS T T 1 1 L |

sponsors B LT

M, KARA ALTICE-MONTES, GENERAL
MANAGER

VICEROY HOTEL

413 &, BELARDO ROAD

PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

MR FRANK TYSEN &

M3 THERESE HAYES

175 SOUTH CAHUILLA ROAD
PALM SPRINGE, CA 82282

MODCOM AND
HISTORIC SITEREFT | 1

CITY OF PALM EFRINGS

PLANNING SERVICES DEPARTMENT
ATTM SECRETARY

PO BOX 2743

PALM SPRINGS, CA B2263-2743

MS MARGARET FARK

AGLA CALIENTE BAND OF CARUILLA
INDIANS

777 E. TAHQUITZ CANYQN WAY, 7301

PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

MR JEFF SMITH

DUET REAL ESTATE, LP

1212 5. FLOWER STREET, STE. 500
LOE ANGELES, Ca 20014

INTERESTED PERSONS:
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®
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MR PETE MORUZZI

PALM SPRINGS MODERN COMMITTEE
PO BOX 4738

FALM SPRINGS CA 92283-4738

CASE HSPB 69

MRS. JOANNE BRUGGEMANS
206 W, SANTA CATALINA ROAD
PALM SPRINGS, CA 82282

MR CHRIZ BLAZE

KOR HOTEL GROUP

415 BOUTH BELARDO ROAD :
FALM SPRINGS, CA 822682

MS ROXANNE PLOZS
230 EAST CHIA ROAD
FALM SPRINGS, CA 92262
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300 5 PALM CANYON DR

PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262 PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

SANTA MONICA, CA 90405

REDWOOD CITY, CA 94063 LANCASTER, Ca 93538

513155010 315155012
KONING BASTIAAN HANGS & WACHS,BRIAM LINDSAY &
JACQUELINE CAMPAGNE

BAST HILDA w
2408 CARUILLA RD
LM SPRINGS, CA 92262

265 8§ CATIUL LA RY
PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

313153014 513155015

BRADIEY EARL T & MARIA
AGINS MICHAEL PHILIP :
138 MINNA ST 334 rdy| MCDONALD

285 5 CAHUILLA RD

FRANCISCO, CA 94105 PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

513155017 513155018
GARCIA.COLSON L IQANE BARISTO GROUF

288 CALLE LA SOLEDAD 300 5§ FALM CANYQN DR
FALM SPRINGS, CA 92262 PALM BPRINGS, CA 92262

513155027 513155028
BARISTO GROUP

300 5 PALM CANYDON DR
PALM SPRINGS, CA 52262

360 W BARISTC RD
PALM EPRINGS, CA 52262

513155030 al3[55031
BARISTC GROUT BARISTO GROUP
300 5 FALM CANYON DR 300 3 PALM CANYON DR

PALM SPRINGS, CA 32262 PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

313182004 513182005
FULLER,.LEQJ]

317 W BARISTO RD
PALM STPRINGS, CA 92262

613 ARCHWOOD AVE
BREA, CA 52821

313182015 513182016
KIRK RONALD & MICHELLE STEANE,ROBERT A
PO BOX 5566 N/AYAIL

SAN JOSE, CA 95150 ,

ZA e ear. Yrllnd il i o ST e K s

213151029
513151028
BARISTO GROUP STBARISTO CONDOMINIU™
300 5 PALM CANYON DR,

513151042
313151037
WESSMAN _JOHN "IIJ"‘I:J&;;;;\HEIM SPRINGS DBA ORCIIID
30085 PALM CANYON DR 2 Z#MARWE ST 100
PALM BPRINGS, CA 92262 =

513133034 513155002
LARRY KARMER VINEYARD PROP ARRACHERONALD B & NANCY A
1902 BEL CAMTNO REAL PO BOX 2468

SCHULTZ STEPHEN R & EILEEN B

;1}1: PAMELAK £ /]
eo'B

PFISTERER LN LIAN ANNE TRUST

51313036

3T BARISTO CONDOMINIUM
OWNERS ASEN

300 5 PALM CANYON DR
PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

513153029

REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY CITY OF
FALM SPRINGS

PO BOX 2743

PALM SPRINGS, CA 92243

513155004

BARISTCG GROUP

300 8 PALM CANYON DR
PALM 3PRINGS, CA 92262

51315501

2674 CAHUILLA RD
LM SFRINGS, CA 92262

al3153016
MULLIGAN,TERRY JAMES
287 5 CAIOUILLA RD
PALM SFRINGS, CA 92262

313135026
DAVIS,DANIEL V

288 5 LUGO RD

PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

513155029
HURD.BRIANT

115 E 518T 8T
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 35419

513132

OX 8720
ALM SPRINGS, CA 92263

313182006

ENRICOMARGARITED & TOMMY 3
TRUST

34C W PABLO DI

PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

s13132017

ENSLEY BENI

374 S PABLO DR

PALM SFRINGS, CA 92262
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513182018

SCHLESINGEfLROBERT A & VIOLET M
380 & PABEO DR

PAL RINGS, CA 52262 r}‘: M
51318202]

TUTTOBEWE,CHRISTOPHER A & (INA
3458 NTE VISTA DR F“ﬂ
PATLM SPRINGS, CA 92262

513201003
VANDYCK,CRISTINA

PO BOX 582 '
INCLINE VILLAGE, NV 89450

513201006
REYNOLDSMARY SUE
81157 PORTOLA CIR g,H
INIMQ, CA 22201

313201009

BARROW, JAMES R & MARIQRIE A
TRUST

PO BOX 7129

MENLO PARK. CA 94026

23201012
LLOYD.ROBERT T TRUST
324 5 MONTE VISTA DR
PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

513202005

CASA REALULSTATE LTD
PARTNERSHIP

415 § BELARDQ RD
PALM SPRINGS, CA 922462

513203006

LWEC

4221 WILSHIRE BL VD 430
LOS ANGELES, CA 90010

213203013

MAREK FAMILY LTD PARTNERSHIP
72240 HIGHWAY 111

PALM DESERT, CA %2260

313204003

PALMSPRINGS QRANGE LAND
4221 WILSHIRE BLYD 430

LOS ANGELES, CA 50610

2c

513152019
SALGADOROBERT P

373 5 MONTE VISTA R
PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

313201001

HOLMEVEN N & PAMELA K TRUST
6)03 153RD AVE E

SUMNER, WA 98390

513201004

VETTERLIE MICHAEL
318 W PABLG DR

PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

313201007
DAWILEWSKEILDANIEL R &
GEQRGETTEM

3575 LADYBIRD LN

LA JOLLA, CA 92037

313201010

WOODS, WILLIAM WESLEY
371 8 MONTE VISTA DR
PALM SPRINGS, CA 922062

513202001

PALM SPRINGSE WOMANS CLUB
PO BOX 5017

PALM SPRINGS, CA 92263

513202009

DUET REAL ESTATELTD
FARTNERSHIP

415 S BELARDO RD
PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

F13203007

DEL NORTE INV

4641 LEAHY 5T
CULVER CITY, CA 90232

513202016
CURRIEHLESLIE

14404 ALTA VISTA BLVD
L&8 ANGELER, CA 90046

513204008

WESEMAN HOLDINGS
300 5 PALM CANYON DR
PALM SPRINGS, CA 92202

LM

G

T o F

513182020

JARVISE WILLIAM R & GERALDINE
RUTH

11920 100TH AVE 1203
LOMONTON AL CANADA TSKOI,
00000

313201002

CHAGIN,STEPHEN & NELDA M
TRUST

303 W BARISTO RD

PALM SPRINGS, CA 52262

513201005
HOWLAND,CHARLES P
PO BOX 1707

PALM SERINGS, CA 92241

313201008

BARROW JAMES R & MARJORIE A
TRUST

PO ROX TI29

MENLO PARE., CA 94026

313201011

MCLOUGIILIN KCERY SEAN
PO BOX 14610

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94114

213202002

MARTINI MADNESS

151 W ROSECRANS AVE
GARDENA, CA 90248

513202010

DUET REAL ESTATLE LTD
PARTNERSHIP

415 5 EELARDQ RD
PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

513203012

SAN GATIANO CO

1874 5 PAC COAST HWY 201
REDONDO BEACII, Ca 90277

513203017

NELSON,ROBERT A & HELGAL
3533% ROSEMONT OR

PALM DESERT, CA 922])

513211001

BEMNAT,SERGE MAX

200 5 LA PEER DR
BEVERLY AILLS, CA 90211
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51321101
VANCEGEORGE L [@r’l

M SPRINGSE, CA 92363

RETURNED MAIL:

313212004

CASA REALBSTATLC LTD
PARTNERSHIP DBA VICEROY PALM
415 &£ BELARDO RD

PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

513182018

SCHLESINGER, ROBERT A
PO BOX 2269

PALM SPRINGS, CA 92263

¢c ~ N aE (=

513213001

DEL NORTE INV

4641 LEAHY 5T
CULVER CITY, CA 50232




NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS

PROPOSED DESIGNATION OF
‘LA SERENA VILLAS™
AS CLASS 1 HISTCRIC SITE 69
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION FROM CEQA

3382 SOUTH BELARDO ROAD
APPLICANT: CITY OF PALM SPRINGS

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Palm Springs, California, will hold a
public hearing at its meeting of December 17, 2008. The City Council meeting begins at 6:00 p.m., in
the Council Chambers at City Hall, 3200 East Tahquitz Canyan Way, Palm Springs.

The purpose of the hearing is to consider designating 339 South Belardo Road (La Serena Villas) as
Class 1 Historic Site 69.

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: This request is categorically exempt from review pursuant to
Section 15331 (Historical Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation) of the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), whereas the proposed designation meets the conditions outlined for preservation
of a historic resource. The application is available for public review in the Planning Services
Department, Clty Hall, 3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way, Palm Springs.

REVIEW OF PROJECT INFORMATION: The staff report and other supporting documents regarding
this project are also avallable for public review at City Hall between the hours of 8;00 a.m. and 5:00
p.m., Monday through Friday. -Please contact the Office of the City Clerk at (760) 323-8204 if you
would like to schedule an appaintment to review these documents.

COMMENT ON THIS APPLICATION: Response to this notice may be made verbally at the Public
Hearing and/or in writing before the hearing. Written comments may be made to the City Council by
letter (for mail or hand delivery) to:

James Thompson, City Clerk
3200 East Tahquitz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 92262

Any challenge of the proposed praject in court may be limited 1o raising only those issues raised at
the public hearing described in this notice or in written correspondence delivered to the Gity Clerk at,
or prior to, the City Council hearing. (Government Code Section 85008[b][2]). An opportunity will be
given at said hearing for all interested persons to be heard. Questions regarding this case may be
directed to Diane Bullock, Associate Planner, Planning Services Department at (760) 323-8245.

Si necesita ayuda con esta carta, perfavor llame a la Ciudad de Palm Springs y puede hablar con

MNadine Fieger telefono (760) 323-8245. _
ﬁmes Thompsan, City Clerk :
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CITY OF PALM SPRINGS
CASENO: MHSPB-89 DESCRIPTION: To consider deslgnating 339 South
3.2130 MAA Belarde Road (La Serena Villas) as Class 1 Historic
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Historic Tennis Club Neighborhood Organization

W
R

g December 8, 2008

Dear Honorable Mayor and Council members
RE: Proposed Designation of “La Serena Villas™ as Class | Historic Site #69

Our board has wnanimously voted to strongly support the Class { Historic
Destgnation for “La Serena Villas™ located in our neighborhood at 339 South Belardo.

We have been deeply concerned about the loss of several histotic inns. In a little
more than ope decede out of a total of 21 historfe inne: we have lost one third, 7 to be
exact, They have been lost 1o conversions to condominiurme, apartroéente, substance abuse
centers and private coropounds, Somea unforhmately have heen chanped beyand
recognitior. Of course both La Serena and the Drc]:ud Tree are languishing in half
deraolished states,

We are pleased to know that after a Jong hiatus the owners of La Serema, the Kor
Group and the interested buyers, namely the owners of the Vipeyard, Larry and Sharon
Kramer, are in serious negotiations. You are in receipt of an email sent several months
ago by Mr. Kramer stating his intent. We are hopefu) that these dealings will be
successful bt regardless, La Serepa must ultimately be restored.

La Serena is essential to the viability of our bistoric neighborhood and the
Boutique hotel community, both of which contribute substantially to the character,
umigueness and economic viability of our ¢ity. Once La Serena is gone it can never be
restored. Thus a Class I designation is crucial 2nd we urge you to bestow this Class 1

designation.
=8 L
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Acting Prasident
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Cindy Berardi

From: Jay Thompsan

Sent:  Thursday, December 18, 2008 1:08 PM
To: Cindy Berardi

Subject: FW: for the recaord

From: Sidney Williams [mailto:Swilllams@PSMUSEUM.org]
Sent: Thursday, December 18, 2008 10:57 AM

To: Jay Thompson

Subject: for the record

Hi Jay-

Flease see the attached comments from [ast night's Council meeting on ltlem 1.B. La Serena Villas for tho racord.
Also, when will the opening on the HSPB he noticed and inteniews begin?

Thanks so much and Happy Holldays,

Sidney

Sidney Williams
Associate Curalor

Palm Springs Arl Museum
101 Museum Drive

Palm Springs, CA 92262
760/322-4813 - '

12/18/2008
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FATIES THOME SO
La Serena Villas Designation, City Councll Meeting, Dec. 17, 2008  ©/TY CLERH
Good evening, | am Sidney Williams, chair of the HSPB. Tonight we are
confronted with a complex case of historle preservation, involving the
integrity of a historic neighborhood and the neglect of a historic property.
It is ironic that less than one week after the hugely popular annual Walk of
the Inns in the Historic Tennis Club neighborhood, the City Council is to
vote on the historic designation of La Serena Villas to prevent the
demolltion of another historic inn.

Our P3 municipal code defines a Class | historic site as “any real
property... that is unique or significant because of its location, design,
setting, materials, workmanship or aesthetic effect.” When the La Serena
Viilas property, built in the 1930s, was sold to the Kors group, it certainly
exhibited many of these characteristics. The owners retained O’'Donnell
Escalante architects to draw up plans to restore the bungalows as a hotel-
condominium combination with the addition of a fitness center, On March
12, 2005 the owners stated that it was “their intent to bring it back to as
close to the original condition as possible.”

The project began by removing old electrical, plumbing and other fixtures
ta proceed with the restoration. However, the owner’s priorities changed
and the project languished. And languished and languished. For 3 years we
have seen the bungalows slowly deteriorate due to neglect. This in no way
diminishes the fact that the bulldings are restorable. The plans could be
resurrected.

Continuing with the restoration would retain the density on the property
and maintain the appropriate scale consistent with the neighborhood. It
would also be the most sustalnable solution.

The time between the granting of building approvals in 2004 and a March
12008 notice tothe owners to either proceed with the restoration by
renewing their permits or demolish the property shows a real lack of
monitoring the performance on this historic property. However the building
department has stated that there are “no immediate safety hazard issues.”

it is time for the City to show its commitment to preserving historic
properties and the scale and character of historic neighborhoods and
designate La Serena Villas a Class | histaric site. Thank you.




Jay Thompsan

From: Craig Ewing

Sent:  Wednesday, December 17, 2008 11:47 AM
To: Jay Thompsan

Subject; FW: La Serena Villas

Jay,
This ¢-mail should be entered in the documents record for tonight's agenda — Item 1B

Craig A. Ewing, AICP
Dircelar of Planning Services
City of Palm Springs

3200 E. Tahquuoz Canyon Drive
Palm Springs, CA 92262
760-323-8245

From: sharon kramer [mailto:sharonakramer@yahon.com)

Sent: Wednesday, December 17, 2008 11;32 AM

To: Steve Pougnet; Ginny Foat; Rick Hutcheson; Lee Weigel; Chris Mills; David Ready; Tom Wilson;
johnraymond@palmsprings-ca.gov; DaveBarakian@palmsprings-ca.gav; Craig Ewing

Suhject: La Serena Villas

Dear City Council Members and all,
Since my last cmail to you in June, my husband and [ have been in ncgotiations with the KOR Group 1o
re-purchase the Villas. As former owners of (his site we would still like to attempt to return La Serenas

to the little jewel of the neighborhood it was in the past.

Please keep our intentions in mind as you decide the fate of this beautiful property. [n our opion, it
should be declared an historis site.

Thank you for your consideration,
Larry and Sharon Kramer

/Z/I‘F/E'aas

TTTEA 175,
12/17/2008



Allen Matldns Leck (Gamble Mallory & Natsis LLP
Amnmeys of Law

515 South Figuoton, 8 Floor | Las Angrdes, CA 8007]-3209

Tulephone 213622 5335 | Fecwmmile 213 620 8316
www allpratkins cam

Miichael Gonziles
B-mal impongales@allenmatians com

Direct Dnal, TL3.055 5678 Exle Number, EGGE0-003/Las (4834 03
Via Email/Hand Dellyery

r.__:\
Decemnber 16, 2008
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Honorable City Council of Palm Springs
City of Palm Springs =
32040} East Tahquitz Canyon Way o
Palm Springs. CA 92262

Re:

S g
Case HSPE #69 — 339 5, Belardo Road, Palm Springs
Dear Honorable Couneil Mcembers:

This firm represents the interests of Duct Real Estate Limited Partnership ("Duet"). Duet is
the owner of that certain real property located at 339 S. Belardo Road (the "Property”) in the City

of Palm Springs (the "City"). The Property is improved with 11 siructures (the "Structures”) and
is commanly referred o as La Screna Villas. Pursuant lo validly issued permits in approximately
Scptember 2004, Duet began but did not complete the Structurcs’ rehabilitation. The Structures
have remained in their enreent condition sinec the cossation of rehabilitation activities in late
2004/carly 2005.

The Property is the subjert of an application for desiymation 2s an historic resonres pursuant
ta Paim Spring Municipal Code ("PSMC"} Scction 8.05. As you may know, on November 10,
2008 the City's Historic Site Preservation Board (the "Board") held a hearing to consider
recommending to this Honorable Coumeil desizgnating the Property and Structurcs as Class | historic
pursuant to the PAMC, A staff veport prepared for that hearing contained findings supporting the
Board recommendation. Those findings were primarily based on the 5taff's analysis of the
Siructures as they existed in 2004 and not on the Struetures’ eurrent condition. Typically an
historical analysis is based on a structure's condition at the tirne the analysis is conducted. Statf's
2004 hased analysis is inconaistent with this standard. The record is also void of edequate evidence
to support the Board's findings that the Property and Stuctures qualify for Class 1 historical
designation under the PSMC.

Enclosed, please find a Prcliminary Historic Resources Assessment {the "Assessment") for
the Property. The Assessment was prepared by LSA Associates at onr request. While the

Asscssment is based on a preliminary site investigation and data, it nevertheless concludes thal
under current condiitons the Structures do not qualify for Class 1 historical designation under the

Los Angeles | Drange County | San Drego | Century Cily | Ran Fraucisco | Dal Mar Heghts | Walms Creek

T7EN 1.B.
/2[17#/08




Allen Matking Leck Gamble Mallory & Watsis LLP

Allnmcys ac Tnw

Henorable Cily Couneil of Palm Springs
Dacember 14, 2008

Page 2

PEMC. Moreover, the Assessment concludes that the Structures arc considerably dilapidated, and
rehabilitation to 2004 conditions may nat be feasible. Please refer to the Assessment for specifics
regarding these conelusions, At this time, L5A Associales contitines with its investigation.
Additionally, Dust has retained an architect to assess the cost and feasibility of rehabilitating the
Siruciures to their 2004 condition. Tn any event, the Assessment provides sufficient evidence that
under current conditions the Structures cannot qualify for Class 1 historical designaton.

Furthermore, the City Couneil Siaff Repord (the "Report™) for this matter recommends that
this Honorable Council overturn the Board's recomtnendation. While Siatf recoramends a Class 2
designation for the Property, the Report goes on o state that even 2 Class 2 designation "is a close
call” becanse the Structures’ "current condition is in such a dilapidated state that the restoration may
not be feasible," and the Properly's "current condition significanily contributes to neighbothoad
blight." Accordingly, the Report notes that this Couneil may elect 10 termninate the investigation and
take no further aclion. Based on the inadequata record to support the Board's findings, the
Assessment and information contained in the Report, we implore this Honorable Couneil to
overrule the Board's recommendation and take no further action on thissmatter and lift the 6 month
stay on demuolition.

Michael Gonzales

MGisah
Enclosure

ce Mr. David H. Reudy (omail only)
Mr. James Thompson (email only)
Jason R. Morgan, Esq. (email only)
Kara Alticc-Morites {email only)
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December 15, 2008 o

Michael Gonzales, Esq. ;
Allen Matkine Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis LLIP it
515 8. Figueroa Sieet, 7" Floor

Los Angcles, Culifornia 9007 )

rA

C¢:8 HY L1 0306002
f
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Subject: Preliminary Historic Resources Assessinent [or the Proparty located at 339 South Relardo
Ruad in the City of Palm Springs (1LSA Project No. AMILOS01)

Dear Mr. Ganrales:

At your request. LS A Associates, Inc. (LSA) has completed a preliminary historic resources assessinent of
the La Serena Villas loeated a1 339 South Belardo Road (Assessor's Parcel Numbers [APNs] 513-202-009
and -0]0}in the City of Palm Springs, Riverside County, Cahfomia. To do this, LSA reviewed the Historic
Sire Preservation Board (HSP'B) staff report dated November 10, 2008, conducted a site investigation and
preliminary archival research, and contacted the City of Palm Springs Planning Department. The resulis of
thix preliminary work are deseribed in dotail below.

BACKGROUND+*

The project erea eonsists of (wo parcels (APNg 513-202-009 and -010) wotuling approximately 0.9 acre
tlevaloped with 11 stmemres (attached Figare 1). The sitz is locatzd west of Palm Canvon Drive in an area
characterized by a mix of commercial businesses, apariments, single-family residences, and sroali istoric-
period (pre-1958) hotele/resorts. In 2004, the City of Palm Springs approved a plan and building permits to
renovate the property, but did nol recammend thar the property be evalwated for hisiorical significance.

In March 2005, the City’s HSFB approved a request to demolish one of the buildings that was originally
canstructed on the property lioe with no parmits. Thres years Luter, in March 2008, the property owner was
notified by the City that the renovation building pernuts had expired and that the owners needed to either
complete the renovation werk or demolish the buoildings. Tn Tune 2008, the City Council directed stalf to
conduct a site visit 1o ascertain the condition of the buildings. Code Compliance, Fire. and Planning staff
mspecied the site and noed ameong other things “significant structural deterioration has ocourred
throughout the property,” “dry rot and termite damage were noted in various lacations of all buildings "
and “transient activity was evidenl"” They concluded thar “rehabilitation of these structurss wauld exceed
75 percent of their value™ and the “buildings are in such disrepair that they are substandard and
unirhabitable,” and recommended thal they be demolished. Subscquently, the property owaer applied fora
demolition permit; however, in July 2008, the City Council approved a stay of demolition for six moaths
and direered the HSPB “Io suxly and report on any storic findings and significance of the propeny.”

- Infusmation m s secton was wkan fram cthe Novernber 10, 2008, stabf report (Case HSPB-55 = La Serena Villas).
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In November 2008, the HEPB reviewed a staff report that evaluated the historical significance of the
peoperty not a5 i cmrently exisws, but as it appeared in phowgraphs from 2004 prier to the renovalion
work. The report indicates that this retroactive approach was taken because the City did not evaluate the
property prior to approving the renovation work The remoeciive evalustion was conducred using the
City’s criteria for a Higterie Site (Chapler 8.05-Histonc Prescrvation, Artcle I, section 8.05.020) and
found that the property was cligible for Class 1| designation. Class | designazion is “Iatended for use
whex the stucture or site still exists 25 it did durisg the islerical period or is restorable.” No definibon
for “restorable™ is provided in the City’s Historic Preservation ordinance. The swaffrepert noted that in jts
preseot condition the site lacks distinetion and 2 recommendation for a Class 1 designation 15 a “close
cail.” However, based on the findings made in the repont, the HSPB recommended the Class 1 designation
ter the City Coungil,

Int response to this zetion, the property owner has raised concerns regarding the appropriateness of the
retroartive evaluation, which does nol consider the current integrity of the buildings and the coneept that
the buildings are “restorable™ even though nearly all of the origioal rpaterials have been removed.
Addinonally, the property owner does not consider the HSPRs findicgs legally adequate to support its
recemmendation.

EVALUATION

According o Nartonal Register Bulletin 15 (How to Apply the National Repister Criteria for Evalnation),
to be historically significant, a property “must represent & significant part of the history, architechure,
archaeology, engincering. or culture of an area and it must have the charucleristieg that make it a good
representalive of properties associated with that aspect of the past.” As indicated by the use of tha present
tense, the current state of the resource is what is important, A resource as it exists in the present must be
ble to convey il arsociation with its past. For this reazon, evalustng properties based on thoir current
leve] of integrity, rather than a past or fumire level of integrity, is an industry standard and one of the key
[actors in determining the historical significance of a resonree.

The National Register of Histeric Places (National Register) requizes that a resovrce posscss integrity,
which is defined as “the ability of a property Lo convey its significance.” The aspects of integrity are
location, design, setting, matenals, workmanship, feeling, and association, The California Register of
Historical Resources {California Register) also requires that a resource possess integrity, which is defined
as “the authenticity of an historical resource’s physical identity evidenced by ihe survival of
characteristics that existed dunng the msource’s period of sigmifcance” (California Office of Historic
Preservation 1999:2), To retain integrity, a resource should have its original location, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The importance of these factors depends on the
particular eriterion under which the resource is considered cligible for listing (Cahfornia Office of
Histeric Preservation 1999).

The Netiona] Pegister and Califarnia Register eriteria for evaluating historic significance are the models
or most focal preservation ordinances. This 1s reflected in the Palm Springs Historie Preservition
ordinance, which lists five of the seven aspects of integrity as factors that contribute to ihe significance of
a histgric site. These are locaton, design, settng, materials, and workmanship {Armicle I, Section
£.05.020(2)). It also lists “swsthetic cffect,” which might be 1nterpreted as “fealing.” These cnteria, in
combination with any ol seven additiopal eriterla that larpely reflect and expand on the National Register
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Based on a site invesiigation, it is clear that the integrity of each of the structurcs and the property 25 a
whele haz been severely compromised (attached Figure 2). Tn their current condition, the property doas not
convey its past and i ne longer a good example of modest Spanish Eclectic archilecturs or 2 1930s molor
court. This is acknowledged in the November 2008 staff report. which notes that in their eurrent condition
the structures lack distinetion. The staff report goes on 1o stats that recommending the Class 1 designation
based on the relroactive evaluation is a “clusce call.” ‘

RESTORATION

In addition to the question of carrent inlegrity, there is the issue of whether Lhe property is “restoruble ™ As
previovsly noted, the City’s Historic Preservarion ordigance indicates that the Class 1 designation Is in part
intended for buildings that are restorable, but a definition of “restorable™ is oot provided. The Code
Compliance, Fire, and Planning staff who tnspected the property recommended demolitlon citing Section
17920(B)(2) of the California Health and Safety Code, which states in part, “Tn deciding whether to
require vacation of the building or 1o repair as necegsary, the exforcement agency shall pive peoference Lo
the repair of the building whenever itis economically feasible to do so without having 10 repalr mors than
75 percent of the dwelling, as determined by the enforcement agency ... However, this is not specifically a
defmition of what 15 restorable in the context of preservation,

The Secretary of Interior’s Stemdards for the Tregunent of Historic Properties largely define how a
propetty should be maintained in order to retain its historical sipnificance. These standards are so widely
accepled and applied that they are cited in the Calilfomin Eovironmental Quality Act {CEQA) as methods
to mirigate impacts ia hislorieal resources 10 below a level of zignilicance (15126 4(b) 1)) The Standards
provide g clear distinction between reslomtion and reconstruction as discussed helow.

Restoration projects must relain malerials and features from the resioration period. Deteriorated features
must bo repaired rather than replaced wherevar possible and replacement featres must be substantiated by
documentary and physical evidence, such as historical photographs, wrinen deseriprions, or historieal
materials that sdll exist on the strucres. Becanse more than 75 percent of the materials have been
removed [Tom La Serena Villas, along with varjous features including the paving and landscaping, the
property does not meet the criteria for restoration. Instead, “vanished or non-surviving ponions™ of the
propeny would need to be reconstructed using “documentary and physical evidence ... to permit accurate
reconstructon with minimal conjecture.” In addition, measares would need to be taken “lo preserve any
remaining historic materials, features, and spatial relalionships.” “A reconstructed property will re-creare
the appearunce of the nen-surviving histotic properny in malerals, design, color, and texture” and “will be
clearly identified as a conterpporary re-creation.”

Asg discussed in the July 2008 repont prepared by members of the Building and Planning staff, in order to
bring La Screna Villas up to code and make the stmctnres habilable, more than 75 perceni of the buildings
would need o be reconstructad with new materials. Based on the Secrctary of the Interior’s Srandards for
the Treavment of Historic Properties. that clearly would be a reconstruction rather than a resioration and
would not me=t the intention of the City’s Class 1 designation.
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CONCLUSION

After reviewing the November 10, 2008, staff report and conducting prelininary research snd a fiald visis,

L5A has determincd that the property known as La Serena Villas does not mect the City of Palm Springs’

eniteria for a Historie Site. The property no longer romins inlegrily of setting, materials, workmanship,
fecling, or association and Lherefors no loager conveys its associations with the pasi. More specifically, n

its current eondition. it is no longer a representarive exwmple of modest Spanish Eclectic architecmre ora
19305 motor court. in addidon, according to the Seeretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of
Hisrorie Praperties, La Serena Villas does not rotain encagh historie munerials or feanires ro be congidered

a “restorable” propenty and would instead be a reconstruction project. Because the Class 1 designation is
specifically “intended (or use when the structure or site still exists 15 it did during the historical period oris
restorable” the property does not qualify for Class 1 designation.

Sincercly,
LSA ASSOCIATES, INC.

i 2

7 F 3 Z
(il f. st

Casey TibM.A.
Cultaral Rdsdurces Manager
Architecteral Historian/Higlorian

Attachmenis:  Figure 1: Location Map
Figore %: Represeststives Photugraphs of La Serems Villas
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Figure 2
La Serena Villas
339 South Belardo Road, Palm Springs, CA
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Representative Building Exteriors (12/8/08)
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Represeatative Building Interiors (12/8/08)

Living roomn with fircplace.

Bay window removed and covered with plywood.




Framing.

Ceiling/roof.




. Allen Matleng Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis LLP
Allen Matkins Momonalow
515 South Figueroa, 5" Floor | Low Angeles, CA 9007]-3309

Telepnong 2[5 622.835% | Faesimile 213.620.5016
www.allmmilons aam

frllelncl Gonzles
E-mal, ingonzalesjgiallepmytking vom
Dureet Dial- 213 955.5578  File Number K6680-005/LAR 1743 Q1

Via Email/TU5 Postal
January 21, 2009

Mr, Craig Ewing

Director of Planning Scrvices
City of Palm Springs

3200 East Talquitz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 92263-2743

Re: 339 8. Belardo Road, Palm Springs, Ca. (the "Properiy™)
Dicar Sirs:

This firm represents Duet Real Bstate Limited Parinership ("Duel") in convection with the
above referenced Property. The Property is the subject of City Planning Department Case Number
HSPR —59, which {s scheduled to be heard by the City Council on February 4, 200%. Pursuant to
Section 3 of thaf certain Agresment to-Extend-Time.For Action on Case Number HSPB-69 dated
December 18, 2008 bymitdbetween -Puel and the City of Palur Spripgs-(the-"Agreement”), Duel
hereby extends the terms of the Agraement for 2 period of 60 days from the cxpiration of the 50-day
period (a5 defined in the Agreemeni), Pleasc do not hesitate to contact me 1£¥ou have any
questions.

Very tmlyj yolIrs, ——a-/Z—_.w_ :

Michael Gonzales
MG

cer M, David H. Ready

Jason R. Morpan, Esq. (Email only)
Kara Altice-Montes (Email only)
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