
 

 

 
 
 

ARCHITECTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE  
STAFF MEMORANDUM 

 
DATE:  May 18, 2020           
 
SUBJECT: STANCO SIGNAGE FOR A SIGN PROGRAM TO ESTABLISH SIGN 

CRITERIA FOR THE MULTI-TENANTED COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
LOCATED AT 1059 NORTH PALM CANYON DRIVE, C-1 ZONE. (CASE 
SP 20-001) (AP) 

 
FROM: Department of Planning Services 
 

 
SUMMARY 

 
The Architectural Advisory Committee (AAC) will review quantity, size and design 
criteria of future signage for the existing multi-tenanted commercial building at 1059 
North Palm Canyon Drive. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Recommend approval to the Planning Commission subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The proposed signs should be consistent with one another and incorporate the 
same color, materials, and composition.  

2. Future tenants will be required to remove the existing cabinet box sign and 
replace it with a permitted sign, per Section 93.20.06. 

 
ISSUES: 
 

• The composition, materials, textures, and colors of the two proposed signs are 
not compatible with each other.  

• Existing cabinet sign, which is prohibited per section 93.20.04 (B)(12). 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 

Planning Areas 

Specific Plan None  

Sign Area Uptown The portion of the City within the boundaries of Alejo 
Road on the south, Vista Chino on the north, Palm 
Canyon Drive on the west and Indian Canyon Drive on 
the east.  

Airport Overlay None  

Indian Land None  
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Neighborhood Meeting 

None  

 

 
SUBJECT SITE 

 
ANALYSIS:  
 

General Plan 

Land Use Designation F.A.R. / Density 

NCC (Neighborhood 
Community Commercial) 

.35 Floor Area Ratio 

 

The 2007 General Plan Community Design Element provides guidance for commercial 

signage, which includes design visually attractive commercial and industrial signage 

that contributes to the visual quality of the City (Goal CD 10).  
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Proposed Signage  

 

Sign Programs are required for all buildings with more than one tenant. According to 

Section 93.20.05(C)(6) of the Palm Springs Zoning Code (PSZC), “Sign programs shall 

integrate with the architecture of the building complex, including such elements as size, 

color, location and construction material.”  A sign program may be approved which 

varies from the specific limitations of the sign ordinance. 

 

The proposed sign program provides criteria for identifying the complex and individual 

tenants via wall signs. Staff summarized the request and evaluated its conformance to 

zoning code requirements below. 

 

Main Sign Allowed Proposed  Meet Code? 

Maximum Number 1 main sign per frontage 1 main sign per 

frontage/ per unit.  

Yes 

Permitted Sign Types Projecting Sign 

(Arcade/Blade Sign or 

Awning Sign) or Flush-

Mounted Sign (Window 

Sign, Individual Letters, 

Exposed Neon, or Fascia 

Panel/Plaque Sign). 

1 plaque sign and one 

cabinet sign.  

Partial; 

cabinets signs 

are not 

permitted per 

PSZC; 

however, it is 

existing.  

Maximum Area One main sign per street 

frontage. Max. area is 1 Sq. 

Ft.  per lineal foot of the 

building frontage. 

Mr. Nice Guy (1059): 

-Lineal Feet: 15’ 

-Wall sign: 13.5 Sq. Ft.  

 

Hair Salon Read Brown 

(1061): 

-Lineal Feet: 25’ 

-Wall sign: 13.6 Sq. Ft. 

Yes 

Illumination Permitted Yes Yes Yes 

 

Architectural Review Criteria: 

 

The proposed Sign District is evaluated against the following guidelines for Architectural 

Review of a commercial building on a major thoroughfare pursuant to Zoning Code 

Section 94.04.00. D. 
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D.  Planning Commission Architectural Advisory Committee Review Guidelines.  

The planning commission architectural advisory committee shall examine the material 

submitted with the architectural approval application and specific aspects of design shall 

be examined to determine whether the proposed development will provide desirable 

environment for its occupants as well as being compatible with the character of adjacent 

and surrounding developments, and whether aesthetically it is of good composition, 

materials, textures and colors. Conformance will be evaluated, based on consideration 

of the following: 

Item Guideline: Conforms? Staff Evaluation: 

1 Site layout, orientation, location of 

structures and relationship to one 

another and to open spaces and 

topography. Definition of pedestrian and 

vehicular areas, i.e., sidewalks as 

distinct from parking lot areas 

N/a  

2 Harmonious relationship with existing 

and proposed adjoining developments 

and in the context of the immediate 

neighborhood/community, avoiding both 

excessive variety and monotonous 

repetition, but allowing similarity of style, 

if warranted 

N/a  

3 Maximum height, area, setbacks and 

overall mass, as well as parts of any 

structure (buildings, walls, screens, 

towers or signs) and effective 

concealment of all mechanical 

equipment 

N/a  

4 Building design, materials, and colors to 

be sympathetic with desert 

surroundings 

N/a  

5 Harmony of materials, colors and 

composition of those elements of a 

structure, including overhangs, roofs, 

and substructures which are visible 

simultaneously 

Partial The proposed signage includes 

an existing cabinet sign and a 

proposed plaque sign that is 

compatible with the structure; 

however, not with each other.  

6 Consistency of composition and 

treatment 

Yes Signage applied consistently 

around building and site. 
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7 Location and type of planting, with 
regard for desert climate conditions. 
Preservation of specimen and landmark 
trees upon a site, with proper irrigation 
to insure maintenance of all plant 
materials 

8 Signs and graphics, as understood in 
architectural design including materials 
and colors; 

9 The planning architectural advisory 
committee may develop specific written 
guidelines to supplement the design 
criteria and carry out the purposes of 
this chapter 

CONCLUSION: 

Nia 

Yes Signs and graphics consistent 
with style of architecture. 
Quality materials are proposed 
for durability. 

Staff advises that the Architectural Advisory Committee recommend approval to 
Planning Commission subject to the following conditions: 

Ale 

1. The proposed signs should be consistent with one another and incorporate the 
same color, materials, and composition. 

David Newell, AICP 
Principal Planner 

Attach ents: 
1. Vicinity Map 
2. Proposed Sign Program 
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1059 North Palm Canyon Drive 
 




























