
 

 

 
Subcommittee Report 

 

PRESENTED FOR COMMISSION MEETING DATE: September 21, 2021 SUBMITTED BY:  Patrick Tallarico 

SUBCOMMITTEE NAME: Standing Subcommittee on Waste Reduction 
(SSCoWR) 

SUBMITTED DATE: September 14, 2021 

LAST SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE: September 9, 2021 NEXT SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATE: October 7, 2021 

Subcommittee Goal:  

Divert 90% of waste generated by the City of Palm Springs from landfill by 2030. 

Summary:   

1. Reducing Single-use Plastic Food Ware and Plastic Straws by Food Service Establishments.  

• A “Foodware Forward for a Waste Wise Future” logo, fact sheet and exemption form has been developed as 
part of the outreach and education efforts for the Food Ware ordinance.  

• An RFP for businesses to bid on the technical support for the Food Ware Ordinance was released and six (6) 
vendors responded. City staff reviewed and scored the proposals and will make an award by the end of the 
month.  

• City staff and the Palm Springs Chamber will host a webinar in mid-October with food vendors as part of the 
outreach and education efforts for the Food Ware ordinance. This meeting will also cover food waste 
management requirements.  

• City staff has continued working on creating an RFP for businesses provide a Reusable Food Ware Service 
program  where reusable containers are provided to businesses on a weekly basis and customers can return to 
a self-serve kiosk where they are picked-up, cleaned and returned to the business for the next cycle. Staff 
anticipates the RFP being released at the end of September 2021.  

• City staff will work with the Cultural Center on their food ware program. The Cultural Center has also stated 
they would like to make the Farmer’s Market a Zero Waste weekly event. City staff plans to participate in the 
first outdoor market event on October 2nd.  

 
 2. Battery Recycling Project 

• Staff have collected and shipped ten (10) containers of batteries (approximately 350 pounds) since the last 
report.  

 
 3. Toward a Public Spaces Recycling Program for the City of Palm Springs. 

• City staff is in the process of creating revised educational signage to include the Ø symbol back onto the signage 
for the used beverage cups.  

• Maintenance staff that Sustainability staff was coordinating with to address changes in parks has been out on 
an extended medical absence for several months.   
 

4. Outreach 

• Staff is continuing to work on outreach material for residents on recycling.  
 
5. Non-compliance with Commercial Recycling and Organics Requirements 

• City staff and PSDS has performed several in-person visits to businesses who have been previously unresponsive 
to organics and recycling management. As a result, the compliance rates for AB 1826 and AB 341 have 
increased, but there are still numerous facilities that need to be contacted. 

• The City is also preparing materials for food vendors that includes information on the new food ware ordinance 



and on mandatory recycling requirements.   
 
6. Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) 

• Nothing to report.   
 
7. SB 1383 Planning 

• Under SB 1383, the City is required to provide organics collection service to all City residents and businesses, 
including residents of multi-family properties. City staff and PSDS will be hosting an educational webinar for 
owners and managers of HOA’s and Multi-family residences on September 23, 2021 from 2 PM to 3 PM about 
the changes to waste management requirements that will take effect in January of 2022. The City is focusing 
on HOAs and Multi-family residential properties because of their unique and varied space and collection 
parameters and because the requirement to collect food waste from these properties (in addition to green 
waste and recycling) is new as part of SB 1383. Attendees are required to register in advance at 
https://bit.ly/MForganics. The webinar will be recorded and posted online as an educational resource.  

• The City continues to have discussions with Palm Springs Disposal about the updates needed to the Franchise 
Agreement to incorporate SB 1383 requirements. The goal is to present the scope of the updated Franchise 
Agreement to Council by the end of September. This will be an opportunity for Council to provide input on the 
scope prior to finalizing the rates for this new scope of services. 

• As part of the solicitation for support for the food ware ordinance, the City will also be able to access technical 
support to assist businesses with SB 1383 compliance.  

 
8. Community Composting 

• City staff met with the Desert Community Compost Coalition (DCCC) and Councilmember Garner on September 
7th and performed a site visit at a possible location for composting. City staff was asked to follow up on several 
questions related to potential implementation and will provide additional information to Coalition members. 
The Coalition has also identified a site in Palm Desert at the UCR Campus to begin operations in the area. 
 

9. Sustainability Scholarships 

• The second round of the Sustainability Scholarship program began on July 1, 2021 and focuses on assisting food 
vendors with compliance of the Food Ware Ordinance. No applications were received related to this topic to 
date. 

 
10. Palm Springs Chamber of Commerce Business Expo & Taste of Palm Springs – September 22nd 

• City staff will have a booth at the Palm Springs Chamber of Commerce Business Expo & Taste of Palm Springs 
on September 22, 2021 at the Indian Canyons Golf Resort from 5 PM to 9 PM. Staff have assembled Food 
Ware Ordinance outreach and education packets for food vendors attending the event. Staff will also have 
materials onsite about the various programs the Office of Sustainability supports.  

 
11. Shredding and E-waste Collection Event – October 16th 

• The City will be hosting the next shredding and e-waste recycling event on Saturday, October 16th between 8 
AM and 12 PM at City Hall.  
 

12. Bulky Items Collection Event – October 23rd 

• Palm Spring Disposal Services will be hosting a bulky items collection event on Saturday, October 23rd 
between 8 AM and 2 PM at City Hall.  

  

Recommendation/Request  

Subcommittee members will continue to conduct research and refine products to improve recycling rates and report 
on progress at future Commission meetings. 
 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO COMMISSION None 

ACTION ITEMS REQUEST TO OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY Continue Franchise Agreement discussions with PSDS. 

https://bit.ly/MForganics


Continue communications with DCCC on possible 
locations for community composting.  
Continue following up with businesses who are not in 
compliance with recycling and organics requirements. 
Work on SB 1383-related ordinance. 
Prepare new rates for waste management services. 
Continue to work with PSDS on rate adjustments. 

POTENTIAL FISCAL IMPACT/REQUEST IF ANY: N/A 

 











Electronic Waste 
& Shredding 

RECYCLING EVENT
The City of Palm Springs invites you to this FREE event!

Open to all Palm Springs Residents
 

Recycling available on a first come, first served basis or until trucks are full. 

October 16, 2021
8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

 

PLEASE DO NOT ARRIVE BEFORE 8 AM TO AVOID CREATING TRAFFIC CONGESTION
 

Palm Springs City Hall South Parking Lot
3200 Tahquitz Canyon Way      

 

  • Enter the drop-off area along El Cielo Drive.
  • Please do not block entrances and exits while waiting.
  • Collection will run throughout the morning or until trucks are full. 
  • Limit three normal size file containers of shredding per vehicle. Size of 
     container should be no larger than 9” X 13” X 17”. 
  • All electronic equipment received at the event is dismantled and recycled. 
  • Any information stored on hard drives or cell phones is destroyed during the   
     processing.
  • For more information, call (760) 323-8248

COVID protocols are mandatory for a contactless process:
• Please wear a mask
• Stay in your vehicle

• Put materials to be shredded/recycled in your trunk or rear of your vehicle

ACCEPTED ITEMS:

Computers

Monitors

TV’s

Phones

Keyboards

Printers

Fax machines

Batteries
AAA, AA, C, D,

9 Volt , 
Rechargeable

Microwaves

Small appliances

Documents for 
Shredding

ITEMS NOT 
ACCEPTED:

NO Tires

NO Household 
Hazardous Waste

NO Trash

NO Car Batteries

NO Air 
Conditioning  Units

NO Heating Units

Palm Springs Disposal 
Bulky Item Collection event 

October 23rd, 8am-2pm 
at City Hall 




