
 

 
HISTORIC SITE PRESERVATION BOARD 
STAFF REPORT 
 
 

 
DATE: November 2, 2021 NEW BUSINESS 
 
SUBJECT: REVIEW FOR POTENTIAL RE-DESIGNATION OF A CLASS 4 SITE TO A 

CLASS 1 OR 2 HISTORIC RESOURCE INITIATED BY AN APPLICATION 
BY DON GOTTFELD, OWNER, REQUESTING APPROVAL TO 
DEMOLISH THE DWELLING LOCATED AT 1057 EAST BUENA VISTA 
DRIVE (APN 507-223-003), CASE 3.4292 MAA.  (KL). 

 
FROM: Department of Planning Services 
 

 
SUMMARY 

 
The property owner is requesting approval to demolish a single-family dwelling built in 
1946.  The dwelling by virtue of its date of construction prior to 1978 is a Class 4 site.   
 
Pursuant to Municipal Code Section 8.05.130 (Demolition or Alteration to Class 3 and 4 
sites), in considering a request to demolish the structures on the site, the Board must 
determine whether the site possesses sufficient historic significance to warrant possible 
re-designation to a Class 1 or Class 2 historic resource and thereby issue a stay on 
demolition or alteration permits on the site. 
 
The property owners are not seeking historic designation of the site.   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the HSPB take no action and allow the processing of a demolition permit.   
 
BACKGROUND AND SETTING: 
 
The dwelling at 1057 East Buena Vista Drive built in 1946 and is listed as 1,874-square 
feet according to the County tax assessor’s records.  The home is located on a 0.23-acre 
parcel and appears to be in poor condition.   
 
From review of the building permit history and application materials, numerous alterations 
have been made to the home over time including several that appear to have been made 
without permits.   
 
The current owner purchased the property in June 2021.   
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BELOW AN AERIAL VIEW OF THE SUBJECT PARCEL. 

 

 
BELOW IS A STREET VIEW OF THE SITE.   

 
 

BELOW LEFT:  BACK OF HOUSE, RIGHT SIDE OF HOUSE.   
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Related Relevant City Actions by HSPB, Planning, Fire, Building, etc… 

October,2021 Site inspection by HSPB members accompanied by City Staff.   

 
ANALYSIS: 
 
Requests for demolition of Class 4 sites are processed according to Municipal Code 
Section 8.05.130.   
 
Criteria and Findings for Possible Re-designation of a Class 4 Building.   
If the HSPB finds that the site warrants possible re-designation, it may direct and 
authorize the processing of an application to re-designate the site as a Class 1 or Class 
2 historic resource, which will then be considered by the HSPB and the City Council as 
provided in Chapter 8.05 of the Municipal Code.  Any demolition/alteration permit shall be 
automatically stayed for a period of up to one-hundred twenty (120) days pending a re-
designation decision.  In making its review, the HSPB must make the following findings:   
 

1. That the Class 3 or Class 4 building possesses exceptional historic, 
architectural, archaeological, cultural or aesthetic significance to warrant 
redesignation as a Class 1 or Class 2 historic resource in accordance with 
the criteria set forth in Section 8.05.070 above; and 

 
2.      That the Class 3 or Class 4 building retains sufficient historical integrity 

relative to its original configuration, architectural features, or character. 
 
If the HSPB cannot affirmatively make these findings, then it shall take no action and refer 
the permit to the Director of Planning who shall thereafter approve the application for 
submittal to the Building Department for appropriate demolition or building permits.    
 
Staff analyzed the site relative to the criteria in 8.05.070 as follows: 
 

a.  The site, structure, building or object exhibits exceptional historic 
significance and meets one or more of the criteria listed below: 

 
The property at 1057 East Buena Vista does not appear to exhibit exceptional historic 
significance.  It is further evaluated below.   

 
(i)   The resource is associated with events that have made a meaningful 

contribution to the nation, state or community; or 
 
The information provided by the applicant does not indicate that any significant event was 
associated with the site, thus it does not qualify under Criterion i.   

 
(ii)  The resource is associated with the lives of persons who made a meaningful 

contribution to national, state or local history; or 
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According.  The application identified several subsequent owners none of whom appear 
to have made a meaningful contribution to national, state or local history.  Thus it does 
not qualify as a historic resource under Criterion ii. 
 

(iii)  The resource reflects or exemplifies a particular period of national, state or 
local history; or 

 
The dwelling at 1057 East Buena Vista is a non-descript single-family dwelling with no 
particular architectural style.  The home is located in a fully developed single family 
neighborhood.  There is nothing distinctive about the home that would reflect a particular 
period in history.   The property does not qualify as a historic site under Criterion iii. 

 
(iv)  The resource embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or 

method of construction; or 
 

The dwelling was constructed as a conventional frame and stucco structure with a flat 
composition roof.  It does not exhibit any particularly distinctive construction 
characteristics.  Building permits provided in the report suggest several additions were 
made to the home, none of which appear to be significant or unique.  Therefore the 
property does not qualify as a historic site under Criterion iv. 
 

(v)   The resource presents the work of a master builder, designer, artist, or 
architect whose individual genius influenced his or her age, or that 
possesses high artistic value; or 

 
The application does not identify an architect or designer associated with 1057 East 
Buena Vista and no information was found in the building permit records indicating the 
designer nor the original general contractor.  Thus the home would not be eligible as a 
historic resource under this Criterion v.   

 
(vi)  The resource represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 

components may lack individual distinction, as used in evaluating 
applications for designation of historic districts, for parcels on which more 
than one entity exists; or 

 
The property does not qualify under Criterion vi. 

 
(vii)  The resource has yielded or may be likely to yield information important to 

national, state or local history or prehistory. 
 
There is no known information associated with the property relative to the pre-historic 
period.    
 
Evaluation of Historic Integrity.   
Historic Integrity is evaluated based on seven qualities:  location, design, setting, 
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materials, workmanship, feeling and association in accordance with guidelines of the 
United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service’s National Register 
Bulletin titled: “How to apply the National Register Criteria for Evaluation” as revised from 
time to time. 
 
Staff evaluated the property’s integrity as follows: 
 
Location.  
The house remains in its original location on the property.   
 
Design. 
As mentioned previously, the home is a simple flat-roofed non-descript dwelling with no 
particular architectural style.  Alterations to the home include various additions some of 
which were not legally permitted.  The home possesses poor design integrity.  
 
Setting.   
The setting of the home is one of a modest dwelling on a typical lot in a fully developed 
neighborhood of other single-family dwellings.   
 
Materials. 
The home is a conventional wood frame and stucco structure.  There are no unusual or 
unique materials evident on the exterior of the dwelling.   
 
Workmanship. 
The home is conventional in its workmanship, with nothing particularly noteworthy.    
 
Feeling. 
The dwelling conveys the feeling of a modest-sized dwelling from the post-World War II 
period.   
 
Association.   
There is no known significant association of this dwelling with any persons, period or 
events.  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
 
The proposed demolition is considered a project pursuant to the guidelines of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”).  The City has considered the project and 
determined a Categorical Exemption is appropriate because CEQA section 15301(l,1) 
(“Existing Facilities”) allows for a Class 1 Categorical Exemption for demolition and 
removal of individual small structures including one single-family residence.  
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
The property at 1057 East Buena Vista Drive is a non-descript frame and stucco dwelling 
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HISTORY OF THE PALM SPRINGS MOUNTED POLICE

Man's unquenchable thirst for adventure and desire 
to explore new and sometimes dangerous terrane peri-
odically will lead him to trouble. When this occurs in 
the Palm Springs area, there is an organization, known 
as the Palm Springs Mounted Police, which comes to 
his rescue.

In the Fall of 1949, Villager John Hollinger con-
ceived the idea of organizing a group of men, avail-
able at all times, as a supplementary force on call 
by the Palm Springs Police Department to assist in 
emergencies and disasters.

Palm Springs Police Chief Gus Kettmann heartily 
approved the organization; and on November 19, 
1949, the first meeting was held with Chief Kettmann 
presiding. The group was incorporated as the Palm 
Springs Mounted Police, a non-profit organization; and 
the following officers were elected: Jim Maynard, 
Captain; Joe Butler, Lieutenant; John Hollinger, Lieu-
tenant; with George Rasmussen, Cliff Campbell and 
Hutch Mosley to serve as board of directors. In addi-
tion to the officers, the following comprised the or-
iginal group and were sworn in as members of the 
Palm Springs Mounted Police: "Swede" Davis, Ernie 
Andrade, Jim Hume, Charles Thomas, Warren Coble,

Bob Bennet, Don Maher, Trav Rogers, Elmo Purnell 
and Perry Sanders.

Members of the PSMP are required to provide their 
own horse and trailer, saddle and all riding equipment, 
including uniform and gun; must be 21 years of age 
or over; and undergo fingerprinting and thorough 
character investigation. Periodically outstanding horse-
men in the area are invited to join the organization 
and participate in its activities, for which they receive 
no pay or reimbursement of any kind.

During its almost 10 years of existence, the Palm 
Springs Mounted Police has recovered three bodies 
from the mountainous areas. The most recent of these 
was that of Al Taylor, local photographer who dis-
appeared September 2, 1958, and whose body was 
discovered resting in a small pool located far above the 
second Tahquitz waterfall. In this case, removal of 
fhe body required 146 man hours of the PSMP.

Six months after creation of the PSMP, the group 
was called into action in June of 1950 to remove a 
fisherman, Charles Lewis, age 21, who had broken 
a leg in Andreas Canyon.

Proud of its achievement of over 30 rescues in the 
desert, canyons and mountains, the group has a 100 
percent safety first record, with no accidents or in-
juries to its members.

Palm Springs Mounted Police . . . 19th Annual Rodeo Feb. 7 - 8, 1959
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PROJECT SUMMARY:
PROJECT ADDRESS: 1057 E. BUENA VISTA DRIVE, PALM SPRINGS, CA 92262

NEW ONE-STORY 4 BEDROOM, 3-1/2 BATH SINGLE FAMILY 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: LOT 3 OF LA RAMBLE UNIT 4, IN THE CITY OF PALM SPRINGS,
COUNTY OF RIVERSIDE, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, AS SHOWN BY
MAP ON FILE IN BOOK 18 PAGE 72 OF MAPS, IN THE OFFICE

SCOPE OF WORK:

LOT SIZE: 10,018sf

FLOOR AREA: TOTAL LIVING AREA:

OCCUPANCY GROUP: R-3/U

SINGLE FAMILY

CONSTRUCTION TYPE: V-B

LOT COVERAGE: 31.8%OF THE COUNTY RECORDER OF SAID COUNTY.

HOME WITH ATTACHED 2-CAR GARAGE, COVERED PATIO.
EXISTING SWIMNING POOL AND EXISTING PERIMETER WALLS

ASSESSOR'S PARCEL NUMBER:  507-223-003

TO REMAIN.

2-CAR GARAGE:

2,673sf

510sf
COVERED PATIO: 469sf

NOTES:
1)  ALL WORK SHALL COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE

2019 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE (CBC)
2019 CALIFORNIA RESIDENTIAL CODE (CRC)
2019 CALIFORNIA ELECTRICAL CODE (CEC)
2019 CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE (CMC)
2019 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE (CPC)
2019 CALIFORNIA ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS CODE (EES)
2019 CALGREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE (CGBSC)
LATEST CITY OF PALM SPRINGS MUNICIPAL CODES

2)  ANY NEW WALLS OR FENCING REQUIRING A PERMIT  SHALL BE UNDER SEPARATE PERMIT.

3)  HOUSE WILL BE SUPPLIED WITH ALARMS ON DOORS AND GATES AS REQUIRED BY THE CITY OF 
PALM SPRINGS PRIVATE SWIMMING POOL/FENCING BARRIER REQUIREMENTS. 

ZONE: R-1C

T1
T2

CG1
CG2

FLOOR PLAN

ROOF PLAN
BUILDING SECTIONS, NOTES
MISC. DETAILS, SCHEDULES
ELECTRICAL/LIGHTING PLAN

S5.0 FRAMING DETAILS
SHEAR WALL DETAILSS6.0

TITLE 24 CF1R CERT. OF COMPLIANCE

OWNER: Don Gottfeld
48 57th PLACE
LONG BEACH, CA 90803 

ARCHITECT: GOTTFELD ARCHITECTS, INC.

48 57th PLACE
LONG BEACH, CA 90803 
310.709.4546 

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER:
THANG LE, S.E.
319 E. FOOTHILL BLVD. STE. C
ARCADIA, CA 91006
626.731.1539

DON GOTTFELD, AIA, NCARB

THANG LE & ASSOCIATES

don@gottfeldarchitects.com

thang@thanglese.comFIRE SPRINKLERED:
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2019 CALIFORNIA MECHANICAL CODE (CMC)
2019 CALIFORNIA PLUMBING CODE (CPC)
2019 CALIFORNIA ENERGY EFFICIENCY STANDARDS CODE (EES)
2019 CALGREEN BUILDING STANDARDS CODE (CGBSC)
LATEST CITY OF PALM SPRINGS MUNICIPAL CODES

2)  ANY NEW WALLS OR FENCING REQUIRING A PERMIT  SHALL BE UNDER SEPARATE PERMIT.

3)  HOUSE WILL BE SUPPLIED WITH ALARMS ON DOORS AND GATES AS REQUIRED BY THE CITY OF 
PALM SPRINGS PRIVATE SWIMMING POOL/FENCING BARRIER REQUIREMENTS. 

ZONE: R-1C

T1
T2

CG1
CG2

FLOOR PLAN

ROOF PLAN
BUILDING SECTIONS, NOTES
MISC. DETAILS, SCHEDULES
ELECTRICAL/LIGHTING PLAN

S5.0 FRAMING DETAILS
SHEAR WALL DETAILSS6.0

TITLE 24 CF1R CERT. OF COMPLIANCE

OWNER: Don Gottfeld
48 57th PLACE
LONG BEACH, CA 90803 

ARCHITECT: GOTTFELD ARCHITECTS, INC.

48 57th PLACE
LONG BEACH, CA 90803 
310.709.4546 

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER:
THANG LE, S.E.
319 E. FOOTHILL BLVD. STE. C
ARCADIA, CA 91006
626.731.1539

DON GOTTFELD, AIA, NCARB

THANG LE & ASSOCIATES

don@gottfeldarchitects.com

thang@thanglese.comFIRE SPRINKLERED:
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