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City of Palm Springs 
Department of Planning Services 

 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR APPLICANTS (revised 10-12-22) 

 Topic:  HISTORIC PROPERTIES 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING BUYING, SELLING,  
ALTERING OR DEMOLISHING PROPERTIES IN PALM SPRINGS 

 

If you are a realtor, or are thinking of buying, selling, altering or demolishing property in Palm Springs, 
the City Council has passed a new historic preservation ordinance (Municipal Code Section 8.05).    
Here are some of the highlights: 
 

THERE ARE FOUR TYPES OF HISTORIC PROPERTIES IN PALM SPRINGS: 
 

Class 1:  The most prestigious class of historic properties designated by the City Council.   
Class 2: Similar to Class 1, but lacks the historic integrity of Class 1, and/or the historic aspect 

may have been lost, damaged or removed.  Designated by City Council also.   
Class 3: Sites that are “potentially historic”, regardless of age, but have not been designated by 

the City Council. 
Class 4: Any site on which a building or structure exists that was built before 1978 or the 

construction date cannot be determined.   
 
 

THERE ARE HISTORIC DISTRICTS DESIGNATED BY THE CITY COUNCIL  
IN WHICH THERE ARE “CONTRIBUTING” & “NON-CONTRIBUTING” SITES  

 
“Contributing Sites”:   Those sites that contribute to the significance of the historic district; carry 

the same prestigious status as Class 1 historic sites.   
“Non-Contributing Sites”:   Those sites in a historic district that do not contribute to the significance 

of the district.  These may be Class 2, 3, or 4, or have no significance 
whatsoever.   

 
 

ALTERATION, DEMOLITION, and NEW CONSTRUCTION ON HISTORIC SITES and STRUCTURES IN 
HISTORIC DISTRICTS MUST BE REVIEWED BY THE CITY’S HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

and/or THE HISTORIC SITE PRESERVATION BOARD 
PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMITS. 

 
This handout provides basic information for determining the historic status of a particular site and 
what procedures are necessary for demolition or alterations to such sites.   
 
Questions:  Ken Lyon, RA, Principal Planner, Historic Preservation Officer 
  760 322 8364 x 8786  or ken.lyon@palmspringsca.gov 
  www.palmspringsca.gov / government / departments / planning / historic resources 
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BEFORE SEEKING TO BUY, SELL, ALTER, DEMOLISH OR BUILD NEW CONSTRUCTION ON A 
PROPERTY IN PALM SPRINGS, ONE MUST DETERMINE WHETHER THE PROPERTY HAS BEEN 
DEEMED “HISTORIC”, “POTENTIALLY ELIGIBLE” TO BE HISTORIC, OR IS IN A DESIGNATED 

HISTORIC DISTRICT.   
 
Step 1:  Go to:  www.palmspringsca.gov / government / departments / planning.  In the left panel click 

on “Historic Resources”.   
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.palmspringsca.gov/
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Step 2:  Once on the historic resources page, click “IS MY PROPERTY ON ANY HISTORIC LIST?” 

 

 
 

Step 3:  Check the list of “Class 1 & 2 Historic sites” and then check the “Class 3 Historic” list. 
 

 
 
Step 4:  If the property in question is NOT on these lists, contact the building department at 760 323 
8280.   Give the property address or APN number and ask if there are building permits that show the 
date of construction.  If the year of construction is 1978 or earlier, or cannot be determined, it is a 
“Class 4 historic site”.   
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If you discover the site is a Class 1, 2, 3 or 4 historic site, follow the instructions on the following 
page. 
 
FOR DEMOLITION OR ALTERATION OF A CLASS 1 OR 2 HISTORIC SITE: 
 
Please refer to Section 8.05.110 of the Municipal Code and follow the instructions there.  
 
FOR DEMOLITION OR ALTERATION OF A CLASS 3 OR 4 HISTORIC SITE:   
 
Please refer to Section 8.05.130 of the Municipal Code and follow the instructions there.   
 
FOR DEMOLITION, ALTERATION OR NEW CONSTRUCTION IN A HISTORIC DISTRICT: 
 
Please refer to Section 8.05.120 of the Municipal Code and follow the instructions there.  
 
APPLICATIONS FOR DEMOLITION OR MAJOR ALTERATION OF CLASS 1, 2, 3, AND 4 HISTORIC 
SITES MUST BE REVIEWED BY THE CITY’S HISTORIC SITE PRESERVATION BOARD (“HSPB”) 
PRIOR TO ISSUANCE OF BUIILDING or DEMOLITION PERMITS.  MOST MINOR ALTERATIONS CAN 
BE PROCESSED AT STAFF LEVEL BY THE CITY’S HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER (“HPO”).   
 
The difference between “Major” and “Minor” alterations are explained below and can also be found in 
Municipal Code Section 8.05.110:   
 

 

 
 
 

For information contact: 
The City of Palm Springs - Department of Planning Services 760 323 8245. 

www.palmspringsca.gov / government / departments / planning / historic resources 
www.palmspringsca.gov / government / departments / planning / zoning code & municipal code 
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