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PO Box 2310, 101 Museum Drive, Palm Springs, CA  92263-2310  I  760-322-4800   I  info@psmuseum.org   I    psmuseum.org 
 

 
 
 
 
May 2, 2023 
 
Historic Site Preservation Board 
City of Palm Springs 
 
Dear Board: 
 
I am writing to provide the rationale for our proposed plan to demolish the existing low, 
concrete wall at the southern edge of the Aluminaire House Exhibit and create a steel fence 
around the entire perimeter: 
 

1. A low, solid wall is inadequate to the current day security needs in downtown 
Palm Springs. Museum security currently finds people sleeping behind the 
current wall along Tahquitz Canyon Way. Museum security requested that the 
Aluminaire House Exhibit have a tall fence that is more difficult to scale. A fence 
that is more effec�ve at keeping people out when the site is closed to the public 
reduces confronta�ons between security and trespassers. 

2. A fence with an unobscured view makes it easier for security to patrol the site 
and observe any ac�vity inside. 

3. A consistent steel fence enclosure around the Aluminaire House Exhibit creates 
an elegant ceremonial pla�orm for the architectural icon.  

4. As an historic exhibit, there is a value in having it as visible as possible to the 
public, while maintaining security.  

 
The museum believes that a tall, steel fence with spaced pickets and a low rail is best able to 
ensure security while presenting appropriate elegance and maintaining public accessibility. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Adam J. Lerner, PhD 
JoAnn McGrath Executive Director / CEO 
Palm Springs Art Museum 
 

mailto:info@psmuseum.org
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PALM TREES QTY BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME SIZE

15 Washingtonia filifera / California Fan Palm Existing to be relocated

8 Washingtonia x filibusta / Hybrid Fan Palm Existing to remain

* SEE CIVIL PLANS FOR PAVING
AND HARDSCAPE REMOVAL.
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TREES QTY BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME SIZE WATER USE

3 Caesalpinia cacalaco `Smoothie` TM 36"box Low
Cascalote

2 Dalbergia sissoo 60" Box Low - Medium
Rosewood

18 Tipuana tipu 36" Box Low - Medium
Tipu Tree

PALM TREES QTY BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME SIZE WATER USE

21 Chamaerops humilis 24"box Low - Medium
Mediterranean Fan Palm

15 Washingtonia filifera Existing to be relocated Low - Medium
California Fan Palm

9 Washingtonia x filibusta Existing to remain Medium
Hybrid Fan Palm

SHRUBS QTY BOTANICAL / COMMON NAME SIZE WATER USE

47 Buxus microphylla `Compacta` 15 gal. Medium
Dwarf Littleleaf Boxwood

79 Carissa macrocarpa `Green Carpet` 5 gal Low - Medium
Green Carpet Natal Plum

15 Prunus caroliniana 'Monus' 15 gal columns Low - Medium
Bright 'N Tight Carolina Laurel Cherry
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3/8" Graphite Grey Decomposed Granite Blend w/ Stabilizer 3,568 sf
over Filter Fabric: Compacted.
3/8" Mojave Gold and Graphite Grey Blend Decomposed 5,676 sf
Granite in Landscape Areas
LANDSCAPING

SYMBOL DESCRIPTION QTY

Steel Edging 129 lf
CONCRETE

SYMBOL DESCRIPTION QTY

Natural Gray Concrete Side Walk Per City of Palm Springs  sf
Stds.
Color Concrete Walk with Acid Finish - Mica / Silicarb Finish:  sf
Color to be Light Gray by Davis Colors: (323) 265-8323
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SYMBOL MANUFACTURER/MODEL/DESCRIPTION QTY Finish

Watts Color Temp Optics             TRL Lighting TLR-UL-101
             Accent Uplight:                                                11             PVD          3W              2700K                     Spot        

             Transformer:                                                      3       Stainless Steel    200W  WIFI  * Separate Circuits TBD             T             

             Path Light / Marker Light:                                18              PVD           3W               2700K                    Path  

             Accent Uplight:                                                 7              PVD           6W              2700K                     Spot        

            Well Light:  TLR-IG-GR-312                      19            PVD        6W              2700K                 Well

            TLR Lighting 

             Path Light: TLR-PL-401                             26           PVD         3W               2750K                   Path  
             SPJ Lighting 

             T             

             T             

             T             
C-1

C-2

C-3

C-3

C-3

C-3

C-3

             TRL Lighting TLR-UL-102

             TRL Lighting TLR-IGM-301

* CONTACT: iO LIGHTING AND AUDIO   SABRINA RINDELS: (760) 880-2722
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