
PUBLIC ARTS COMMISSION 
CITY OF PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 

MEETING AGENDA 

Thursday 
June 6, 2024 

5:30 PM 

Palm Springs City Hall 
3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon 

Way 
Large Conference Room 

Gary Armstrong, Chair    Barrett Newkirk, Vice Chair   Shawnda Thomas Faveau 
Christopher Ramirez     Tom Burns     Carlos Silveira 

To view/listen/participate in the meeting live, please contact Jay Virata at 
jay.virata@palmspringsca.gov or the following telephone number 760-323-8228 to 
register for the Zoom meeting. There will be an email with Zoom credentials sent after 
registration is complete, in order to access the meeting and offer public comments. 

Any person who wishes to provide public testimony for an item on the agenda is requested 
to file a speaker card before the Public Testimony portion of the meeting. You may submit 
your public comment to the Public Arts Commission electronically. Materials may be 
emailed to jay.virata@palmspringsca.gov. Transmittal prior to the start of the meeting will 
help ensure that your correspondence is fully considered. Any correspondence received 
during or after the meeting will be distributed to the Public Arts Commission and retained 
for the official record. 

View the Public Arts Commission meeting videos on the City’s website 
http://www.palmspringsca.gov/psctv, or on YouTube. 

A. CALL TO ORDER:

B. ROLL CALL:

C. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA:

D. PUBLIC COMMENTS:  This time has been set aside for members of the public to
address the Public Arts Commission on items of general interest within the subject
matter jurisdiction of the Commission, and agenda items if the member of the public
cannot be present later in the meeting at the time the item is heard by the
Commission. Additionally, members of the public may address the Commission on
each item listed on the posted agenda at the time each item is heard. Although the
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Public Arts Commission values your comments, pursuant to the Brown Act, it 
generally cannot take any action on items not listed on the posted agenda. Three 
(3) minutes are assigned for each speaker. 

 
E. REMARKS FROM THE CHAIR:  

 

F. REMARKS FROM THE VICE CHAIR:  
 

G. PRESENTATION:  
 

1. None 
 

H. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  None 
 

I. PUBLIC HEARING:   
 

1. None 
 

J. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION/APPROVAL:  
  

1. Consider Old Las Palmas Neighborhood Organization Request for Funding 

for Creature Alley 

2. Consider Pride Monument proposal. 

3. Discuss, review, and select artist for Asphalt Art project. 

 

K. PROJECT UPDATES 
 
1. AIDS Memorial 
2. Eco-Artwalk/Taming of Horses 
 

L. REPORT FROM DIRECTOR/STAFF: 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  The Public Arts Commission will adjourn to a meeting on August 
1, 2024, at 5:30 P.M. in the Large Conference Room of Palm Springs City Hall located 
at 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way.   
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AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 
I, JAY VIRATA, Housing & Community Development Director for the City of Palm Springs, California, certify this 

Agenda was posted at or before 5:00 p.m. on June 3, 2024, as required by established policies and procedures.                                                                        

    /s/ Jay Virata 

___________________ 
Jay Virata, Director 
Housing & Community 
Development Department 

Pursuant to G.C. Section 54957.5(b)(2) the designated office for inspection of records in connection with the meeting is 
the Office of the City Clerk, City Hall, 3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way (760) 323-8204.  

It is the intention of the City of Palm Springs to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in all respects. If, as an attendee 
or a participant at this meeting, or in meetings on a regular basis, you will need special assistance beyond what is normally provided, 
the City will attempt to accommodate you in every reasonable manner. Please contact the Office of the City Clerk, (760) 323-8204, at 
least 72 hours prior to the meeting to inform us of your particular needs and to determine if accommodation is feasible.  
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Permanent art installation in the City of Palm Springs, California
Permanent art installation in the City of Palm Springs, California
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● April 2022 LGBTQ Monument Board of Directors met. 

● September - December 2023 - Artists were invited to submit 
proposals for a permanent art installation to commemorate, 
honor, and celebrate our LGBTQ+ community members and allies.

o 45 artists around the world submitted 53 
design proposals based on a RFP issued under the aegis 

of Call for Entry and Application Management for the Arts 
(CaFE) and the Western States Arts Federation.

● January 17, 2024 jury selected winning design

● January 18, 2024 project presented to first community group

o The Community Leadership Council

o Presentations will be made to community and business 
groups through 2024.

o Construction begins by January 2025 for October 
completion in celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Pride 
in Palm Springs.

Finland
Spain
U.K.
Argentina
Pacific Palisades
Cerritos
Pasadena
Palm Springs
Oregon
Florida
New York
Colorado
Michigan
Wisconsin
Washington
Arizona
Vermont
Oklahoma
Idaho
Hawaii
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● The installation will be a visible and lasting tribute to our LGBTQ+ 

community's contributions to the City of Palm Springs and the 

greater Coachella Valley.

● Serve as a beacon of hope and inspiration for future generations. 

● It will be a powerful educational tool, helping to raise awareness of 

our LGBTQ+ community's rich history and culture.

● Create a sense of unity and Pride for our LGBTQ+ community. 

● The installation will be a place where LGBTQ+ people can come 

together to celebrate their identity and culture, and to feel a sense 

of Pride and belonging with family and friends.T
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The basis for the art monument: The Triangle

● Started with a triangle: one of the symbols most associated with the LGBTQ people

● Symbol began in 1933 with Nazis used downward pointing pink triangle as a literal 

label sewn to the prison uniforms of gay men and women.

● In 1972, activist group Homosexualle Aktion Westberlin was the first queer 

organization to reclaim the triangle as a symbol of liberation. 

● In 1986 the ACT UP working group Gran Fury reutilized the pink triangle as a battle 

cry in the fight for HIV/AIDS treatment, creating the now iconic Silence = Death 

emblem

o Gran Fury mistakenly inverted the triangle – point it up.

o New power in the triangle, making it a lasting symbol that communicates 

strength, resilience, and community.
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Jim Isermann

● Jim Isermann, a longtime Palm Springs resident, has 
over many years built an artistic practice that 
encompasses painting, drawing, sculpture, 
site-specific installation, and product design. 

● Artwork has focused on post-war industrial design 
and architecture.

● Pattern, color, geometry, and repetition are the 
cornerstones and the generators of his work in all 
mediums.

● Work has a strong mathematical base, often a single, 
seemingly simple module that through its change in 
orientation creates a complex repetition or pattern.
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t “An artist with a queer sensibility.”
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● One color spectrum for the entire monument

● Adopt the original 8-color flag plus brown and black.

▪ Hot Pink

▪ Red

▪ Orange

▪ Yellow

▪ Green

▪ Turquoise

▪ Indigo

▪ Violet

▪ Black

▪ Brown
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● The installation starts with a poured 

concrete lambda shaped 

footprint/foundation.  
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● The Greek letter lambda is a 
symbol of gay significance

● It stands for change and kinetic 
potential 

● The Lambda was one of the first 
coded symbols for Gay 
Liberation when shortly after 
the Stonewall Riots in 1969, the 
Gay Activists Alliance adopted 
it as their logo.
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n ● Steel rods that host the modules like beads onto a string, 

will be anchored into the foundation. 

● The folded stainless steel modules stack on the rods and 

are epoxied to one another. 

● A stainless steel plate will secure the rods at the wall top. 
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The blocks, laid side to side in alternating groups of four and 

turned forty-five degrees, create either a concave or a convex 

diamond.

The artist developed a five-sided block form whose two ends are perfect equilateral triangles 

The block modules are then stackable in a textured wall 

assembly. Hundreds of triangles coming together to make a 

monument.
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Dimensions

● Circular area is 20 feet in diameter 

● Height: 7 ½ Feet

● Cement foundation and pathway to ensure 
people with disabilities have access, e.g., 
wheelchairs or mobility scooters

(subject to modification as project moves forward)

● Concave diamond design will help 

prevent people from climbing the 

monument

● Surfaces are coated with a fade 

resistant urethane color and graffiti 

resistant clear coat.

Design Considerations 
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● How will the material color hold up in the desert sun? 
A 3 part industrial urethane system that has a clear topcoat with a 10 year color warranty along with a graffiti and 
UV resistant topcoat is used.  The topcoat can be reapplied easily with spray or roller and in doing so the color layer 
will be further protected. 

● How many years before it fades? 
With a re-application of the clear UV resistant topcoat every 8-10 years, the color will not fade. It is a water based 
urethane paint and topcoat and does not require extensive preparation or tenting when recoated in the future.

● Examples of this type of metalwork exposed to the elements for long periods of time?
METALAB Public Art is the metalwork vendor on this project and has completed dozens of projects across the 
country including Scottsdale, El Paso, and Denver.  They have moved toward this paint system due to its durability, 
color fastness, warranty, and most importantly its ease in touch up and reapplication of the top coat.  

Sun and Heat Design Considerations 
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Wall of Monument Founding Board of Directors (*Currently Serving)

W
h

o
The Pride Art Installation Board of Directors, in conjunction with representatives 
from the Palm Springs Parks and Recreation  Commission, the Palm Springs Human 
Rights Commission,  former members of the Palm Springs Public Arts Commission, 
and the Palm Springs Art Museum, selected one artist to create an installation 
designed to commemorate, honor, and celebrate local LGBTQ+ community 
members and allies.

About the Jury 

Fiscal Sponsor Greater Palm Springs Pride
329 W Mariscal Rd., Palm Springs, CA  92262
Tax Id # 33-0745940

Officers Board Members/Committee Chairs

President  (Al Jones*) Design/Installation (Ann Sheffer)
Vice President (Bob Iles*) Fundraising (Lindell Campbell*)
Secretary (Elisha Kaskiw) Publicity (Jeff Hocker)
Treasurer (Tom Becktold*) Member (Hugo Loyola *)
Special Advisory (Sue Burnside) Member (Gary Armstrong)

Students (Roman Lopez & Lilly Hanner)
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